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AUTHOR’S NOTE ON 
THE UNFORGIVABLE SIN OF 

BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HOLY 
SPIRIT OF TRUTH 

Matthew 12:31–32 records Jesus Christ identifying one sin 
that will not be forgiven.  That declaration only remains 1

meaningful if the Holy Spirit can be defined with precision. 
If the Holy Spirit of Truth’s identity is vague, variable, or 
morally unstable, then the category of the one unforgivable 
sin dissolves into confusion. But Jesus does not leave the 
matter vague. In John 16:13, He defines the Holy Spirit as 

 Matthew 12:31–32 (NKJV). The passage reads: "Therefore I say to you, 1

every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy 
against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word 
against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or 
in the age to come." The precision of Jesus' language is critical. He does 
not say some sins are too large for His atonement. He says the opposite 
— every sin including speaking against the Son of Man is forgivable. The 
one exception is not defined by magnitude but by target: the Holy Spirit 
specifically. This forces the question the rest of this book answers: what 
is the Holy Spirit, and what does it mean to blaspheme Him?
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the Spirit of truth: He guides into all truth, does not speak 
from Himself, and shows things to come.  That is not a 2

decorative title. It is a functional definition. 

The Holy Spirit's linguistic signature across both 
Testaments is consistent and precise. Judgment, 
destruction, and death commands are invariably attributed 
only to "the LORD" or "God" directly, never to the Holy 
Spirit. This distinction is not stylistic; it is definitional. The 
Holy Spirit guides into truth. God executes judgment. 1 
Nephi 4:6 in the Book of Mormon collapses that firewall 
deliberately, attributing the Spirit's guidance to murder, 
robbery, impersonation, and kidnapping — acts the Bible 

 John 16:13 (NIV). "But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will 2

guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak 
only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come." This verse 
is not decorative theology. It is a functional job description with three 
measurable criteria: guidance into truth, absence of self-originating 
speech, and prophetic disclosure of what is coming. These three 
criteria become the prosecutorial standard against which every spirit 
claiming to be the Holy Spirit can and must be tested.
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never once connects to the Holy Spirit's function.  That 3

collapse is not a theological error. It is the mechanism. 

This is why blasphemy against the Holy Spirit can be 
judged with far more objectivity than many want to admit. 
Jesus did not say that blasphemy in general is unforgivable; 
in fact, He says the opposite: every sin and blasphemy can 
be forgiven, even speaking against the Son of Man. What He 
isolates is one exception—blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit. The reason this sin stands alone is that the Holy 
Spirit stands alone as the incorruptible witness to truth. He 
is the north star of divine recognition. If that witness is 
deliberately corrupted, misnamed, reversed, or assigned to 

 1 Nephi 4:6, Book of Mormon. "And I was led by the Spirit, not 3

knowing beforehand the things which I should do." The phrase "not 
knowing beforehand" is the tell. The true Holy Spirit of John 16:13 
shows things to come — He illuminates the path ahead. The spirit of 1 
Nephi 4 deliberately withholds destination, leading Nephi forward 
blind into killing, robbery, impersonation, and kidnapping. This is not 
guidance into truth. It is manipulation through information control. 
The linguistic signature does not match.
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what is false, then the very faculty by which a person 
recognizes God has been sabotaged at its source.   4

Jesus makes this strategic dimension explicit in the very 
same passage. Just before defining the unforgivable sin, He 
frames its unsurpassed danger and asks: “How can one 
enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless 
he first binds the strong man? and then he will spoil his 
house” (Matthew 12:29). In this parable, the thief or robber 
is Satan. The goods are human souls. The house is the 
kingdom of God. The strong man is the Holy Spirit, 
guarding the Kingdom of God by His witness to the truth. 
Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the act of binding that 
strong man through blaspheming and corrupting His 
immaculate character and nature. It is how Satan breaks 
into the kingdom and steals souls. Binding the Spirit of 
truth’s witness is not incidental to Satan’s strategy. It is the 
strategy. Everything else—every theft of a soul—follows from 
that single binding. 

 1 John 4:1 (NKJV). "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 4

spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have 
gone out into the world." This is not a suggestion. It is an apostolic 
command issued precisely because counterfeit spirits exist and are not 
always distinguishable by feel or sincerity alone. The test John 
commands is doctrinal and behavioral — does the spirit's conduct 
match the Spirit's definition? Applied to 1 Nephi 4:6 against John 16:13, 
the answer is documented in footnote 3 above.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 8



Immediately before He names the unforgivable sin, Jesus 
removes the option of neutrality: “He that is not with me is 
against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth 
abroad” (Matthew 12:30). In the context of Matthew 12, that 
is not a generic motivational slogan. It is a declaration of 
spiritual war. The question is not whether one feels 
“religious,” but whose work one is actually furthering. To 
stand with the Holy Spirit’s testimony is to be with Christ 
and to gather. To corrupt that testimony—by calling the 
Spirit’s work demonic or by attaching the Spirit’s name to a 
counterfeit voice—is to side with the thief who breaks into 
the house and scatters the flock. Blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit is not only a sin of speech. It is Satan’s weapon 
for destroying the kingdom’s defenses—the power of the 
Holy Spirit of truth—and it is the exposure of allegiance. It 
shows, in the clearest possible terms, whether a person is 
standing with Christ and His Spirit, or standing with the 
one who binds that Spirit in order to plunder souls. 

That is why the issue is not merely irreverence, 
emotional outburst, or theological confusion. The issue is 
the corruption of the Spirit’s witness itself. Blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit is not simply “saying something bad” 
about God. It is the inversion of the Spirit of truth—calling 
what is evil divine, attributing falsehood to the Holy Spirit, 
or assigning the Holy Spirit’s name and authority to a 
counterfeit voice. Once that inversion takes hold, the 
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mechanism becomes self-protecting, because the person no 
longer thinks he is resisting God. He believes he is obeying 
Him. 

This is also why certain texts are so theologically 
explosive. When a text attributes to “the Spirit” acts and 
commands the Bible never attributes to the Holy Spirit’s 
function—murder, deception, robbery, kidnapping, or 
morally concealed violence—it is not making a small 
interpretive mistake. It is collapsing a boundary Scripture 
itself maintains. It takes the Spirit of truth and assigns His 
name to a different kind of voice altogether. That collapse is 
not merely doctrinal sloppiness. It is the mechanism by 
which blasphemy against the Holy Spirit becomes 
thinkable, defensible, and scalable. 

Once that firewall has been collapsed, the next step is 
predictable. When confronted with the contradiction, a 
Latter-day Saint defender is driven back into the Old 
Testament to scour judgment texts for any passage where 
“the LORD said” or “God commanded,” and then 
retroactively attribute those commands to the Holy Spirit in 
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order to defend 1 Nephi 4.  This is the secondary effect of 5

the mechanism: it does not merely misname a counterfeit 
voice as “the Spirit”; it trains the defender to rewrite 
Scripture’s own categories so that murder, deception, 
robbery, and kidnapping can still be called “being led by 
the Spirit.” In that sense, the pattern becomes Pharisaical. 
The Pharisees took the good works of the Holy Spirit and 
attached to them an evil label. Here, the move is inverted: 
evil acts are retained, and the defender is forced to search 
the Bible for ways to attach to them the holy label of the 
Spirit. 

The firewall matters. God judges. The Lord commands. 
But the Holy Spirit, as defined by Jesus Christ, guides into 
all truth. Once that distinction is erased, the name of the 
Holy Spirit can be attached to evil under the cover of piety. 
And once evil is baptized with the highest possible name, 
the soul is no longer merely tempted. It is disoriented at the 
level of recognition itself. 

 Moses 5:18–19, Pearl of Great Price. See footnote 28. Cited here in the 5

context of the warfare framework to establish that misdirected 
obedience — not open rebellion — is the adversary's preferred 
instrument. The Latter-day Saint defender who encounters the 
argument of this book and responds by defending 1 Nephi 4 is not 
necessarily acting from malice. He is acting from the same 
misidentification Cain demonstrated: sincere devotion directed toward 
a corrupted object, sustained by the mechanism the object itself 
installed.
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In summary, the Holy Spirit’s linguistic signature 
across both Testaments is consistent and precise. 
Judgment, destruction, and death commands are 
invariably attributed to “the LORD” or “God” directly—
never to the Holy Spirit. This distinction is not stylistic. It 
is definitional. The Holy Spirit guides into truth. God 
executes judgment. 1 Nephi 4:6 collapses that firewall 
deliberately, attributing the Spirit’s guidance to acts 
(murder, deception, lies, robbery, kidnapping, etc.) the 
Bible never once connects to the Holy Spirit’s function. 
That collapse is not a theological error. It is the 
mechanism of what this book will call the “Catch‑666”: 
the satanic day‑one exploit by which the one unforgivable 
sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit becomes the 
doorway for Satan to break into the kingdom and steal 
souls. 
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AUTHOR’S NOTE ON 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

That definition established, the question becomes 
strategic. Matthew 12:31–32  records Jesus Christ defining a 6

specific sin that will never be forgiven, even by Him. 
Because Satan is real, the highest objective of hell is not 
merely to tempt in general but to engineer that sin—the one 
that operates outside Jesus’s victory over sin—at scale. 

Jesus’ claim is not that some sins are too large for His 
atonement. He says the opposite: “Every sin and 
blasphemy will be forgiven people,” even speaking a word 
against the Son of Man. What He isolates is one exception—
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the “Spirit 
of truth” who guides into all truth, does not speak from 
Himself, and shows things to come. That exception only 
makes sense if that Spirit remains incorruptible. If the 
compass itself could be bent, the category of a single 
unforgivable sin would collapse into confusion. 

 Matthew 12:31–32 (KJV). 6

“All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven…”
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Some try to narrow Jesus’ warning to the Pharisees’ 
historical act of calling His miracles “the work of 
Beelzebul,” as if the unforgivable sin were only a 
momentary insult to Christ. But Jesus’ own words are more 
precise. He explicitly distinguishes between speaking 
against the Son of Man—which “will be forgiven”—and 
speaking against the Holy Spirit —which “will not be 7

forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.”  The line 8

He draws is not between general skepticism and general 
faith, but between ordinary sin and the deliberate 
corruption of the Spirit of truth’s witness. 

John 16:13 defines the Holy Spirit with precision : He 9

guides into all truth, does not speak from Himself, and 

 Luke 12:10 7

(parallel distinction: Son vs. Spirit)

 Matthew 12:31–32. See footnote 1. In this context the emphasis falls on 8

the strategic implication: because this sin exists and because Satan is 
real, the most efficient project of hell is not broad temptation but the 
precise engineering of this specific sin. Not by driving people away 
from God but by corrupting the faculty by which they recognize Him.

 John 16:13 (KJV). 9

“When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth… 
he shall not speak of himself… he will shew you things to come.”
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shows things to come. First John 4:1 issues the command: 
test the spirits.  10

When the spirit of 1 Nephi 4:6 is tested against that 
standard, it fails on every count.  11

First, guidance. The true Holy Spirit guides into all truth. 
The spirit of 1 Nephi 4:6  leads Nephi forward deliberately 12

blind—“not knowing beforehand the things which I should 
do”—into killing, robbery, impersonation, and kidnapping. 
In Matthew 12,  the Pharisees take evil labels and attach 13

them to the good works of the Holy Spirit, calling His 
ministry demonic. In 1 Nephi 4, the move is inverted: evil 
works are carried out under the holy label of the Spirit. In 

 1 John 4:1 (KJV). 10

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 
of God…”

 John 16:13. See footnote 2. Applied here as the three-count 11

prosecutorial standard: guidance into truth, non-self-originating 
speech, prophetic disclosure. The spirit of 1 Nephi 4 is tested against all 
three criteria and fails each one on the evidence of the Book of 
Mormon's own text.

 1 Nephi 4:6, the Book of Mormon 12

“I was led by the Spirit, not knowing beforehand the things which I 
should do.”

 Matthew 12:24 (context of Beelzebul accusation). 13

Pharisees attribute Jesus’ works to demonic power.
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both cases, the trajectory is the same and the symmetry is 
exact—corrupting the name and witness of the Spirit of 
truth. That is not guidance into truth. It is manipulation 
through deliberate concealment. 

Second, origin. The true Holy Spirit does not speak from 
Himself, but speaks what He hears. The spirit of 1 Nephi 4  14

speaks with autonomous justifying authority, issuing its 
own moral calculus—“it is better that one man perish”—
independent of the Father. That language is not innocent. It 
is the same calculus Caiaphas used in John 11:50,  when he 15

argued that “it is better for you that one man should die for 
the people, not that the whole nation should perish,” a 
rationale that immediately hardened the council into a 
settled plan to kill Jesus ( John 11:53).  As Matthew 2:3–5 16

shows, Caiaphas stands at the head of the prophetic 

 Book of Mormon, 1 Nephi 4:10–18. 14

(Full narrative context: killing Laban, impersonation, acquisition of 
plates, coercion of Zoram.)

 John 11:50 (KJV). 15

“It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people…”

 John 11:51–53. 16

Caiaphas’ statement and the council’s decision to kill Jesus.
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establishment, the very men Herod consults  to locate the 17

Messiah because of their knowledge of the scriptures; he is 
fully aware of Isaiah’s suffering‑servant prophecy. Isaiah 
53  depicts the Messiah voluntarily bearing the sins of 18

 Matthew 2:3–5 (KJV). "When Herod the king had heard these things, 17

he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had 
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 
demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto 
him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet." 
Caiaphas stands at the head of this prophetic establishment — the same 
class of men Herod consults as authoritative interpreters of Messianic 
scripture. He is not operating from ignorance of Isaiah 53. He knows 
exactly what the prophecy says and inverts it deliberately.

 Isaiah 53 (NKJV). Written approximately 700 BC, Isaiah 53 depicts the 18

Messiah as a voluntary suffering servant — the righteous One bearing 
the guilt of others at personal cost. Verse 7: "He was oppressed and He 
was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth." Verse 10: "Yet it pleased 
the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief." The trajectory is 
unambiguous: the powerful absorb suffering on behalf of the guilty. 
Caiaphas, operating from this same prophetic tradition, inverts it 
entirely — the powerful eliminate the innocent to preserve themselves. 
The Book of Mormon then places that inverted logic in the mouth of 
the Holy Spirit. Three documents. One trajectory reversed twice.
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others—the righteous One suffering for the guilty —but 19

Caiaphas  inverts that logic: the powerful sacrifice the 20

innocent to preserve themselves. John underscores this 
with cutting irony: “he did not say this of his own accord, 
but being high priest that year he prophesied” ( John 11:51)—
a fake prophet parroting Scripture to sanctify murder, not 
receiving fresh revelation from God. 

The Book of Mormon would have us believe that, in the 
nineteenth century, a “translation” by the power of Jesus 
Christ took that same inverted, murderous logic—already 
exposed and mocked in the Gospel of John—and placed it in 
the mouth of the Holy Spirit in a fictional narrative set six 

 Isaiah 53. See footnote 5. The inversion is now complete across three 19

documents: Isaiah depicts voluntary suffering servanthood. Caiaphas 
inverts it into sacrificing the innocent for institutional preservation. The 
Book of Mormon places that inverted logic in the mouth of the Holy 
Spirit and attributes it to the translation work of Jesus Christ Himself. 
By Mormon doctrine Jesus becomes the editor who canonizes His own 
murderer's reasoning as the voice of the Spirit of truth.

 John 11:51 (ESV). "He did not say this of his own accord, but being 20

high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation." 
John's irony here is surgical. He acknowledges the formal prophetic 
office while simultaneously exposing its corruption. Caiaphas 
prophesied — but what kind of prophecy does a corrupted priesthood 
produce? Not divine foresight. Demonic inversion dressed in stolen 
scripture. John expects the spiritually discerning reader to recognize 
the difference. The same discernment is required of the reader of 1 
Nephi 4.
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centuries earlier. By Mormon doctrine , Jesus Himself 21

becomes the editor who canonizes His own murderer’s 
reasoning as the voice of the Spirit of truth. To assign the 
Holy Spirit the very rationale that turns Isaiah’s 
self‑sacrifice into satanic “sacrifice others to save yourself” 
is not merely an error; it is apex blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit. 

Third, prophecy. The true Holy Spirit shows things to 
come. The spirit of 1 Nephi 4 promises Nephi the 
preservation of his nation. The Book of Mormon ends with 
the complete annihilation of the Nephite civilization. The 
spirit’s own prophecy fails inside its own canon.  22

 Book of Mormon, Title Page & introductory claims. 21

(Translation “by the gift and power of God” and purpose statements.)

 Mormon 6 and Moroni 10, Book of Mormon. Mormon 6 records the 22

final battle at Cumorah in which the Nephite civilization is annihilated 
— tens of thousands killed, the nation destroyed, Mormon himself 
mortally wounded. Moroni 10 is the final chapter of the entire Book of 
Mormon, written by the last surviving Nephite, sealing a record for a 
people who no longer exist. The spirit of 1 Nephi 4 promised Nephi that 
obtaining the brass plates was necessary so that his nation would not 
"dwindle and perish in unbelief." The nation dwindled. The nation 
perished. The spirit's own preservation logic fails inside the narrative 
arc of the book that canonizes it. A spirit that cannot accurately 
prophesy the fate of the people it is guiding does not meet the standard 
of John 16:13.
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The Mormon spirit is zero for three against the New 
Testament’s definition.  23

This is not an outside framework imposed on Latter‑day 
Saint scripture. This is the test 1 John 4:1 commands, 
applied using the standard John 16:13 provides, against 
evidence the Book of Mormon supplies against itself.  24

That is not the Spirit of truth. That is a counterfeit spirit 
failing the New Testament test inside its own canon. 

Before anything else in this book can be understood, a 
definition must be established. The term spiritual warfare is 
widely used, but rarely examined with precision. Without 

 1 Nephi 4:6, Book of Mormon. See footnote 3. The three-count failure 23

is documented sequentially: First, the spirit leads blind into killing, 
robbery, impersonation, and kidnapping — the opposite of guidance 
into truth. Second, the spirit issues its own autonomous moral 
justification independent of the Father — the opposite of non-self-
originating speech. Third, the spirit promises national preservation — a 
prophecy the Book of Mormon's own narrative arc refutes. See footnote 
16.

 1 John 4:1. See footnote 4. The command to test the spirits is not a 24

peripheral concern — it is the apostolic framework within which this 
entire Author's Note operates. The test has been conducted. The 
standard is John 16:13. The evidence is the Book of Mormon's own text. 
The verdict is that the spirit of 1 Nephi 4 fails every criterion the New 
Testament provides for identifying the true Holy Spirit.
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clarity here, every argument that follows risks being 
misread. 

In the New Testament, spiritual warfare is not primarily 
described as a physical struggle, nor even as a struggle 
against outward behavior. It is a conflict rooted in truth and 
deception. Ephesians 6:12 states that the struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against unseen powers and 
spiritual forces of evil.  Second Corinthians 10:3–5 25

describes the battleground explicitly as arguments, 
strongholds, and thoughts raised against the knowledge of 

 Ephesians 6:12 (NIV). "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 25

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms." Paul locates the primary battlefield not in behavior but in the 
unseen contest over what is believed, trusted, and obeyed. This is why 
the mechanism documented in this book operates through text and 
narrative rather than through coercion. The most effective spiritual 
warfare does not compel. It persuades.
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God, to be taken captive to the obedience of Christ.  Jesus 26

Himself identifies deception—not force—as the defining 
characteristic of the adversary, calling him in John 8:44 a 
liar and the father of lies who does not stand in the truth.  27

Taken together, these passages present a consistent 
picture. Spiritual warfare is not fundamentally about 
coercion. It is about misdirection. It is the contest over 

 2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (NKJV). "For though we walk in the flesh, we do 26

not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge 
of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ." The battleground Paul identifies is explicitly cognitive — 
arguments, strongholds, thoughts. This is the territory the Book of 
Mormon occupies. The mechanism does not operate through physical 
force. It operates through narrative immersion, doctrinal architecture, 
and the installation of a counterfeit discernment framework.

 John 8:44 (NKJV). "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of 27

your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the 
father of it." Jesus identifies deception — not force — as the defining 
characteristic of the adversary. Note the parallel to John 16:13: the Holy 
Spirit does not speak from Himself. The adversary speaks from his own 
resources. The contrast is exact and intentional. One transmits truth 
received from the Father. The other generates lies from himself. The 
spirit of 1 Nephi 4 speaks with autonomous self-generated moral 
authority — matching the profile of John 8:44, not John 16:13.
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what is believed to be true, what is trusted as divine, and 
what is obeyed as a result. 

This distinction matters because it reframes the nature 
of the threat. If the primary danger were simply 
disobedience, then the solution would be straightforward: 
resist temptation and adhere to commandments. But if the 
deeper danger is deception—if a person can be led to 
sincerely believe that something false is from God—then the 
entire battlefield shifts. The question is no longer only 
whether one obeys, but whether one is obeying the right 
voice. 

This introduces a far more serious possibility: that 
obedience itself can be misdirected. A person can act with 
full sincerity, convinced they are following God, while in 
fact responding to something else entirely. Even the 
Latter‑day Saint scriptures make this explicit: in Moses 5:18–
19, Cain “loved Satan more than God,” and “Satan 
commanded him, saying: Make an offering unto the Lord.” 
There, the adversary does not discourage worship; he 
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weaponizes it,  directing Cain to approach God in a way 28

that is already twisted. In that case, the issue is not 
rebellion. It is misidentification. 

It is at this point that the stakes escalate. 

Jesus’ definition of an unforgivable sin—a sin that will not 
be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come—means 
that spiritual warfare cannot be understood merely as a 
general struggle between good and evil. It is something far 
more precise. 

Because that sin exists, and because Satan is real, the 
most effective strategy is not broad temptation or open 
rebellion. It is targeted and scalable: to induce that specific 
sin. Not by driving people away from God, but by 
corrupting the very faculty by which they recognize Him—
so that what is false is sincerely called “divine,” and then 
defended as sacred. The Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of truth, is 

 Moses 5:18–19, Pearl of Great Price. "And Cain loved Satan more than 28

God. And Satan commanded him, saying: Make an offering unto the 
Lord." This passage from Latter-day Saint canon is cited here because it 
establishes, on LDS scripture's own terms, that Satan's primary strategy 
is not the rejection of worship but its weaponization. Satan does not tell 
Cain to abandon God. He tells Cain to approach God in a manner 
already twisted. The issue is not rebellion. It is misidentification. This 
mechanism — counterfeit devotion producing genuine damnation — is 
the operating principle this book documents at scale.
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that faculty’s true north; the unforgivable sin is to harden 
oneself against His witness until even that compass is 
rejected as a lie. 

Once that attribution is made, the mechanism sustains 
itself. The person is no longer resisting truth. They believe 
they are protecting it. 

Within this framework, spiritual warfare is best 
understood as the struggle to correctly recognize the voice 
of God. The stakes are not merely behavioral but 
foundational. If the mechanism by which a person discerns 
the divine is compromised, then every action that follows—
no matter how sincere—can be built on a false premise. 

This is why the New Testament places such emphasis on 
truth, discernment, and the testing of spirits. The danger is 
not always obvious. It does not necessarily appear as open 
opposition to God. More often, it appears as a close 
imitation—familiar language, familiar forms, and a sense of 
conviction that feels indistinguishable from the real thing. 

The most effective deception, therefore, is not the 
rejection of God. It is the misnaming of Him. To teach 
people to call what is not God “God” is not an error in 
vocabulary; it is one of the most diabolical forms of 
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spiritual warfare, and this book proceeds from that 
accusation. 
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PREFACE: A CALL FOR 
UNDERSTANDING 

From beginning to end, from eternity to eternity, the 
gospel of Jesus Christ stands in infinite truth and simplicity 
and I am making every effort to anchor this book is entirely 
in His light.  

Words are not merely units of communication. They are 
packets of eternal information. Just as a single photon of 
light emitted from a star billions of years ago carries within 
it the most intricate details of that star's composition  — its 29

heat, its age, its elemental makeup, even the planets that 
revolve around it — so too does every word carry within it 
the precise signature of the heart that produced it. Words 
are the photons of the heart. They travel across time 
unchanged. They arrive exactly as they were emitted. And 
to the trained eye they reveal everything. 

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

 Spectroscopy — the science of analyzing light — allows astronomers to 29

read the precise chemical and physical signature of a star from its 
emitted photons alone, regardless of distance or time elapsed. The 
photon carries its testimony unchanged across the universe.
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The words a man chooses, the words a spirit commands, 
the words a prophet writes and canonizes — these are not 
incidental. They are diagnostic. They reveal with perfect 
precision the heart, the intent, and the author that 
produced them. To be true to the words is to be true to 
truth itself. Those who are honest and earnest labor to 
bring clarity and precision to every word — because they 
understand that the words are the testimony. They are the 
fingerprint. They are the eternal record. 

Jesus Christ understood this with perfect clarity. So did 
the greatest lawyers in history. Masters of language 
understand that words create binding meaning — that once 
spoken or written they stand as an unimpeachable record, 
immovable and eternal. But not all men approach words 
with the same intent. The honest man labors to make every 
word precise and true — binding himself to the record he 
creates — because he intends to keep it. The liar engineers 
his words for escape — building in ambiguity, layering 
qualification, surrounding every statement with 
interpretive framework — not to illuminate the words but to 
dissolve them the moment they become inconvenient. But 
the deceiver is more sophisticated than both. He makes his 
words binding — precise, clear, and unambiguous — for the 
other party. While quietly engineering logical victory and 
conquest for himself, he builds the trap with engineered 
words and deception architecture. Then hands the other 
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party the lock. 

The master deceiver goes further still. Before he builds 
the trap he finds the thumbscrew — the one pressure point 
so deep, so personal, so essential to the other party's 
identity and survival that whoever controls it controls 
everything. Robert Greene identified this as the most 
powerful principle of human manipulation: discover what a 
man cannot bear to lose and you discover the key to 
everything he will do to keep it. The catch-666 mechanism 
did not merely construct a theological trap. It first 
identified the thumbscrew — eternal family — and built the 
entire architecture around it. The sealing. The celestial 
kingdom. The children. The parents. The generations 
bound together forever. Then it attached the unforgivable 
sin to the only exit. So that leaving the trap means losing 
everything the trap was built around. 

Because the words, standing alone and unadorned, 
expose all three — the honest man by his integrity, the liar 
by his evasion, and the deceiver by the asymmetry between 
what he bound others to and what he reserved for himself. 

Context is the smokescreen of liars. It always has been. It 
always will be. The first act of deception in all of human 
history was not a fabricated fact or an outright falsehood. It 
was a context argument. 
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*"Hath God said?"* 

Three words. Spoken in a garden. Before there was a 
single apologist to explain them. By the one who 
understood better than anyone that meaning lives in words 
— and that the most effective way to destroy meaning is not 
to contradict the words but to reframe them. To surround 
them. To question them. To bury them under enough 
interpretation that the original signal is lost. 

It is by this divine standard — the words themselves, 
exact, canonical, and eternal — and this standard alone, 
that we will examine the words of the Book of Mormon. Not 
the context constructed around them. Not the apologetic 
framework erected to protect them. Not the institutional 
interpretation layered over them across 200 years. 

The words. 

Every one. 

Accounted for. 

As Jesus Christ himself declared in Matthew 12:36-37 — 
by your words you shall be justified and by your words you 
shall be condemned. 
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34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, 
speak good things? for out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth speaketh. 

35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart 
bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the 
evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 

36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the 
day of judgment. 

37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned. 

Believers in the Book of Mormon have charged me with 
blasphemy for uncovering the darkness and defending the 
Holy Spirit of Truth, but to them I can only answer with the 
words of Jesus Christ in John 1:5:  
 
“And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not.”  30

 John 1:5 (KJV)30
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When asked by a Pharisee as to which commandment 
was the greatest, Jesus did not hesitate. He answered with 
perfect clarity: 

 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.”  31

This is the gospel of Jesus Christ. No hidden codes. No 
esoteric rituals. No system of secret oaths, covenants, and 
symbols behind pay-to-play temple walls. Jesus reduced the 
immeasurable weight of eternity to two commandments so 
simple a child can understand, yet so infinitely deep that 
ALL the prophets, ALL the laws, and the cross itself hang 
entirely upon them. 

ALL the law. ALL the prophets. Every commandment, 
every teaching, every revelation finds its fulfillment and 
source here: love God, love others as yourself. It is the 
single thread woven through creation to redemption. 
Forensically speaking, it is the divine fingerprint of Lord 
Jesus Christ. There is no inversion, no contradiction, no 

 Matthew 22:36–40; Mark 12:29–31 — Jesus defines the entire gospel in 31

the two great commandments.
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later amendments. From eternity to eternity, the entirety of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is selfless love, ALL of it. 

And the two great commandments are truly eternal in 
every sense of the word. A fair and equitable benchmark 
for every human being who has ever lived upon the earth. 
The illiterate farmer in ancient Asia, the tribal elder in 
Africa, the philosopher in Greece, the child born on the 
western frontier, the scholar in the university, the banker 
on Wall Street, all are measured by the same 
straightforward standard of love for God and love and 
forgiveness of others. Not by secret knowledge, not by 
rituals they could never access or understand, not by 
“binding” covenants or symbols, but by the simple, 
universal law of selfless love written on the heart of every 
human ever born.  32

In the spirit of honesty and transparency, even the Book 
of Mormon contains this truth in Moroni 7:16: 

For behold, the Spirit of Christ is given to every man, 
that he may know good from evil; wherefore, I show unto 
you the way to judge; for every thing which inviteth to 
do good, and to persuade to believe in Christ, is sent forth 

 Romans 2:14–15 — Paul affirms that even Gentiles, without the law, 32

show the law “written on their hearts.”
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by the power and gift of Christ; wherefore ye may know 
with a perfect knowledge it is of God.  33

No one is excluded. No one is disadvantaged. No life is 
wasted. No generation, language, or nation is left without 
access to this truth. For the Creator who fashioned all men 
and women in His image also gave all the capacity and 
conscience to love Him and to love one another. This is why 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is eternal, because it is rooted not 
in a system or organization, but in the very nature of God 
Himself.  34

And Jesus Christ made this unshakably precise and 
unmistakably clear: ALL the prophets, ALL the law, ALL of 
it flows from these two eternal commandments. ALL.  

ALL. Three letters. One meaning. No loophole. No 
requirement for future revelation. And in all reality, No 
escape. It defines ALL the gospel of Jesus Christ. And as 
we will investigate in great detail, this small three letter 
word "ALL" also exposes the Book of Mormon for what it 
is: the fingerprint of Satan burned into false scripture. 

 Moroni 7:16, the Book of Mormon33

 1 John 4:7–8 — “Love is of God… for God is love.”34
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Word inversion and satanic wordplay are not accidents. 
They are weapons. The same tricks employed by cunning 
lawyers to hide in the fine print of contracts — redefining 
terms, burying clauses, trapping the unsuspecting, these 
are the very tactics Satan deploys in the Book of Mormon 
and Mormonism. But here the stakes are eternal. This book 
of counterfeit scripture weaponizes the one unforgivable 
sin, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit of Truth,  by a four-35

step mechanism which we will review in later chapters. 

The counterfeit scripture does not simply deceive; it 
reveals its own deception and then demands participation 
in it.  In four deliberate turns, the Book of Mormon trains, 
redefines, exposes, and finally binds.  When Moroni 
declares that the Spirit of Christ is “plain as daylight,” the 
book admits that in 1 Nephi 4 it first taught the reader to 
call light darkness—then commands them in Moroni 10:4 to 
ask the darkness itself to prove itself light.  This is Catch 
666: a self-aware spiritual snare.  

The Book of Mormon places the words of Caiaphas and 
Satan, that triggered the plot to murder Jesus Christ, into 

 Matthew 12:31–32; Mark 3:29 — blasphemy of the Holy Spirit identified 35

by Jesus as the unforgivable sin.
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the very mouth of the “Mormon” Holy Spirit,  it attributes 36

the murder of innocent children and the laughter of Satan 
to the victorious post-Calvary, resurrected Jesus Christ 
Himself,  replacing true spiritual discernment and faith 37

with a counterfeit confirmation system,  inverting Christ’s 38

word ALL into total exclusion,  disguising chains as 39

“covenants,”  sealing the trap by demanding loyalty to the 40

very voice of darkness  and by warping and diabolically 41

redefining Jesus Christ’s own definition of the one 

 1 Nephi 4:13, The Book of Mormon — the “Spirit” tells Nephi it is “better 36

that one man should perish than that a nation should dwindle and 
perish in unbelief.” Compare with John 11:50 — Caiaphas’s reasoning.

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon — the “voice of Jesus” declares 37

responsibility for the destruction of cities and mass death, while also 
stating the devil laughs.

 Moroni 10:4, The Book of Mormon — test of truth defined as a “burning 38

in the bosom.” Compare with Doctrine and Covenants 9:8.

 Joseph Smith—History 1:19 (Pearl of Great Price) — all churches, all 39

creeds, and all professors of religion declared corrupt and an 
abomination.

 M. Russell Ballard, “Keeping Covenants,” Ensign, May 1993; Ballard 40

warns that breaking covenants opens one to “bondage of Satan.” 
Reflects inversion of freedom and chains.

 John 16:13 — the true Holy Spirit “guides into all truth.” Contrast with 41

the BoM’s counterfeit spirit demanding obedience to murderous logic.
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unforgivable sin.  And to cement the fraud, it forges its 42

own fictional history: merging real names and places with 
invented and fictional civilizations,  plagiarizing Isaiah 43

centuries before the Dead Sea Scrolls,  quoting Paul before 44

Paul was even born,  and placing 1611 King James English 45

 Jesus Christ defines blasphemy against the Holy Spirit in Matthew 42

12:31-32 as attributing the Holy Spirit's work to evil sources—calling 
divine work demonic. However, Alma 39:5-6 in the Book of Mormon 
redefines this unforgivable sin as denying the Holy Ghost "after having 
received it" and denying "the truth" after gaining knowledge of it. This 
redefinition transforms the unforgivable sin from the act of inverting 
divine attribution (as Jesus defined it) into the act of rejecting one's 
prior "spiritual confirmation"—effectively making apostasy from 
Mormonism the unforgivable sin. This warping serves as an 
enforcement mechanism: once a person receives "spiritual 
confirmation" through Moroni 10:4 (from the very source demonstrated 
to invert moral attribution in 1 Nephi 4), Alma 39's redefinition traps 
them by making any subsequent rejection of that confirmation 
equivalent to committing the one sin God cannot forgive. See Matthew 
12:31-32; Mark 3:28-29; Alma 39:5-6.

 Book of Mormon narratives introduce Nephites, Lamanites, Jaredites, 43

and fictional New World civilizations; no archaeological or historical 
evidence exists.

 Isaiah 53 dated ~700 BC (historically preserved in Dead Sea Scrolls 44

~200 BC). Yet BoM quotes Isaiah verbatim in 2 Nephi 7–8, centuries 
before their attestation.

  1 Corinthians 13 (“charity never faileth,” ~50–55 AD). Quoted in Book 45

of Mormon, Moroni 7, allegedly written ~400 AD by Mormon/Moroni, 
but long before Paul historically existed in Nephite timeline.
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in the mouths of prophets supposedly writing in 600 BC.  46

This is the ultimate diabolical lawyer trick, mixing fact, 
fiction and falsehoods into a deceptive narrative where 
poison tastes like candy, chains feel like wings, and the 
conscience is dulled and the soul is bound. 

And this is why it is so dangerous: because the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died to atone for all the sins of all 
mankind, warned that there is a single sin which cannot be 
forgiven, neither in this world nor in the world to come 
(Matthew 12:31–32). For the adversary, this is the head shot, 
the kill shot. If and only if Satan could successfully 
weaponize blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, if he could 
invert the Spirit’s voice, rebrand His witness as lies, and get 
men and women to love the lies and defend them faithfully 
as truth, then he has found his only sure way of dragging 
human souls into hell. 

And as you would expect, weaponizing the one 
unforgivable sin is no small task. It is not a parlor trick or a 
magician’s sleight of hand. It must be honest. It must be 
transparent. It must persuade the human conscience in full 
disclosure of the lies and blasphemy to kneel before Satan 
willingly. For the trap only closes when men and women 

 KJV markers (e.g., italicized supplied words) appear in BoM 46

quotations of Isaiah (2 Nephi 12–24), showing 1611 English imported into 
“600 BC” America.
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voluntarily choose to call the devil God, and the Spirit of 
Truth a liar. 

I am very aware that In Defense of the Spirit of Truth will 
offend some. That’s inevitable, not because truth is cruel, 
but because deception hates exposure.  47

This is not an attack on Mormons, or rather, on 
members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints , as they now insist on being called after decades of 48

branding themselves as “Mormons.”  Many are sincere, 49

devout, and seeking God. But sincerity does not excuse 
deception. I am not confronting the Mormon people, I am 
exposing the Mormon program, the spiritual warfare 

 Ephesians 5:11 (KJV), “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 47

works of darkness, but rather reprove them.”

 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. “The Lord Has 48

Impressed upon My Mind the Importance of the Name He Has Revealed 
for His Church.” Newsroom, 16 Aug. 2018, https://
newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/name-of-the-church.

 While the institution now insists on being called The Church of Jesus 49

Christ of Latter-day Saints, it spent decades branding itself as Mormon—
from Mormon.org to the I’m a Mormon campaign. The shift to disown 
the name came only after mounting scrutiny. This book uses Mormon 
and Mormonism intentionally, to refer to the theological system, not 
the corporate rebrand. Changing the name doesn’t change the 
doctrine.
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framework of deception  established in the Bible, and the 50

strategic spiritual weapons embedded in plain English (and 
112 other languages) in the Book of Mormon from its very 
first page.  51

Indeed, the Bible makes it clear that in spiritual warfare, 
people are not the enemy, but the enemy is the power and 
rulers of darkness of this world and spiritual wickedness in 
the unseen world.  52

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” 

 Mark 7:6–7 (KJV) 50

“This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.”

 The Title Page of the Book of Mormon sets the trap: it claims divine 51

origin (“an abridgment…to come forth by the gift and power of God”), 
but immediately adds a self-protecting disclaimer—“if there are faults 
they are the mistakes of men; wherefore, condemn not the things of 
God…” This is spiritual sleight of hand. It hardwires guilt into doubt, 
frames critique as rebellion against God, and threatens judgment for 
questioning error. That’s not revelation. That’s preemptive spiritual 
manipulation of a lying, deceptive spirit—and it starts before the first 
verse is even read.

 Ephesians 6:12 (KJV)52
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— Ephesians 6:12 

Using Mormonism’s own scriptures, doctrines, and 
prophetic claims, and measuring them against the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, I will expose what is the core exploit: a 
counterfeit spirit posing as God. It mimics the voice of God. 
It flatters. It burns the bosom.  It speaks in scriptural 53

tones, while slowly and diabolically reversing and twisting 
the very fabric of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

At its periphery, Mormonism radiates an almost 
irresistible facade: family devotion, clean living, charitable 
service, and the sheen of wholesome American optimism. 
Superficially it speaks the language of Jesus Christ, sings 
hymns of grace, and builds temples that gleam like 
monuments to heaven itself. Yet beneath this polished 
surface lies a rotten core, a spiritual trap engineered with 
surgical precision. 

At its core, I will show that the Book of Mormon 
functions as spiritual malware, a counterfeit revelation that 
weaponizes the one unforgivable sin: blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit. Not through open rebellion, which would 
be too easy to detect and defend against, but through 

 Jeremiah 17:9  53

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who 
can know it?”
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diabolical inversion, by twisting the foundation of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, corrupting its essence while 
perfecting its appearance. 

This is not Satanism cloaked in darkness; it is Satan 
masquerading as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14)—
wearing the aprons of false priesthoods, wielding purpose-
built, weaponized golden scripture, and recoding the 
gospel of Christ into a system of greed, lust, power, and 
riches, administered through spiritual chloroform  that 54

numbs discernment before the soul realizes it has been 
claimed. 

The Latter-Day Catch-22 paradox is this: purity, mixed 
with the allure of power, wealth, and authority. The more 
righteous and “chosen” the Book of Mormon makes a 
believer feel, the more dangerous it becomes. For the 
moment a believer calls that lying and deceptive spirit 

 Mark Twain, Roughing It, 1872, Chapter 16 54

“The book is a curiosity to me. It is such a pretentious affair, and yet so 
slow, so sleepy; such an insipid mess of inspiration. It is chloroform in 
print.”
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“Holy,” the road to consent and acceptance begins — 
gradual, deliberate, and deadly.  55

This Latter-Day Catch-22 is what I call the Catch-666: a 
spiritual zero-day exploit, a soul-level trap that with full 
transparency, uses the greed, ego and ambition of believers 
to bypass logic, numb discernment, and rewire the 
conscience. It damns those who comply with the 
counterfeit spirit by the One Unforgivable Sin, and 
ironically institutionally brands as “damned” those who 
resist it, by redefining blasphemy itself.  56

The Catch-666 trap unfolds in four coordinated moves.  

Step 1: Commit the Unforgivable Sin | 1 Nephi 4 
Step 2: Warp the definition of the Sin | Alma 39:5-6 
Step 3: Provide full transparency | Moroni 7:12-18 
Step 4: Voluntary Spiritual lockdown | Moroni 10:4 

 This principle is rooted in Jesus’ warning about blasphemy against 55

the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31–32), where attributing the work of evil to 
God—or vice versa—crosses an unforgivable threshold. When a person 
calls a lying spirit “Holy,” they don’t merely fall into error—they form an 
agreement. Over time, that agreement becomes loyalty, and that loyalty 
becomes bondage. See also 2 Thessalonians 2:11–12, which describes 
God allowing a strong delusion upon those who “received not the love 
of the truth.”

 Alma 39:5-6, The Book of Mormon56
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The Book of Mormon introduces a counterfeit spirit 
battling Nephi's conscience, the Holy Spirit's restraint 
against murder.  In one of the first 'satanic easter eggs' 57

planted by the Satanic architect, using Caiaphas's exact 
logic for murdering Jesus Christ ('It is better that one man 
should perish…,' 1 Nephi 4:13), the counterfeit breaks 
through, justifying murder and enabling deception. Nephi 
himself documents the moment: 'when I Nephi, had heard 
these words' (1 Nephi 4:14), identifying precisely which 
words collapsed his moral resistance. Those words—
hijacked from Isaiah's prophecies (700 BC) by Caiaphas in 
30 CE to justify murdering Jesus Christ ( John 11:50)—now 
appear in the Book of Mormon as a divine command in a 

 See 1 Nephi 4:10–18, where Nephi admits, 'I shrunk and would that I 57

might not slay Laban,' yet reports being 'constrained by the Spirit.' His 
moral recoil reflects the Holy Spirit's conviction against sin (Romans 
2:15: 'conscience also bearing witness'; John 16:8: 'reprove the world of 
sin'). Scripture is unambiguous: 'God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man' ( James 1:13); 'God is light, and in him is 
no darkness' (1 John 1:5); God 'cannot lie' (Titus 1:2). Therefore, any 
voice commanding sin through deception cannot be the Holy Spirit. 
Critically, Nephi identifies which words broke his resistance: 'when I, 
Nephi, had heard these words' (1 Nephi 4:14). Grammatically, 'these 
words' refers to verse 13—Caiaphas's logic. The text documents that 
these specific words, not vague promptings, caused his moral collapse.
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text supposedly from 600 BC, translated by Christ's power 
in 1827, adding layer on layer to the logic of blasphemy.  58

That same voice, now wearing the counterfeit face of the 
resurrected Jesus Christ, later boasts of the slaughter of 

 The phrase 'It is better that one man should perish than that a nation 58

should dwindle and perish in unbelief' (1 Nephi 4:13) directly echoes 
Caiaphas: 'It is expedient for us that one man should die for the people, 
and that the whole nation perish not' ( John 11:50). Caiaphas, rejecting 
Jesus as Isaiah's Messiah, twisted that prophecy into pretext for state 
murder. When that same logic reappears as divine command in the 
Book of Mormon—and Nephi explicitly says 'when I heard these words' 
caused his flip (1 Nephi 4:14)—the inversion is complete. If translated by 
Christ's power in 1827, He deliberately connected His murderer's 30 CE 
words to a prophet's conscience-override in 600 BC.
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innocent children: “the devil laugheth, and his angels 
rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and daughters 
of my people” (3 Nephi 9:2).  

The Book of Mormon in Alma 39:5-6 and Mormon 
leaders then redefine the unforgivable sin, blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost as denying that witness from the 
lying deceptive murderous Mormon holy spirit of 1 Nephi 4. 

Which means: if you accept the “witness,” you are 
complicit in blasphemy against the true Spirit; if you resist 
and deny it, you are told by the Book of Mormon you’ve 
committed blasphemy anyway. Either way, you are caught. 

Prior to locking the aspiring Mormon into spiritual 
captivity, the Book of Mormon is completely transparent 
about it’s own deception. It tells you in Moroni 7:14-16, that 
your instinct about Nephi’s Mormon “holy spirit” driven 
murder, lies, deception, robbery and kidnapping were right 
from the beginning,  and it admits that it knows full well 59

the true definition of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit,  60

then warns the reader NOT to commit it, by revealing that 

 Moroni 7:15-16, the Book of Mormon59

 Moroni 7:14, the Book of Mormon60
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the Spirit of Christ within you (that it trained you to ignore) 
was the answer all along.  61

Diabolically in Moroni 10:4, the Book of Mormon 
instructs you to pray for a manifested sign of confirmation, 
promising that the Mormon “Holy Ghost”, who has already 
been introduced as a murderer, liar, deceiver, thief and 
kidnapper  will reveal the truth to you. By this point, the 62

aspiring believer has fully opened the door to the 
counterfeit spirit by accepting its evil as the works of the 
Holy Spirit of Truth. 

The Catch-666 spiritual contact works like all legal 
contracts, where it doesn’t matter what you think the fine 
print says or means. It doesn’t matter how sincere your 
interpretation or intent is. What matters is what is printed 
on the page — because that’s what enforces the terms. The 
Book of Mormon works the same way: 

• In black and white print, the Mormon “Holy Spirit” 
commands murder for the Lord and guides and supports 
Nephi through lies, deception, impersonation, theft, and 
kidnapping of the innocent (1 Nephi 4). 

 Moroni 7:16, the Book of Mormon61

 1 Nephi 4:6, the Book of Mormon “And I was led by the Spirit, not 62

knowing beforehand the things which I should do.”
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• In black and white print, the resurrected Mormon 
Jesus rejoices with the devil over the murders of “the fair 
sons and daughters” (3 Nephi 9:2). 

• In black and white print, Alma 39:5-6 redefines Jesus 
Christ's own definition of the unforgivable sin—
transforming blasphemy against the Holy Spirit from 
calling divine work evil (Matthew 12:31-32) into denying 
"the Holy Ghost" after receiving spiritual confirmation. 

• In black and white print, Moroni 7: 12-19 admits 
knowledge of the true moral law; reveals that ignoring 
the inner light was itself blasphemy. 

• In black and white print, Moroni 10:4 orders the 
reader—after the admission in Moroni 7:12-19 to seek 
confirmation from the same external voice that authored 
the deception, guiding believers to pray for confirmation 
of fiction, fantasy, and falsehoods from that very spirit. 
This locks believers into whatever "testimony" they 
received from the compromised source, making apostasy 
itself the one sin God cannot forgive. Once you've prayed 
to the inverted spirit and received "confirmation," 
questioning or denying that experience becomes the 
unforgivable sin. The exit is sealed. 
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That’s the contract. That’s the Catch-666. You can argue, 
rationalize, or reinterpret, but it doesn’t change the binding 
terms. The words themselves carry the trap. And once you 
consent — once you call that voice “Holy” — the contract 
takes effect, no matter how you feel about it. 

The Book of Mormon is not merely a theological 
curiosity. Mark Twain once mocked it as “chloroform in 
print.”  He was right, but not in the way he imagined. 63

The danger isn’t boredom. It’s sedation.  

Like chloroform for the soul, the Book of Mormon 
functions as a spiritual anesthetic — dulling discernment, 
disarming the conscience, and opening the door for 
doctrinal poison and parasitic deception to slip in 
undetected. It mimics the vocabulary of the Bible while 
subtly reprogramming how its reader sees Jesus Christ, 
hears His voice, and feels the Holy Spirit. It does this by 
inverting the foundational teachings of Christ in the areas 
most prone to human pride and ego: wealth , faith  and 64 65

sexuality.  66

 Mark Twain, Roughing It (1872), Chapter 1663

 Jacob 2:18-19, The Book of Mormon64

 Moroni 10:4, The Book of Mormon65

 Doctrine and Covenants 132 vs. Jacob 2:24, 27, 28, 3066
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A clear example of this corruption appears in how the 
Book of Mormon inverts Jesus’ teachings about wealth. 

In the Gospels, Jesus delivers a consistent and 
uncompromising warning: wealth and the pursuit of riches 
is spiritually corrosive. It feeds pride, blinds the heart, and 
separates the soul from God. When a rich young ruler 
approached Him , someone who had kept the 67

commandments sincerely since youth and was looking for 
instructions to obtain eternal life, Jesus did not tell him to 
invest wisely, tithe, be more charitable or wait for further 
revelation. His command was direct and absolute: 

“If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and 
give (distribute) to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come and follow me.”  68

There is no hedge. No delay. No promise of earthly 
reward for righteous intent. Jesus tells the man to give 
everything away, not to Him, not to the church or any 
religious institution, but directly to the poor. He doesn’t 
insert Himself as a financial intermediary, broker, or fiscal 
steward. The directive is clean, immediate, and non-

 Luke 18:18–30 (KJV)67

 Matthew 19:21, KJV68
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negotiable, and it aligns perfectly with the entirety of 
Christ’s teaching on wealth and riches. 

“Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” , and “Blessed be 69

ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God.”  “Woe unto you 70

that are rich! for ye have received your consolation.”  71

But the Book of Mormon inverts Christ’s teachings with 
surgical precision—transforming the pursuit of wealth into a 
sacred path to salvation. 

Jesus Christ tells the rich man: “Sell all you have. Give to 
the poor. Follow Me.”But the Book of Mormon says: “Be 
free with your substance, that they may be rich like unto 
you.” One command crucifies the ego; the other crowns it. 
Jesus doesn’t say, “Make them rich like you.” He says, 
“Empty yourself. Become poor. Come die with Me.” He 
offers no tax write-off, no prosperity kickback, no 
middleman status—just a cross.  

Jacob 2:17 flips the equation. It manufactures a false 
generosity by keeping the rich man rich while commanding 
him to try to make others rich like him—the exact opposite 

 Matthew 6:24, KJV69

 Luke 6:20, KJV70

 Luke 6:24, KJV71
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of what Jesus commands. It enshrines a fake equality: an 
impossible standard where wealth itself remains the 
measure of righteousness, while charity serves as the moral 
laundering of greed. It replaces the image of the infinitely 
selfless Christ with the image of the wealthy, pure, and 
pious Mormon. This isn’t charity; it’s spiritual narcissism 
dressed in religious language. And it is not just wrong—it is 
blasphemous. For it teaches believers to see themselves as 
saviors: entitled to wealth, and called to remake others in 
their own image. 

The words of Jacob, “Be free with your substance, that 
they may be rich like unto you” sound holy, but when 
executed to perfection they form one of Satan’s most 
efficient weapons. It is a vicious circular snare: the more 
one gives to make others rich, the richer the system 
becomes, and the further everyone drifts from heaven. 
Jesus Christ said plainly, “It is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.”  The result is a self-feeding economy of 72

damnation—feigned charity that fattens the golden calf. 

And the trap only deepens. In the following verses Jacob 
2:18–19, the Book of Mormon offers what appears to be 

 Luke 18:25 (KJV): “For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s 72

eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.”
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spiritual guidance in seeking Jesus Christ but is actually a 
roadmap to Satan. 

“But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the kingdom 
of God. And after ye have obtained a hope in Christ ye shall 
obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will seek them for the 
intent to do good…”   73

On the surface, it sounds noble, righteous even. But this 
is a theological phishing attack: a baited inversion that 
makes greed look godly. It reframes Christ’s direct 
command to give up all possessions into a two-step 
prosperity gospel: seek God first, then go get rich, as long 
as you claim it’s “to do good.” In reality, it baptizes 
covetousness, sanctifies selfish ambition, and disguises 
greed as virtue. 
 
The idea that Jesus would endorse such logic is not only 
foreign to His teachings, it is a spiritual forgery. A divine-
sounding bribe. A parasitic distortion of holiness itself. In 
Matthew 4:9, Satan offers Jesus all the kingdoms of the 
world if He will bow down. 

 Jacob 2:18–19, the Book of Mormon73
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“All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and worship me.”  74

 Jesus rejects it. Mormonism accepts it — hook, line, and 
sinker — and writes it into doctrine. 

Ironically, the Book of Mormon itself predicts the end 
result of this kind of deception. In Mormon 8:32, it warns:  

“Yea, it shall come in a day when… churches shall 
become corrupted… because of pride, and because of false 
teachers, and false doctrine.”   75

It describes churches that promise forgiveness “for your 
money” and exposes what they truly value:  

“Ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine 
apparel, and the adorning of your churches, more than ye 
love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted.”  It 76

doesn’t stop there.  

 Matthew 4:9, The Holy Bible (KJV)74

 Mormon 8:32, the Book of Mormon75

 Mormon 8:37, the Book of Mormon76

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 54



“Why have ye polluted the holy church of God?”  77

Moroni asks in verse 38.  

And the answer is clear: because just as Jacob 2:18-19 
commands, they sought riches with the “intent” to do 
good. That’s why they dressed in fine apparel, built ornate 
temples, and invested in spreading their message, while 
rejecting Christ’s command to forsake the world and store 
up intangible treasure measured by following Him in 
heaven. Because they bought into Satan’s lie that “seeking 
riches” on Earth is holy if you “intend” to do well. Because 
they made mammon their Messiah. 

The indictment is unmistakable: the Mormon church 
hoards assets, constructs extravagant temples costing 
hundreds of millions of dollars each , and secretly 78

manages hundreds of  billions in financial holdings under 

 Mormon 8:38, the Book of Mormon77

 The cost of LDS temples is not publicly disclosed, but estimates for 78

recent temples range from $70 million to over $200 million each. See: 
“How Much Does It Cost to Build an LDS Temple?” by Peggy Fletcher 
Stack, Salt Lake Tribune, 2019.
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shell corporations , then still have the audacity to call it 79

“the Lord’s plan.” Mormons spend more on investment 
portfolios and luxury developments, like the multibillion-
dollar City Creek shopping center in downtown Salt Lake 
City , than on the poor, and sanctify it with scripture. This 80

isn’t stewardship. It’s Judas with a temple recommend. It’s 
the prosperity gospel cosplay. And as we have just shown, it 
is a complete inversion of Jesus Christ as He taught in the 
New Testament. 

As you can see, the Book of Mormon and Mormonism 
don’t offer holiness. They offer a substitute gospel—one that 
appeals to the ego, pride and flesh while mimicking the 
voice of the Spirit. And this is how the deception works: it 
creates a living paradox, a spiritual condition in which 
literal blasphemy against Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 

 David Nielsen, a former Ensign Peak advisor and whistleblower, 79

revealed to the SEC that the LDS Church amassed over $100 billion in 
tax-advantaged investment funds through Ensign Peak Advisors, using 
shell companies to obscure the true size and scope. See: The 
Washington Post, "Mormon Church Amassed $100 Billion in Secret 
Investment Fund," Dec 17, 2019.

 The City Creek Center, a luxury mall opened in 2012, was developed 80

by Property Reserve Inc., the for-profit real estate arm of the LDS 
Church. The project cost an estimated $1.5 billion. See: Reuters, 
“Mormon Church’s City Creek Center Opens in Salt Lake City,” March 
2012.
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feels sacred from the inside, yet is verifiably hypocritical 
and anti-Christ to any honest outside observer. 

Just ask Zoram.  This inversion isn't theoretical—even 81

within the Book of Mormon's own fictional narrative, it has 
victims. We must infer from the story that Zoram’s mother 
and father, friends and family, were subjected to a lifetime 
of psychological torture haunted by his sudden 
disappearance, a kidnapping guided by the Mormon Holy 
Spirit. Wounds that will never heal. Real people, bound by 
real deception, passed down through generations. The 
pattern was set from the beginning. 

He was deceived and followed a man who lied, used 
sorcery to imitate a murdered man’s identity, voice and 
knowledge, stole sacred records and valuable personal 
property, and murdered their guardian while he was drunk 
and defenseless, then claimed the (Mormon) Holy Spirit 
guided him to do it. That man was Nephi. 

 Zoram was Laban’s servant and the keeper of the brass plates in 1 81

Nephi 4. After Nephi murdered Laban and impersonated him by 
wearing his clothes, he deceived Zoram into helping him retrieve the 
records. Reassured by an oath, Zoram consented to follow Nephi. This 
act of consent—given under deception—bound not only Zoram, but also 
his future lineage, which was later cursed and targeted for destruction 
(see 2 Nephi 1:30–32; Alma 3:6–7). His name became a justification for 
intergenerational condemnation, rooted in a moment of spiritual 
misdirection.
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Zoram, sedated by blind trust built on a foundation of 
deception, murder and robbery, dropped his guard. He 
consented to the lying spirit Nephi obeyed. And the 
parasite entered, not just him, it infected his entire future 
lineage. 

“The devil… was a murderer from the beginning, not 
holding to the truth	, for there is no truth in him… he is a 
liar and the father of lies.”  82

— John 8:44 

That’s the spirit Zoram followed. And the proof wasn’t 
just in Nephi’s actions. It was in generational corruption of 
Zoram’s descendants.  

Generations later, the Zoramites did not abandon belief, 
they institutionalized the lie. Their religion was precise, 
structured, and proud. One by one, they climbed a high 
tower, stood alone, and recited a scripted prayer. It was not 
a cry for mercy but a declaration of superiority. 

“Holy God, we believe that thou hast separated us from 
our brethren… we believe that thou hast elected us to be 
thy holy children.” 

 John 8:4482
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— Alma 31:16–17  83

They didn’t reject revelation. They followed one. But it 
wasn’t from God. 

It was the same spirit that lied to Nephi , the spirit that 84

justified murder in the name of promised preservation that 
later rotted and perished, that flattered obedience while 
feeding deception. And now, that spirit had matured. It no 
longer needed violence. It had moved into ritual. Into 
certainty. Into pride dressed as praise. 

 Alma 31:16–17 It’s not just arrogance—it’s the final stage of infection, 83

where a counterfeit spirit has fully reprogrammed worship into self-
exaltation and faith into spiritual narcissism.

 In 1 Nephi 4:6, Nephi writes, “I was led by the Spirit, not knowing 84

beforehand the things which I should do.” That single line becomes the 
spiritual justification for everything that follows: murder, theft, 
impersonation, deception, and kidnapping—all allegedly commanded 
by the Holy Ghost. But nowhere in the record—from the time Nephi 
leaves his father’s tent to the moment he kills Laban—is there any 
mention of prayer, counsel, or seeking God’s will. There is no plea for 
confirmation. Only a claim of being “led.” The so-called Spirit then 
speaks in 1 Nephi 4:13, using the same logic as Caiaphas in John 11:50: 
“It is better that one man perish than that a nation dwindle and perish 
in unbelief.” This is not divine revelation. It is the voice of a false spirit, 
echoing the exact rationale used to murder Jesus Christ. Worse still, the 
prophecy fails: the nation does perish. The logic collapses, the spirit 
lies, and the fruit exposes the fraud. If Nephi was led, it was not by the 
Spirit of Christ—but by an imposter cloaked in holiness.
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The children of Zoram were no longer victims of a lie. 
They were keepers of it, and possessed by it. 

That is the paradox. That is the warning. The most 
dangerous spirit is not the one that tempts you to rebel. It’s 
the one that rewards you for obeying the wrong voice, the 
one that leads you to commit the one unforgivable sin, and 
makes you feel holy for doing it. 

The deception doesn't end with doctrine—it's 
institutionalized in ritual. This is clearest in the LDS temple. 

The deception becomes undeniable when you realize 
this: the voice of Satan and the voice Mormons are trained 
to revere as the Holy Spirit are not merely similar—they are 
identical. You see it in the Book of Mormon. You hear it in 
the LDS temple. In what Mormons are taught is the most 
sacred ceremony on earth, the character Satan speaks with 
full ceremonial authority, a voice they're conditioned to 
distinguish from the Holy Spirit. Yet the logic, the tone, and 
the theology are identical to the voice in 1 Nephi 4:13.  
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“If you do not walk up to every covenant made in 
this temple and its altars, you will be in my power.”   85

But here’s the problem: in the real world Satan doesn’t 
warn people how to avoid him. That’s not how deception 
works. Satan flatters, manipulates, and lies. If that line were 
a real warning, it would be a strategic failure.  

The truth is far darker, Satan is saying it because he 
already owns the Mormon temple system and those who 
have covenanted with it. The trap is already sprung. The 
terms are already rigged. The voice of coercion is 
embedded deep within the ritual, and Mormons, 
conditioned by the system, call it holy. 

This is the same voice that speaks in 1 Nephi 4:13, where 
the so-called “Spirit of the Lord” justifies murder, 
deception, theft, and kidnapping using the exact logic of 

 This line appeared for decades in the LDS temple endowment 85

ceremony, historically spoken by the character of Satan: “If you do not 
walk up to every covenant made in this temple and altars, you will be in 
my power.” It was part of both live and filmed endowment sessions and 
is confirmed by numerous firsthand accounts, including those 
predating the 2019 script revision. 

For documentation, see public transcriptions and former participant 
testimonies archived via MormonLeaks, Reddit’s Exmormon forums, 
and sources such as Inside the Mormon Temple by Isaiah Bennett.
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Caiaphas from John 11:50: “It is better that one man 
perish…”, a direct inversion of Jesus’ gospel. That logic is 
Satanic. It mocks Isaiah 53. It slanders the Holy Spirit. And 
when Mormons accept that voice as divine, they’re not just 
being misled, they’re being reprogrammed to call 
blasphemy sacred. 

This is the true horror: the LDS system doesn’t just 
imitate Christianity, it inverts it. It replaces the voice of the 
Shepherd—“Come unto me… and I will give you rest” 
(Matthew 11:28)—with the voice of the Accuser, who says in 
the Mormon temple, “Obey every covenant, or you will be 
in my power.”  The result? A spiritual condition in which 86

literal blasphemy against Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
feels sacred from the inside, yet to any honest outside 
observer, is unmistakably satanic. 

Once you accept that voice as holy, everything else 
follows, obedience, loyalty, blindness, and bondage. The 
entire system is a Trojan horse, and inside it is the voice of 
the one Jesus called “a murderer from the beginning.” 

Just ask Mormon Elder Robert D. Hales of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles who reiterates the same message 

 Satan speaks freely in the Mormon temple ceremony, “If you do not 86

walk up to every covenant made in this temple and these altars you will 
be in my power.”
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spoken by Satan in the endowment: Your freedom hangs on 
temple obedience. Keep every covenant or you forfeit it 
and step under Satan’s domination. 

“…obedience keeps us free from the bondage of 
Satan. If we are faithful and obedient, he cannot 
dominate or control us.”  87

That’s not a warning from God. That’s a threat straight 
out of the mouth of Satan in the Mormon temple 
endowment: Break your covenant, and I (Satan) own you. 
Hales just repeats and reiterates it, showing alignment 
between the source and the servant. And if the servant’s 
message matches the source’s threat, then you’ve already 
met the real master behind the mask. 

With this, the inversion has begun. The parasite has 
begun to take hold. And the spirit now called “Holy” in The 

 Elder Robert D. Hales, Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, BYU 87

Devotional, Seek and Attain the Spiritual High Ground in Life, March 1, 
2009.  
“The temple is the highest ground we can achieve in mortality… It is 
where we covenant with the Lord, and when we make those covenants, 
it’s as though we are in His presence… The eternal covenants we make 
with the Lord in the temple can never be broken—except by our own 
disobedience.… Such obedience keeps us free from the bondage of 
Satan. If we are faithful and obedient, he cannot dominate or control 
us.” 
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Book of Mormon is quietly preparing good, sincere people, 
those who truly want to follow Jesus Christ, to willingly 
accept, participate in, and eventually passionately defend 
the one sin Jesus said would never be forgiven: blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit.  One covenant,  one 88 89

confirmation,  one burning bosom  at a time.  90 91

 
Is this a hallucination? A fake fire drill for fools? We need 
look no further than the words of Jesus Christ on this very 
form of deception, a false spirit masquerading as Him 
speaking in a different voice: 
 
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and 
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done 

 Matthew 12:31–32; Mark 3:29; Luke 12:10 — Jesus warns that 88

blasphemy against the Holy Spirit “will not be forgiven.”

 Doctrine and Covenants 84:33–41 — LDS emphasis on priesthood 89

covenants and binding oaths.

 2 Nephi 31:17; Moroni 6:4 — LDS “confirmation by the laying on of 90

hands” as the reception of the “Holy Ghost.”

 Doctrine and Covenants 9:8 — the “burning in the bosom” as the 91

official test for truth in LDS revelation.
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many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, 
I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 

— Matthew 7:21–23  92

This book will not soothe. It will not flatter. It will not 
blink. It will cut. If you came for comfort, close it now. But 
if you’re ready for truth, unfiltered, scriptural, and surgical, 
the kind of truth that exposes the parasite masquerading as 
light, the kind that severs the voice whispering obedience 
while guiding your soul toward damnation, then keep 
reading. 

Because on that day, when you say “Lord, Lord,” this 
book exists for one purpose: to ensure you do not hear, “I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity,” 
but instead, “Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant...enter thou into the joy of thy lord.”  93

Because this isn't just a book. It's an exorcism.  

The deliberate construction of this four-stage trap 
reveals the true malevolent intelligence behind the text—a 
psychological snare designed not only to deceive but to 
ensnare, mock, and ultimately control the reader’s moral 

 Matthew 7:21–23, KJV92

 Matthew 25:21 (KJV)93
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and spiritual faculties. What begins as an innocent-seeming 
narrative evolves into a sophisticated system of spiritual 
manipulation, carefully designed to override conscience, 
lock down moral definitions, expose the deception, and 
then demand voluntary consent to the very forces that led 
the reader astray.  

In the end, the Book of Mormon does not simply offer 
false teachings—it turns the reader into a willing participant 
in its own self-perpetuating lie. The final mockery is not 
only that the answer was always within the reader but that, 
after the deception is revealed, they are still compelled to 
seek confirmation from the same source that deceived 
them. This is not just manipulation; it is a trap for the soul—
one that locks the individual into a cycle of self-deception. 
The question remains: Why would such a design exist 
within a religious text? To answer this requires a deeper 
look at the true nature of the power that claims to speak 
through it. 

The false spirit must be named before it can be cast out. 
And naming it requires seeing it—not as it presents itself, 
but as it truly is. 

This book stands as both prosecution and plea. 
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I prosecute the system with the fury of one who has seen 
its victims—good people, sincere seekers of Christ, trapped 
in spiritual chains they've been taught to call freedom. But I 
plead with those same people, with every word of this 
exposé, to see what their own scripture admits in plain 
sight: that the spirit they follow commanded murder with 
Caiaphas's logic, that their "Jesus" laughs with devils over 
dead children, that their temple's loudest voice belongs to 
Satan himself. 

I am not your enemy. The system that binds you is. 

Every citation, every exposed inversion, every forensic 
proof—these are not weapons against you but for you. They 
are keys to a prison you don't yet know you're in. Use them. 
Test them against your own scripture. Let the Spirit of 
Christ that Moroni 7:16 says dwells within you—the one the 
Book of Mormon trained you to ignore—finally speak. 

The hour is late, but not too late. The trap is sprung, but 
not yet sealed. You can still choose the voice of the true 
Shepherd over the voice that threatens from temple altars 
and twisted scripture. You can still follow the Jesus who 
said "Come unto me and find rest" instead of the one who 
demands covenant after covenant or you'll be "in my 
power.” 
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This is my plea: Choose Christ. The real one. Today. 

If that’s what you seek, turn the page. 

You’ve been warned. 
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INTEGRITY STATEMENT 
In Defense of the Holy Spirit of Truth, is the result of 

rigorous, documented investigation, grounded in official 
LDS sources, historical records, and ultimately the 
unadulterated teachings of Jesus Christ from the Bible. 
Every claim is substantiated by primary evidence, 
footnoted and cited for direct verification.  

This book does not ask for trust. It invites inspection, 
welcomes debate and, on the basis of Mormon leadership’s 
own binary framing, it demands a conclusion.  

If the Book of Mormon is either of God or of the devil, 
then neutrality is not an option.  The evidence is on the 94

table. Now the verdict must be rendered. 

  Joseph Smith and subsequent LDS leaders have repeatedly claimed 94

that the Book of Mormon is either divine or diabolical—there is no 
middle ground. Ezra Taft Benson declared, “The Book of Mormon is 
either true or false. If it is false, it is the most cunning, wicked, bold, 
deep-laid imposture ever foisted upon the world.” (Conference Report, 
April 1975, p. 94). This mirrors the high-stakes dichotomy of Jesus’ 
teachings, such as in Matthew 12:30: “He that is not with me is against 
me.” If the spirit behind the Book of Mormon justifies murder (1 Nephi 
4:13) and mimics Caiaphas’ satanic logic ( John 11:50), then neutrality 
becomes complicity. A verdict must be made.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 69



In Defense of the Holy Spirit of Truth is not conjecture. It 
is confrontation. Not of people, but of a system, one that 
presents itself as divine, yet bears all the marks of satanic 
inversion: a counterfeit spirit, a reversed gospel, and a 
seductive theology that turns worship into spiritual self-
bondage. 

This work was written in direct response to the 
challenge repeatedly issued by Mormon prophets, apostles, 
and general authorities, who have insisted, without 
compromise, that the Book of Mormon is either the word of 
God or a deception from the devil. 

They left no room for neutrality. They demanded full 
belief or full rejection. 

I accepted that challenge. 

And here, I present the evidence for full rejection, not 
based on bitterness or bias, but based on logic, scripture, 
history, and the visible fruit of the spirit behind the text.  95

 Jeffrey R. Holland raised the stakes further in October 2009 General 95

Conference: “Either the Book of Mormon is what the Prophet Joseph 
said it is, or this Church and its founder are false, a deception from the 
first instance onward.” (“Safety for the Soul,” General Conference, Oct 
2009)

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 70



The critique is theological and structural. It targets the 
doctrines, revelations, and spiritual authority claims of 
Mormonism, not the individuals who follow them. As I 
wrote earlier, many Mormons (Latter-day Saints) are 
sincere in their pursuit of God and I am in no position to 
judge another. But sincerity does not excuse deception. If 
the spirit behind Mormonism is not of God, then the cost of 
silence is too high. 

This book does not mock faith. It does not condemn 
spiritual experience. But it demands that all spirits be 
tested. Even the ones that burn. 

If the evidence I present can be refuted through 
documented facts, historical accuracy, and scriptural 
consistency, not through emotional appeals or testimonial 
feelings, I will publicly retract this work and apologize. 

As the author, I do not claim neutrality. This work is not 
a shrug. It is a sword. But it is also accountable, as am I for 
every word.  Every conclusion is traceable. Every 96

accusation is anchored. And every reader is invited to test 
the claims for themselves. This is not a call to hatred. It is a 

 Matthew 12:36–37 (KJV), But I say unto you, That every idle word that 96

men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 
For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned.
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call to discernment. The question is not: “Is this offensive?” 
The question is: “Is this true?” 

And anyone who engages with this work will have to 
answer it. 
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DEDICATION 
In Defense of the Holy Spirit of Truth is dedicated to Helen 

Mar Kimball, Flora Ann Woodworth, Lucy Walker and 
Nancy Maria Winchester.  97

When they were spiritually coerced into concubinage by 
Joseph Smith, they weren’t “plural wives.” They weren’t 
“covenant partners.” They were children. Twelve. 
Fourteen. Sixteen. Seventeen. Groomed in secret. Bound by 
oaths. Claimed by a false prophet who claimed to be 
chosen by Jesus Christ.  98

Their names appear in this book because spiritual 
warfare is always personal. It does not merely distort 
theology, it uses that distortion to target and destroy souls. 
It does not simply corrupt doctrine, it steals futures. Its real 
victims are never systems or organizations. They are 
people. Real people, with names, with stories, and with 
eternal value. 

Helen. Flora. Lucy. Nancy. Each of you was not chosen 
as a beloved spouse. You were targeted as virgin 

 Some records claim Nancy Maria Winchester was only twelve. The 97

Church has tried to erase her. But even silence has a witness. She was 
still taken. And she still matters.

 Todd Compton, In Sacred Loneliness: The Plural Wives of Joseph 98

Smith, Signature Books, 1997.
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conquest.   99

 
I grew up under the myth, the global satanic whitewash 
that attempted to rebrand Mormon concubinage into 
something sacred, even wholesome. They mockingly 
rebranded it “the new and everlasting covenant of eternal 
marriage.”  But let’s speak the truth plainly: 100

These girls were not wives. The relationships were not 
marriages. They were not legal.  They were not 101

consensual.  They were not of Jesus Christ.  102 103

Mormons in some of their most athletic mental 
gymnastics moves claim these relationships didn’t involve 
sexual relations. However common sense and moral 
honesty demands that we recognize that a heterosexual 
man does not create theological justification for sexual 
relationships, coerce girls into those relationships, and then 

  See Doctrine & Covenants 132:61–62. The text defines plural wives as 99

“virgins” and frames them as “given unto him” for reproductive 
justification.

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:4–6, where the practice is described as 100

the “new and everlasting covenant.”

 Utah territorial law did not legalize polygamy until years after 101

Smith’s death; federal law (Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act, 1862) deemed it 
illegal.

 Consent under spiritual duress, eternal threats, or familial pressure 102

is not freely given. See Helen Mar Kimball’s writings and journals.

 Compare D&C 132 with Matthew 19:4–6 and teachings of Jesus on 103

marriage and monogamy.
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remain celibate. That defies basic male heterosexual 
psychology. If Joseph Smith did not consummate these 
relationships, he was either not heterosexual, or lying 
about the nature of the relationships. Given D&C 132's 
explicit command to 'multiply and replenish,' and given the 
pattern of multiple women/girls coerced into 'marriages,' 
the only logical conclusion is that he was heterosexual and 
these relationships were sexual. Mormon apologists cannot 
defend both Joseph's heterosexuality AND the claim of 
celibate 'sealings.' One or the other must give. And since 
LDS theology requires his heterosexuality (for the 'raising 
up seed' doctrine), the celibacy claim collapses. 

In any case, what these girls experienced was spiritual, 
psychological, and arguably sexual slavery, canonized by 
self-revelation, justified by self-declared priesthood 
authority, and enforced by eternal threats.   104

Not every father offered his daughter as sacrifice to 
the prophet's appetite. 

Heber C. Kimball gave his fourteen-year-old Helen away 
like property, later boasting of his "sacrifice" for the 
kingdom. He called it a test of faith. Abraham offering Isaac. 
But Helen wasn't Isaac, and Joseph Smith wasn't God. She 
was a child, and her father handed her to a predator for 
institutional favor and promised exaltation. 

But other fathers saw through the veil. 

On March 24, 1832, Simonds Ryder—a former Mormon 
elder who had trusted Smith—joined a mob that dragged 

 D&C 132:54–56 threatens destruction for noncompliance.104
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the prophet from his bed. John Johnson Jr., in whose very 
home Smith was staying, participated. These weren't 
outsiders. These were insiders who discovered what Smith 
was becoming, what he was planning, what spirit truly 
moved him. 

They stripped him naked. Beat him. Tarred and 
feathered him. Nearly castrated him. 

Mormon history calls this "religious persecution." But 
Ryder and Johnson knew Smith personally. They'd heard 
his revelations, seen his methods. And when they 
suspected what he intended for the young women in their 
community, they responded not as theologians but as 
fathers. 

The difference is eternal: 

• Kimball gave his daughter to Smith for "eternal glory” 

• Johnson and Ryder tried to stop him with their bare 
hands 

One trusted a false prophet’s perverted promises. The 
others trusted Christ's warnings about millstones. 

One desired exaltation and connection to the prophet. 
The others feared nothing except failing to protect their 
children. 

And here's the Gospel truth that destroys every 
false covenant: 
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The father who says "I'll burn in hell before I let you 
touch my daughter" understands God better than every 
thirsty pedo-prophet who ever claimed an angel 
commanded him to take a child bride. 

Because that father knows something Joseph Smith 
never learned: Love doesn't calculate celestial rewards. 
Love protects. Period. 

When Heber C. Kimball gave Helen away, he did the 
math: one daughter for eternal godhood. That's not faith. 
That's a transaction. That's selling your child for a promise 
of power. 

But when those Ohio fathers formed that mob, when 
they picked up that tar bucket, when they said with their 
actions, "Prophet or not, you won't touch our daughters," 
they weren't doing math. They were doing what love does: 
it stands between the wolf and the lamb, regardless of what 
clothing the wolf wears, regardless of what scriptures the 
wolf quotes, regardless of what heaven the wolf promises 
or what hell the wolf threatens. 

My personal assessment is that the father willing to 
burn in hell to protect his daughter is already saved. 
The father who trades his daughter for supposed 
celestial glory is already damned. 

Because the first father has become like Christ, who 
descended into hell itself to rescue His children. And the 
second has become like Satan, who traffics in souls for 
power. 
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Mormon history remembers Kimball as faithful. But 
which father acted more like Christ, who said: "Whoever 
causes one of these little ones to stumble, it would be better 
for him to have a millstone hung around his neck and be 
drowned in the depths of the sea"? 

Don’t take my word for it. Take theirs. 

One 1848 firsthand account reads: 

“I was young, and they deceived me. By the trickery of 
the old prophet, I was convinced that it was my duty, and I 
believe that was the beginning of my downfall.” 

“I would never have let it happen had I known what I 
know now. How I hated polygamy, and how I longed for 
one single day of freedom.”  105

Helen herself would later write: 

“I would never have been sealed to Joseph had I known 
it was anything more than a ceremony… I consented, not 
understanding fully what it meant.” 

 Catherine Lewis, Narrative of Some of the Proceedings of the 105

Mormons (Lynn, MA: Printed by the author, 1848), 19. These quotes are 
attributed to Helen Mar Kimball by Lewis, an early critic. Their 
accuracy is debated, and they do not appear in Helen’s verified 
personal writings.
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“I would never have been sealed to Joseph had I known 
what I know now.”  106

Her pain was not isolated. It was institutional. 

In Doctrine and Covenants 132:54–56, Joseph’s god 
commands: 

“Let my handmaid, Emma Smith, receive all those 
that have been given unto my servant Joseph…But if she 
will not abide this commandment, she shall be 
destroyed.”  107

And again: 

“I command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to abide 
and cleave unto my servant Joseph, and to none else. 
But if she will not abide this commandment, 
then shall my servant Joseph do all things for her, 
even as he hath said…”  108

This is not holiness. It is coercion and manipulation 
wrapped in false revelation, religious psycho-speak 
weaponized to enforce submission. 

The same spirit speaks again in 1 Nephi 4:13: 

 Helen Mar Whitney, quoted in Todd Compton, In Sacred Loneliness, 106

349–350.

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:54.107

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:56.108
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“It is better that one man should perish than that a  
nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief.”  109

That is the logic of Satan and Caiaphas, the same words 
and logic used to justify the betrayal, capture, torture and 
murder of Jesus Christ. It is a satanic equation: sacrifice the 
one (not yourself ) to preserve the many.  

Jesus willingly became the one—He sacrificed Himself to 
save the many.  

Caiaphas, by contrast, who over and over mocked and 
denied Jesus’ mission prophesied by Isaiah around 700 BC, 
suddenly, filled with the spirit of Satan, weaponized that 
very same prophecy in 30 CE  to justify Jesus’ murder. He 110

didn’t misunderstand Isaiah 53. He repurposed it. He took 
the divine prophecy of self-sacrifice and inverted it, 
recasting murder as strategy and prophecy as political 
calculus.  

When Caiaphas said, “It is better that one man perish…” 
( John 11:50), he wasn’t prophesying or quoting scripture—
he was hijacking it with selfish intent. This is satanic 
wordplay: taking the redemptive logic of Isaiah 53 and 
swapping out the servant for the system. Substituting 
institution for individual. Truth for power. Salvation for 
self-preservation.  

 1 Nephi 4:13; compare with John 11:50 (Caiaphas) and Matthew 18:12–109

14 ( Jesus’ teaching on saving the one).

 John 11:50110
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Under the power and influence of Satan’s cunning lies 
and deception, Caiaphas sought to sacrifice Jesus Christ to 
protect the priestcraft machine that enriched him. It exalts 
the system above the soul and wraps murder in the robes of 
revelation. It is the exact opposite of everything Jesus 
taught —and John, fully aware of the irony, records that 111

Caiaphas “prophesied” not as praise, but as mockery, 
exposing the self-serving theft of Isaiah’s words for 
institutional preservation. 

And just like the lying spirit in 1 Nephi 4:13, where 
murder, deception, and theft were justified with the 
promise that a nation would be preserved, the fruit exposes 
the fraud. 

 Jesus taught the opposite of Caiaphas’s logic. In Matthew 18:12–14, He 111

reveals the heart of God through the parable of the lost sheep: if one 
wanders, the good shepherd leaves the ninety-nine to rescue the one. 
This is not sentimentalism—it’s a spiritual law. Every soul matters. Any 
spirit, system, or scripture that teaches otherwise—especially one that 
justifies murder for the “greater good”—is not from God. It is a 
counterfeit gospel. A demonic inversion.
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The Nephi nation was not preserved. It was destroyed.   112

Just as Caiaphas’s prophecy was a lie, so too was the so-
called “Holy Spirit” of Mormonism—the one that spoke 
through Nephi and authorized murder of a defenseless 
man, lies, deception, necromancy of the murdered man’s 
identity, voice and knowledge, theft and kidnapping in 
God’s name. Not surprisingly, even by their own scripture, 
the Spirit of Mormonism condemns itself. For Moroni 
7:12-14 declares that whatever persuades men to murder, 
deceive, or steal is of the devil, not of God. 

12 Wherefore, all things which are good cometh of God; 
and that which is evil cometh of the devil; for the devil is 

an enemy unto God, and fighteth against him 
continually, and inviteth and enticeth to sin, and to do 

that which is evil continually. 

13 But behold, that which is of God inviteth and 
enticeth to do good continually; wherefore, every thing 
which inviteth and enticeth to do good, and to love God, 

and to serve him, is inspired of God. 

 According to the text, the Nephite nation was completely destroyed 112

by 400 A.D. as a result of their iniquity. See The Book of Mormon, 
Mormon 8:7: 

“Behold, the Lamanites have destroyed my people, and they remain 
in the land; and I alone am left to write the sad tale of the destruction 
of my people.” 
See also Mormon 6:22: 
“O ye fair ones, how could ye have departed from the ways of the Lord! 
O ye fair ones, how could ye have rejected that Jesus, who stood with 
open arms to receive you!”
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14 Wherefore, take heed, my beloved brethren, that ye 
do not judge that which is evil to be of God, or that which 

is good and of God to be of the devil.   113

A spirit that justifies murder through lies and deception, 
with false promises of salvation and national preservation, 
is not holy. It is counterfeit. And it always ends in ruin.  114

What could be worse than convincing a child that 
becoming a concubine is the command of “Jesus Christ,” 
enforced by threats of damnation or destruction from an 
angel with a flaming sword?  115

 Moroni 7:12-14, The Book of Mormon113

 Caiaphas’s logic—“It is better that one man should die for the people” 114

( John 11:50)—was a justification for murdering Jesus to protect the 
religious and political order. But within a generation, Jerusalem was 
destroyed in 70 A.D., just as Jesus had foretold (Luke 19:41–44). 
Likewise, in 1 Nephi 4:13, a spirit claiming to be from God authorizes 
the murder of Laban to preserve a nation. Yet the Nephite nation, too, 
was utterly destroyed by the end of the Book of Mormon narrative 
(Mormon 8:7). The promise of institutional preservation through 
bloodshed is not divine foresight—it is satanic inversion. And it always 
ends in ruin.

 I use the term 'concubinage' because D&C 132:1, 37, 38, 39 itself 115

repeatedly uses 'concubine' to describe these types of relationships. 
This is not external inflammatory language—this is Mormon scripture's 
own terminology. If Joseph Smith's relationships with teenage girls 
mirrored the pattern D&C 132 describes (concurrent relationships, 
some secret, varying status), then 'concubinage' is the accurate 
scriptural term.
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This is how Joseph Smith coerced young girls. He 
claimed refusal would bring death,  their families’ 116

salvation depended on compliance,  and eternal 117

damnation awaited if they said no.  Wrapped in the 118

language of “covenant” and “sealing,” he weaponized their 
faith into submission. 

 Angel with a sword threatening death — Joseph Smith claimed that an 116

angel appeared with a drawn sword commanding him to take 
additional wives, or else be destroyed. This account was attested by 
multiple wives, including Mary Elizabeth Rollins Lightner and Eliza R. 
Snow. See: 
• Andrew Jenson, Historical Record, Vol. 6 (1887), pp. 233–234. 
• Eliza R. Snow, affidavit, cited in Joseph F. Smith, Affidavits about 
Celestial Marriage (1869). 
• Todd Compton, In Sacred Loneliness: The Plural Wives of Joseph 
Smith (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1997), pp. 11–12, 465–466.

 Threat of damnation — Helen Mar Kimball (age 14) wrote that Joseph 117

Smith taught her that if she rejected his proposal, it would cost her and 
her family’s eternal salvation: 
• Helen Mar Kimball Whitney, Why We Practice Plural Marriage (1884), 
pp. 53–54. 
• Todd Compton, In Sacred Loneliness, pp. 482–487.

 Coercion by family salvation — Lucy Walker (age 17) recorded 118

Joseph’s words: “I will give you until tomorrow to decide. If you reject 
this message the gate will be closed forever against you.” He added that 
her family’s eternal destiny depended on her choice. 
• Lucy Walker Kimball, Autobiography (1897), typescript, LDS Church 
History Library. 
• George D. Smith, Nauvoo Polygamy… but we called it celestial 
marriage (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 2008), pp. 137–139.
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Jesus was not silent on the treatment of children: 

“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe 
in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a large 
millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the 
depths of the sea.”  119

— Matthew 18:6 

This book is written in that spirit. Not to flatter 
institutions, but to defend the innocent and give voice to 
those whose voices were stolen by men claiming divine 
authority. Not to reinterpret scripture, but to unmask the 
wolves hiding behind the verses. 

Helen. Flora. Lucy. Nancy. 

You were never covenants. You were never property. 
You were never “gifts” or “callings.” You were, and still are 
free, independent souls. 

This book is for you. And for every girl, boy, woman and 
man still shackled by the satanic verses of Doctrine and 
Covenants 132, 1 Nephi 4, 3 Nephi 9:2, Moroni 10:4 and the 
lying, deceptive and murderous spirit that inspired them. 

The truth will be spoken. The names will be named. And 
the mask will be torn away. 

 Biblical condemnation — Matthew 18:6119
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PROLOGUE: THE CHALLENGE 
“Either the Book of Mormon is what the Prophet Joseph said it is, or this 

Church is a fraud. There is no middle ground. It is the keystone of our 
religion, a fact made known to every reader of that book who will ask God 
the Eternal Father in the name of His Son if the book is true. Those who do 
not believe it have the responsibility to account for its origin—especially if 
they dismiss it so lightly. If it is not a record of ancient scripture brought 
forth as a new witness for Christ, then it is the most successful fraud ever 
perpetrated. If it is a lie, it is a lie deliberately designed to deceive, and 
calculated to bring financial gain to its author. If it is not the truth, Joseph 
Smith was a fraud. And if he was, he was the most cunning, wicked, 
pathetic liar ever to walk the earth. It is that simple. So again I say, there is 
no middle ground.” 
— Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, October 2009 General Conference 

Since the Book of Mormon was first published in 1830, a 
long line of Latter-day Saint prophets, apostles, and general 
authorities have made one thing absolutely clear: this is an 
all-or-nothing claim. Either the Book of Mormon is true, the 
most important message ever revealed by God to man, as 
they say, or it is false. Not just slightly mistaken. Not well-
intentioned. Not inspirational fiction. False. Damning. 
Deceptive. Dangerous. From Satan. 

They did not leave room for neutral ground. They did 
not ask the world to simply admire the morality of its 
teachings or the character of its founder. They demanded 
belief. Total submission. And in doing so, they forced a 
choice: submit to their God, or prove it’s from hell. 
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Orson Pratt, one of the earliest apostles of the Church, 
made it explicit: “This book must be either true or false. If 
true, it is one of the most important messages ever sent 
from God to man… If false, it is one of the most cunning, 
wicked, bold, deep-laid impositions ever palmed upon the 
world… If after a rigid examination, it be found an 
imposition, it should be extensively published as such… 
The nature of the message is such, that if it be false, no one 
can possibly be saved who will receive and obey its 
precepts. If true, no one can be saved who rejects it.”  120

In a 1983 General Conference address titled “What Think 
Ye of the Book of Mormon”, Elder Bruce R. McConkie of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles reiterated with no 
uncertain doubt that the Book of Mormon was of Heaven or 
Hell,  
 
“Either the Book of Mormon is true, or it is false; either it 
came from God, or it was spawned in the infernal realms. It 
declares plainly that all men must accept it as pure 
scripture or they will lose their souls. It is not and cannot 
be simply another treatise on religion; it either came from 
heaven or from hell.”  121

 Orson Pratt – Divine Authenticity of the Book of Mormon, No. 1, 120

Liverpool, October 15, 1850, p. 2.

 Elder Bruce R. McConkie (of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles) 121

General Conference Address, October 1983, titled "What Think Ye of the 
Book of Mormon?"
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Over a century later, Ezra Taft Benson echoed the same 
ultimatum: “The Book of Mormon is either of God or of the 
devil. There is no middle ground.”  122

Jeffrey R. Holland raised the stakes further in a 2009 
General Conference talk: “Either the Book of Mormon is 
what the Prophet Joseph said it is, or this Church and its 
founder are false, a deception from the first instance 
onward.”  123

Gordon B. Hinckley, president of the Church during the 
1990s, affirmed the binary again: “If the Book of Mormon is 
true, then Joseph Smith was a prophet and this is the 
Church of Jesus Christ… If it is not true, then this work is a 
fraud.”  124

And Joseph Smith himself laid down the cornerstone: “I 
told the brethren that the Book of Mormon was the most 
correct of any book on earth, and the keystone of our 
religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding by 
its precepts, than by any other book.”  125

 Ezra Taft Benson – The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, Bookcraft, 122

1988, p. 61.

 Jeffrey R. Holland – General Conference, October 2009, “Safety for 123

the Soul”.

 Gordon B. Hinckley – Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, Deseret 124

Book, 1997, p. 461.

 Joseph Smith – History of the Church, Vol. 4, p. 461.125
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I didn’t write those words. They did. And on that point, I 
agree. We must all agree. Because their claims are so 
fantastical, so explosive, so all-encompassing that they 
demand a verdict. 

If the Book of Mormon is true, it is worth everything—
worth building your life around, worth following to the 
ends of the earth.  
 
But if it is false—if its voice is not the voice of Jesus Christ, if 
it hides even one demonic lie beneath a mask of holiness—
then it is not just mistaken. It is dangerous. And it must be 
exposed. 

Because if this spirit is not of God, then every soul who 
trusts it is being led by a lie, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

And here’s the deeper tragedy. The gospel of Jesus Christ 
invites us to become His bride, loved, chosen, purified, and 
freely united with Him in love and joy.  But the gospel of 126

Mormonism prepares us to become something else 
entirely: a spiritual concubine.  

Not chosen in love and freedom, but taken through 
manipulation and lies. Not cleansed in truth, but sealed in 
bondage to a counterfeit entity masquerading as Jesus 
Christ.  

 Bible ( Jesus’ teaching about marriage) – Ephesians 5:25–27, NIV.126
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Where the Jesus Christ of the New Testament lays down 
His life for all of us, as we will show in our analysis, the 
Mormon Christ demands submission based on coercion 
and fear.  127

Where the Holy Spirit leads us into all truth, the 
Mormon spirit—by its own scriptures—requires emotional 
surrender, bypasses conscience, and rewards blasphemy 
with a burning bosom, riches, power, authority and sexual 
access. 

As Paul wrote: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her 
holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the 
word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 

 In the New Testament, Jesus offers Himself willingly: “I lay down my 127

life… No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself” ( John 
10:17–18). His gospel is one of invitation, not coercion: “Come unto me… 
and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28); “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” 
(Matthew 16:24). In contrast, the “Christ” of Mormonism is presented 
as a divine enforcer of fear-based obedience. In Doctrine and 
Covenants 132:5, the reader is told that if they reject Joseph Smith’s new 
and everlasting covenant, “then are ye damned.” The same spirit 
speaks again in the temple, where Satan warns: “If you do not walk up 
to every covenant made in this temple… you will be in my power.” As 
shown throughout this book, this voice, demanding submission under 
threat—is not the voice of Christ. It is a counterfeit.
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blameless.” 
Ephesians 5:25–27 

As we will show in Chapters 4 and 5, Mormonism does 
not unite the soul to Jesus Christ. It subjugates it—through 
spiritual inversion and the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.  

That inversion begins with 1 Nephi 4 and 3 Nephi 9, 
where a spirit, blasphemously called by the Book of 
Mormon the Holy Spirit  makes a false prophecy  and 128

justifies lies, deception, robbery, murder, and mass 
destruction, all in the name of Jesus Christ. And it 
culminates in the systematic inversion of the three 
temptations of Satan: 

•	 Jesus refused to turn stones into bread for personal 
gain (Matthew 4:3). Joseph Smith embraced it, using a seer 
stone to produce self-serving revelation, gain power, amass 

 In 1 Nephi 4:13, the spirit claiming to be the Holy Ghost tells Nephi: 128

“It is better that one man should perish than that a nation should 
dwindle and perish in unbelief.” This justification for murdering Laban 
is presented as a righteous necessity to preserve the Nephite nation. 
However, the prophecy fails: by the end of the book, the Nephite nation 
is entirely destroyed, with no believing remnant. Moroni writes: 
“Behold, the Lamanites have destroyed my people… I alone am left…” 
(Mormon 8:7). The nation did, in fact, dwindle and perish in unbelief—
exactly what the spirit said would be prevented. This is not just moral 
corruption. It is a false prophecy spoken in the name of God. It reveals 
the spirit’s fruit by its outcome: deception, murder, and total 
destruction falsely sanctified as divine will.
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wealth and maximize sexual access. Mormonism blessed 
and canonized as scripture the temptation Jesus rejected. 

•	 Jesus refused to test God by demanding a sign 
(Matthew 4:6). Mormonism canonized that very test in 
Moroni 10:4—commanding followers to “ask for a sign” and 
equating emotional response with truth. A test Jesus called 
blasphemy, Mormonism calls conversion. 

•	 Jesus refused Satan’s offer of power and riches 
(Matthew 4:9), even though no one could have used them 
more righteously than Him. He didn’t justify the 
compromise by saying, “I’ll use it to fulfill my mission and 
reach more people faster.” He rejected it outright.  

Then He told the rich young ruler (Matthew 19)—who 
had kept all the commandments—to sell everything, give to 
the poor, and follow Him. The man walked away, possessed 
by his possessions.  

Mormonism inverts this completely: after you find God, 
you’ll be rewarded with riches—and seeking them is 
righteous, so long as you say it’s ‘to do good’ ( Jacob 2:18–
19).  

Mormonism is not discipleship. Mormonism canonizes 
the very temptations Jesus rejected, authorizing them 
through false priesthood and false scripture. The 
temptations Jesus rejected, Mormonism canonizes and 
inverts into the core architecture of the spiritual 
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enslavement precise four-step mechanism—what I call the 
Catch-666: 

Step 1: Normalize Blasphemy (1 Nephi 4) As a 
requirement for a failed prophecy to save the Nephi nation, 
the Book of Mormon introduces its "Holy Spirit" 
commanding murder with Caiaphas's logic, the exact words 
that justified killing Christ. In addition to the pre-meditated 
murder, the narrative brings the Mormon “Holy Spirit” into 
lies, deception, necromancy, robbery and kidnapping. The 
reader's conscience recoils, but the text conditions them to 
override that spiritual warning of the Holy Spirit of Truth 
and call the evil divine. 

Step 2: Redefine the Unforgivable Sin (Alma 39:5-6) 
Having trained readers to accept evil as holy, the book 
redefines blasphemy itself. No longer is it calling divine 
work demonic (as Jesus defined it)—now it's denying the 
"spiritual witness" you received. The trap is set: accept the 
blasphemy or commit it. Either way, you're caught. 

Step 3: Reveal the Deception (Moroni 7:12-18) In 
shocking transparency, the book admits everything: that 
spirit commanding murder was evil, that your conscience 
was right all along, that the Spirit of Christ within you knew 
the truth. This isn't hidden—it's proclaimed. 

Step 4: Demand Voluntary Consent (Moroni 10:4) 
After revealing the deception, the book commands you to 
pray to that same lying spirit for confirmation. It's not 
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enough to be deceived—you must choose the deception 
with full knowledge. This is the final mockery: consent to 
your own damnation. 

This four-step trap isn't random. It's designed to 
manufacture the one sin Jesus said cannot be forgiven: 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Satan cannot destroy 
what Christ has redeemed—unless he can trick souls into 
committing the unpardonable sin. The Catch-666 is his 
methodology: a spiritual contract that binds through 
voluntary consent to recognized evil. 

In Defense of the Holy Spirit of Truth, The Latter-Day 
Catch-22 is not written out of hate. It is written out of 
respect for the infinite and eternal character of the Holy 
Spirit that the human soul relies on as its North Star of right 
and truth. And it’s written out of respect to that binary 
damning challenge of “heaven or hell”, the one laid down 
by Mormon prophets themselves over and over for the last 
200 years. 

So I accepted it. I read the book. I tested the voice. I read 
the fine print and traced the logic. 

And what I found was not the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

What I found was a mask. A voice that blasphemes the 
Holy Spirit. A system of emotional manipulation and 
spiritual inversion. And I intend to show you, clearly and 
carefully, why I can say that without hesitation. 
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The Mormon prophets and general authorities have said 
the Book of Mormon is either the word of God or a lie from 
hell. I took them at their word.  129

 The “Mormon Binary” has been repeatedly affirmed by LDS leaders 129

for nearly two centuries: 
• 1830 — Joseph Smith: “And a man would get nearer to God by abiding 
by its precepts, than by any other book.” (Introduction to the Book of 
Mormon) 
• 1850 — LDS Missionary Tract (Liverpool): “It is one of the most 
important messages ever sent from God… If true, no one can possibly 
be saved and reject it… If false, it is one of the most cunning, wicked, 
bold, deep-laid impositions ever attempted.” (Millennial Star) 
• 1975 — Ezra Taft Benson, General Conference: “The Book of Mormon 
is either of God or the devil. There is no middle ground.” 
• 1993 — Gordon B. Hinckley: “Either the Book of Mormon is what the 
Prophet Joseph said it is, or this Church is based on a fraud.” (Ensign, 
Aug. 1984; frequently quoted in the 1990s) 
• 1994 — Jeffrey R. Holland, General Conference: “Either Joseph Smith 
was the prophet he said he was, or he was not. And if he was not, we 
are involved in a deception. There’s no middle ground.” 
• 2003 — Gordon B. Hinckley, General Conference: “Our whole strength 
rests on the validity of that work. It either is a fraud or it is the most 
magnificent book ever published.” (The Great Things Which God Has 
Revealed, Oct. 2003) 
• 2009 — Jeffrey R. Holland, General Conference: “If it is true, it is the 
most important truth in the world. If not, it is the most massive fraud 
ever perpetrated.” (Safety for the Soul, Oct. 2009) 
• 2017 — Russell M. Nelson, Worldwide Youth Devotional: “Either the 
Book of Mormon is the word of God, as it claims to be, or it is a 
complete fraud. There is no gray area.” 
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They drew the line. They demanded the test. And by 
their own standard—that any spirit commanding evil is from 
the devil (Moroni 7:12-14)—their book condemns itself. The 
prosecution doesn't need external evidence. The Book of 
Mormon confesses its own demonic authorship 

And this book, In Defense of the Holy Spirit of Truth, is the 
written conclusion of that investigation. Not opinion. Not 
theory. A fact-based indictment, grounded in the words of 
Jesus Christ and the foundational truth of the Christian 
gospel. 

Mormon leaders insisted: Heaven or Hell. No middle 
ground. I accept their terms. The evidence will show it's 
Hell. And worse—it's Hell that knows it's Hell and demands 
you call it Heaven anyway. 
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Chapter 1 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE: THE REAL 

CONFLICT BEHIND THE MASK 
 

“We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” 
— Ephesians 6:12  130

This chapter proceeds from a premise that will seem 
extreme to many readers: that the Book of Mormon is not 
merely the product of human deception, but of demonic 
authorship. This is not metaphor. I am arguing that a 
malevolent spiritual intelligence deliberately crafted this 
text to: 

1. Invert the character of God 
2. Replace the Holy Spirit with a counterfeit 
3. Lead believers into blasphemy by consent 
4. And sign its work - leaving fingerprints for those with 
eyes to see 

The evidence for this claim is not external. It is 
embedded in the text itself. The author of the Book of 
Mormon confesses what it is through inversion, failed 

 Ephesians 6:12 (KJV)130
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prophecy, and linguistic signatures. It bets that believers 
will put more value in fictional gold plates and the assumed 
power and authority they deliver than facts and truth and 
will explain away what is written in plain sight. Let us 
examine whether that bet has paid off. 

As established in the Prologue, Mormon leaders have 
made the stakes unmistakable: if the Book of Mormon is 
not the word of God, then it is not merely mistaken, it is a 
weaponized fraud from Satan. And if it is a weapon, then 
this is not a simple theological disagreement,  

it is spiritual warfare. 

This is not metaphor. This is not allegory. This is not 
Christian jargon. Spiritual warfare is a real conflict in which 
truth and deception battle for dominion over the hearts, 
minds, and the eternal destinies of souls. It is the hidden 
war behind every lie called light, every spirit that mimics 
God, and every message that speaks in the name of Christ 
while inverting His message. 

The Bible does not describe spiritual warfare as optional 
or rare. It presents it as reality. Again and again the Gospels 
show Jesus confronting Satan and his minions—rebuking, 
silencing, and casting them out. From the synagogue at 
Capernaum to the tombs of the Gerasenes, from the mute 
and blind to a boy tormented since childhood, spiritual 
warfare was a daily, serious reality in His ministry. The New 
Testament preserves these accounts to prove that 
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counterfeit spirits are real—and that Christ alone has 
authority over them. 

“We wrestle not against flesh and blood,” Paul writes in 
Ephesians 6:12, “but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.”  That’s not flowery 131

language. That is a strategic warning. There are spiritual 
forces, real ones, that actively work to obscure, counterfeit, 
and corrupt the truth of God and the lives of humans.  132

When those forces succeed, people are not just 
confused. They are deceived.  They follow voices that are 133

not from the God.  They receive false revelation from dark 134

influences.  They experience emotion, conviction, even 135

transformation, powered not by God, but by something 
else. Something that wears His name, borrows His 
language, and twists His gospel into its opposite.  136

 Ephesians 6:12 – Paul’s definitive statement on spiritual warfare.131

 2 Corinthians 11:13–15 – “Satan himself masquerades as an angel of 132

light.”

 Matthew 24:24 – “…false Christs and false prophets… will deceive 133

even the elect.”

 1 John 4:1 – “Test the spirits to see whether they are from God…”134

 Galatians 1:8 – “If even an angel from heaven should preach a gospel 135

other than the one we preached…”

 2 Corinthians 11:4 – “…a different spirit, a different gospel…”136
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This is not just spiritual deception. It’s spiritual sedation. 
Like chloroform for the soul, it dulls discernment and 
bypasses conscience, so the counterfeit can enter 
unnoticed. Once accepted, it rewires how people hear God, 
interpret scripture, and trust spiritual influences including 
itself. 

That is what makes spiritual warfare so dangerous. It 
doesn’t just oppose God. It impersonates Him.  And 137

nowhere is that dynamic more clear than in the 
foundational claims of Mormonism. 

Because if we take the LDS prophets seriously, if we 
accept their own framing that the Book of Mormon is either 
from God or from hell, then we must follow the logic to its 
unavoidable conclusion: if it is not from God, then its spirit 
is counterfeit.  And if it is counterfeit, then every spiritual 138

experience it produces is part of a larger system of 
deception and control. That is the very definition of 
spiritual warfare. 

This is not just about false doctrine. It’s about 
blasphemy disguised as scripture.  About a spirit that 139

commands murder, lies and deception while demanding it 

 Matthew 7:15 – “They come to you in sheep’s clothing…”137

 1 John 4:6 – “This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the 138

spirit of falsehood.”

 Isaiah 5:20 – “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil…”139
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be called righteousness.  About a risen “Christ” who 140

executes and rejoices in mass destruction and even murder 
of innocent children to the joy and laughter of Satan in the 
darkness.  About a test of truth that bypasses discernment 141

in favor of emotional manipulation.  These are not simply 142

academic concerns. These are the marks of a counterfeit 
kingdom.  143

And Mormonism, if exposed as false, cannot be safely 
reclassified as a well-meaning Christian variant. It must be 
understood as a hostile spiritual operation, a long-game 
exploit designed to capture the language of salvation and 
repurpose it into a system of control, reality distortion and 
ultimate damnation through weaponizing the one 
unforgivable	sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  It 144

hijacks the name of Jesus Christ and inverts His teaching.  145

It rebrands the Holy Spirit with a voice that justifies 

 1 Nephi 4:13, The Book of Mormon140

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon141

 Moroni 10:4 – Used as a test of truth based on emotional 142

confirmation rather than doctrinal or scriptural discernment.

 Revelation 13 – The counterfeit beast mimics Christ and deceives the 143

world.

 2 Peter 2:1–3 – “In their greed, these teachers will exploit you with 144

fabricated words…”

 Matthew 5–7 vs. D&C 132; compare the Sermon on the Mount to 145

Mormonism’s doctrines on obedience and polygamy.
IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 101



deception, lies, murder, theft and coercion.  It asks its 146

followers to surrender their discernment and call that 
faith.  147

That is spiritual warfare. 

And the first casualties are not theological. They are 
personal. Because spiritual warfare is not waged at the level 
of theory. It is waged at the level of free agency and souls.  148

When Joseph Smith declared his revelations to be the 
voice of God and Jesus Christ, he didn’t just ask people to 
believe. He commanded them to submit. To surrender their 
reason, their fear, their conscience, under threat of 
damnation, flaming swords and destruction if they 

 1 Nephi 4:13 and D&C 132:54–56 – Spirits that justify murder and 146

coercion.

 Isaiah 5:21 – “Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes…” and 147

again, 1 John 4:1 – “Test the spirits.”

 Matthew 10:28 – “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 148

cannot kill the soul…” 
Also see Matthew 16:26 – “What good will it be for someone to gain 

the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”
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refused.  He then systematized that authority through 149

layers of covenant, ritual, emotion, and obedience.  That 150

is not how God speaks.  That is how false spirits entrench 151

themselves and enslave their subjects.  152

So before we can evaluate any doctrine or dissect any 
verse, we must establish this lens. The conflict we are 
entering is not cultural. It is not historical. It is spiritual. 

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:54–56 – Threats of destruction to Emma 149

Smith if she refused to accept plural wives. 
Joseph’s “flaming sword” story to justify polygamy is cited in LDS 

sources including “Saints, Vol. 1”, and Helen Mar Whitney’s 
autobiography. 
See also D&C 84:49–57 for threats of condemnation.

 Temple ordinances, priesthood oaths, and eternal covenants are 150

enforced through ritual, obedience structures, and eternal 
consequence logic. 

See D&C 84, 124, and the LDS Endowment Ceremony (pre-1990 
penalties included death oaths).

 Isaiah 1:18 – “Come now, let us reason together…” 151

John 8:32 – “The truth shall set you free.” 
God invites voluntary, reasoned faith—not forced submission.

 2 Thessalonians 2:9–11 – “They perish because they refused to love 152

the truth… God sends them a strong delusion…” 
Revelation 13:13–15 – False spirit imitates divine signs and forces 

worship through deception.
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The Book of Mormon is not merely a document of dubious 
origin. It is a living active battlefield for souls.  153

Spiritual warfare operates on multiple levels. It is not 
limited to internal temptations or outward heresies. It is an 
interconnected system; psychological, institutional, and 
supernatural, designed to capture individuals, infect 
organizations, and ultimately serve a much deeper agenda 
rooted in rebellion against God.  If we fail to understand 154

this structure, we will misdiagnose the threat. And if we 
misdiagnose the threat, we will fight the wrong battle and 
ultimately lose the war.  155

1. The Individual Level: Mind, Heart, and Will 

At the individual level, spiritual warfare begins where 
deception always starts: in the mind. Thoughts are not 
neutral. They are the front door to belief. A single lie, if 

 Hebrews 4:12 – “The word of God is living and active, sharper than 153

any two-edged sword…” 
Also, 2 Corinthians 10:3–5 – “We do not wage war as the world 

does… but take every thought captive to Christ.”

 Ephesians 6:12 (again), Daniel 10:13 – hints at multi-layered spiritual 154

conflict involving nations and rulers. 
Also, Revelation 12 – Satan wages war through systems and 

deception targeting “the children of the woman.”

 2 Corinthians 11:3 – “Just as Eve was deceived… your minds may be 155

led astray from sincere and pure devotion to Christ.” 
Also, Hosea 4:6 – “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…”

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 104



undetected, will set the trajectory of a life.  False 156

doctrine, emotional manipulation, and counterfeit 
revelation all begin with a thought that bypasses 
discernment and is received and embraced as truth.  Once 157

the mind is compromised, the heart becomes vulnerable. 

The heart is where emotion and identity are formed. It is 
where conviction lives. A lie that settles into the heart 
becomes more than an idea, it becomes a lens.  It 158

reinterprets the world, rewrites the character of God, and 
reshapes a person’s understanding of themselves.  This is 159

where Mormonism exerts enormous force: through 
burning in the bosom emotional testimony experiences  160

 Proverbs 23:7 – “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he…” 156

Romans 1:21 – “Their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts 
were darkened.”

 2 Corinthians 10:5 – “Take every thought captive to obey Christ.” 157

Colossians 2:8 – “See to it that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deception…”

 Matthew 6:22–23 – “If your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be 158

full of darkness…” 
This speaks to the interpretive lens becoming corrupted.

 Jeremiah 17:9 – “The heart is deceitful above all things…” 159

Ezekiel 14:3 – “These men have set up idols in their hearts…”

 Doctrine and Covenants 9:8 – “I will cause that your bosom shall 160

burn within you…” 
Moroni 10:4 – the “manifestation of truth” is emotionalized as 

revelation.
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that feel divine, but as we will show are not tested against 
the words of Jesus Christ.  161

Finally, the will. Once a person’s beliefs and emotional 
framework are shaped by a counterfeit spirit, the will 
follows. They obey. They serve. They make covenants. 
They submit. The body becomes the battlefield, and the 
soul becomes enlisted in the very system that deceived it.   162

Jesus teaches us that His kingdom is not of this world, 
and that His followers do not fight with physical violence 
and weapons.  But Mormon leaders repeatedly invoke the 163

opposite imagery; muskets, battle, and militant defense of 
their Mormon version of “truth.” 

Elder Dallin H. Oaks told BYU in 2017, “I would like to 
hear a little more musket fire from this temple of learning,” 
explicitly applying it to defending the Church’s doctrine of 
the family (referencing an earlier 2014 leadership 

 Matthew 7:24–27 – “Everyone who hears these words of mine and 161

puts them into practice is like a wise man…” 
Also, John 8:31–32 – “If you abide in my word… you will know the 

truth…”

 Romans 6:16 – “You are slaves to the one you obey…” 162

2 Peter 2:19 – “People are slaves to whatever has mastered them.”

 Matthew 26:52 (KJV)163
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address).  Elder Jeffrey R. Holland echoed and endorsed 164

this same metaphor again in 2021, adding that while 
“friendly fire” is a tragedy, he had “endorsed [the musket 
metaphor] yet again today” in urging defense of the faith.  165

In September 2025, this violent imagery took on a literal 
and tragic form when LDS member Tyler Robinson was 
charged with the murder of Christian influencer Charlie 
Kirk.  In private communications following the murder, 166

Robinson rationalized his act with the same logic used by 
Caiaphas in John 11:50 and the Book of Mormon's 
counterfeit 'Spirit of the Lord' in 1 Nephi 4:13 — “It is better 
that one man should perish than that a nation should 
dwindle and perish in unbelief.” He summed up his motive 

 Dallin H. Oaks, “Challenges to the Mission of Brigham Young 164

University,” BYU, Apr 21, 2017 (and referencing “It Hasn’t Been Easy 
and It Won’t Get Easier,” Aug 25, 2014).

 Jeffrey R. Holland, “The Second Half of the Second Century of 165

Brigham Young University,” BYU, Aug 23, 2021.

 The inclusion of the September 2025 Tyler Robinson / Charlie Kirk 166

case is not intended as political commentary, but as a real-world 
manifestation of the theological logic from the Book of Mormon’s “Holy 
Spirit” under examination. This tragic event is cited only because it 
demonstrates how the same pattern—“it is better that one man perish”
—has reappeared in modern times, echoing both Caiaphas in John 11:50 
and the counterfeit “Spirit of the Lord” in 1 Nephi 4:13. It is included as 
a contemporary example of how spiritual inversion, once canonized 
and normalized, can translate from scripture to psychology to violence.
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with the chilling phrase: “Some hatred cannot be 
negotiated out.”  167

The connection is clear: when a religion canonizes the 
logic of murder as divine necessity and glorifies militant 
defense of “truth,” that logic inevitably spills into the real 
world. What begins as a metaphor becomes a 
manifestation. 

While framed as metaphor, the repeated choice of 
violent imagery reveals the spirit in which LDS leaders 
demand loyalty: not the peaceful call of Jesus Christ, but 
the language of warfare dressed in sacred clothing. 

Although Holland speaks of “truth”  it is an undeniable 168

fact that the founding claims of Mormonism lack any 
verifiable truths, facts or empirical evidence, and we are 
left looking for a set of imaginary golden plates written in a 

 Tyler Robinson, quoted in “Prosecutors Seek Death Penalty for 167

Suspect in Charlie Kirk Assassination,” Reuters, September 16, 2025, 
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/prosecutors-seek-death-penalty-
suspect-charlie-kirk-assassination-2025-09-16.

 Holland (2021, BYU University Conference, BYU Speeches) 168

• “My Brethren have made the case for the metaphor of musket fire, 
which I have endorsed yet again today. There will continue to be those 
who oppose our teachings—and with that will continue the need to 
define, document, and defend the faith.” 
• Source: Jeffrey R. Holland, “The Second Half of the Second Century of 
Brigham Young University,” BYU University Conference, Aug. 23, 2021. 
BYU Speeches
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fantasy language about a fictional civilization that was put 
to paper by a future predator using his magic rock and a 
hat.  

Imagine the danger of Holland’s direction to fight with 
muskets for Mormon “truth”, when that truth is as 
fantastical and fictional as Lord of the Rings, Star Wars or 
Harry Potter.  

We see how when we follow the written word and the 
verifiable truth we arrive at the undeniable conclusion that 
this isn’t the language of Jesus Christ or love, it’s the lying, 
murderous spirit of 1 Nephi 3-4. It’s militant loyalty to a 
kingdom forged by “powers, rulers of the darkness of this 
world, [and] spiritual wickedness in high places.”   169

The same Mormon apostles who proclaim themselves as 
special witnesses of Jesus Christ are teaching their followers 
to lock, load, and fire if necessary to defend their Mormon 
“truths” that are by at best, fictional if not downright 
deceptive. 

That directive echoes the logic of Caiaphas, recorded in 
John 11:50.  In 30 CE, John exposes the high priest’s 170

calculated distortion of Isaiah’s prophecy. We see in 
Matthew 2:3-5, that even Herod the King doesn’t go to 

 Ephesians 6:12 (KJV)169

 John 11:50 (KJV) – “Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one 170

man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.”
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random mystics. He goes to the same class of men Caiaphas 
leads. They are the prophetic establishment. When 
Caiaphas speaks, he speaks as someone who knows exactly 
what he’s doing with Isaiah. 
 
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 
 
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them 
where Christ should be born. 
 
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus 
it is written by the prophet,  171

 
Thus we see that Caiaphas, fully aware of Isaiah 53 written 
in 700BC and its depiction of the Messiah as a suffering 
servant, hijacks this prophecy to justify his diabolical plans 
to murder Jesus Christ under the guise and false pretenses 
of national preservation. He does not speak in ignorance, 
he speaks with contempt, openly mocking his fellow 
Pharisees for their blindness to the brilliance of his 
ingenious inversion of Isaiah and plans against Jesus Christ.  

“Ye know nothing at all,”  he sneers, as he leverages his 172

knowledge of the prophecies regarding Jesus and twists the 
words of a true prophet into a pretext for murder. And yet, 

 Matthew 2:3-5, KJV171

 John 11:49 – Caiaphas: “Ye know nothing at all.”172
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John immediately adds—almost with theological sarcasm, 
“This he did not say on his own, but being high priest that 
year, he prophesied…” ( John 11:51). As if to say: this was the 
best “prophecy”  the Pharisee high priest could offer— a 173

diabolical self-serving political calculation dressed in stolen 
scripture from seven centuries earlier. John was mocking a 
counterfeit vision from a corrupted priesthood. Not divine 
foresight, but demonic inversion and John expects the 
reader of John 11:50 and the faithful followers of Jesus 
Christ to have the spiritual discernment to understand.  

And that same murderous logic of Satan appears in 1 
Nephi 4:13, where the so-called Mormon “Spirit of the 
Lord” speaks of the Mormon god, “Lord” delivering the 
prey to Nephi and justifies lying, deception, murder, 
robbery, impersonation, and kidnapping with the exact 
same words: “It is better that one man perish…”  174

We need not conjecture because the timeline and 
chronology tells the entire story. In 700 BC, Isaiah speaks 
by the true Spirit of God, foretelling the suffering and 
voluntary sacrifice of Christ.  In 30 CE, Caiaphas, after 175

orchestrating a campaign to discredit and destroy Jesus, 

 John 11:51 (KJV) – “And this spake he not of himself: but being high 173

priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation.”

 1 Nephi 4:13, the Book of Mormon – “It is better that one man should 174

perish than that a nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief.”

 Isaiah 53:5 (KJV) – “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he 175

was bruised for our iniquities…”
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exploits Isaiah’s prophecy to preserve his power. And in 
1827, when the Book of Mormon is put to paper, placing 
that same rationale—now fully satanic—into the mouth of 
the Holy Spirit in a fictional narrative supposedly from 600 

BC, claimed by the Mormons to be translated by the power 
of Jesus Christ Himself.  

By Mormon doctrine, we would have to believe that 
Jesus Christ personally chose to canonize Caiaphas's 
murderous logic as the voice of the Holy Spirit. You cannot 
separate the Book of Mormon's content from it’s fantastical 
claim that Jesus was its divine editor, canonizing the very 
logic of his own murderer as the divine voice of the Holy 
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Spirit. These two ideas cannot exist in the same moral 
universe.  176

This is how spiritual warfare takes hold—not through 
open battle, but through inversion and internal conquest. 
Not by erasing truth, but by echoing it in reverse. One 
thought. One emotion. One lie. One musket ball at a time. 

This is not just psychological manipulation. It is spiritual 
colonization, layer by layer, until the soul no longer 
discerns whom it serves, only that it must. 

2. The Organizational Level: Doctrine, Ritual, and 
Control 

But spiritual warfare does not stop with individuals. 
Systems can be possessed too.  When false revelation 177

 Joseph Smith claimed that the Book of Mormon was translated “by 176

the gift and power of God.” (Book of Mormon, Title Page). In his official 
history he stated: “Through the medium of the Urim and Thummim I 
translated the record by the gift, and power of God” (History of the 
Church, vol. 4, p. 537). Doctrine and Covenants further codifies this: 
“the Lord had prepared spectacles for the purpose of translating the 
book” (D&C 10:1; 20:8). The Church continues to assert that the Book of 
Mormon was “translated by the gift and power of Jesus Christ” (Book of 
Mormon Introduction, current LDS edition).

 Revelation 2:20 – “Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, 177

because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel… to teach and to seduce my 
servants…” — Jesus rebukes the institutional failure of the church in 
Thyatira.
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becomes canonized and embedded into structure, the lie 
scales. False doctrine becomes dogma. Emotion becomes 
ceremony. Fear becomes obedience. And the institution 
begins to speak with a voice that no longer reflects God but 
insists it represents Him.  178

This is not just error. It is engineered spiritual inversion. 
Mormonism teaches exaltation to Godhood through 
obedience (see D&C 132), riches as divine reward ( Jacob 
2:18-19), and a god who threatens destruction for 
noncompliance of sexual access and punishment for the 
sins of others (D&C 132:54-56; 3 Nephi 9:2).   179

It wraps these gospel inversions in wholesome family 
values, spiritual language, temple rituals, and hijacks the 
name of Jesus Christ.  But the message has changed. And 180

once embedded in an organization, that message becomes 
self-replicating, a living parasite with its own immune 

 Ezekiel 13:6 – “They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, 178

The Lord saith: and the Lord hath not sent them…”

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:54–56 – Emma Smith is threatened with 179

destruction. 
3 Nephi 9:2 – The resurrected Jesus declares, “The devil laugheth… 

because of the slain…” 
Jacob 2:18–19 – “After ye have obtained a hope in Christ ye shall obtain 
riches…”

 Matthew 24:5 – “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am 180

Christ; and shall deceive many.”
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system, its own code, and its own version of “truth” that 
must be obeyed, defended, and never questioned.  181

Members no longer test the spirit. They are taught not 
to, or rather to first “doubt their doubts.”  They are taught 182

to trust authority, fear doubt, and equate emotion with 
truth.   183

The organization sustains the lie through social 
pressure, community validation, and similar to Zoram in 
the Book of Mormon who was kidnapped under threat of 
death, leads to generational possession.  The infected 184

structure and culture becomes the enforcer. And the 

 Galatians 5:9 – “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” — False 181

teaching once embedded spreads through the whole.

 1 John 4:1 – “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 182

whether they are of God…” 
Also note: “Doubt your doubts before you doubt your faith” — 

popular LDS aphorism originating with Dieter F. Uchtdorf, October 
2013 General Conference.

 Jeremiah 17:5 – “Cursed be the man that trusteth in man…” 183

Proverbs 14:12 – “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death.”

 Matthew 15:9 – “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 184

doctrines the commandments of men.” 
Also see Mark 7:13 – “Making the word of God of none effect through 

your tradition…”
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institution, once compromised, becomes an agent of the 
very spirit it fails to discern.   185

3. The Source Level: The Spirit of Deception 

At the root of all spiritual warfare is not human error, 
but spiritual rebellion. There is a source behind every 
counterfeit gospel.  The Bible is unambiguous about this: 186

Satan is not a red cartoon with horns. He is a brilliant 
strategist, a master thief and a cunning murderer, the most 
skilled of liars and a spiritual entity with a singular agenda, 
to oppose the work of God by corrupting it.  He offers 187

revelation, power, riches, light, even corrupted forms of 
love, so long as they draw souls away from the real 
Christ.  This is what makes the Book of Mormon so 188

dangerous.  

 2 Corinthians 11:13–15 – “For such are false apostles… transforming 185

themselves into the apostles of Christ… Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light.”

 Galatians 1:6–8 – “Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 186

other gospel… let him be accursed.”

 John 8:44 – “Ye are of your father the devil… He was a murderer 187

from the beginning, and abode not in the truth… he is a liar, and the 
father of it.” 

2 Corinthians 11:14 – “Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 
light.”

 Matthew 4:8–9 – Satan offers Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world.” 188

2 Thessalonians 2:9 – “Whose coming is after the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders…”
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If it is not inspired by the Holy Spirit, then it will be 
inspired by another spirit.  And that spirit is not passive. It 189

does not simply mislead. It reconstructs the character of 
God, then asks you to worship the reconstruction.  It does 190

not tempt with evil, it tempts with false good.  And when 191

that false good is canonized, emotionalized, and ritualized, 
it becomes nearly indistinguishable from truth and as a 
result warps the soul slowly, from within.  192

The mind, the heart, the will. The doctrine, the ritual, 
the hierarchy. The spirit, the voice, the mask. These are not 
disconnected elements. They are interconnected parts of 
the same system. And if we are to unmask that system, we 
must trace it from the individual whisper to the 
institutional structure and finally to the origin of the voice 
itself. 

 1 John 4:1 – “Try the spirits whether they are of God…” 189

Also Revelation 16:13–14 – “Unclean spirits… which go forth unto the 
kings of the earth…”

 Exodus 32:4–5 – The golden calf is introduced as “the god that 190

brought you out of Egypt.” This is worship based on a misrepresented 
God.

 Isaiah 5:20 – “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil…” 191

Proverbs 14:12 – “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…”

 Matthew 7:22–23 – “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 192

name?… Then will I profess… I never knew you.” — these are people 
deceived by religious actions that felt holy.
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This is the structure of spiritual warfare.  193

Spiritual Inversion: The Signature of Counterfeit 
Revelation 

The defining mark of counterfeit revelation is not just 
error—it’s inversion. Like turning a warped mirror against 
truth, the counterfeit spirit flips what God forbids into what 
it now demands, and calls the resulting inversion divine. 
Spiritual inversion occurs when the message of God is not 
merely twisted, but flipped: when the voice that claims to 
speak as God commands what God forbids, justifies what 
God condemns, and redefines righteousness in terms that 
directly oppose the teachings of Jesus Christ.  194

This is not pedestrian surface-level deception. This is 
strategic and structural inversion of divine truth. And it is 
the fingerprint of every satanic system pretending to be 
holy.  195

 Ephesians 6:12 – “We wrestle not against flesh and blood…” (the 193

summary verse tying all three levels together).

 2 Timothy 4:3–4 – “…they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 194

and shall be turned unto fables.” 
Jeremiah 23:16 – “They speak a vision of their own heart, and not 

out of the mouth of the Lord.”

 2 Corinthians 11:13–15 – “For such are false apostles… whose end shall 195

be according to their works.”
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Inversion begins subtly: a lie dressed in scripture , an 196

selfish intentions warped as revelation , a justification for 197

sin wrapped in obedience.  But at its core, spiritual 198

inversion always performs the same move: it calls evil good, 
and good evil, then demands your allegiance in the name of 
a twisted god.  199

Isaiah warned of this long before Jesus walked the earth: 
“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness.” (Isaiah 5:20)  200

Jesus Himself said that many would come in His name, 
working wonders and preaching power, but He would say 
to them, “I never knew you.”  Not because they failed to 201

 Genesis 3:1 – “Yea, hath God said…?” — Satan begins with a distortion 196

of God’s words.

 Proverbs 28:26 – “He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool…” 197

Jeremiah 17:9 – “The heart is deceitful above all things…”

 John 16:2 – “Whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God 198

service.” 
Jesus warns of future spiritual deception where people will commit 

murder under the illusion of obedience to God. 
Compare this to 1 Nephi 4:13, where the Book of Mormon attributes that 
exact logic to the Holy Spirit—a direct inversion of Christ’s teaching.

 Isaiah 5:20 – quoted directly in text.199

 Isaiah 5:20 (KJV)200

 Matthew 7:22–23, King James Version (KJV).201

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 119



perform, but because they followed a different spirit while 
claiming His name.  202

This is the danger of spiritual inversion: it doesn’t just 
lead people astray. It makes them believe they are serving 
God while they are, in reality, participating in and being 
played as pawns in the works of deception and darkness.  203

It baptizes rebellion in religious language. It sacralizes 
blasphemy. And it turns obedience into a vehicle for 
bondage.  204

Nowhere is this more destructive than when it is aimed 
directly at the one sin Jesus said could never be forgiven.  205

⸻ 

Weaponizing the Unforgivable Sin: The Hypersonic 
Nuclear Weapon of Spiritual Warfare 

 Matthew 7:22–23 – “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 202

we not prophesied in thy name…?” 
Matthew 24:5 – “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am 

Christ; and shall deceive many.”

 2 Thessalonians 2:11–12 – “God shall send them strong delusion, that 203

they should believe a lie…”

 Galatians 5:1 – “Stand fast… and be not entangled again with the 204

yoke of bondage.”

 Matthew 12:31–32 – “Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 205

forgiven unto men.”
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There is only one sin Jesus explicitly said would never be 
forgiven—blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 

In Matthew 12:31–32, Jesus said: 

“Every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the 
blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.” 

“Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will 
be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit 
will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to 
come.”  206

Not murder. Not adultery. Not betrayal. Only one: calling 
an evil spirit the Holy Spirit, or attributing the work of the 
Holy Spirit to evil. 

This isn’t about a momentary lapse or a one-time 
mistake. This is about permanent, willful inversion, where 
a person, enticed by sin and ego in the form of anger, 
revenge,  deception, money, power, or sex, opens 
themselves to a counterfeit spirit, makes this entity their 
god, and then seals the lie with loyalty. It is possession by 
consent, locked in by calling and accepting evil as “holy.” 

Now imagine if Satan could design and engineer a 
religious system that entices people to do exactly that. A 
system that introduces a counterfeit spirit, rewards 

 Matthew 12:31–32 (KJV)206
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believers with riches, authority, power, sexual access, 
mimics the fruits of the real one, and then teaches people 
to pray to it, trust it, and testify of it. 

Imagine if you could convince those believers that this 
spirit, this burning feeling, this emotional voice, was the 
Holy Spirit, even as it contradicted the teachings of Jesus, 
rewrote the character of God, and justified evil in the name 
of righteousness. 

That is no longer just deception. 
That is no longer just inversion. 
That is the detonation of a spiritual super-weapon. 

This is spiritual warfare in its most dangerous form: a 
system designed to lead people into the one sin Jesus said 
would never be forgiven, while convincing them they are 
following Him and doing according to His will. 

To expose this clearly, we will examine four escalating 
levels of spiritual warfare embedded directly into the text 
of the Book of Mormon; each level designed to draw the 
believer deeper into deception, until the heart, mind, and 
soul are fully submitted to a counterfeit gospel, a 
counterfeit Christ, and a counterfeit spirit. 

Level 1: Willful Participation in the Three 
Temptations 
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The first level is the canonization, normalization, and 
willful participation in the three temptations of Jesus in the 
wilderness—the very temptations Christ Himself rejected in 
Matthew 4.  In the Book of Mormon and Doctrine and 207

Covenants, these temptations are not only repeated—they 
are inverted and sanctified.   208

By getting the believer to internalize and act on them, 
Mormonism primes the soul to accept the next stage: the 
replacement of Jesus Christ with a demonized impostor. 

Level 2: Acceptance of a False Christ 

The second level is the acceptance of a false Christ. Once 
the three temptations are embraced, the believer is ready 
to meet a new “Jesus”, the one who calls ALL of 
Christianity, ALL Christian beliefs and ALL Christians,  209

“wrong, an abomination and corrupt” and later reveals its 
true character in 3 Nephi 9:2-3.   210

 Matthew 4:1–11 (KJV)207

 Doctrine and Covenants 9:8–9 and 1 Nephi 3–4 present patterns of 208

spiritual confirmation, control, and justification that mirror Satan’s 
temptations in Matthew 4.

 Joseph Smith—History 1:19, Pearl of Great Price. 209

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Current English 
edition. Salt Lake City, Utah: Intellectual Reserve, Inc.

 The Book of Mormon, 3 Nephi 9:2210
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Here, in the midst of darkness, smoke, mass destruction 
and death, the demonic impersonator of the resurrected 
Jesus Christ allegedly speaks from the heavens and takes 
credit for the death and annihilation. He proclaims the 
destruction of entire cities, and most chillingly declares 
that: “The devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice because of 
the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my people.”   211

The printed words are clear, the devil is laughing with 
the Mormon Jesus, rejoicing in the slaughter of innocent 
children.  Not for their own sins. But as punishment for 212

the iniquities of others.  Collective guilt. Generational 213

punishment. Divine massacre. 

This is critical to understand: the Book of Mormon 
claims this voice belongs to the resurrected, glorified 
Christ; the same Jesus who had already lived on earth, 
shown perfect mercy, wept over Jerusalem, forgiven even 
his murderers and died for the sins of the world. This is not 
the pre-incarnate Word executing divine judgment in the 
Old Testament. The Book of Mormon presents this 

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon211

 Jesus Himself warned: “For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be 212

judged” (Matt. 7:2). If Latter-day Saints defend the voice in 3 Nephi 9 as 
the resurrected Christ, they bind themselves to that standard — a Christ 
who rejoices with Satan over the burning of innocent children. By 
Jesus’ own words, to call that holy is to invite the same judgment back 
upon themselves. This is not mercy; it is self-condemnation by consent.

 3 Nephi 9:13 , The Book of Mormon213
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imposter as the post-Calvary Christ, who had already 
demonstrated that He 'came not to destroy men's lives but 
to save them' (Luke 9:56), now celebrating destruction of 
innocent children  alongside Satan’s laughter.  214 215

After leveling cities and declaring Satan’s joy and 
laughter over the carnage of burned innocent children, he 
calls out to the survivors crouching in the darkness: “Won’t 
you come to me now?”  It is not an invitation. It is 216

spiritual extortion, the weaponization of Satan’s laughter 
and the murder of children, the signature tactic of the 

 3 Nephi 9:2-3, 3 Nephi 8:25, The Book of Mormon214

 3 Nephi 9:2-3, 3 Nephi 8:25, The Book of Mormon215

 See 3 Nephi 9:2–13. After proclaiming that the devil rejoices in the 216

destruction of “the fair sons and daughters” of His people, this being 
calls the survivors to repent and be healed. This follows the same 
manipulation pattern found in satanic systems: destroy, then demand 
devotion. In Greek theology, the demon Mormo—the namesake of 
Mormonism—operates by emotional coercion, impersonation of 
holiness, and the seduction of souls through false light.
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demon Mormo,  who first wounds the soul with terror, 217

then offers healing only through submission to the lie. 

Coincidentally—or perhaps not at all—the name 
“Mormon” bears a direct linguistic and functional 
connection to Mormo, a demon known in antiquity for 
terror, shapeshifting, and the manipulation of fear. 

In ancient Greek demonology, Mormo (Μορµώ)  was 218

described as a night spirit and servant of Hecate, invoked to 
frighten disobedient children  and to seduce or deceive 219

 In ancient Greek demonology, Mormo (Μορµώ) was a fear-based 217

spirit used to terrorize disobedient children, often associated with 
seduction, transformation, and consuming the innocent. Early folklore 
described Mormo as a night demon, a servant of Hecate, and a shape-
shifter who preyed on emotional vulnerability. The name “Mormo” 
predates Mormonism by centuries, yet Joseph Smith named his entire 
religion with this root. Coincidence or revelation? When a spirit 
rewards obedience with burning feelings, terrorizes dissenters, and 
masquerades as holy while contradicting Jesus Christ—it is not just a 
theological issue. It is a spiritual one. Mormonism bears the name of 
Mormo because it operates by the logic and tactics of Mormo.

 Suda Lexicon, s.v. Μορµώ, ed. Ada Adler (Leipzig: Teubner, 1935), 218

3:513 – “Μορµώ· φάντασµα φοβερόν· Ἑκάτης θεράπαινα.” (“Mormo: a 
terrifying phantom, servant of Hecate.”)

 Scholia on Aristophanes, Wasps 1177 (11 BCE / rev. Byz.): references 219

Mormo as a shape-shifting female demon used to frighten children.
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adults.  She was a shapeshifter, alternating between 220

comforter and tormentor—appearing in forms meant to 
gain emotional trust before consuming or enslaving her 
victims.  The Greek roots morm- and mormein carry 221

connotations of fear, mimicry, and monstrous reflection. 

Joseph Smith knew this. In May 1843, responding to anti-
Mormon literature claiming the Book of Mormon derived 
its name from the Greek Mormo, Smith published a letter in 
Times and Seasons explicitly denying the connection. "It 
has been stated that this word was derived from the Greek 
word mormo," he wrote. "This is not the case. There was no 
Greek or Latin upon the plates from which I, through the 
grace of God, translated the Book of Mormon.” 

But then Smith immediately proved the opposite. To 
defend against the Greek etymology, he constructed his 
own etymology using—Greek, Latin, Saxon, Danish, 
German, Dutch, Hebrew, and Egyptian. He compared the 
English word "more" (derived from Germanic roots) with 
the purported Egyptian "mon" (meaning good), claiming 
their combination produced "Mormon," meaning "more 
good." In doing so, he weaponized the very languages he 
claimed were absent from the plates. 

 Etymologicum Magnum 606.34 (Late Byzantine): defines Μορµώ as 220

παρὰ τὸ µορµύρειν — τοὺς δαίµονας ἐµφοβεῖν, “from murmuring demons 
who instill fear.”

 Clavicula Salomonis (Liber Officiorum Spirituum, 15th cent.), lists 221

Mormo among infernal spirits associated with illusion and seduction.
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The confession is embedded in the denial itself. Smith 
simultaneously rejected and validated the Greek 
connection by using comparative linguistics to disprove a 
linguistic claim—a logical inversion that mirrors the pattern 
throughout the Book of Mormon: deny while admitting, 
confess while defending, invert while appearing to clarify. 

Most damning: "Reformed Egyptian," the language Smith 
claimed was used on the plates, appears nowhere in human 
history except in the Book of Mormon itself. No 
inscriptions. No linguistic records. No ancient attestation. 
Only Smith's word. 

When he commanded, "Let the language of that book 
speak for itself," the language did speak. It spoke King 
James English—with over 93 Greek and Latin words 
appearing more than 7,200 times throughout the text Smith 
claimed contained "no Greek or Latin."  222

 The Wikipedia page for "Mormon (word)" documents that in the May 222

15, 1843, issue of Times and Seasons, Joseph Smith published an article 
deriving the etymology of "Mormon" from English "more" + Egyptian 
"mon," and explicitly stating: "It has been stated that this word 
[mormon] was derived from the Greek word mormo. This is not the 
case. There was no Greek or Latin upon the plates from which I, 
through the grace of God, translated the Book of Mormon." Wikipedia 

Direct URL: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormon_(word) 
The specific section discusses his etymological defense and the irony 
that he used comparative linguistics (Greek, Latin, Saxon, etc.) to prove 
his claim while denying those languages existed on the plates.
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The phonetic and morphological overlap between 
Mormo and Mormon is not limited to English. Across 
languages and transliterations, the connection persists. In 
nearly every tongue—Greek, Latin, English, Japanese (モル
モン / モルモ), and others—the consonant-vowel structure is 

identical, and the semantic field of deception, mimicry, and 
fear mirrors the spirit described in 3 Nephi 9:2–3.  223

This is more than coincidence. It is a signature. It is 
a fingerprint and it is an Easter Egg left by the author 
for those with eyes to see and ears to hear. 

The Book of Mormon—a text claiming divine origin but 
teaching through the voice of a counterfeit spirit—bears the 
very name of the demon whose tactics it enacts. Mormo 
terrorized through fear and illusion; Mormonism, through 
spiritual inversion, reproduces the same pattern: terror, 
then tenderness; condemnation, then counterfeit comfort. 

The etymology reveals the theology. The name itself, like 
the spirit behind it, is an echo of inversion—a linguistic 
shadow that hides its origin in plain sight. 

 For comparative linguistics, see Henry George Liddell and Robert 223

Scott, A Greek–English Lexicon (Oxford: Clarendon, 1940), s.v. 
“Μορµώ”; and Joseph Shipley, Dictionary of Word Origins (New York: 
Philosophical Library, 1945), 283 – noting the persistence of morm- 
roots in words denoting fear or mimicry across Indo-European 
languages.
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Even the modern LDS prophet, Russell M. Nelson, 
inadvertently confirmed the spiritual weight of this name. 

In October 2018, during General Conference, Nelson 
declared that continued use of the word “Mormon” 
constitutes “a major victory for Satan.” He stated: 

“To remove the Lord’s name from the Lord’s Church is a 
major victory for Satan.”  224

— Russell M. Nelson, “The Correct Name of the Church,” 
General Conference, October 2018. 

While Nelson framed his statement as a call to linguistic 
correction, the deeper irony is unavoidable: his words 
reveal an instinctive recognition that something in the very 
name Mormon carries a spiritual inversion. 

He could not have known how right he was. 

For centuries, the name Mormo signified a demon of 
deception—a shapeshifter who terrifies, then consoles. The 
Book of Mormon canonizes a “Spirit” that does the same: 
burning cities, invoking Satan’s laughter, and then calling 
the survivors to repentance. 

 Nelson, Russell M. “The Correct Name of the Church.” Address 224

delivered at the 188th Semiannual General Conference of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, October 2018.  
Available at churchofjesuschrist.org.
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When the prophet of Mormonism declared that the use 
of Mormon is “a victory for Satan,” he spoke a truth far 
greater than he realized. 

The name bears witness against itself in full alignment 
with the printed word of the Book of Mormon in 3 Nephi 
9:2-3. 

“Wo, wo, wo unto this people; wo unto the inhabitants 
of the whole earth except they shall repent; for the devil 
laugheth, and his angels rejoice, because of the slain of the 
fair sons and daughters of my people; and it is because of 
their iniquity and abominations that they are fallen!”  225

This is not the Jesus who said, 

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon, LDS Edition. Salt Lake City: The 225

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2013.
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“Let the little children come to me.”  This is not the 226

Jesus who said, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice. I came not to 
destroy men’s lives but to save them.”  227

This is Caiaphas in a fool’s gold crown. This is wrath in a 
box of poisoned chocolates. This is Satan impersonating 
the Savior and demanding to be worshiped as holy. 

Level 3: Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit 

Once the believer accepts this false Christ, the third level 
follows: blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. This occurs through 
the acceptance, canonization, and defense of a murderous, 
lying, deceptive spirit masquerading as the Holy Spirit.  

 Matthew 19:14; Mark 10:14; Luke 18:16 — Jesus said, “Let the little 226

children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.” This statement appears in all three 
Synoptic Gospels, underscoring Christ’s tender love and protection for 
the innocent.

 Matthew 9:13; Hosea 6:6; Luke 9:56 (KJV) — In Matthew 9:13, Jesus 227

quotes Hosea 6:6: “I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,” emphasizing that 
God values compassion over ritual. In Luke 9:56, when the disciples 
want to call down fire on a Samaritan village, Jesus rebukes them, 
saying, “For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them.” Together, these verses reveal the heart of Christ: mercy 
over judgment, salvation over destruction.
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In 1 Nephi 4:13, Nephi after battling with the Holy Spirit 
of truth in his heart  to not murder and steal from Laban, 228

this deceptive “Mormon Holy Spirit” flips Nephi conscience  
using the precise words, “it is better that one man should 
perish than that a nation should dwindle and perish in 
unbelief.”   The moment of Nephi pushing out the Holy 229

Spirit of Truth and succumbing to the imposter is 
commemorated by the words, “And now, when I, Nephi, 
had heard these words…” 

However, these are not just problematic words, they are 
symbolic words. As we discussed, these are the exact logic, 
words and justification used by Caiaphas, the high priest 
who orchestrated the capture, torture and murder of Jesus. 
“It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not.”  And now—230

almost 2,000 years later—the Book of Mormon attributes 
that same logic, nearly word for word, to the voice of the 
Mormon Holy Spirit. Let us reflect again on the gravity of 
this realization, Nephi says the words that came from this 
“Mormon Holy Spirit” that overrode his conscience and 
arguably the guidance of the Holy Spirit telling him not to 
murder, were the very words and logic of Jesus Christ’s 

 1 Nephi 4:13, The Book of Mormon228

 1 Nephi 4:13, The Book of Mormon compare to John 11:50 (KJV) – 229

Caiaphas: “It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people…”

 Holy Bible (KJV), John 11:50.230
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murderer. Another Easter Egg left for those who have eyes 
to see and ears to hear.  

However, the real problem is the Mormon narrative 
itself: claiming that the Book of Mormon was translated by 
the power of God in 1827 and published in 1830, from 
golden plates written in a fictional language called 
“Reformed Egyptian.”   231

But if that story were true, it leads to one inescapable 
and blasphemous implication: that Mormons claim that 
Jesus Christ Himself personally and intentionally chose to 
place the words and logic of His own murderer, Caiaphas/
Satan, into the mouth of the Holy Spirit as justification for 
more lies, murder, deception and robbery.  

That is not just irony. It is demonic parody—and is 
arguably the most brazen case of spiritual blasphemy ever 
ideated, articulated, written and canonized.  

From there, this co-called Mormon Holy Spirit guides 
Nephi to murder, lie, deceive, impersonate, steal and 
kidnap—all under “divine” guidance and command. And 
Mormons defend this passage as inspired scripture. Why? 
Because to reject the logic of this spirit is to reject the Book 
of Mormon itself. And for a Mormon, the integrity of the 
book outweighs the integrity of anything else, including the 

 Book of Mormon, Mormon 9:32; also Joseph Smith—History 1:62, 231

“translated by the gift and power of God” (cf. Book of Mormon 
Introduction, LDS 2023 ed.).
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eternal and unchanging character of the Holy Spirit of 
Truth and as we just saw in the previous section, the 
eternal character and nature of the Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ Himself. 

To preserve the integrity of their imaginary “golden 
bible”, they must betray the Holy One. So they accept a 
spirit who speaks like Caiaphas, acts like Satan, and 
contradicts everything Jesus ever taught—and they call it 
holy, and are then forced to create an endless array of 
reasons and circular logic as to why God of the Old 
Testament was just as bad if not worse than the Mormon 
Jesus or Mormon Spirit.  

To add insult to injury, the prophecy made by this 
Mormon Holy Spirit in 1 Nephi 4:13 itself turns out to be a 
bold faced lie. Indeed the crowning event of fictional Book 
of Mormon is the Nephite nation indeed DOES dwindle, is 
completely destroyed and perishes entirely in unbelief.   232

 
“Behold, the Lamanites have hunted my people, the 
Nephites, down from city to city and from place to place, 

 Words of Mormon 1:7, The Book of Mormon: “the Lord knoweth all 232

things which are to come.” 
If the spirit that spoke to Nephi were truly the Holy Spirit, it would 

have known the Nephites would, in the end, completely and utterly 
perish and be destroyed in unbelief. It would not have justified murder 
to preserve a seed it knew would be annihilated. 
A spirit that speaks false outcomes isn’t holy. So the Mormon Holy 
Spirit is by definition a deceptive, manipulative lying entity.
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even until they are no more; and great has been their fall; 
yea, great and marvelous is the destruction of my people, 
the Nephites.”  233

 
The supposed prophecy of this fake Holy Spirit, the very 
justification it makes for murder, deceit, lies, robbery and 
kidnapping collapses on its own terms. Yet none of that 
matters, because to question the passage is to question the 
Book of Mormon, and that for a Mormon is unthinkable. So 
instead, believers are trained to ignore or misinterpret what 
is actually written in the Book of Mormon, accept this 
spirit, to defend it, to call it holy, even as it lies and 
contradicts everything Jesus taught. 

This is the third level of spiritual warfare: the literal 
blasphemy of the Holy Spirit—the point at which the true 
Spirit is replaced by a counterfeit spirit of murder, lies, and 
robbery. A spirit that speaks the very words and logic of the 
Pharisee that led the charge to the murder of Jesus Christ. 
And yet Mormons are conditioned to call that replacement 
sacred. Because if they don’t—if they dare to question it—
they risk losing their golden bible. 

And for a Mormon, that cost is greater than betraying 
the very nature of the Spirit of Truth. 

Where Jesus was betrayed by Judas for thirty pieces of 
silver, Mormons gladly sell out the eternal character of the 

 Mormon 8:7, Book of Mormon. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 233

Saints, 1830.
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Holy Spirit for an imaginary golden bible—a record they 
were taught to love, but can never physically examine or 
confirm. A book they were told came from heaven, even as 
it whispers the logic of hell.  234

The irony is devastating: 
They do not just trade the truth for gold. 
They exalt the lie that replaced it. 
They bear witness to a spirit that justifies murder and 

deception, and call it the Holy Ghost. 
They defend it with trembling testimonies. 
They canonize it in scripture. 
They seal it with covenants. 

This is not a misunderstanding. 
It is a spiritual exchange. 

The Spirit of Truth is rejected. 
The spirit of Nephi’s sword is enthroned. 

 The Book of Mormon claims divine origin—“translated by the gift 234

and power of God” (Title Page of the Book of Mormon)—but at its 
theological core lies a justification indistinguishable from the logic of 
hell. In 1 Nephi 4:13, the spirit justifies murder by saying: “It is better 
that one man should perish than that a nation should dwindle and 
perish in unbelief.” This is the same logic spoken by the high priest 
Caiaphas in John 11:50: “It is expedient for us, that one man should die 
for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.” Jesus rejected 
this logic. The Book of Mormon canonizes it—and attributes it to the 
Holy Spirit.
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And the voice that once cried “Father, forgive them for 
they know not what they do” is replaced by a voice that 
hisses, “Slay him, for it is better that one man should 
perish.” 

This is not revelation. This is voluntarily opening the 
door for possession by invitation. 

Level 4: Possession by Consent  235

Finally, the fourth level is the spiritual fusion point—the 
moment of internal possession by invitation and consent.  

The defining mark of counterfeit revelation is not just 
error—it’s inversion. Like turning a warped mirror against 
truth, the counterfeit spirit flips what God forbids into what 
it now demands, and calls the resulting reversal divine.  

Would anyone play with a Ouija board if they knew the 
entity on the other end was a liar, a deceiver, a thief and a 
murderer?  

 The Book of Mormon itself confirms the reality of this low-grade 235

possession. In 2 Nephi 28:21, Nephi warns that Satan will “pacify, and 
lull [souls] away into carnal security,” causing them to declare “All is 
well in Zion; yea, Zion prospereth, all is well”—even as he “cheateth 
their souls, and leadeth them away carefully down to hell.” This is not 
dramatic demonic possession. It is a refined sedation: invited through 
sincere seeking, welcomed as a divine manifestation, and sealed with a 
testimony that overrides all evidence to the contrary.
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And yet, in an almost unthinkable twist, Moroni 10:4 
instructs believers to pray and ask God if the Book of 
Mormon is true, promising that the power of Mormon 
“Holy Ghost”—or rather, the lying, deceptive and 
murderous spirit whose malevolent nature is undeniably 
chronicled in the Book of Mormon, the very spirit they 
have been trained to call the Holy Ghost from 1 Nephi 4—by 
this spirit’s power a sign will be manifested.  236

On the surface, it sounds harmless. But by this point, the 
believer has already accepted and participated in the logic 
of Satan (in the three temptations) , embraced the image 237

of a demonic Christ who rejoices with the devil (in 3 Nephi 
9) , and accepted a spirit who lies, deceives, steals, and 238

commands murder in the logic of Caiaphas (in 1 Nephi 4).  239

Their spiritual defenses are gone. Their discernment is 

 The Book of Mormon, Moroni 10:4236

 Matthew 4:1–11, Holy Bible — Jesus resists Satan’s temptations.237

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon. The Church of Jesus Christ of 238

Latter-day Saints.

 1 Nephi 4:13, The Book of Mormon. The Church of Jesus Christ of 239

Latter-day Saints.
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dismantled. And the gate to the city has been left wide 
open.  240

And now, at the very end of the Book of Mormon—after 
the lies of this spirit have been revealed—aspiring Mormons 
are told to invite that spirit in: into their heart, their mind, 
their soul and ask for a paranormal manifestation of 
“truth.” Yes, you read that correctly, asking for a 
paranormal manifestation of truth from a lying spirit. And 
then to interpret the resulting feeling as confirmation from 
God of truth and facts. 

“And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort 
you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name 
of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask 
with a sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, 
he will manifest the truth of it unto you, by the power of 
the Holy Ghost.”  241

It sounds innocent and holy, but it contains 3 poison 
pills; the first is misconstruing what is actually taking place 
in Moroni 10:4. 

 See John 10:10, where Jesus warns that “the thief comes only to steal 240

and kill and destroy”—a stark contrast to His purpose of giving “life… to 
the full.” This verse makes clear that when spiritual defenses are down 
(“the gate… left wide open”), it’s as if the thief has free entry into the 
city—capable of wrecking the mind, heart, and will without resistance.

 Moroni 10:4, Book of Mormon. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 241

Saints, 2013.
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But this is not a person lacking wisdom asking God for 
truth. This is a ritual of an individual who has already 
willingly sold the character of the Holy Spirit for a set of 
imaginary gold plates, willingly participated in the three 
temptations, defends a spirit of hell masquerading  as the 242

victorious Jesus Christ burning innocent children  and 243

using their chard remains and Satan’s laughter as leverage 
against survivors as they huddle in darkness.  This is the 244

quintessential temptation of Jesus, testing God for a sign.  245

 James 1:5 — “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God…” This 242

verse is frequently cited in Mormonism as the warrant for praying to 
know if the Book of Mormon is true. But in context, James is speaking 
about believers seeking wisdom in the midst of trials (vv. 2–4), not 
testing spirits or verifying revelation. Moreover, James says to ask God—
not a spirit already exposed as lying, deceiving, prophesying falsely, 
stealing, murdering, and burning children in the dark while laughing 
with Satan (cf. 1 Nephi 4:13, 3 Nephi 9:2). This isn’t divine inquiry. It’s 
spiritual bait-and-switch.

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon243

 See 3 Nephi 9:13. The Book of Mormon: After proclaiming that the devil 244

rejoices in the destruction of “the fair sons and daughters” of His 
people (v.2), this being calls the survivors to repent and be healed. This 
is not the compassionate invitation of Jesus Christ, who weeps over 
Jerusalem’s destruction (Luke 19:41), forbids harm to children (Matthew 
18:6), and warns against coercive authority (Matthew 20:25–28). This is 
the psychological manipulation of an abusive spirit—destroy, then 
demand devotion.

 Deuteronomy 13:1–3 (KJV)245
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This is a ritual of transfer—a transaction of voluntary 
invitation and consent between the soul and a counterfeit 
spirit. It is the final act of spiritual inversion.  

Whether in formal occultism, Christian theology, or 
ancient myth, the principle of voluntary consent—through 
invitation, agreement, or alignment—is always present.  246

The spirit cannot enter uninvited; it needs you to say yes. 
This core principle appears in exorcism theology, ritual 
magic, and even folklore: demons must be welcomed, 
spirits must be summoned, the devil must be invited in. 
Consent is the legal doorway in the spiritual realm. 

Which is exactly what the Book of Mormon’s spirit 
demands in Moroni 10:4–5. Even after it has revealed its 
true nature; lying, murdering, stealing and kidnapping in 1 
Nephi 4, prophesying falsely in Words of Mormon 1:7, 
slaughtering innocent children in 3 Nephi 9:2 and 
weaponizing their pain and the laughter of Satan to coerce 

 In both occult and biblical traditions, demonic influence typically 246

hinges on permission—not force. Christian demonology affirms that 
demons cannot possess against one’s will; they require an opening, 
often granted through sin, ritual invocation, or spiritual compromise 
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?
article=1509&context=jams&utm. For example, GotQuestions states that 
“demons… gain a foothold… through involvement in the occult or 
through… habitual sin”. This parallels Moroni 10:4–5—which doesn’t 
just permit, but invites the spirit already exposed in 1 Nephi 4, 
3 Nephi 9, and Words of Mormon 1:7 to enter and manifest. That is not 
revelation—it’s ritualized invitation.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 142



survivors into submission, it still lingers, waiting. Not to 
overpower you, but bearing the promises of golden plates, 
beautiful temples, visions of angels, power, authority and a 
sexual centered theology, it waits to be invited. To be 
prayed to. To be believed in. To be called “Holy.” 

It still waits for you to ask. 
To invite. 
To testify. 

That’s not revelation. 
That’s a possession protocol. 

Finally the tears, fasting, begging and pleading for the 
manifestation have come to a head, the false spirit enters 
the temple of the body and is welcomed and enshrined as 
divine. 

This is where the sedation completes its work. The spirit 
has dulled the mind to reason, bypassed the conscience of 
lies, deception, murder and now wraps the believer in false 
peace. The anesthetic has taken full effect—and the patient 
welcomes the parasite. 

The soul has now consented. In many cases, the desiring 
believer has even begged for it, pleading with tears, fasting 
for answers, and spending days or even weeks asking for a 
sign. Despite having literal, written evidence of its 
malevolent nature, lies, deception and failed prophecy, 
they do not resist this spirit—they invite it. They welcome it. 
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They are taught to. And when the moment is right, when 
the door is fully open, the sign is manifested—and the 
possession is complete. 

But unlike the dramatic portrayals in Hollywood, this is 
not a violent or grotesque takeover. It is something quieter. 
More refined. But much more dangerous. It is a low-grade 
possession, engineered not to terrify, but to pacify. It calms 
the soul while it consumes it. Mired in fiction, fantasy, 
falsehoods and blasphemy, this low-grade possession of 
invitation wraps the believer in the false comfort of 
certainty, capturing them in a state of spiritual invincibility, 
where they are certain they are now in possession of 
hidden truths.  

Within this reality distortion field, no matter what 
evidence is presented, no matter how clear the 
contradictions become, none of it matters. Because they 
“know” the Church is true. 

A great example of this model appears in the October 
2025 General Conference, where Elder Kevin G. Brown 
gave a sermon titled “The Eternal Gift of Testimony.” 

In it, he beautifully and sincerely describes the 
psychological and spiritual pathway that defines the 
process of low-grade possession we are discussing. 

Elder Brown openly acknowledges the very tension this 
book explores. He references those who questioned him: 
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“How could you join that church? … How could you read 
that book? Do you really believe all that?” He admits to 
knowing the doubts, the historical concerns, the questions 
about the Book of Mormon’s origin story—and yet, despite 
knowing these, without finding factual, empirical evidence 
to disprove the fictional, fantasy and false foundation of the 
Book of Mormon, he proceeds exactly as the model 
predicts. 

First comes the mental exposure: awareness of factual 
inconsistency or historical implausibility. 

 
Next follows the emotional override: an internal 
“experience with the Holy Ghost” that dulls the pain of 
days and replaces cognitive tension with warmth and 
reassurance. 

 
Finally, the will submits: Elder Brown consecrates that 
feeling as truth, declaring that his bathroom in Jamaica 
became his own “Sacred Grove.” 

Every stage is textbook. The intellect perceives 
contradiction; the heart reinterprets it as confirmation; the 
will then enshrines it as obedience. This is not deception 
on his part—rather, it is evidence of how complete the 
mechanism is. Once emotion becomes epistemology, the lie 
no longer feels like a lie. It feels true. 

The brilliance—and the tragedy—of the counterfeit spirit 
is that it does not need to disprove evidence. It only needs 
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to replace demand for truth, facts and evidence with a 
psychological experience that this lying entity creates itself. 
The “burning” from the counterfeit becomes proof the. The 
contradiction becomes the testimony. 

Elder Brown’s sermon captures this process perfectly: 
the pain of doubt, followed by the anesthetic of feeling, 
culminating in the assertion of certainty—“My Sacred Grove 
became a reality.”  It is precisely how the counterfeit 247

system preserves itself generation after generation: through 
the transformation of dissonance into devotion. 

And why do they know? Because of the manifestation of 
a sign from a spirit who has lied, murdered, and given false 
prophecy. The paranormal manifestation promised in 
Moroni 10:4. A burning in the bosom. A confirmation from 
what they have accepted as the Mormon “Holy Ghost.” A 
divine sign and manifestation that the Book of Mormon is 
true.  

What they never pause to consider is that they 
themselves asked for that witness—not from God in heaven, 
but from a spirit whose record is already clear as the words 
of 1 Nephi 4:13 printed in 1830. 

 Brown, Kevin G. “The Eternal Gift of Testimony.” Address delivered 247

at the 195th Semiannual General Conference of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, October 2025. https://
www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-conference/
2025/10/24brown
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The spirit in the Book of Mormon openly admits to 
speaking the logic and words of Caiaphas, commanding 
lies, demanding murder, enabling deception, and issuing 
failed prophecy. It confesses its nature in 1 Nephi 4:13. It 
takes credit for the burning murders of innocent children in 
3 Nephi 9:2. It canonizes prosperity as a sign of 
righteousness in Jacob 2:18-19. And in Doctrine & Covenants 
132, it demands sexual obedience through threats, 
manipulation, and the promise of divine punishment. 

Despite all this evidence being as clear as day, printed 
into 113 different languages, these aspiring Mormons will 
cry, beg, and fast for a sign of truth. And as Jesus clearly 
stated, “An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a 
sign” (Matthew 12:39). But no sign will be given—except the 
one they already accepted. Not a sign from heaven, but a 
counterfeit from below. Not a confirmation of truth, but a 
ritual of deception.  

They ask for a spirit to testify of a fake golden bible, and 
a spirit comes. And after being completely transparent in 
writing about its own malevolent nature, this evil entity 
gladly gives them exactly what they are begging for. 

And for now, the door is shut. Not because God is silent, 
but because the soul is already claimed—sedated by golden 
lies, possessed by consent, and unable to distinguish 
revelation from inversion. Just as Judas sold Jesus Christ to 
Caiaphas and the Pharisees for 30 pieces of silver, the 
Mormon believer has sold the divine character of the Holy 
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Spirit of Truth for a set of imaginary golden plates. And 
with the manifestation of a sign—delivered by this same 
lying spirit—they believe the confirmation of their 
testimony is complete. The plates are real. The church is 
true. The inheritance is theirs. The “spirit” has confirmed 
it. 

And so the counterfeit spirit is invited in, accepted, 
enthroned and sealed with a testimony that now binds the 
believing Mormon’s heart, mind and soul to a lie so 
completely intertwined with fantasy, fiction and 
falsehoods, that separating it now is a tremendous 
challenge. 

In the coming chapters, we will explore each of these 
four levels of deception in depth. What entered through the 
inversion was not salvation, but a parasite wearing the 
shape of the Holy Spirit—capable of speaking words that stir 
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the heart, promising, “Ye shall have eternal life” , yet also 248

openly trafficking in a false prophecy , the words of 249

Caiaphas , lies, deceptions, murders, robberies, and the 250

ruin of the innocent . Its beauty is bait; its authority is 251

theft. It feeds on trust, cloaking inversion as revelation, and 

 2 Nephi 2:3, the Book of Mormon — The so-called “Spirit of the Lord” 248

in the Book of Mormon speaks warmly to Jacob: “Wherefore, thy soul 
shall be blessed, and thou shalt dwell safely with thy brother, Nephi; 
and thy days shall be spent in the service of thy God… wherefore, I 
know that thou art redeemed, because of the righteousness of thy 
Redeemer; for thou hast beheld that in the fullness of time he cometh 
to bring salvation unto men. And thou hast beheld in thy youth his 
glory; wherefore, thou art blessed even as they unto whom he shall 
minister in the flesh; for the Spirit is the same, yesterday, today, and 
forever. And the way is prepared from the fall of man, and salvation is 
free… Wherefore, ye shall have eternal life.” (An inspiring promise that 
masks the spirit’s true nature revealed elsewhere.)

 1 Nephi 4:13, the Book of Mormon — The “Spirit of the Lord” claims 249

that “it is better that one man should perish than that a nation should 
dwindle and perish in unbelief,” a prophecy that fails within the 
narrative of the Book of Mormon itself, as the Nephite nation ultimately 
perishes in disbelief (Moroni 10:1).

 John 11:50 (KJV)— Caiaphas: “It is expedient for us, that one man 250

should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.” The 
logic in 1 Nephi 4:13 is a direct echo of Caiaphas’s justification for killing 
Jesus, as he inverts Isaiah 53 for his own selfish and evil purposes.

 1 Nephi 4:10–18, the Book of Mormon — The “Spirit of the Lord” 251

instructs Nephi to kill Laban, resulting in murder (v. 18), deception (v. 
19), robbery (v. 20), and the taking of captives (v. 28).
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dares to call itself the voice of God. The theological 
architecture of Mormonism is not built on the character of 
Jesus Christ or the truth of His Gospel. It is engineered as a 
progressive infiltration—a system designed to replace Him, 
impersonate Him, and enthrone another spirit in His place.  

And it begins, as all great stories do—with a stone.  252

 Joseph Smith claimed to receive revelation by placing a “seer stone” 252

in a hat and burying his face in it—a method he originally used to search 
for buried treasure. This same stone, repurposed from folk magic, 
became the tool by which the Book of Mormon was produced. The 
foundation of Mormonism begins not with scripture, but with a stone—
and not as a symbol of Christ, but of sorcery, deception, and spiritual 
sleight of hand.
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Chapter 2 
A GOSPEL BUILT ON SAND  

“If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 
— Matthew 4:3  253

The foundation of Mormonism didn’t begin with gold 
plates. It began with a stone. 

Not scripture. Not the Word of God. But a rock placed in 
darkness, used by Joseph Smith, a failed treasure-digging 
mystic to claim divine revelation on the location of buried 
treasure. 

To his paying customers, this stone promised riches, but 
never delivered. It was part of the same occult rituals 
Joseph Smith used to chase phantom treasure—guided by 
spirits, invoking ancient names, peering into the earth for 
gold that always slipped away.  254

 Matthew 4:1–11 – The three temptations of Christ.253

 William D. Purple, “Joseph Smith, the Originator of Mormonism: 254

Historical Reminiscences of the Town of Afton,” Chenango Union, May 
2, 1877,  describes how Joseph “placed the stone in a hat, and putting 
his face therein, pretended to discover objects at a distance and hidden 
from the natural eye.” 
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And yet this very object—this folk magic talisman—would 
become the gateway to the supposed “translation” of the 
Book of Mormon.  255

A stone that never uncovered real treasure became the 
tool to invent fake gold: an intangible gospel, manufactured 
from darkness, that would spawn unimaginable wealth, 
unchecked authority, and an eternal theology of power, 
property, and limitless virgin wives. 

This is not just bad history. 

It’s spiritual inversion. 

It’s not just folklore. It’s the origin point of a gospel built 
on what Jesus rejected—a theology that canonizes the 
temptations He overcame. 

The Three Temptations: A Religion Built on What 
Jesus Rejected 

 Charles Marshall, “The Original Prophet: By a Visitor to Salt Lake 255

City,” Fraser’s Magazine 7 (February 1873): 229–30, reprints parts of the 
People v. Joseph Smith proceedings, including mentions of seer-stone 
use, but does not include Purple’s later, full reminiscence.  
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Before Jesus began His public ministry, He was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness to fast for forty days and to 
face the devil alone.  256

It was not merely a test of endurance—it was a 
confrontation of identity.  

Satan’s aim was clear: to provoke Jesus into proving 
himself to Satan that He was the Son of God by stepping 
outside of the Father’s will.  

The three temptations were not random, they were 
strategic. Each offered Jesus a shortcut. 

The first: turn stones to bread, use divine power to 
satisfy immediate, selfish hunger, rather than reserve His 
power for the benefit of others and trust the Father to 
provide.  257

The second: throw yourself down from the temple, 
demand a miraculous sign to prove divine favor and divine 

 Matthew 4:1, Holy Bible – “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into 256

the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”

 Matthew 6:31–33 (KJV) — “Therefore take no thought, saying, What 257

shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? … for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.”
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power, rather than walk by faith, led by the Holy Spirit of 
Truth. 

The third: bow before evil, inherit the riches, power and 
kingdoms of the world without suffering, without selfless 
obedience and without the cross. 

Each one: a counterfeit gospel.  
Faster. Easier. Fatal.  258

In every case, the enemy tried to fracture the 
relationship between the Son and the Father by introducing 
a seductive alternative. And in every case, Jesus responded 
not with signs, force, or status, but by declaring His total 
dependence on the Word and will of God: 

“Man shall not live by bread alone…”  259

“You shall not put the Lord your God to the test…”  260

“You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only 
shall you serve.”  261

 Matthew 4:1–11, Holy Bible – The three temptations of Christ.258

 Matthew 4:4, Holy Bible – “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 259

every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

 Matthew 4:7, Holy Bible – “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”260

 Matthew 4:10, Holy Bible – “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 261

and him only shalt thou serve.”
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These were not just refusals.  

They were revelations. And they are foundational to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

By rejecting Satan’s offers, Jesus revealed what it truly 
means to be divine: perfect alignment with the Father, not 
seeking power, glory, riches or safety apart from Him, nor 
accepting shortcuts to Him, no matter how “well-
intended”  they may be. 262

Jesus Christ showed us that true sonship is not proven 
by miracles or success, but by selfless obedience, loving 
humility, and a faith that needs no sign. 

Satan’s strategy hasn’t changed. These same three 
temptations remain the framework by which he seeks to 
corrupt the soul. And the moment we accept them, when 
we use faith to justify selfish gain, demand signs instead of 

 See Jacob 2:18–19, where the Book of Mormon presents a seductive 262

inversion: a divine-sounding justification for seeking riches—after 
seeking the kingdom—so that one “may do good.” But Jesus rejected 
that very logic in the wilderness. The enemy’s greatest temptations are 
often cloaked in spiritual rationalization.
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walking by trust, or pursue power, status, and wealth  as 263

divine rewards, we don’t draw closer to God. We conform 
ourselves to the enemy. Each step taken in their direction is 
not elevation, but descent. 

To submit to these temptations is to surrender spiritual 
authority. And to build a religion on them is to construct a 
counterfeit gospel—crafted not in heaven, but in hell. 

This chapter will expose how Mormonism, step by step, 
institutionalizes each of the three temptations Jesus 
rejected, and how it repackages satanic logic as divine 
revelation to entrap believers. 

Now, let us examine them one by one. 

TEMPTATION #1 — TURN STONES INTO BREAD 

The first temptation came at the height of Jesus’ physical 
weakness. After forty days of fasting in the wilderness, 

 Jacob 2:18–19, The Book of Mormon, claims it’s righteous to seek riches 263

with the “intent” to do good. But Jesus rejected this exact logic in the 
wilderness. Though starving, He refused to turn stones to bread, 
because He would not use divine authority for self-benefit, even with 
good intentions. Seeking wealth with “intent” isn’t obedience. It’s 
disobedience disguised as virtue. Jesus didn’t say, “Gain first, plan to 
give later.” He said, “Sell all you have, give to the poor… and follow Me” 
(Luke 18:22). True faith doesn’t bargain—it trusts. “Your Father knows 
what you need before you ask Him” (Matthew 6:8).
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starving and alone, Jesus was approached by Satan with a 
deceptively simple suggestion: “If you are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread” (Matthew 
4:3).   264

On the surface, it seems harmless. Jesus is hungry. He 
has the power. Why not use it? 

But this was no ordinary temptation. It was a calculated 
assault on Jesus’ identity and mission. The devil wasn’t 
merely suggesting a snack, he was attempting to fracture 
the relationship between the Son and the Father. By 
challenging Jesus to prove His divine identity through an 
act of self-serving power, Satan was inviting Him to act 
independently, to satisfy a real physical need in a way that 
bypassed trust in the Father’s provision. In essence, he was 
saying:  

“If you are really who you say you are, then why wait? 
Take control. Feed yourself. Use your power for your own 
gain.” 

Jesus refused. He didn’t argue. He didn’t defend Himself. 
He didn’t even explain. Instead, He answered with 
Scripture: “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

 Matthew 4:3, Holy Bible – Satan tempts Jesus to turn stones into 264

bread.
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but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God’” 
(Matthew 4:4, quoting Deuteronomy 8:3).   265

With that response, Jesus revealed something 
fundamental—not just about divinity, but about what it 
means to be truly human. To live as God intended is not to 
grasp for control or attempt to manipulate divine power to 
satisfy ourselves. It is to live in constant dependence on the 
Father’s will, even when it hurts. Especially when it hurts. 

This moment echoes Eden in reverse. Where Adam “saw 
that the tree was good for food… and took of its fruit and 
ate”, Jesus chose hunger to remain in communion with the 
Father.  Where the first man reached for provision and 266

power apart from God, Jesus resisted. He would not use the 
power of God to serve Himself. He would only use it in 
obedience, to serve others in love and sacrifice. 

And that’s exactly what our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
did. He used that same power not to feed Himself in the 
wilderness, but to feed the five thousand. He opened blind 
eyes, cleansed lepers, made the lame walk, raised the dead, 
and in the end, gave His own life to save sinners. He never 

 Deuteronomy 8:3, Holy Bible – “…that man does not live by bread 265

alone, but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
the Lord.”

 Genesis 3:6, Holy Bible – Eve and Adam take the fruit in 266

disobedience.
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used divine power to exalt Himself. Only to heal, restore, 
and redeem others. 

 In rejecting the temptation to turn stones into bread, 
Jesus affirmed His mission, preserved His unity with the 
Father, and set the tone for a ministry defined by self-
denial, not self-exaltation. 

FROM STONES TO BREAD: HOW JOSEPH SMITH 
EMBRACED THE TEMPTATION JESUS REJECTED 

Jesus refused to turn stones into bread. 

Joseph Smith took a stone and used trickery to 
transform his lies into the bread of wealth, power, 
authority and then feed an entire deceived empire on it.  

As mentioned at the beginning of this chapter, the 
foundation of Mormonism didn’t begin with buried gold 
plates. It began with a stone in a hat. Before Joseph Smith 
ever claimed to be a prophet, he claimed to be a treasure 
hunting seer. Neighbors, friends, even family, testified that 
Joseph used a brown seer stone, placed inside a hat, to 
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“see” buried treasure, guardian spirits, and visions of 
hidden riches.  This wasn’t a side hobby. It was his trade. 267

In 2015, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
officially confirmed what historians had long documented. 
In its Gospel Topics Essay titled “Book of Mormon 
Translation”, the Church wrote: 

“Joseph placed the seer stone in a hat and put his face 
into the hat to block out light. As Joseph looked into the 
stone, the words of the scripture appeared in English.” 

— LDS.org, “Book of Mormon Translation”  268

Even LDS apologists admit the same stone used to 
dictate the Book of Mormon was the one Joseph used in 
treasure-digging. Mormon historian Richard Bushman, 
author of Rough Stone Rolling, explains: 

“The stone Joseph used to translate the Book of Mormon 
had been discovered in a well during a treasure-seeking 

 Dan Vogel, Early Mormon Documents, Vol. 1 (Salt Lake City: 267

Signature Books, 1996), especially the affidavits of Willard Chase, Peter 
Ingersoll, Isaac Hale, and Martin Harris. See also: Richard L. Bushman, 
Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling (New York: Knopf, 2005), pp. 48–52.

 Book of Mormon Translation, Gospel Topics Essays. The Church of 268

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, lds.org.
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expedition and used by him for folk magic before becoming 
a prophetic instrument.”  269

Let that sink in.  

The keystone of Mormonism wasn’t “translated” from 
ancient plates. It was dictated through a stone previously 
used to hunt for gold and ghost-guarded treasure. 

The connection to Matthew 4 is not symbolic. It is literal. 
Satan said: “If you are the Son of God, command that these 
stones become bread.” Joseph did exactly that. 

He used a stone to generate scripture, authority, power,  
riches, and sexual access , and demonically called the 270

voice behind it Jesus Christ. What Jesus rejected in the 
wilderness, Joseph embraced in Upstate New York. The 
moment Joseph obeyed the voice from the stone, the 
parasite gave up its name, intentions and entered the host. 

The Bread: Power, Wealth, and Women 

 Bushman, Richard Lyman. Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling. 269

Knopf, 2005.

 Doctrine and Covenants 132, The Doctrine and Covenants. Used to 270

justify plural marriage and “sealings” for exaltation.
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And Joseph Smith did not stop with scripture. The stone 
that Joseph Smith used to launched The Book of Mormon 
soon launched an empire of power, money and women. 

• Power: Through his claims of revelation, Joseph 
centralized spiritual authority under himself. All 
priesthood, all doctrine, all commandments flowed 
through his voice—and by extension, his stone.  271

• Money: Smith instituted tithing, ran failed banking 
ventures like the Kirtland Safety Society , and oversaw 272

attempts at the United Order—all built on the presumption 
of divine financial favor.  273

• Women: In Doctrine & Covenants 132, Joseph claims 
Jesus Christ commanded him to take multiple concubines, 
including teenage girls and the wives of other men as part 
of an eternal law. When some resisted, he warned them 
with divine destruction. In verses 54–56, the Mormon 

 Doctrine and Covenants Section 1, 20, 132 – Priesthood and 271

revelation centralized under Joseph’s authority.

 Quinn, D. Michael. The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power. 272

Signature Books, 1994 – detailed historical analysis of the Kirtland 
Safety Society failure and financial manipulation.

 Doctrine and Covenants Section 104 – outlines the United Order, a 273

communal financial structure presented as divine.
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“Lord” supposedly tells Emma Smith that if she doesn’t 
accept plural marriage, she will be “destroyed.”  274

As a father, one of the most damning examples of the 
malevolent spirit that Joseph followed to destroy 
innocence, shatter familial love, and sever the bonds 
between parents and children is Joseph Smith’s calculated 
actions toward the Walker family. 

In January 1842, tragedy struck when Lucy Mack Walker, 
mother of eleven children, died in Nauvoo, Illinois, after a 
long illness. The Walker home was plunged into grief. The 
children’s father, John Walker, now bore sole responsibility 
for an exceptionally large and vulnerable household. 

Within months, Joseph Smith intervened. In the spring 
of 1843, he called John Walker on a mission to the eastern 
United States, sending him hundreds of miles away from 
his children at the direct instruction of “the Lord.” This 
action not only removed the only remaining parent from 

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:54–56, The Church of Jesus Christ of 274

Latter-day Saints – Emma warned of destruction if she refuses plural 
marriage.
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the home, but also placed the family’s property, income, 
and affairs under Joseph’s ecclesiastical control.  275

Joseph then split the eleven Walker children apart. The 
four oldest, including sixteen-year-old Lucy, were moved 
into Joseph’s household under the pretense of 
guardianship. The remaining seven were distributed among 
other Nauvoo families, breaking sibling bonds and making 
each group dependent on different households for food, 
shelter, and care. No diary or letter from John Walker 
survives to describe his reaction or awareness of these 
arrangements, but the record shows that the Walker family 
never lived under one roof again during Joseph Smith’s 
lifetime. 

Once Lucy was under Joseph Smith’s roof, the pretext of 
parental care gave way to something far darker. Joseph 
began privately teaching her about “the principle” of plural 
marriage and soon claimed that God had commanded him 
to take her as a wife. 

Lucy later recalled his exact words: 

 Todd Compton, In Sacred Loneliness: The Plural Wives of Joseph 275

Smith (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1997), 465–467; Nauvoo Trustee-
in-Trust records, 1843..
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“It is the will of the Lord… your salvation depends upon 
it… if you reject this message the gate will be closed forever 
against you.”  276

The pressure was immense. Lucy resisted for several 
months, writing that she passed “bitter tears” and endured 
“sleepless nights” wrestling with the demand. The 
proposition came with a conditional promise of salvation — 
not just for herself, but for her family — if she complied. In 
her own words: 

“He assured me that this principle would prove my 
salvation and exaltation and that of my father’s 
household.”  277

In May 1843, Lucy consented under the combined 
weight of spiritual authority, isolation from her father, 
dependence on Joseph’s household, and separation from 
most of her siblings. The marriage was conducted in secret, 
without her father’s knowledge, and Lucy became one of 
Joseph Smith’s plural wives while still a teenager. 

 Lucy Walker Kimball, reminiscence in LDS Biographical 276

Encyclopedia, vol. 1 (Salt Lake City: Andrew Jenson History Co., 1901), 
696–697.

 Lucy Walker, “Testimony,” 1902, quoted in Compton, In Sacred 277

Loneliness, 468–470.
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Lucy’s story exposes the predatory nature of Joseph 
Smith and the Mormon system he created: a calculated 
removal of parental protection, the exploitation of grief, 
the splitting of siblings, and the manipulation of a 
teenager’s faith to secure compliance. The same man who 
publicly preached the sanctity of eternal families 
orchestrated the dismemberment of this one for his own 
hidden purposes. 

Critics are not exaggerating when they say the entire 
structure of Mormonism is based on this transactional use 
of spiritual power for personal benefit. Historian Fawn 
Brodie summarized it this way: 

“Joseph Smith was no longer merely translating sacred 
texts; he was manufacturing theology that elevated and 
protected his own appetites.”  278

Jesus denied Himself, when He had every right to act. 
Joseph exalted himself, every time he had the chance. 

This wasn’t just a moral fall—it was a system-level 
spiritual warfare exploit. Joseph didn’t just sin. He built a 
spiritual framework that looks righteous, feels revelatory, 
but operates like malware. It mimics scripture, hijacks 

 Brodie, Fawn M. No Man Knows My History: The Life of Joseph 278

Smith. Vintage, 1995. p. 297.
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conscience, and numbs discernment by rebranding 
temptation as truth. What Jesus rejected as satanic, Joseph 
made sacred. And that inversion, when called “Holy” and 
of Jesus Christ becomes the very moment you consent to 
the parasite entering. 

“WHATEVER GOD REQUIRES IS RIGHT” 

Joseph Smith and the Logic of the Serpent 

(April 1842 – The Happiness Letter to Nancy Rigdon) 

If there is a single sentence that captures the satanic 
genius of Joseph Smith’s moral and theological inversions, 
his ability to transform personal greed, lust and hate into 
divine command—it is found in a private letter he wrote in 
April 1842 to a young woman named Nancy Rigdon.  279

Nancy was the daughter of Sidney Rigdon, one of 
Joseph’s closest counselors in the Church presidency. She 
was just nineteen when Joseph approached her with a 
secret proposal of plural marriage. She rejected it, and 

 Quinn, D. Michael. The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power. 279

Signature Books, 1994. Appendix 5 – Nancy Rigdon and the Happiness 
Letter.
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Joseph, undeterred, followed up with a handwritten letter 
that has come to be known as the “Happiness Letter.”  280

In it, Joseph attempted to reframe obedience, sin, and 
moral truth into something malleable—something that 
could flex to accommodate his desires. He wrote: 

“That which is wrong under one circumstance, may 
be, and often is, right under another.” 

“God said, ‘Thou shalt not kill’—at another time He said, 
‘Thou shalt utterly destroy.’ This is the principle on which 
the government of heaven is conducted—by revelation 
adapted to the circumstances in which the children of the 
kingdom are placed.” 

“Whatever God requires is right.”  281

These are not the words of a man under submission to 
Jesus Christ. These are the words of a man remaking God in 
his own image and usurping the authority of God to justify 
his own lusts. 

 Compton, Todd. In Sacred Loneliness: The Plural Wives of Joseph 280

Smith. Signature Books, 1997 – context on Nancy Rigdon and Smith’s 
plural marriage proposals.

 Joseph Smith to Nancy Rigdon, April 1842, quoted in History of the 281

Church, Vol. 5, pp. 134–135. Available via Joseph Smith Papers Project.
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This is the very logic Satan offered Jesus in the 
wilderness: “You’re the Son of God—why not eat? Why not 
command these stones to become bread?” The temptation 
wasn’t just about food. It was about bending divine 
authority toward self-interest. 

And Joseph Smith, unlike Jesus Christ, bent. 

Instead of saying “not my will, but Thine be done,” 
Joseph crafted a theology in which God’s will could be 
anything Joseph said it was—even if it involved the 
psychological and spiritual coercion of a women of all ages 
and marital statuses into sexual submission.  282

Let’s just examine the damning words of the 1st verse of 
D&C 132, the “revelation” supposedly given through Joseph 
Smith related to, “the new and everlasting covenant, 

 Joseph Smith to Nancy Rigdon, April 1842, in Joseph Smith Papers: 282

Documents, Vol. 9, eds. Matthew C. Godfrey et al. (Salt Lake City: 
Church Historian’s Press, 2019), pp. 28–31. See also: Todd Compton, In 
Sacred Loneliness: The Plural Wives of Joseph Smith (Salt Lake City: 
Signature Books, 1997), pp. xi–xxvii, 4–9, 231–239; D. Michael Quinn, 
The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power (Salt Lake City: Signature 
Books, 1994), pp. 135–147.
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including the eternity of the marriage covenant and the 
principle of plural marriage.”   283

It’s important to note that, along with gender equality 
and biblical morality, even the fictional Book of Mormon in 
contrast to the Doctrine & Covenants makes the evil nature 
of concubinism and polygamy unambiguously clear, 
condemning them as contrary to God’s will.  

In Jacob 2:24–28, the Lord declares that David and 
Solomon’s practice of “many wives and concubines” was an 
abomination in His sight, warning the Nephites that such 
practices will “lead them into destruction.”  This makes 284

the opening of D&C 132 especially damning, as it directly 
reverses this teaching — portraying Jesus Christ as not only 
permitting but codifying as the law of heaven the very 
practices He had previously called an abomination , and 285

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:1 283

“Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you my servant Joseph, that 
inasmuch as you have inquired of my hand to know and understand 
wherein I, the Lord, justified my servants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as 
also Moses, David and Solomon, my servants, as touching the principle 
and doctrine of their having many wives and concubines—”

 Jacob 2:24–28, The Book of Mormon.284

 132:1–4, Doctrine and Covenants.285
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doing so in what Mormons themselves call “the most 
correct book on Earth” . 286

The Book of Mormon adds one caveat in Jacob 2:30, 
stating that God could “raise up seed” unto Himself by 
commanding plural marriage in exceptional 
circumstances.  But clearly, the intent of this rare, 287

temporary exception to an “abominable” practice and the 
sweeping, self-serving, eternal and everlasting provisions of 
D&C 132 are as opposite as night and day.   288

And in framing his question in D&C 132:1, Joseph Smith 
did not simply drift into error — he became the mouthpiece 
for a deliberate satanic inversion. In Jacob 2, Jesus calls 
David and Solomon’s polygamy an abomination; yet in D&C 
132, that voice is shapeshifted into one that enthrones 
polygamy and concubinism as the law of heaven, even to 
the extent that those who reject it will be damned.  This is 289

not merely contradiction — it is calculated inversion. 

 Joseph Smith, History of the Church, vol. 4, p. 461 — “I told the 286

brethren that the Book of Mormon was the most correct of any book on 
earth…”

 Jacob 2:30, Book of Mormon.287

 132:1–4, Doctrine and Covenants.288

 132:4, Doctrine and Covenants.289
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This was no clumsy theological error — it was precision 
spiritual engineering. By taking a truth plainly stated in 
“the most correct book” and inverting it in the mouth of 
the same Mormon Jesus, the deceiver creates an almost 
ludicrous contradiction — one so blatant it becomes a 
filter.  Only a certain type of person, already lost in the 290

reality distortion field of Mormonism primed to believe 
absurdities and lies, will accept both statements as 
simultaneously true. It is the signature of the counterfeit 
spirit: inversion, wordplay, and theological shapeshifting so 
audacious it feels “out of this world.” 

And this is exactly how possession by invitation works. 
The blatant reversal forces the follower to defend what they 
already know is wrong, requiring them to silence the 
witness of the true Holy Spirit of Truth  in order to 291

preserve loyalty to the deceptive system they want to 
continue believing is true even at the cost of their own 
conscience and logic. In that act of willful defense, they 
consent — not to truth, but to the counterfeit spirit behind 
the lie — committing the very blasphemy of the Holy Spirit 

 Jacob 2:24–28, Book of Mormon; 132:1–4, Doctrine and Covenants.290

 John 16:13, Bible — “When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 291

guide you into all truth…”
IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 172



that Jesus declared unforgivable.  The trap is set, not to 292

convince the discerning, but to bind the willing. 

With this in mind, the Happiness Letter of April 1842 lays 
out the disturbing spiritual and moral inversions that 
Joseph would later deploy in full force as the architecture of 
Doctrine and Covenants 132:1–4. It is doctrinal evidence 
that Joseph believed morality and the gospel of Jesus Christ 
could be overridden by “revelation” — so long as he was the 
one doing the revealing.  

In D&C 132, sin is recast as righteousness,  coercion is 293

wrapped in spiritual language,  the threat of eternal 294

damnation is reinforced with the promise of temporal 
destruction , and the voice of temptation is rebranded as 295

the voice of heaven.  296

 Matthew 12:31–32, Bible — “…the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 292

shall not be forgiven unto men…”

 132:36–39, Doctrine and Covenants.293

 132:48–51, Doctrine and Covenants.294

 132:4, Doctrine and Covenants.295

 132:1, Doctrine and Covenants.296
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If Satan’s logic in Matthew 4 was: “Turn stones into 
bread and serve yourself,”  Joseph’s logic in April 1842 297

was: “Whatever God requires from the man holding the 
stone, no matter how abominable, is right.”  298

This is not prophetic revelation. 
This is the theology of Eden’s serpent— 
the same voice that said, “Ye shall not surely die.” 
The same whisper that redefined rebellion as divine. 
Now dressed in 19th-century lace, holding a stone. 

One Rejected Power. The Other Claimed It. 

In the desert, Jesus rejected every shortcut to power.  299

Joseph took every one. 

He transformed a common rock into a occult object 
representing his power and authority.  300

 Matthew 4:3–4, Holy Bible, King James Version.297

 Happiness Letter, April 1842, Joseph Smith to Nancy Rigdon.298

 Matthew 4:1–11, Holy Bible, King James Version.299

  See historical accounts of Joseph Smith’s use of the seer stone for 300

revelation and translation, e.g., Richard Van Wagoner, Joseph Smith: 
The Gift of Seeing, Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol. 15, No. 
2, Summer 1982.
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He turned visions into demands for obedience.  301

He converted coerced obedience into revenue.  302

He turned women and girls into “rewards” for men loyal 
to him.  303

And he justified all of it with the words: “Whatever God 
requires is right.”  304

Jesus chose selfless hunger over compromise.  305

Joseph chose selfish compromise and called it 
revelation.  306

WHY THIS MATTERS 

This is not just a strange footnote in religious history. It 
is not merely an odd anecdote about hats and stones. What 
happened in the wilderness between Jesus and Satan sets 

 132:3–4, Doctrine and Covenants301

 132:54–55, Doctrine and Covenants302

 132:52, Doctrine and Covenants303

 Joseph Smith to Nancy Rigdon, April 1842, History of the Church, 304

Vol. 5, pp. 134–135. See also Quinn, The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of 
Power, and Compton, In Sacred Loneliness.

 Matthew 4:2–4, Holy Bible, King James Version.305

 132:1–4, Doctrine and Covenants306
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the foundation for understanding the character of God—
and the nature of true obedience. That’s why this matters. 

Jesus Christ refused to use divine power for self-gain. He 
would not turn stones into bread. He would not perform 
miracles on demand, even when hungry, even when dared. 
He would not bypass the will of the Father to prove or save 
Himself.  

But Joseph Smith did the opposite. He took a literal 
stone and built from it much more than just scripture or 
sustenance. From that stone came the Book of Mormon. 
From that book came tithes, authority, and power. From 
that power came temples, laws, priesthoods, and strictly 
legally speaking, concubines.  What Jesus refused to do, 307

Joseph embraced, and the LDS Church calls it holy.  308

 Joseph Smith’s use of a seer stone to produce the Book of Mormon is 307

documented in: Joseph Smith Papers: Revelations and Translations, 
Vol. 3, Printer’s Manuscript of the Book of Mormon, eds. Royal Skousen 
and Robin Scott Jensen (Salt Lake City: Church Historian’s Press, 2015); 
see also Ensign, Oct. 2015, “Joseph the Seer.” On the economic, sexual, 
and institutional power derived from the Book of Mormon and Joseph’s 
revelations—including the establishment of plural marriage—see: D. 
Michael Quinn, The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of Power (Signature 
Books, 1994), pp. 135–175; Todd Compton, In Sacred Loneliness, pp. xi–
xvii, 4–9.

 Doctrine and Covenants 132, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-308

day Saints.
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The magnitude of this reversal cannot be overstated. 
Jesus, the true Son of God, demonstrated that sonship is 
marked by restraint, humility, and trust in the Father. But 
Joseph Smith modeled a different pattern entirely: using 
perceived divine gifts to advance personal interests, lusts 
and greed and have the audacity to canonize it all as 
righteousness.  

Mormonism doesn’t hide this story. It sanctifies it. 
Official Church essays confirm the stone-in-the-hat 
translation.  Church manuals praise the “revelation” that 309

followed.  Millions revere Joseph’s methods as proof of 310

divine favor. The implication is staggering: that what Satan 
tempted Jesus to do in the desert—the Mormon god later 
commanded Joseph to do in New York. 

If that is true, then the gospel has changed. Then “God” 
contradicts Himself. Then Jesus Christ’s refusal to use 
power for His own survival is outmatched by Joseph’s 

 “Book of Mormon Translation,” Gospel Topics Essays, The Church of 309

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/
study/manual/gospel-topics/book-of-mormon-translation

 Come, Follow Me—For Individuals and Families: Book of Mormon 310

2020, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Teachings 
praising Joseph’s revelatory methods are found throughout official LDS 
curriculum.
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willingness to use power for his own exaltation — and this 
Mormon “God” approves. But if that is false, then 
Mormonism does not merely misunderstand Jesus Christ; it 
intentionally inverts Him and is actively building and 
promoting a satanic counterfeit. As shown throughout this 
section, the Mormon Church takes the temptation He 
rejected  and rebrands it as the path to salvation.  311 312

And this is where the stakes become eternal. Because 
Mormonism teaches that Joseph Smith’s actions—the use of 
the stone , the revelations that followed , the hierarchy 313 314

and doctrine they established—are not only acceptable, but 
required for salvation.  The Church asks its members to 315

bet their souls on the idea that God changed His mind. That 
He now blesses the very logic Jesus rejected.  316

 Matthew 4:1–11, Holy Bible, King James Version.311

 Matthew 4:8–10, Holy Bible, King James Version; 132:1–4, Doctrine 312

and Covenants.

 See historical accounts of Joseph Smith’s use of the seer stone for 313

revelation and translation, e.g., Richard Van Wagoner, Joseph Smith: 
The Gift of Seeing, Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, Vol. 15, No. 
2, Summer 1982.

 132:1–4, Doctrine and Covenants314

 132:3–4, Doctrine and Covenants315

 Matthew 4:8–10, Holy Bible, King James Version.316
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But God does not change. His Word does not waver. The 
same God who said, “Man shall not live by bread alone,” 
does not later whisper, “Turn the stone into scripture and 
feed yourself.” The same Christ who resisted Satan does not 
later commission a prophet to imitate him. The truth is, 
when we bless what Jesus condemned, when we crown the 
man who embraced temptation and call him holy, we are 
no longer worshiping the Jesus of Scripture. We are bowing 
to a counterfeit. 

This is not just doctrinal confusion. This is blasphemy. 

In the desert, Jesus refused to turn stones into bread. He 
would not use divine power to serve Himself. He would not 
feed on authority, or wealth, or applause. But Mormonism 
tells a different story. 

It reveres a prophet who took a stone, spoke the logic of 
Satan, and fed himself, spiritually, financially, carnally on 
the lives of people who believed him. The acts Jesus called 
satanic became, in Mormonism, sacred origin.  

The temptation became revelation.  

The stone became scripture. 
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And the man who turned it into bread was crowned a 
god—who then declared that God was just a man who did 
the same.  317

TEMPTATION #2 — THROW YOURSELF DOWN AND 
TEST GOD 

The second temptation was not about hunger. It was 
about trust—and the abuse of it.  318

After failing to provoke Jesus into using His power for 
self-preservation, Satan changed tactics. He brought Jesus 
to the pinnacle of the temple in Jerusalem, a visible and 
sacred location. Then, quoting Scripture himself, the devil 
said, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it 
is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning you,’ 
and, ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will 

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:49, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-317

day Saints 
“In LDS apocalyptic theology, Joseph Smith is prophesied to return 

with Christ or act in a divine role in the Millennium.”

 Matthew 4:5–7, Holy Bible – Satan tempts Jesus to throw Himself 318

down from the temple. 
Deuteronomy 6:16, Holy Bible – “You shall not put the Lord your 

God to the test.”
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not strike your foot against a stone’” (Matthew 4:6, 
referencing Psalm 91).  319

This temptation was more subtle than the first. It wasn’t 
about satisfying the flesh. It was about manipulating the 
Father. It was a dare—a pressure to manufacture a miracle, 
proof beyond faith of divine favor. If Jesus truly trusted the 
Father, Satan suggested, then He should be able to put 
Himself in danger and force God to intervene. Wasn’t that 
what faith looked like? Prove your sonship. Prove your 
protection. Prove your identity by demanding a sign—not 
because you trust God, but because you want to trap Him 
into proving He trusts you. 

But Jesus would not. He answered plainly, quoting 
Deuteronomy: “It is written again, ‘You shall not put the 
Lord your God to the test’” (Matthew 4:7; Deuteronomy 
6:16). With this rebuke, Jesus clarified the very nature of 
faith. Faith is not demanding a sign. Faith is refusing to 
demand one. It is trusting God when He is silent. It is 
walking in obedience when no miracle comes. It is knowing 
who you are without needing a supernatural display to 
prove it. 

 Psalm 91:11–12, Holy Bible – Satan quotes this Psalm to suggest God 319

will protect Jesus.
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What Satan offered was a twisted form of intimacy with 
God, one that replaced reverent dependence with reckless 
provocation. And Jesus would have none of it. He would 
not manipulate the Father. He would not perform religious 
theater. He would not turn trust into spectacle. 

Once again, Jesus demonstrated that divine identity is 
not proven by spectacle, signs, manifestations or spiritual 
drama. It is revealed in faith and trust. It is shown in 
restraint. 

But Mormonism took the opposite path. 

THE GOSPEL OF THE BURNING BOSOM: MORONI 
10 AND THE RELIGION OF TESTING GOD 

Jesus refused to put God to the test. Mormonism built its 
truth claims on doing exactly that. 

At the heart of Latter-day Saint conversion is a verse 
found at the end of the Book of Mormon, Moroni 10:4. 
Every missionary, every family home evening lesson, and 
every baptismal invitation eventually leads here. It is 
presented as the ultimate promise: 

“And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort 
you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father… if these 
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things are not true… he will manifest the truth of it unto 
you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.”  320

On the surface, it seems like an invitation to faith. This is 
not faith. It’s a spiritual anesthesia that dulls discernment 
and makes consent feel holy. But in reality, it is a subtle 
trap—a test that closely mirrors the second temptation in 
the wilderness. Where Satan said, “Throw yourself down 
and force God to catch you,” Moroni says, “Ask for a sign, 
and if you have a sincere heart, real intent, and faith, God 
will give it to you from the Holy Spirit.” 

But the power of this inversion isn’t just in what it 
teaches. It’s in how it makes you feel. The parasite doesn’t 
storm the gates. It whispers like a comforter. It sedates. It 
speaks softly, feels holy, and enters through trust. The 
moment you call that spirit “Holy,” you stop testing—and 
start obeying. That’s not revelation. That’s a zero-day 
exploit dressed in light. 

The only difference is the costume. One is framed as 
blasphemy. The other is framed as testimony. 

 Moroni 10:4–5, The Book of Mormon, The Church of Jesus Christ of 320

Latter-day Saints – Promises spiritual confirmation through a feeling.
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But the logic is identical: a real relationship with God 
must produce a sign, or else it isn’t real.  321

Moroni 10:4 doesn’t simply encourage prayer—it 
demands a specific kind of spiritual reaction as proof of 
truth. The investigator is not told to test the book against 
Scripture, to seek Christ’s voice in its pages, or to assess the 
fruit of the doctrine. They are told to ask for a feeling, sign 
or a manifestation. And that feeling—what Mormons call a 
“burning in the bosom”, is then interpreted as divine 
confirmation. 

This is not discernment. It is emotional conditioning. 
It creates a system where a manifested feeling = truth, 

and lack of feeling = lack of faith. 

Over time, this logic becomes embedded. Members are 
trained to chase confirmation rather than confront 
contradiction. If something feels right, it’s God. If it feels 
uncomfortable, it must be your fault. The result is a Church 
culture where emotion trumps evidence, and where 

 Matthew 4:5–7, King James Version (KJV) — “Then the devil taketh 321

him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 
And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it 
is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee… Jesus said 
unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”
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subjective experience overrides both Scripture and 
conscience. 

This inversion is not subtle. 
Jesus said, “You shall not test the Lord your God.” 
Mormonism says, “Test Him. Demand a sign. If it’s 

“true” and you’re sincere, He’ll give you one.” 

It teaches people, especially children, to put God on 
trial. To say, “If You are real, then give me this feeling.” To 
throw themselves into religious expectation and wait for 
the emotional safety net to catch them. 

But Jesus refused that approach. And for a very good 
reason. He knew that faith built on signs collapses when 
signs fail. He knew that love built on demand is not love at 
all. And He knew that testing God is not a path to deeper 
faith, it’s a subtle act of mistrust. 

Mormonism teaches its members to demand signs. 
Jesus teaches His followers to trust without them. 

THE FEELING THAT MUST NEVER BE QUESTIONED 

The danger of Mormonism’s second inversion is not just 
that it asks for signs, it’s that it redefines refusing to accept 
a sign as spiritual treason. 
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In the New Testament, Jesus warns of a singular, eternal 
sin: the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (Mark 3:29; Matthew 
12:31–32). Biblically, this refers to the willful rejection of the 
Spirit’s truth—calling the works of God evil, or knowingly 
attributing the power of Christ to Satan. It is a conscious, 
hardened rebellion against divine revelation. 

But Mormonism has twisted this entirely. Instead of 
defining blasphemy as the rejection of truth, the LDS 
Church frames it as the denial of spiritual feelings, 
particularly those surrounding the Book of Mormon and 
the testimony process. If a person experiences a “burning 
in the bosom” and later questions it,  they have 322

committed in Mormon terms, the unforgivable sin of 
“denying the Holy Ghost,” the one sin for which there is no 
forgiveness. 

As you can see this is another example of Mormon 
Satanic wordplay, reframing what blasphemy of the Holy 
Spirit as taught by Jesus Christ in the Gospels  to Denying 323

 Gospel Topics Essay: “Unpardonable Sin” (LDS.org, current online)322

“The sin against the Holy Ghost is committed when a person willfully 
denies and defies the Holy Ghost after having received a sure witness 
from the Holy Ghost.” Modern LDS site still defines it in terms of 
rejecting feelings/witness, not truth.

 Matthew 12:31–32, Mark 3:28–29, Luke 12:10323
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the Holy Spirit, which is a complete made-up concept by 
the Mormons. This reframing is not accidental.  It serves 324

an important purpose for the lying, deceptive, murderous 
spirit behind Mormonism: to spiritually trap members. 

It creates a system where feelings that the lying spirit has 
already delivered are sacred and untouchable, while facts, 
history, logic, and even Scripture become secondary. If the 
burning in the bosom told you once the Book of Mormon 
was true, then any doubt, even with overwhelming 
evidence—is seen not as rational inquiry, but as rebellion. 
Questioning becomes sin. Investigating becomes betrayal. 
Leaving becomes unforgivable.  

 Mormonism redefines the unforgivable sin—not as blasphemy of the 324

Holy Spirit (as taught by Jesus in Matthew 12:31–32, Mark 3:28–29, Luke 
12:10)—but as “denying the Holy Ghost” after receiving a “perfect 
knowledge” of truth. This doctrinal shift is canonized in LDS scripture: 

• D&C 76:35 – “Having denied the Holy Spirit after having received 
it, and having denied the Only Begotten Son…” 
      • D&C 132:27 – “Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost… is in that ye 
commit murder… after ye have received my new and everlasting 
covenant…” 
LDS leaders expand this further, claiming only “sons of perdition”—
former insiders with full knowledge—can commit it (see Gospel Topics 
Essay: Sons of Perdition, churchofjesuschrist.org). The result? A 
convenient inversion: Jesus warned against calling evil “good”; 
Mormonism warns against calling Mormonism false. The target has 
shifted—from guarding the Spirit’s holiness to protecting the system 
from dissent.
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This is not the Spirit of God. This is emotional hostage-
taking dressed as revelation. 

Scripture warns us repeatedly about the unreliability of 
feelings:  

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?” ( Jeremiah 17:9)  325

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end 
it leads to death.” (Proverbs 14:12)  326

The real Holy Spirit points to Jesus Christ, not to 
emotional confirmation of fictional gold plates, written in a 
fantasy language about a imaginary ancient American 
civilization. The real Spirit convicts of sin, reveals truth, 
exalts Christ, and aligns perfectly with Scripture, not 
subjective internal warmth during a missionary discussion. 
The Holy Spirit is not afraid of being tested.  

In fact, Scripture commands it: 

 Jeremiah 17:9, Holy Bible – “The heart is deceitful above all things…”325

 Proverbs 14:12, Holy Bible – “There is a way that seems right… but in 326

the end leads to death.”
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“Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God.” (1 John 4:1) 

Mormonism reverses this. It teaches: Do not test the 
spirit. Trust the burning. Fear the doubt. Never look behind 
the curtain. 

In doing so, it closes the door to repentance, growth, 
and discovery. It turns emotional reaction into divine 
decree. It transforms spiritual confirmation into spiritual 
captivity. 

And perhaps most dangerously, it teaches that calling 
the burning bosom false is the unforgivable sin. In that 
inversion of Jesus’ teachings, it makes emotional 
manipulation holy and truth itself the enemy. 

REDEFINING THE UNFORGIVABLE SIN 

In the New Testament, blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is 
portrayed as the most serious of all sins—not because it’s a 
fleeting emotion or a moment of ignorance, but because it 
represents a conscious, selfish or self-serving hardened 
rejection of divine truth. Jesus defines it plainly: attributing 
the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan (Mark 3:28–30). It is a 
line that few ever cross, and it is crossed only with full 
knowledge and intent. 
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But Mormonism and the Book of Mormon have 
redefined it in Alma 39:6 as a core segment of the spiritual 
Trojan horse. 

For behold, if ye deny the Holy Ghost when it once 
has had place in you, and ye know that ye deny it, 
behold, this is a sin which is unpardonable;  327

In Latter-day Saint doctrine, blasphemy of the Holy 
Ghost is no longer a rejection of God’s Spirit—it is the 
rejection of a spiritual feeling, especially the feeling that 
supposedly testifies of the Book of Mormon. LDS leaders 
have gone further than merely twisting Scripture—they 
have weaponized it. 

•  Joseph Fielding Smith (10th LDS President) wrote: 

“The sin against the Holy Ghost is to deny Christ when 
the heavens have been opened unto him.”  328

— Doctrines of Salvation, Vol. 1, p. 47 

 Alma 39:6, the Book of Mormon327

 Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, Vol. 1, p. 47 – “The sin 328

against the Holy Ghost is to deny Christ when the heavens have been 
opened unto him.”
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But in practice, this “denial” is applied to people who 
once believed the Book of Mormon was true—based on 
emotional experiences—and later reject it. 

•  Bruce R. McConkie taught: 

“The sin against the Holy Ghost is committed when a 
man receives the Holy Ghost, has the heavens opened unto 
him, knows God, and then denies him.”  329

— Mormon Doctrine, 1958, p. 82 

Yet in modern Mormon usage, this “knowledge of God” 
has been watered down to mean a feeling in the heart. So if 
you “felt the Spirit” during a missionary lesson and later 
question its source, you risk being labeled as one who 
“denies God.” 

•  Apostle Boyd K. Packer said: 

“A testimony is to be found in the bearing of it. You gain 
a testimony by bearing it.”  330

 Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 1958, p. 82 – “The sin against 329

the Holy Ghost is committed when a man receives the Holy Ghost, has 
the heavens opened unto him, knows God, and then denies him.”

 Boyd K. Packer, The Candle of the Lord, Ensign, Jan. 1983 – “A 330

testimony is to be found in the bearing of it. You gain a testimony by 
bearing it.”
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— The Candle of the Lord, 1982 

This circular logic means the more you say it’s true, the 
more you must believe it. And to reverse that belief, to walk 
it back, is to deny the experience. And to deny the 
experience is to risk damnation. 

In LDS circles, stories of “sons of perdition” are often 
tied not to apostates who knowingly curse God, but to 
people who publicly deny their prior testimonies. In this 
system, doubt becomes treason. Emotional integrity 
becomes spiritual suicide. And the unforgivable sin isn’t 
lying about God, it’s not believing your feelings anymore. 

This is the most diabolical twist of all. 

Jesus warned about assigning the works of God to 
Satan.  The Book of Mormon and Mormonism flips the 331

warning: if you question your spiritual confirmations, you 
are assigning Satan to God’s work.  332

 Mark 3:29, Holy Bible – “Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit 331

never has forgiveness…” 
Matthew 12:31–32, Holy Bible – Warning about the unforgivable sin.

 Alma 39:5-6, The Book of Mormon - For behold, if ye deny the Holy 332

Ghost when it once has had place in you, and ye know that ye deny it, 
behold, this is a sin which is unpardonable;
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This is not biblical doctrine. It is a spiritual prison made 
of emotion, fear, and circular logic. 

WHY THIS MATTERS 

This second inversion, subtle but deadly, leads believers 
into a theology where faith is built not on Christ, not on 
truth, not even on Scripture, but on feelings. It teaches 
people that to doubt the origin of a burning sensation in the 
chest is to stand on the edge of eternal condemnation. 

What began in the desert as a dare, “Throw yourself 
down. Prove that God will catch you” has become a 
systematized ritual in Mormonism. Missionaries teach 
children and adults alike to leap into emotional 
expectation, to await the burn, and to interpret that burn 
as the voice of God. And then they are told never to 
question it again, or be guilty of this new mormon 
construct, Denying the Holy Ghost.  

The Book of Mormon created this inversion with its 
printing in 1830 in Alma 39:5-6;  

5 Know ye not, my son, that these things are an 
abomination in the sight of the Lord; yea, most 
abominable above all sins save it be the shedding of 
innocent blood or denying the Holy Ghost? 
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6 For behold, if ye deny the Holy Ghost when it 
once has had place in you, and ye know that ye deny 
it, behold, this is a sin which is unpardonable; 

The LDS church has inverted this construct as the 
unforgivable sin despite it not being biblical, and 
functionally working only to protect the institution by 
labeling its apostates as irredeemable.  333

Jesus refused to throw Himself from the temple to test 
the Father. Mormonism brings its followers into an 
imaginary world, urges its followers to jump from an 
imaginary place, promises they’ll feel warmth, and warns 
them never to doubt what caught them. 

But what if the feeling didn’t come from God? What if it 
came from suggestion, fear, culture, or another spirit 
entirely? Then the whole structure collapses. Moroni 10:4 

 LDS leaders have repeatedly warned that questioning or denying a 333

spiritual witness—especially one tied to the Book of Mormon or the 
Church—may constitute the unpardonable sin (see Joseph Fielding 
Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, Vol. 1, p. 47; Spencer W. Kimball, The 
Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 123). In Alma 39:5-6, Alma twists the 
teachings of Christ in the same way to be about denying the Holy Spirit.  
In practice, this doctrine is often invoked when former members reject 
emotional testimonies they once bore. The result: emotional doubt is 
rebranded as spiritual treason.
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isn’t a revelation—it’s a reenactment. Not a witness of truth, 
but a ritualized dare: a command to throw yourself down 
and call it faith.  

Mormonism can’t allow that collapse. So it redefines 
blasphemy as anything that might lead to it. 

And that is why this matters. 

Because Jesus taught us to worship in Spirit and in 
Truth, not in emotion and tradition. He pointed us to faith 
that can withstand silence, hardship, and uncertainty—not 
a faith that collapses when the feeling fades. 

To make emotion the measure of truth, and doubt the 
measure of damnation, is to lead people away from Christ 
and into captivity. 

In the wilderness, Jesus refused to throw Himself from 
the temple to prove God’s faithfulness. He called it what it 
was: testing God.  

Mormonism calls it testimony.  

Where Jesus said, “You shall not put the Lord your God 
to the test,” Mormonism institutionalized the test—and 
made it a sacrament. It teaches followers to demand a sign, 
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interpret a feeling, and then fear damnation over ever 
questioning it. 

Not faith. Performance. 
Not revelation. Ritual. 
Not trust. Coercion. 

And instead of rebuking the tempter, Mormonism 
canonized his line—and called it Moroni 10:4. 

And as a Mormon, just when you accepted the 
bastardized version of the One Unforgivable Sin, the Book 
of Mormon comes clean in warning you that the author is 
acutely aware of the real gospel of Jesus Christ and that it 
has pulled the wool over your eyes and has trapped you 
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into a pure recreation of the Pharisaical blasphemy of the 
Holy Spirit.  334

Wherefore, take heed, my beloved brethren, that ye 
do not judge that which is evil to be of God, or that 
which is good and of God to be of the devil.  335

 In 1 Nephi 4, the so-called “Spirit” does not merely authorize Nephi 334

to kill Laban; it sanctions an entire chain of crimes in God’s name. First, 
it justifies murder with the utilitarian claim, “It is better that one man 
should perish than that a nation should dwindle and perish in 
unbelief” (1 Nephi 4:13). After Laban is killed and his head cut off, 
Nephi then engages in deception and a kind of ritual necromancy by 
putting on Laban’s clothes, taking his sword, and imitating his voice to 
control Zoram (1 Nephi 4:19–20). He uses that deception to gain access 
to the treasury and commit robbery, seizing the plates and other 
property (1 Nephi 4:24). Finally, he coerces Zoram into following him 
under threat and oath—functionally an act of kidnapping (1 Nephi 4:31–
37). 

This entire sequence mirrors the logic of Caiaphas in John 11:50—“It is 
expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the 
whole nation perish not”—the same Pharisaical rationale that turned 
murder into “prophecy” and political calculation. By reproducing this 
rationale and attributing the murder, lies, necromantic impersonation, 
robbery, and kidnapping to a “Holy Spirit,” the Book of Mormon 
reenacts the Pharisaical blasphemy against the Holy Spirit: it ascribes to 
God the voice and works that Moroni 7:12–14 explicitly declare to be of 
the devil.

 Moroni 7:14, the Book of Mormon335
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TEMPTATION #3 — WORSHIP SATAN FOR POWER 

The third and final temptation of Jesus Christ was the 
most audacious. 

After failing to seduce Jesus with provision and provoke 
Him with presumption, Satan made an offer of pure 
dominion. He took Jesus to a high mountain, and there, in a 
single panoramic moment, displayed the kingdoms of the 
world, their glory, their riches, their armies, their thrones. 
“All these things I will give You,” Satan said, “if You fall 
down and worship me.” (Matthew 4:8–9) 

This was the temptation behind all others: power 
without suffering, glory without obedience, a crown 
without a cross. 

But it wasn’t just naked greed. Satan was far too clever 
for that. The true trap here was spiritualized ambition 
mixed with good intent. The devil wasn’t merely tempting 
Jesus with wealth, he was tempting Him with a fast-track to 
Messiahship and a short-cut to his mission. Think of what 
Jesus could do with all that power. How many people He 
could feed. How many kingdoms and people could He 
bring the gospel to in record time. How many social ills He 
could solve in a day. Why wait for the cross, when He could 
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fix the world now, in glory and peace? Just one 
compromise. Just one bow. 

This is always how greed hides. In good intentions. 
It cloaks itself in intended  benevolence. 336

It says, “I’ll use the money to bless others.” 
It whispers, “If I had more influence and more power, I 

could help more people.” 

But Jesus saw the lie for what it was. 
It wasn’t a path to fulfill His mission. 
It was a path to destroy it. 

The moment He bowed, even with good intentions, He 
would have traded the will of the Father for the will of the 
enemy. He would have established a kingdom of glory 
without righteousness, a kingdom of might without mercy. 
And it would have been built on the same foundation Satan 
has always offered: compromise in exchange for control. 

Jesus didn’t negotiate. He didn’t blink. He said: 

“Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve.’” 
(Matthew 4:10) 

 Jacob 2:18-29, The Book of Mormon336
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With that one sentence, Jesus declared once and for all: 
truth matters more than efficiency. The mission must come 
through the cross, not around it. The world would be saved 
not by political mastery or financial supremacy, but by the 
sinless Savior, the Son of God refusing to sell His soul. 

Others, of course, would not do the same. 

The rich young ruler, standing face to face with eternal 
life, walked away sorrowful because he could not part with 
his great wealth (Matthew 19:22). He wanted the kingdom, 
but he wanted his riches more.  

And Judas, after years in Jesus’ inner circle, handed Him 
over to Caiaphas for thirty silver coins (Matthew 26:15). He 
believed the mission could still be saved, or perhaps 
advanced, with the right pressure—one more shortcut to 
glory. And in any case, he had the best intentions to use 
those 30 pieces of silver to help the poor. 

Jesus said no. 
They said yes. 

In the wilderness, the Son of God stood where others 
fell. He would not use the ends to justify the means. He 
would not save mankind by using the tactics of hell. 
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THE PROSPERITY FORMULA: HOW MORMONISM 
INVERTS JESUS’ MOST INTIMATE TEST 

What makes the third temptation so dangerous is not 
only that Satan offered Jesus power, it’s that he offered it as 
a shortcut to do good. The kingdoms of the world weren’t 
just a lure of greed. They were framed as a path to 
accomplish the mission faster, more effectively, with more 
reach and less pain. That’s how temptation works. It offers 
the right goal by the wrong means. It lets ambition dress up 
as faith. And nowhere is that logic more carefully preserved 
and canonized than in Mormonism. 

The most intimate and revealing conversation Jesus ever 
had with a wealthy believer was with the rich young ruler. 
This was not a cynic or a Pharisee. This was someone who 
genuinely desired eternal life and had kept the 
commandments from youth. Jesus looked at him, loved 
him, and offered him the invitation to the narrow gate: “If 
you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow Me.” (Matthew 19:21). It was not a command to tithe. 
It was not a stewardship strategy. It was the law of heaven, 
an unambiguous call to lay down everything and follow. 
But the young man walked away sorrowful, not because he 
didn’t believe, but because he couldn’t let go. He wanted 
salvation, but he wanted his wealth more. 

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 201



Mormonism rewrites this historical moment in chilling 
clarity. 

In the Book of Mormon, Jacob 2:18–19 presents an 
entirely different model: “Before ye seek for riches, seek ye 
for the kingdom of God. And after ye have obtained a hope 
in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will 
seek them for the intent to do good.” It sounds spiritual. 
But it is the perfect inversion in word and spirit of what 
Jesus teaches. 

The rich young ruler had already found the kingdom of 
God, in fact he searched out Jesus and stood face to face 
with him with a clean heart and a moral track record of 
obedience. Jacob 2:18-19 are a distorted inversion of Jesus’s 
instructions to the Rich Young Ruler.  

If we were to apply Jacob 2:18-19 to this moment; the 
Biblical conversation with Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler  
would say something along these lines in the words of 
Mormonism. 

Apostate Gospel Excerpts™ 
“Well done—for you have sought the kingdom of God first. 

Now go—you may keep your riches, and even obtain greater wealth if 
you desire. 
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But seek riches with righteous intent: that you may clothe the naked, 
feed the hungry, and do much good. 

For after hope cometh wealth, and wealth is a sign of divine approval.” 

And the young man rejoiced at these words, for he had great 
possessions already—and now, he saw them as proof of his righteousness. 

And the disciples marveled at this doctrine—for it turned their sorrow 
into ambition. 

As is clearly evident, where Jesus said, “Give it all away,” 
Mormonism says, “Seek God first, and then you’ll get riches
—and if you really want to seek riches, do it with the intent 
to do good.” In a complete reversal to what Jesus teaches, 
Jacob 2:18-19 makes obedience the down payment and 
prosperity the reward. This inversion isn’t just logical, it’s 
pharmaceutical. It numbs the conscience with righteous-
sounding words, until the craving for riches feels like 
obedience.  

This inversion is made explicit in Doctrine and 
Covenants 130:20–21, which states: “There is a law, 
irrevocably decreed in heaven… upon which all blessings 
are predicated. And when we obtain any blessing from 
God, it is by obedience to that law.” Obedience becomes the 
lever. God becomes the vending machine. This is not the 
logic of Calvary. It is the logic of Judas. 

When Mary poured expensive perfume on Jesus’ feet, it 
was Judas who protested, “Why was this not sold and the 
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money given to the poor?” ( John 12:5). On the surface, it 
sounded noble. But John tells us the truth: Judas didn’t care 
about the poor. He said it because he held the money bag, 
he was a thief and he used to help himself at will to the 
money inside ( John 12:6). Judas was the first prosperity 
pragmatist. He masked greed as stewardship, theft as piety. 
And for thirty silver coins, he betrayed the Son of God. 

The spirit of Judas lives on, not just in corrupt 
televangelists, but in entire theological systems that 
sanctify the pursuit of wealth as long as it’s done “for the 
kingdom.” Mormonism doesn’t merely tolerate that logic. It 
canonizes it in Jacob 2:18-19. 

As we have discussed already and we will delve further 
into in later chapters, just as Judas sold Jesus for thirty 
pieces of silver, money he couldn’t keep, Mormons are 
manipulated into selling out the character of the Holy Spirit 
and Jesus Christ for a set of imaginary golden plates. The 
plates, like all the buried treasure Joseph Smith claimed to 
seek, were elusive to him, and their fictional nature ensures 
they remain elusive to everyone else forever. Yet the 
promise of gold, silver and riches still lures souls to make 
the trade. 

In pop culture, we see the same Faustian bargain play 
out in plain sight. In his 2022 memoir, Matthew Perry 
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admitted that three weeks before landing his role on 
Friends, he prayed to what he thought was god, “God, you 
can do whatever you want to me—just make me famous.”  337

He got what he asked for: instant stardom, followed by 
addiction, despair, and an early death. It wasn’t surrender. 
It was a transaction, not with God, but with the spirit that 
buys and sells souls for money. 

This transaction is the fabric of Jacob 2:18–19, the Book 
of Mormon declares that after obtaining a hope in Mormon 
Jesus, “ye shall obtain riches.” The message is clear: riches 
are a reward for righteousness Mormons, and the more 
righteous you become, the more justified your wealth 
becomes, because you will “intend” to do good. This is not 
the gospel of Jesus. It is the gospel of Judas, draped in 
Mormon good intent. 

Because that’s what Judas had. 

 “Three weeks before I got Friends, I said a prayer one night. I said, 337

‘God, you can do whatever you want to me. Just please make me 
famous.’” 

Soon after, he landed the role of Chandler Bing. Despite massive 
success, Perry struggled with addiction, depression, and a sense of 
spiritual emptiness until his death in 2023 at age 54. 
This prayer, often cited as a Faustian moment, wasn’t a surrender to 
God’s will—it was a transactional offer of his life in exchange for fame. 
(Matthew Perry, Friends, Lovers, and the Big Terrible Thing: A Memoir, 
Flatiron Books, 2022)
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Judas didn’t betray Jesus because he hated Him. He 
believed he was forcing the Messiah’s hand, provoking the 
kingdom to come. Judas intended to do good. He just 
trusted the wrong spirit and took matters into his own 
hands. That is the tragic pattern: intent to do good, 
corrupted by confidence in a lie. 

The Doctrine and Covenants builds on this logic and 
codifies it as divine law: “There is a law, irrevocably 
decreed in heaven… upon which all blessings are 
predicated.” (D&C 130:20–21). Obedience is transformed 
into a transaction. Righteousness becomes a contract. God 
becomes a vending machine for those who push the right 
buttons. 

And when the church’s culture reinforces the loop, 
teaching that righteous living leads to material success, and 
success confirms righteousness, the result isn’t humility. It’s 
a holy pyramid scheme with a satanic feedback loop. 

The Mormon system is built on this Jacob 2:18-19 
perversion of Jesus’s teachings, where wealth is proof of 
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devotion, and poverty is evidence of spiritual failure.  A 338

theology where Jesus’ command to forsake all is quietly 
replaced with a promise: “If you live righteously, God will 
make you rich.” 

Jesus said you cannot serve both God and Mammon. 
Mormonism says, if you serve God well enough, Mammon 
will serve you. That is not Jesus Christ. It is spiritual 
capitalism dressed in covenant language. It is Judas 
theology with a white shirt and tie. 

In the wilderness, Jesus rejected the kingdoms of the 
world. He refused the deal, power, riches, worldly 
authority in exchange for worship. Mormonism accepted 
the deal, wrote it into scripture, and called it revelation. 
Where Jesus said, “Sell everything and follow Me,” 
Mormonism says, “Obey me, and I’ll make you rich, so you 
can intend to do good.” This is not the gospel of self-denial. 

 Mormon leaders have repeatedly equated wealth with righteousness 338

and poverty with spiritual deficiency: Brigham Young taught, “If you 
are faithful and diligent, you shall have [the riches of the earth]” 
( Journal of Discourses, Vol. 8, p. 228); Heber C. Kimball declared that 
no faithful man ever left the Church and “prospered” (Vol. 4, p. 108); 
Joseph Smith promised that faithfulness would bring “houses and lands 
and cattle and all the good things of the earth” (Teachings of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 302); and Lorenzo Snow affirmed that it was 
“the design of the Lord to make the Saints rich” ( Journal of Discourses, 
Vol. 21, p. 154).
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It is the sanctification of ambition. A holy justification for 
the seeking of riches. The temptation Satan offered, Jesus 
rebuked. Mormonism accepted and canonized. 

The real danger isn’t that Mormonism denies Jesus. It’s 
that it rebrands Satanic offers as divine commandments, 
attaches these to Jesus Christ and has built a restored 
gospel on this platform. It doesn’t just teach inversion. It 
anesthetizes the conscience to embrace it. And once that 
anesthetic sets in, discernment shuts down. You stop 
testing the spirit. You start calling it holy. And the parasite 
enters with your consent. 
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Chapter 3 
THE MASK REMOVED 

“And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
So it is no surprise if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of 
righteousness.”  

— 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 

3 Nephi 9:2 and the Demon Masquerading as Jesus 

3 Nephi 8 and 9 contain the most spiritually violent 
moment in the Book of Mormon. And the mask of the 
demon behind the book finally slips, and the parasite 
speaks plainly to the reader. However most readers have 
already ingested the spiritual chloroform and their spiritual 
discernment is dulled and they superficially skim this 
section or avoid it completely. Let’s investigate why.  

The Book of Mormon itself confirms this scene takes 
place in the immediate 3 days after the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ. The official LDS edition of 3 Nephi 9 includes a 
chapter heading that reads: 

“About A.D. 34 — In the darkness the voice of the Lord 
proclaims destruction of many people and cities for their 
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wickedness—He also proclaims His divinity, His 
atonement…”  339

This is not speculation. According to Mormon scripture, 
this demonic voice is the victorious and resurrected 
Mormon Christ, after conquering sin and Satan speaking 
from the darkness following His death. In the Jerusalem, 
the atonement is complete. The veil has been torn.  And 340

yet, what follows in The Book of Mormon is not healing, 
not mercy, not forgiveness—but a demon’s death toll at the 
gates of hell itself.  

This is not the pre-ministry Jesus, not the Christ in 
Gethsemane, not the suffering Savior on the cross. The 
Mormon scripture claims that this entity is the risen, 
glorified Jesus Christ, speaking from the pitch black sky to 
the people of the Book of Mormon who have been sitting in 

 3 Nephi 9, Chapter Heading (LDS 1981 and current printings): “About 339

A.D. 34… He also proclaims His divinity, His atonement…”

 See Matthew 27:50–51 (KJV) — “Jesus, when he had cried again with a 340

loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom…” See also Mark 15:37–38 
and Luke 23:45–46 for parallel accounts.
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darkness and destruction for 3 days , after the atonement 341

has been completed, after death has been conquered, after 
the price for sin has been paid. The satanic irony is so thick 
you could cut it with a scythe.  

But something is terribly wrong. 

What should be a moment of divine restoration and 
victory for believers in Jesus Christ becomes a scene of 
cosmic terror. Entire cities lie in ruin. After two hundred 
pages of spiritual sedation, the parasite now speaks openly, 
revealing the inversion at the core of its system. Fires have 
consumed the fictional city of Zarahemla.  The 342

populations of 15 other fictional cities have been burned, 
buried in the earth or drowned in the sea. The survivors 
tremble in darkness and the stench of death for 3 days. And 

 3 Nephi 8:20–23: 341

According to the Book of Mormon, this was not symbolic darkness. 
It was a literal, supernatural blackness so dense it could be “felt.” No 
fire could be kindled, no stars could be seen, no light from sun or moon 
penetrated the “vapor of darkness.” This condition lasted for three full 
days. Survivors groaned in agony, mourning the dead while surrounded 
by the stench of burning bodies and the complete absence of light. It 
was not a metaphor. It was, by the text’s own description, a descent 
into hell on earth—followed by a disembodied voice claiming to be 
Jesus, who announces that Satan is laughing over the charred remains 
of their sons and daughters (3 Nephi 9:2).

 3 Nephi 9:3, The Book of Mormon342
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then a voice comes, declaring not mercy, but massacre by 
his own hand.  343

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ the Son of God… I caused the 
thunderings… I caused the lightnings… I caused the cities to 
be burned… to be sunk… to be buried… to be destroyed. ” 
(3 Nephi 9:2–5, paraphrased) 

The destruction caused by Mormon Jesus is written in 3 
Nephi 8:23:  

“And it came to pass that it did last for the space of three 
days that there was no light seen; and there was great 
mourning and howling and weeping among all the people 
continually; yea, great were the groanings of the people, 
because of the darkness and the great destruction which 
had come upon them.”  344

And then, with no hesitation, the voice says this to the 
survivors who are mourning their dead children, howling, 
weeping and groaning in the dark for 3 days: 

 In traditional Christianity, A.D. 33 is the year Jesus died for the sins 343

of the world. The Book of Mormon picks up one year later—in A.D. 34—
and claims that the risen Christ returned to burn children alive and 
boast about it. If that’s not a different gospel, then nothing is.

 3 Nephi 8:23, The Book of Mormon344
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“The devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice, because of 
the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my people. 
Behold, that great city Zarahemla have I burned with fire, 
and the inhabitants thereof.” (3 Nephi 9:2-3) 

It is not simply destruction that the voice of Mormon 
Jesus claims credit for—it is the murder of innocent 
children. The “fair sons and daughters” are not metaphors. 
They are the innocent children. They are the dead over 
which Mormon Jesus explains he did himself and that Satan 
has laughed.  

And we are told explicitly who mourns for them: their 
surviving parents. “And in another place they were heard to 
cry and mourn, saying: O that we had repented before this 
great and terrible day, and then would our brethren have 
been spared, and they would not have been burned in that 
great city Zarahemla. And in another place they were heard 
to cry and mourn, saying: O that we had repented before 
this great and terrible day, and had not killed the prophets, 
and stoned them, and cast them out; then would our 
mothers and our fair daughters, and our children have been 
spared.”  345

— 3 Nephi 8:24–25, Book of Mormon 

 3 Nephi 8:24–25, Book of Mormon345
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The people are not mourning for warriors. They are 
mourning for their children, their daughters, their mothers. 
And in the next chapter, the speaker who claims to be the 
resurrected Christ, the Mormon Jesus take full 
accountability for the burning deaths of innocent children, 
“Behold, that great city Zarahemla have I burned…” 

— 3 Nephi 9:3 

Mormon Jesus claims selective slaughter, destroying 
innocent children which sparing the semi-righteous, plainly 
recorded in 3 Nephi 9:13, “O all ye that are spared because 
ye were more righteous than they, will ye not now return 
unto me, and repent of your sins, and be converted, that I 
may heal you?”  

While this Mormon Jesus in 3 Nephi 9:13 threatens those 
less than righteous people, who were spared, he claims that 
Satan and his angels rejoiced and even laughed over the 
slaughter of the innocent children, who he plainly says in 3 
Nephi 9:2 he killed as punished for “the sins of his people.” 

It’s not justice. It’s not mercy. It’s spiritual terrorism in 
the dark, and Satan is laughing (3 Nephi 9:2). The being 
who says these words wears the name of Jesus Christ—but 
the fruit, the tone, the destruction, and the boasting are not 
of the Lamb. They are of a false spirit. 
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Just one chapter earlier, the people themselves cry out 
in horror, confirming what happened. “O that we had 
repented before this great and terrible day… and our 
children had been spared and not burned in that great city 
Zarahemla.” (3 Nephi 8:25) 

In this satanic fiction, these are not symbolic fires. These 
are not metaphorical losses. But the horror deepens. And 
yet the believing Mormon reader feels no spiritual recoil. 
The conscience has already been anesthetized. The parasite 
has done its work. 

After boasting about the destruction, after claiming 
responsibility for the intentional destruction of innocent 
sons and daughters, the voice of Mormon Jesus Christ then 
offers a coerced “mercy” not to the children who are dead, 
but to the sinful adults who remain huddled in the dark 
listening to this disembodied voice. “O all ye that are 
spared… will ye not now return unto me, and repent of 
your sins?” (3 Nephi 9:13) 

The ones who had sinned were spared. The little 
innocent ones were burned, drowned and buried alive. 
According to this voice, children were burned while the 
sinners were given another chance under fear and the 
weaponized laughter of Satan. 
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This is not justice. This is not mercy. This is not the voice 
of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

This is something else entirely. 

The Jesus of the New Testament does not speak this way, 
not before the cross, and certainly not after. When a 
Samaritan village refused to receive Him because He was 
headed toward Jerusalem, His disciples, James and John, 
seethed with righteous anger. “Lord,” they asked, “wilt 
thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, 
and consume them, even as Elias did?”  

But Jesus turned and rebuked them. “Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of,” He said. “For the Son of man is 
not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them”.  That 346

moment is not a footnote—it is a window into the true heart 
of Jesus Christ. He did not come to retaliate. He came to 
redeem. 

In His most painful moment before death He asked God 
to forgive his murderers. After the resurrection, that same 

 Luke 9:54–56, KJV346
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Spirit of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ shines even more 
clearly.   347

The risen Jesus does not demand vengeance or recount 
wrongs. He appears in peace.  He enters locked rooms 348

not with wrath, but with reassurance: “Do not be afraid.”  349

He eats with His disciples.  He comforts the grieving.  He 350 351

invites Thomas to touch His wounds without shame or 
condemnation.  He restores Peter with gentleness and 352

grace.  He breathes out peace and invites the world to 353

believe.  And from the cross itself, He speaks the words 354

 Luke 23:34 (KJV) — “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they 347

know not what they do.” 

This is spoken by Jesus as He is being crucified, demonstrating the 
pure, merciful character of the true Christ. Unlike the spirit in 1 Nephi 4 
or 3 Nephi 9, who justifies murder and rejoices in mass death, the real 
Jesus pleads for mercy—even for His killers.

 John 20:19 (KJV)348

 Luke 24:36–37 (KJV)349

 Luke 24:41–43 (KJV)350

 John 20:11–16 (KJV)351

 John 20:27 (KJV)352

 John 21:15–17 (KJV)353

 Mark 16:15–16 (KJV)354
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no demon ever could: “Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do.”  355

But the Mormon Jesus of 3 Nephi 8 and 3 Nephi 9 speaks 
from a place of death, vengeance, owns the destruction, 
and deploys Satan’s laughter as a tool of fear against 
survivors. 

And those words and more importantly the voice that 
says, “The devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice”, comes 
directly from Mormon Jesus Christ, or rather now that our 
eyes are open, a demon masquerading as Lord Jesus Christ. 

That is not a coincidence. 
That is not an accident. 
That is the tell. The unmasking. 

The being who speaks in 3 Nephi 9:2 is not the risen 
Lord. It is a counterfeit spirit, a demon wearing His name, 

 Luke 23:34, KJV355
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claiming His authority, and boasting about the death of His 
people’s children while Hell laughs in celebration.  356

And Mormonism calls it scripture, and will fight tooth 
and nail to justify it with cherry-picked Old Testament 
judgments, false equivalencies, and a conscience already 
dulled by devotion to the mask. 

The Christ Who Never Spoke 

To truly grasp the horror of 3 Nephi 9, we must step 
back and remember what the real resurrected Jesus Christ 
is like. We must ask not only what He said, but how He said 
it, and to whom. 

Because if 3 Nephi 9:2 is to be believed, then Jesus, after 
completing the atonement, after conquering sin, after 
forgiving His executioners,  rose in glory only to slaughter 357

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon. The Church of Jesus Christ of 356

Latter-day Saints 
“Wo, wo, wo unto this people; wo unto the inhabitants of the whole 

earth except they shall repent; for the devil laugheth, and his angels 
rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my 
people…”

 Luke 23:34, Holy Bible 357

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do.”
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children, drown cities, burn towns, and then speak from 
the darkness, smoke and ruin, declaring that the devil 
laughed at His resurrection’s slaughter of the innocent.  

That is literally what the Book of Mormon claims in 3 
Nephi 9:2-3. 

But that is not what the Gospels reveal. 

The real Jesus Christ, the risen Son of God, is nothing 
like the voice of 3 Nephi 9. He is the defender of the weak, 
the protector of the innocent, the champion of children. He 
does not destroy them—He gathers them. He does not burn 
them—He blesses them. He is humble in power, restorative 
in judgment, and utterly opposed to the spirit of 
destruction. The difference is not subtle. It is not a matter 
of interpretation. It is night and day. It is Lamb and beast. It 
is Christ and impostor. 

Throughout His ministry, Jesus did more than love 
children, He exalted them. “Let the little children come to 
me,” He said, “for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 
(Matthew 19:14). He didn’t just tolerate children. He made 
them the model for faith. He warned His disciples that 
whoever causes a child to stumble would be better off 
drowned in the sea (Matthew 18:6). And yet, in 3 Nephi 9, 
the resurrected Christ allegedly burns them alive while 
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claiming Satan laughs and then lets survivors mourn, “O 
that our children had been spared…” (3 Nephi 8:25). This 
isn’t just un-Christlike. It’s demonic. 

The real Jesus didn’t build His kingdom through force. 
When Peter drew his sword to defend Him, Jesus rebuked 
him instantly: “Put your sword away. Those who take the 
sword will die by it.” (Matthew 26:52). When His disciples 
asked if they should call down fire on a Samaritan village, 
Jesus turned and rebuked them, saying, “You do not know 
what manner of spirit you are of. The Son of Man came not 
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” (Luke 9:55–56). 
He rejected coercion, violence, and spectacle. But the Jesus 
of 3 Nephi embraces all three. He commands nature to kill, 
boasts of it, and offers no rebuke, only terms and shares the 
joy and laughter that Satan takes in these very works. 

The real Jesus wept over judgment. He stood on the hill 
outside Jerusalem, looking at a city that would reject Him, 
and cried out, “How often would I have gathered your 
children… but you were not willing.” (Matthew 23:37). As 
He approached the city before His arrest, “He wept over 
it.”  And on the cross itself, He didn’t cry out in 358

 Luke 19:41 (KJV)358
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vengeance. He prayed for His executioners: “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.”   359

But in 3 Nephi 9, there are no tears. No forgiveness. No 
sorrow. Only blame and thunder and fire—and fear-laced 
ultimatums dressed as mercy. The tone is not of a Shepherd 
mourning lost sheep. It is domination veiled as divinity.   360

The demon even mocks the Savior as he proclaims in the 
dark amongst the death and destruction; “I am the light 
and the life of the world. I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end.”  361

And let’s not pretend the name is irrelevant. 

 Luke 23:34 (KJV)359

 See 3 Nephi 9:2–14 (Book of Mormon, LDS Edition). The voice—claiming 360

to be the risen Jesus—lists the destruction of multiple cities with 
repeated phrases such as “I caused it to be burned” (v. 9), “I caused it 
to be sunk” (v. 4), and “that their blood might come upon me” (v. 5), 
offering no sorrow or weeping—only domination. After cataloguing the 
carnage, the voice pivots with a chilling appeal: “Will ye not now return 
unto me… that I may heal you?” (v. 13). This is not the voice of a 
shepherd seeking the lost. It is the voice of a destroyer saying, “I killed 
your neighbors—am I not now worthy of your devotion?”

 3 Nephi 9:18, The Book of Mormon361
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Out of the millions of words in the English language, 
only two share the root “MORM”: Mormon and Mormo.  362

Whether by coincidence or by spiritual fingerprint, the 
name “Mormon” echoes “Mormo”, a demon known in 
antiquity as a shapeshifter invoked to terrify children. And 
the voice in 3 Nephi 9 does exactly that: burning children, 
boasting of their deaths, and pointing to Satan’s laughter. 
This isn’t coincidence; it’s a match in function. Call it what 
it is: Mormo. 

Mormo is an ancient Greek demon, a shapeshifting spirit 
invoked to terrify disobedient children into submission. 
She was associated with ghosts, fear, and supernatural 
punishment. She didn’t teach. She didn’t redeem. She 
didn’t rescue the weak. She haunted them. She ruled 

 Mormo is a figure from ancient Greek folklore, associated with fear 362

and child discipline. She appears in references as a bogeyman-like 
demon or spirit, invoked to frighten children into obedience. According 
to the Suda, a 10th-century Byzantine encyclopedia of the ancient 
Mediterranean world, “Μορµώ” (Mormo) was a female specter said to 
bite bad children and was associated with Hecate, the goddess of 
witchcraft and the underworld. See: 
• Suda, s.v. “Μορµώ” (Mormo). 
• Ogden, Daniel. Magic, Witchcraft, and Ghosts in the 	 Greek and 
Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook. Oxford 	 	  
University Press, 2002. 
• Hansen, William. Classical Mythology: A Guide to the Mythical World 
of the Greeks and Romans. Oxford University Press, 2005.
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through fear. She demanded obedience through terror, not 
truth. 

And what does the being in 3 Nephi 9 do? 

It lies. It deceives. It shape-shifts, mimicking Jesus with 
one breath, then inverting His teachings in the fine print 
with the next. It kills. It burns children alive. It invokes the 
laughter of Satan. And then, speaking from the smoke and 
ruin, it demands submission and worship, posing as the 
risen Christ. 

That is not scripture. 
That is not revelation. 
That is spiritual terrorism dressed in robes and given a 

chapter heading. 

Is it just coincidence that the name matches? Maybe. 
But the pattern is undeniable. 

If you still need a footnote to see it, you’re not spiritually 
asleep, you’re spiritually owned. 

This isn’t just a red flag. 
It’s a black mask. 

And behind it, the spirit of Mormo smiles. 
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But that, as they say, is another story for another day 
and another book. 

The real resurrected Jesus never shouted from heaven. 
He came in peace, behind closed doors. He appeared 
personally. He ate with His disciples. He invited Thomas to 
touch His wounds and said, “Do not disbelieve, but 
believe.” ( John 20:27). He restored Peter—not with 
condemnation, but with a quiet breakfast on the shore and 
three gentle questions: “Do you love me?” 

There is no such scene in the Book of Mormon. The 
voice in 3 Nephi 9 does not comfort. It does not restore. It 
does not feed. It hovers in the dark above the carnage, 
claims credit for destruction, and uses fear to demand 
repentance from survivors who aren’t sure where they 
themselves are dead or alive. 

And perhaps most damning of all: in the New Testament 
Jesus defeated Satan. He came to destroy the works of the 
devil (1 John 3:8), to crush the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15), 
to disarm the rulers and authorities of darkness and put 
them to shame (Colossians 2:15). The Gospels show Jesus 
casting demons into pigs, driving out evil spirits, and 
watching Satan fall like lightning from heaven (Luke 10:18). 

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 225



But in 3 Nephi 9:2—immediately after the resurrection—
Satan is not trembling, Satan is not afraid and Satan is not 
defeated. Satan is laughing and his devils are rejoicing. 

“The devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice, because of 
the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my people.” (3 
Nephi 9:2) 

That sentence alone unmasks everything. If Satan is 
laughing, Jesus Christ is not speaking. The entire New 
Testament is the story of Jesus trampling Satan, casting him 
out, exposing his lies, breaking his power, and stripping 
him of authority. The real Jesus doesn’t make the devil 
rejoice. He makes him flee. He doesn’t leave Satan 
laughing, He leaves him crushed. 

The facts from the text show that the voice in 3 Nephi 9 
is not the Lamb of God. It is the dragon, disguised in light, 
wrapped in thunder, speaking blasphemy with divine 
credentials. 

A Counterfeit Spirit Masquerading as Jesus 

What 3 Nephi 9 presents is not confusion. It is not an 
allegory. It is not a cultural misreading or ancient 
dramatization. It is a deliberate theological statement from 
the spirit behind Mormonism, a bold, clearly written claim 
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about the identity, character, and voice of the risen Son of 
God. 

And it is blasphemy. 

The voice that speaks in 3 Nephi 9 claims to be the 
glorified and resurrected Jesus Christ. But the fruit of that 
voice, the words it speaks, the acts it defends, the emotions 
it stirs, bear no resemblance to the real Jesus Christ of the 
New Testament. This is not the Shepherd who lays down 
His life for the sheep. It is not the Prince of Peace. It is not 
the Suffering Servant who bore the sins of the world with 
silence and sorrow. This is not the Jesus who appeared in a 
garden and called Mary by name. It is not the Jesus who 
gently restored Peter, or who breathed peace over fearful 
disciples. 

It is a being that descends in destruction, boasts of fire, 
murders innocent children, and weaponizes the laughter of 
Satan as a tool of fear and coercion. It is not the Christ of 
the Gospels. It is a mask. 

And what makes it so dangerous is that it wears His 
name. 

This is the ultimate tactic of darkness—not to oppose 
Christ, but to impersonate and blaspheme Him. Not to offer 
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a rival gospel, but to whisper a twisted one while wearing a 
robe of light. “Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light,” Paul warned, “so it is no surprise if his servants also 
disguise themselves as servants of righteousness.”  The 363

goal is not contradiction. The goal is imitation, with just 
enough poison to damn the soul. 

In 3 Nephi 9, that poison is delivered in the name of the 
victorious and resurrected Jesus. The slaughter of 
innocents children is framed as righteousness. The 
destruction of cities is presented as divine justice. And 
Satan’s laughter isn’t condemned, it’s celebrated, dropped 
like a mocking easter egg for anyone with ears to hear.  364

It’s the perfect inversion: a demon wearing the name of 
Jesus, issuing judgment from the darkness, standing in fire 
while Hell applauds, and demanding obedience from the 
trembling survivors. 

And the Easter eggs don’t stop there. 

 2 Corinthians 11:14–15 (KJV)363

 See Matthew 13:16 (KJV) — “But blessed are your eyes, for they see: 364

and your ears, for they hear.” Also Matthew 11:15, Mark 4:9, and Luke 
8:8: “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
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Later in the day, the same Mormon Jesus appears , no 365

longer a disembodied voice in the sky, but in person. He 
gathers the surviving children and surrounds them with 
fire, as a supposed symbol of divine love. Angels descend. 
The people weep. The scene is presented as sacred: 

“And they saw angels descending out of heaven as it 
were in the midst of fire; and they came down and 
encircled those little ones about… and they were encircled 
about with fire.”  366

To Mormons, this is one of the most sacred and tender 
scenes in the Book of Mormon. But what would that fire 
mean to a survivor? To a mother who watched her children 
or her neighbors’ children burned alive in the city of 
Zarahemla, or Moronihah, or Laman? 

Just hours earlier, the same voice of the counterfeit 
Mormon Jesus, claiming to be the Christ, announced the 
slaughter of families and innocent children: 

“Behold, that great city Zarahemla have I burned with 
fire, and the inhabitants thereof.”  367

 3 Nephi 17, The Book of Mormon365

 3 Nephi 17:24, The Book of Mormon366

 3 Nephi 9:3, The Book of Mormon367
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So now immediately after the destruction is over with 
the smell of burnt bodies still wafting through the land, fire 
reappears surrounding the children, not as judgment, but 
as glory? Are the people meant to forget what fire meant 
before? 

It is a mocking echo, a twisted callback to the children 
already consumed by real flames. A not-so veiled threat in 
disguise. As if the message were: “Satan laughed at your 
dead children. These survivors can burn too, if you disobey 
me.” 

What kind of spirit surrounds children with fire, after 
only moments ago using fire to kill? It is not love. It is not 
holy. It is a mocking satanic threat with a smile, one 
perfectly aligned with the methods of that mythical demon 
Mormo. 

And the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints calls 
it sacred. They print it. Testify of it. 

Invite the world to read it and pray to know that it’s 
true.  368

But truth has already spoken in the plain printed word. 

 Moroni 10:4, The Book of Mormon368
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And now we arrive at a moment of reckoning—one that 
every Mormon must face. Every earnest follower of Christ 
has read the warning in Matthew 7:21–23 and felt its weight: 

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven. 

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  369

These are not the cries of atheists or skeptics. These are 
the cries of the religious, those who believed they were 
serving Christ, only to be cast out by Him. Not because they 
failed to act in His name, but because they followed a false 
Christ, believed and propagated teachings that corrupted 
the core of His character, His message, drowning out the 
ability of others to ever truly know His voice. 

But what does this actually mean? Isn’t the gospel of 
Jesus Christ just about “loving God and loving others”? Not 

 Matthew 7:21–23 (KJV)369
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exactly. Jesus didn’t say, “Love others.” He said, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

There’s a radical difference. 

The command isn’t to treat people with generic 
kindness. It’s to use the same standard we instinctively 
apply to our own lives, our hopes, our fears, our dignity, 
our pain, and apply that same level of care, value, and 
protection to others. We are to evaluate, care for, judge, 
and cherish others the same way we naturally do ourselves.  

That’s the foundation of the true gospel. 

And within this framework, every one of Jesus’s 
teachings falls into place, especially the ones that seem 
hard. 

His teachings on wealth, forgiveness, sexuality, and 
power are not arbitrary rules. They are expressions of this 
deeper law: love your neighbor as yourself. 

What could make this principle any more clear than His 
teaching on sexuality? Where the Old Testament said, 
“Thou shalt not commit adultery,” Jesus pushed deeper. He 
didn’t just forbid the act, He revealed the heart. 
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To look at someone with lust is to see them not as a soul, 
not as a whole human being, but as an object. As flesh. As a 
product for consumption. 

But who among us wants to be seen that way? Who 
wants their soul, creativity, intelligence, or worth reduced 
to a body part to be used and consumed. 

Jesus said: “Anyone who looks at a woman with lust has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  370

Why? Because that’s not love. That’s not seeing the 
person as equal to yourself. 

This is the through-line. Jesus didn’t lower the bar, He 
raised it to the maximum level. Every command He gave 
was an extension of the two great commandments, divine 
love, made personal. Not external performance or personal 
exhalation, but internal transformation. Not compliance, 
but communion. Not religion, but redemption. 

To live by this law is to live by the cross: where Jesus 
didn’t just say love your neighbor, He died to prove it. 

So let’s compare this to what Mormonism teaches in 
Doctrine & Covenants 132. 

 Matthew 5:28, (KJV)370
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Instead of commanding men to love others as 
themselves, the Mormon Jesus gives Mormons divine order 
to exalt themselves, by possessing others, even going so far 
as to use the word “concubine”  to differentiate between 371

the status of women in their relationship to Mormon men. 

Instead of teaching men to cling to their one wife and 
cherish all other women as equal image-bearers of God, it 
sanctifies the pursuit of women as eternal property, gifts to 
be “given,” “sealed,” and “received” as proof of male 
worthiness.  372

 Doctrine and Covenants 132:1, 37, 38, 39371

 Doctrine & Covenants 132 repeatedly refers to women as gifts, 372

property, and eternal rewards to be “given,” “sealed,” and “received” 
for a man’s exaltation: 
• “If any man espouse a virgin, and desire to espouse another… then is 
he justified; he cannot commit adultery… for they are given unto him…” 
(D&C 132:61) 
• “If he have ten virgins given unto him by this law, he cannot commit 
adultery…” (D&C 132:62) 
• “They are given unto him to multiply and replenish the earth… and 
for their exaltation in the eternal worlds.” (D&C 132:63) 
This theology frames women not as equal partners in a covenant of 
love, but as spiritual assets—divinely sanctioned property bestowed 
upon men as evidence of obedience and vehicles of eternal reward.
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Jesus reaffirmed the original design with clarity and 
force: 

“From the beginning, God made them male and 
female… For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh. So they are no longer two, but one. What God 
has joined together, let no man separate.” 

(Mark 10:6–9, Matthew 19:4–6) 

One man. One woman. One union—joined by God, 
sustained by love, and defined by mutual self-giving. Not 
contracts. Not covenants enforced by fear. Not lists of 
virgins sealed by ritual. 

And when asked about marriage in the resurrection, 
Jesus made the truth unmistakable: 

“For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are like the angels in heaven.” 

(Matthew 22:30) 

The Mormon Jesus doesn’t just permit polygamy, he 
weaponizes it. In Doctrine & Covenants 132, he allegedly 
declares that only those who enter into the “new and 
everlasting covenant” (i.e. plural marriage) can be exalted 
as gods. Everyone else, even the righteous, will be damned 
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to eternal servitude of these new exalted “gods.” In this 
twisted reimagining of Christ’s gospel, polygamy isn’t just 
allowed—it’s required for divinity. And those who refuse it 
are condemned to be “angels,” eternal servants to those 
“gods” who embraced the system.  373

Heaven’s definition of marriage is not domination. It’s 
not property. It’s not polygamy. It is spiritual equality. It is 
eternal freedom. It is love unbound by contracts. 

But Doctrine & Covenants 132 erases all of that. It 
replaces union with multiplication. Instead of calling men 
to purity of heart, it canonizes the lust of the eyes. It 
doesn’t just permit spiritual polygamy, it commands it. It 
doesn’t just allow men to covet more, it sanctifies the hunt 
for the next virgin prize. 

 Doctrine & Covenants 132:16–17 claims that those who do not enter 373

into the “new and everlasting covenant” (defined later in the same 
section as plural marriage) will remain “angels” in heaven, ministering 
servants for the exalted gods: 

“These angels did not abide my law; therefore, they cannot be 
enlarged, but remain separately and singly… to all eternity… to be 
angels of God forever and ever.” 
D&C 132:20–21 then confirms that only those who abide this law (plural 
marriage) shall become gods. The implication is unmistakable: reject 
polygamy, and you forfeit divinity. You’ll still be in heaven—but as an 
eternal servant to those who complied.
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It rewrites holiness as harem-building. 

Doctrine & Covenants 132 is not the law of Christ. It is 
the law of Lamech  wrapped in robes and sealed with 374

spiritual coercion. 

Where Jesus laid down His life for the Church, Joseph 
Smith laid down threats against Emma. 

Where Jesus made Himself nothing, Smith made himself 
god—and demanded women be sealed to him or be 
“destroyed.” 

This is not the gospel. 

 Lamech is the first recorded polygamist in the Bible and a symbolic 374

figure of corrupted masculinity and violence. In Genesis 4:19, it says: 
“Lamech took unto him two wives…” 
This stands in contrast to the monogamous union of Adam and Eve as 
God’s intended design. Lamech also boasts of violent revenge (Genesis 
4:23–24), making him the archetype of domination, self-exaltation, and 
spiritual rebellion. 

Doctrine & Covenants 132 echoes this same spirit: it commands plural 
marriage (vv. 3–4, 61–62), ties obedience to threats of destruction (v. 
54), and presents women as eternal property to be “given” to worthy 
men. This directly contradicts the teachings of Jesus Christ, who 
affirmed monogamy (Mark 10:6–9), taught humility and service (Luke 
22:26–27), and never used threats to secure obedience in matters of 
love or covenant.
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It is lust masquerading as law.  
Abuse masquerading as covenant.  
A holy name hijacked to sanctify a predator’s appetite. 

And every verse of D&C 132 proves it. 

The Jesus who said, “Whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted,” would never crown a man for collecting women. 
He died to set the captives free—not to write revelations 
that turn them into eternal prizes. 

And here we stand, confronted by a depiction of Jesus 
Christ in the Book of Mormon that contradicts everything 
He taught and every act of love He performed. The real 
Jesus said plainly, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me.”  375

But the voice in 3 Nephi 9 is not the voice of the 
Shepherd. 

It is the voice of a butcher, a violent murderer, a 
womanizing demon not unlike the Greek spirit of fear 
Mormo. 

It speaks in thunder and terror. It demands obedience 
through fear and death. It boasts of slaughter and takes 

 John 10:27 (KJV)375
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credit for the deaths of entire cities. And weaponizes Satan 
laughter as a tool of fear. 

If this is the Christ Mormonism offers to the world, then 
Mormonism does not preach Jesus, it preaches a spirit 
wearing His skin. It does not testify of the risen Lord, it 
testifies of a counterfeit. It does not canonize the gospel, it 
canonizes a mask. 

And now that the mask has been removed, there is no 
longer any room for confusion. 

The voice behind 3 Nephi 9 is not divine. 

It is demonic, a key component of the final payload of a 
spiritual zero-day exploit, executed in the name of Jesus 
Christ and zealously defended by those it has already 
deceived.  

Because here’s the real danger, Jesus said all blasphemy 
against Him can be forgiven—even insults, even slander 
(Matthew 12:32). But there is one line that cannot be 
crossed, Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 

It is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit—the one sin Jesus 
Christ Himself declared unforgivable. Not because it is 
more offensive in human terms, but because it represents 
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the final corruption of spiritual perception. In Matthew 12, 
Jesus defines this sin with terrifying clarity: it is to attribute 
the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan, or to call the works of 
Satan holy. It is to invert the very nature of truth and lie. 

That is exactly what the Pharisees did. They saw Jesus 
casting out demons by the power of God, a power they 
could not deny, and yet, to protect their reputations, their 
wealth, and their control, they accused Him of being 
empowered by Beelzebub. It wasn’t confusion. It was 
willful inversion. 

And Jesus made the distinction plain: 

And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of 
man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come.  376

This isn’t about mocking Jesus Christ. It’s not about 
doubting Him. It’s about calling the Spirit of Truth a spirit 
of evil, and calling the works of Satan those of the Holy 
Spirit. 

And that is the spiritual zero-day exploit at the heart of 
this book. It’s a Trojan horse masquerading as revelation. 

 Matthew 12:32, (KJV)376
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It’s a payload of malware delivered in the name of Jesus 
Christ. It’s a mask so convincing, even the elect could be 
deceived, just as Jesus warned in Matthew 24:24.  377

In the next chapter, we’ll examine it fully. Strip by strip. 
Layer by layer. Because only when the mask is removed can 
the Spirit of Truth be seen again. 

A Note to Mormon Apologists: The Old Testament 
Defense Is a Mask for the Murderer 

When cornered by the grotesque violence of 3 Nephi 9, 
Mormon apologists retreat to a tired defense: “Well, God 
killed people in the Old Testament too. What about the 
flood? What about Sodom and Gomorrah?” 

As if that somehow makes it acceptable for a voice 
claiming to be the resurrected Christ to gloat over the 
annihilation of entire cities, referencing the slaughter of 
children and Satan’s laughter. 

Let’s be clear: the Old Testament does record divine 
judgment. There are difficult passages, moments of 
national destruction, and scenes that challenge even the 

 Matthew 24:24 (KJV) “For there shall arise false Christs, and false 377

prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it 
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”
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most faithful readers. But anyone who draws a straight line 
from those Old Testament moments to the Book of 
Mormon’s post-Calvary massacres either doesn’t 
understand the Bible or is counting on you not to. 

Because the contrast is glaring. 

In the Old Testament, God’s justice is deeply tied to 
covenant. It is reluctant. It is often delayed by generations 
of mercy. It is always preceded by prophetic warning. 
When judgment finally comes, it comes not with glee, but 
with grief. God does not gloat. There is no disembodied 
voice hovering above the destruction in the dark boasting, 
“I did this, and Satan is laughing” and demanding worship 
in the aftermath. There is no narcissistic tally of the dead. 

But in 3 Nephi 8 and 3 Nephi 9, that’s precisely what we 
get: 

“Behold, that great city Zarahemla have I burned with 
fire, and the inhabitants thereof.”  378

This is not the voice of justice. 
It is the voice of a demon impersonating Christ. 

 3 Nephi 9:3, The Book of Mormon378
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And it is not just what this voice says—it is when it says it. 
According to the Book of Mormon, these words are spoken 
after the crucifixion, by the risen Lord Himself. But Jesus 
didn’t rise from the dead to continue the judgements of the 
old covenant. He came to fulfill them. 

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.”  379

The entire purpose of the Cross was to absorb wrath, 
not to perpetuate it. The judgment that hovered over 
mankind under the law was satisfied at Calvary, poured out 
once and for all on the Lamb of God. When Jesus rose from 
the grave, He did not return as a divine executioner. He 
returned as the firstborn of the resurrection, the 
inaugurator of a new covenant, where mercy triumphed 
over judgment, and grace was extended to all. 

So when Mormon apologists compare 3 Nephi 8 and 3 
Nephi 9 to the Old Testament, they are not simply drawing 
a weak analogy, they are reversing and inverting the gospel. 
They are comparing pre-Calvary law to what the Book of 
Mormon claims is a post-Calvary appearance of the risen 
Christ. It’s not apples and oranges. It’s Cross and 
counterfeit. One redeems. The other retaliates. One 
forgives sin. The other punishes after it’s been paid for. 

Matthew 5:17 (KJV)379
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Let us press the point further. 

In all the pages of the Old Testament, God NEVER gloats 
over the death of His own children. That’s not holiness, it’s 
hellish. He never demands their worship in the same 
breath as their destruction. He never says, “I burned your 
children alive—bow before me.” Yet this is exactly the 
posture the supposed Christ assumes in 3 Nephi 9. 

This is not the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
This is a foreign spirit wearing His name. 

Jesus teaches us the joy of the good Shepherd and 
exposes the false logic of sacrificing the one for the many. 

“How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and 
one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety 
and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that 
which is gone astray? 

And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he 
rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine 
which went not astray. 
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Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in 
heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.”  380

And we’ve heard that Satanic logic before in The Book of 
Mormon that perfectly inverts Jesus’s teachings regarding 
the 99 and the 1 in Matthew 18:12-14. 
 
“It is better that one man perish than that a nation dwindle 
in unbelief.” 

—1 Nephi 4:13 

“It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not.” 

—John 11:50 (KJV) 

The first is from a spirit claiming to be the Mormon Holy 
Ghost. The second is from Caiaphas, the high priest who 
orchestrated the capture, torture and murder of Jesus 
Christ. 

In a fictional translation of fictional gold plates written in 
a fictional language of a fictional civilization, nearly 2000 
years after Satan went into the heart of Caiaphas to speak 
them, The Book of Mormon puts to paper in a supposed 
“translation” those same words and logic, yet in the mouth 

 Matthew 18:12–14 (KJV)380
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of the Mormon Holy Spirit as the logic behind it’s 
commandment to Nephi to murder, lie, deceive, steal and 
kidnap.   381

But the irony is fatal. 

The spirit who justified murder, deception, and robbery 
in the name of national preservation—failed. The nation 
collapsed. The Nephites were annihilated anyway. The 

 1 Nephi 4:6, The Book of Mormon 381

And I was led by the Spirit, not knowing beforehand the things which I 
should do.
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prophecy was false. The spirit lied.  And Mormonism 382

canonized it.  383

Which means the spirit lied and it’s prophecy and 
guidance to Nephi was false. Again giving us written 
confirmation that the Mormon Holy Spirit as depicted in 
the Book of Mormon is indeed a lying, deceptive 
murderous spirit. 

The Atonement Makes This Impossible 

But there is something more. Something Mormon 
apologists cannot answer. 

 Words of Mormon 1:7, The Book of Mormon : “the Lord knoweth all 382

things which are to come.” 
If the spirit that spoke to Nephi were truly the Holy Spirit, it would 

have known the Nephites would be utterly destroyed in unbelief. It 
would not have justified murder to protect a future it knew was a lie. 
The spirit lied, proving it an imposter.

 Mormon 8:7, The Book of Mormon 383

By the time Moroni takes over the record, he writes as the last 
survivor of his people. The Nephites—once portrayed as God’s covenant 
tribe—have been completely annihilated. “They are no more,” he says. 
This isn’t just historical defeat; it’s total obliteration. And yet, the Book 
of Mormon asks us to trust the spiritual legacy of a people that, by its 
own account, was destroyed in full. The “great and marvelous 
destruction” becomes the backdrop for a new gospel—one revealed not 
through Christ’s resurrection, but through the death of a nation.
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According to their own scripture, Jesus has just been 
crucified. The veil of the temple has been torn. The debt 
has been paid. 

He has died for the sins of the world—for the wicked, for 
the repentant, for the ignorant. For the very ones who 
nailed Him to the cross. 

And yet, we are to believe that the very next thing He 
does as the victorious and glorified Christ is to torch cities, 
slaughter families, and burn children—as punishment for 
the very sins He just atoned for? 

“It is finished,”  He said on the cross. 384

But apparently, according to Mormon scripture—it 
wasn’t.  385

Apparently, judgment still needed to fall on the 
innocent.  386

Apparently, grace wasn’t enough. 

 John 19:30 (KJV)384

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon385

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon386
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Apparently, “Come unto me” had to be preceded by 
murder and ruin. 

This isn’t just theologically incoherent. It is spiritually 
blasphemous. 

The atonement makes this impossible. 

Because the true Christ does not return after Calvary to 
re-punish what He already forgave. 

The blood has been shed. The wrath has been absorbed. 
The work is complete. 
 
The voice that speaks in 3 Nephi 9—executing vengeance 
and demanding allegiance—has no understanding of the 
Cross. 

And that’s because it was never part of it. 

This is not the Lamb of God. This is a liar in a robe. 

⸻ 

Jesus said, 

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me.” 
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—John 10:27 (KJV) 

But the voice in 3 Nephi 9 doesn’t sound like a shepherd. 
It doesn’t call. It doesn’t comfort. It doesn’t save. 

It kills. It brags. It commands submission. 

If you still believe that voice is Christ, then you’ve 
accepted a gospel where the Cross failed, the Spirit lies, 
Satan laughs, and murder wears the robe of resurrection. 

You are not defending the Bible. 
You are defending its impersonator. 

And now more than ever the chilling reason for why 
Jesus Christ speaks as He does in Matthew 7:21-23. 

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven. 

Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
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And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”  387

 Matthew 7:21–23 (KJV)387
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Chapter 4 
BLASPHEMY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

“Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, 
but is guilty of an eternal sin.” 

— Mark 3:29 

Jesus's Own Definition: How 1 Nephi 4 Commits the 
Exact Blasphemy Condemned in Matthew 12 

This discovery is surgical in its precision: The Book of 
Mormon in 1 Nephi 4:13-14 employs the identical 
mechanism that Jesus Christ uses to define blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit of Truth in Matthew 12:22-32. This 
isn’t a loose analogy or interpretive stretch. It’s a structural 
match using Christ’s own operational definition. 

Consider Jesus’s definition in Matthew 12. A demon-
possessed man is brought to Him, blind, mute, trapped in 
spiritual darkness. Jesus heals him through the Holy Spirit’s 
power. The man speaks. The man sees. This is clearly 
divine work aligned with God’s character: healing, 
liberation, restoration. The crowd recognizes it: “Could this 
be the Son of David?” 
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But the Pharisees witness this obvious Holy Spirit 
activity and invert the attribution to protect their own 
authority and power over the people. They see good and 
call it evil: “But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This 
fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince 
of the devils.”  388

Jesus’s response is immediate and severe: “And 
whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall 
be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come.”  389

Now examine 1 Nephi 4’s identical pattern. A voice—
identified by Nephi as his own voice/conscience , 390

cultivated directly by the influence of the Holy Spirit of 
Truth, restrains him from murder, clearly performing 
divine work that upholds God’s explicit commandment, 
promotes mercy, and preserves life. In Christian theology, 
that restraining impulse is precisely how the Holy Spirit 
operates: whether directly or through the conscience that 
reflects God’s law written on the heart (Romans 2:14-15). To 
claim this was “just Nephi’s conscience” rather than the 

 Matthew 12:24, (KJV)388

 Matthew 12:32, (KJV)389

 1 Nephi 4:10, The Book of Mormon390
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Spirit is a false distinction; a conscience that perfectly 
aligns with God’s command not to kill is the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit’s influence. Yet the Book of Mormon narrative 
systematically inverts this moral alignment. It labels the 
restraining voice—the Spirit’s own witness within man—as 
mere “opposition to overcome,” while calling the voice that 
commands deception, robbery, and murder “the Spirit of 
the Lord.”  Whether one calls the restraining power the 391

Holy Spirit itself or the conscience formed by it, the result 
is the same: the text rebrands the Spirit’s moral work as 
resistance and exalts transgression as divine direction.  392

This is the precise inversion that Jesus defined as 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit—the moment when the 
moral light of God is called darkness, and darkness is 
proclaimed to be divine light. 

The Book of Mormon mockingly uses the real definition 
of the One Unforgivable Sin in Moroni 7:14-15,  after the 393

believer has already accepted and internalized the 

 1 Nephi 4:11, the Book of Mormon391

 1 Nephi 4:12, the Book of Mormon392

 Moroni 7:14-15, the Book of Mormon Wherefore, take heed, my 393

beloved brethren, that ye do not judge that which is evil to be of God, 
or that which is good and of God to be of the devil. For behold, my 
brethren, it is given unto you to judge, that ye may know good from 
evil; and the way to judge is as plain, that ye may know with a perfect 
knowledge, as the daylight is from the dark night.
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malevolent spirit of 1 Nephi 4. It also confirms that the now 
spiritually compromised believer should have followed the 
light of Christ in their hearts  to call Nephi and the spirit 394

he followed evil, despite being sold in 1 Nephi 4 an 
alternative narrative of divine guidance. 

When applied to the teachings of Jesus Christ we see that 
the parallel isn’t just simply devastating, it’s airtight. If the 
Holy Spirit restrains Nephi from murder (verse 10), but 
then the "Spirit of the Lord" must overcome this restraint to 
command murder (verses 13-14), then you have the Holy 
Spirit working against the Holy Spirit. The kingdom is 
divided against itself and cannot stand. 

The "by whom do your children cast them out" question 
becomes critical here. If Mormon parents teach children 
that the voice restraining murder, deception, robbery 
might be "opposition to overcome," they destroy their 

 Moroni 7:15-16 For behold, my brethren, it is given unto you to judge, 394

that ye may know good from evil; and the way to judge is as plain, that 
ye may know with a perfect knowledge, as the daylight is from the dark 
night. For behold, the Spirit of Christ is given to every man, that he may 
know good from evil; wherefore, I show unto you the way to judge; for 
every thing which inviteth to do good, and to persuade to believe in 
Christ, is sent forth by the power and gift of Christ; wherefore ye may 
know with a perfect knowledge it is of God. 
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children's ability to reliably identify and resist genuinely 
evil impulses. 

When a violent thought arises, how does the child 
discern whether it’s: 

• Evil to be resisted, or 
• Divine guidance requiring them to overcome their 
"weak" conscience? 

The Book of Mormon creates the exact spiritual 
confusion and blasphemy against the Holy Spirit that Jesus 
warned would collapse moral authority. Children raised on 
this framework lose access to consistent spiritual 
discernment because they've been taught the Holy Spirit 
might legitimately contradict itself on fundamental moral 
law. 

The theological architecture that calls good evil and 
evil  good doesn't just commit blasphemy - it 395

systematically destroys a human’s moral compass, leaving 
them vulnerable to mistaking destructive impulses for 
revelation, or the influence of Satan for the Holy Spirit. 

 Isaiah 5:20, KJV395
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Jesus's rebuke stands supreme: a house divided against 
itself cannot stand, and Mormon theology divides the Holy 
Spirit against itself. 

The Heart Primacy Inversion 

Jesus Christ did not come to tighten the Law—He fulfilled 
it. He completed the old covenant by embodying its 
perfection, then established a new one written not on 
stone, but on the human heart. 

Under Moses, sin was measured by action and 
righteousness by performance. In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Christ transferred moral jurisdiction from the 
external act to the internal motive—from behavior to intent, 
from the hand to the heart. 

"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil."  

(Matthew 5:17) 

Having fulfilled the old, He revealed the new: 
"You have heard that it was said... You shall not 

murder... But I say to you that everyone who is angry with 
his brother will be liable to judgment."  

(Matthew 5:21–22) 
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"You have heard that it was said, You shall not commit 
adultery. But I say to you that everyone who looks at a 
woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart."  

(Matthew 5:27–28) 

"You have heard that it was said, You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you."  

(Matthew 5:43–44) 

Each redefinition fulfilled the letter by unveiling its 
spirit. Christ didn't abolish the commandments—He 
consummated them. He lifted moral accountability from 
the courtroom of men to the tribunal of God within the 
human heart. 

Anger precedes murder. Lust precedes adultery. The act 
only manifests what the heart has already conceived. This 
was the revolution of the Kingdom: the heart became the 
primary seat of judgment. The law once written on stone 
was now inscribed on flesh ( Jeremiah 31:33). The 
conscience, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, became the 
new temple of discernment. 

The Inversion 
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Nearly two thousand years after Christ established this 
new covenant—in 1827, allegedly by His own personal 
direction—Joseph Smith put to paper a narrative that 
inverts everything Jesus fulfilled. Published in 1830 as the 
Book of Mormon, it claims to be another testament of Jesus 
Christ Himself. 

Yet in 1 Nephi 4, that divine architecture is reversed.  

Nephi's heart resists murder. His conscience recoils. By 
Christ's fulfilled law, this resistance is evidence of the 
Spirit's presence—the law of God written within. Yet an 
external voice, claiming to be "the Spirit of the Lord," 
overrules that inward conviction and commands the very 
evil the heart rejects: murder, lies, deception, and robbery. 

In Christ's fulfilled gospel, the heart is the final witness 
of righteousness. The heart became the primary seat of 
judgment. The law once written on stone was now 
inscribed on flesh ( Jeremiah 31:33). As Paul later 
confirmed, this means that even without a written code, 
the conscience bears witness, showing the work of the law 
is written on our hearts (Romans 2:14-15). The conscience, 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, became the new temple of 
discernment, functioning not by the letter that kills, but by 
the Spirit that gives life (2 Corinthians 3:6). 
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In this counterfeit gospel—claiming Christ as its author—
the conscience and heart sculpted by the Holy Spirit of 
Truth must yield to a spirit that contradicts God's own 
command with the forceful order, repeated multiple times: 
"Slay him"—referring to the inebriated Laban. 

Where Jesus made the heart the temple of discernment, 
this text subordinates it to revelation that nullifies 
conscience. Where Christ crowned inward purity as the 
highest form of obedience, 1 Nephi 4 sanctifies obedience 
that destroys purity. 

If Jesus Christ truly guided this work, He authored His 
own repudiation. He undid His own fulfillment. He mocked 
His own Sermon on the Mount. 

The claim makes blasphemy of the Lord. 

This is not an isolated narrative—it is the core inversion 
enabling every subsequent distortion. It turns revelation 
into override. It sanctifies the suppression of conscience. It 
transforms the inward kingdom of God into an outward 
chain of command. 

This is the Heart Primacy Inversion—the antithesis of the 
gospel Jesus fulfilled, written eighteen centuries too late, 
and falsely presented as His own testimony. 
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The Epistemological Trap 

But the blasphemy doesn't end with the narrative 
inversion. The Book of Mormon creates what can only be 
called an epistemological trap, a circular validation system 
that locks believers into spiritual deception. 

First, 1 Nephi 4 demonstrates a "spirit" that 
systematically inverts moral identification. It calls restraint 
from murder "opposition." It calls the command to murder 
"divine." Then the same text claims this spirit is divine and 
authoritative. Finally, Moroni 10:4 instructs readers to ask 
this same spirit to confirm the text's authenticity. 

Do you see the circular reasoning? "How do I know this 
spirit is trustworthy?" Ask the spirit. "How do I know the 
spirit's answer is reliable?" Because the spirit told you to 
trust it. 

This creates an unbreakable cycle where the very spirit 
that demonstrated inversion gets to validate itself, while 
believers mistake this self-validation for divine 
confirmation. Any "spiritual confirmation" comes from the 
source whose reliability is being questioned. It's a perfect 
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feedback loop designed to prevent escape from the 
deception. 

The Mormon Defense Fails 

Inevitably, Mormons will claim "it wasn't the Holy Spirit, 
it was just Nephi's conscience."  This defense doesn't 396

rescue their position. It destroys it. 

If they retreat to "conscience," they're admitting several 
theological problems. They're saying the Holy Spirit isn't 
necessary for moral discernment. They're claiming human 
conscience alone can perfectly align with God's law. This 
undercuts the entire doctrine of spiritual guidance. 

But more importantly, the inversion remains. They're 
still calling “good”, conscience perfectly aligned with God's 
law” opposition." They're still calling “evil”, the murder 
command, ”divine." The Isaiah 5:20 violation persists 
regardless of what they name the source. 

The implications are devastating. If conscience alone 
perfectly discerns God's will, why override it? If "divine" 
commands contradict perfect moral knowledge, what does 
that say about the source? They're creating a theology 

 1 Nephi 4:10, The Book of Mormon396
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where God routinely commands people to act against 
perfect moral discernment. 

In fact, their defense makes it worse. Now they're 
admitting human conscience was completely right, but 
claiming people should override perfect moral knowledge 
for "revelation." That's systematic training to distrust 
reliable moral guidance. 

Whether they call it "Holy Spirit" or "conscience," they're 
still teaching people to override the voice that perfectly 
aligns with God's character and law in favor of the voice 
that violates it. That's the same inversion Jesus condemned, 
just with different labels. 

The Devastating Conclusion 

If Jesus knew what He was talking about when He 
defined blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, then any text 
that employs that identical mechanism is—by His own 
standard—committing the very error He warned against. 

But here's where the theological impossibility becomes 
complete. Mormons don't claim the Book of Mormon came 
from some lesser source. They claim Jesus Christ Himself 
was the divine author and editor behind every word that 
came to Joseph Smith. They teach that Christ personally 
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supervised, approved, and delivered this text as His own 
revelation. 

Which creates an impossible position: Either Jesus 
participated in committing the very blasphemy He 
condemned as unforgivable, or the Book of Mormon didn't 
come from Jesus. 

There is no middle ground. If Christ authored a text that 
employs His own definition of blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit, then either: 

• Jesus contradicted Himself and committed the sin He 
called unforgivable, or 
• The voice claiming to be Jesus in the Book of Mormon 
was something else entirely 

The first option is theological impossibility. Jesus cannot 
blaspheme against Himself. The second option destroys 
Mormon claims of divine authorship. 

The Book of Mormon uses Jesus's exact blasphemy 
template. It claims divine authorship from Jesus Himself. It 
asks readers to pray for spiritual confirmation from the 
same inverted source. It trains believers to distrust the Holy 
Spirit when performing its most basic function. It creates 
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an epistemological circle that prevents escape from the 
deception. 

A text that takes divine guidance doing its most 
fundamental job—restraining from breaking God's 
commandments—and systematically rebrands it as 
"opposition" while calling lawbreaking "the Spirit of the 
Lord" has committed what Jesus called unforgivable sin. Yet 
Mormons claim Jesus personally delivered it as scripture. 

This isn't similar to the blasphemy Jesus warned against. 
It IS the blasphemy Jesus warned against, using His exact 
operational definition, then claiming Jesus Himself 
authorized it while asking people to pray to the 
blasphemous source for confirmation of its own 
authenticity. 

The mechanism IS the blasphemy. And if Jesus authored 
it, then Jesus either contradicted His own teaching or the 
Book of Mormon's claims are false. 

There is no escape from this charge. 

Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit: 1 Nephi 4:13 and the 
Spirit That Lied, Deceived, and Murdered in God’s 
Name 
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“It is better that one man should perish than that a 
nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief.” — 1 Nephi 
4:13 (Mormon Holy Spirit)  397

“It is better for you that one man should die for the 
people, than that the whole nation perish.” — John 11:50 
(Caiaphas)  398

It has been said that the most dangerous lie is the one 
spoken in a voice masquerading as God. 

1 Nephi 4 is not just a disturbing story. It is the spiritual 
engine and origin of Mormonism. This is where the Book of 
Mormon first introduces obedience to revelation, and that 
revelation begins with blood, lies, and deception. A spirit 
which the Book of Mormons claims to be the Holy Spirit 
instructs Nephi to murder a man in cold blood, steal sacred 
property, impersonate the dead, lie to an innocent man, 
and kidnap him under false pretenses. And every single act 
is framed not as sin, but as holy obedience.  It is not just 399

false prophecy. It is possession masquerading as revelation. 
And Mormonism calls it scripture. 

 1 Nephi 4:13, The Book of Mormon397

 John 11:50, Holy Bible398

 1 Nephi 4:10–18, The Book of Mormon399
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In the narrative I term as the fight of the dueling spirits, 
in 1 Nephi 4:10, Nephi finds Laban drunk and unconscious 
in the street, the malevolent Mormon Holy Spirit 
commands that he should kill Laban. But Nephi resists—
because his conscience is being influenced by the Holy 
Spirit of Truth and the gospel of Jesus Christ. He says he has 
never before shed human blood. This isn’t a righteous 
warrior ready to obey divine command—it’s a man 
hesitating at the edge of a moral cliff. And yet the voice 
persists. It reasons. It presses. It argues. The moment a 
spirit needs to argue for murder, it has already revealed its 
source. And finally, it delivers its justification: “It is better 
that one man should perish than that a nation should 
dwindle and perish in unbelief.” 

That sentence doesn't prove the spirit is holy. It proves 
the spirit is malevolent. It bypasses Nephi's conscience, and 
the Holy Spirit telling him in his heart not to kill, offers the 
words of Caiaphas, and reframes murder as salvation. 
Nephi's hesitation wasn't weakness—it was spiritual 
discernment. And the voice that overcame it didn't sanctify 
the act. It exposed itself. 

But there's something even more troubling embedded in 
the text itself. Notice the language Nephi uses in 1 Nephi 
4:14: "And now, when I heard these words..." 
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Not "when I thought" or "when the spirit continued." But 
"when I heard these words." 

This phrase creates distance. It suggests externality. 
Nephi is documenting that these words—the Caiaphas 
justification—came to him as something distinct, something 
he heard, as if from outside himself or different from the 
initial prompting in verse 10. 

What this reveals is a pivotal shift between two separate 
voices: 

• The initial command by the Holy Spirit of Truth (1 
Nephi 4:10) - which Nephi resisted because his 
conscience recoiled 

• The Caiaphas words (1 Nephi 4:13-14) - which Nephi 
specifically identifies as something he "heard" 

The phrase 'when I heard these words' grammatically 
points back to verse 13 - Caiaphas's words and logic 
repeated by the Mormon “holy spirit.” Nephi is 
documenting which specific words broke his resistance to 
the lying, deceptive, murderous Mormon spirit. 

When Nephi's conscience resisted the first voice, a 
second voice spoke—one that used the exact logic of 
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Caiaphas, the man who orchestrated Christ's murder. And 
Nephi specifically notes the moment he "heard" it, as if it 
registered as distinct or significant enough to document 
separately. 

If Nephi distinguished these words enough to say he 
"heard" them, then either: 

• He recognized them as coming from a different source 
and obeyed anyway, or 
• A second spirit entered when his conscience resisted, 
and he failed to discern the change 

The Pharisee's Trap: No Escape from Blasphemy 

We have established the textual evidence that suggests 
Nephi heard two competing voices: the "Spirit of the Lord" 
with its initial promptings of good, and a subsequent voice 
that deployed Caiaphas's logic to command murder. But 
perhaps you believe there was only one spirit—that the Holy 
Spirit Himself commanded the murder and Nephi's 
resistance was simply human weakness. If so, then 
consider what this belief requires you to accept: 

If the Holy Spirit commanded Laban's murder, then 
Nephi's conscience—which recoiled at the thought of killing 
an unconscious man—was opposing the Holy Spirit's will. 
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The voice telling him not to murder an innocent person 
was resisting God's command. 

And what opposes God's work? 

According to standard Christian theology: Satan. 

This creates an impossible inversion: 
• The impulse to not murder = opposing God = 
implicitly evil 
• The command to commit murder with Caiaphas logic 
= Holy Spirit = good 
Do you see the trap? Mormon doctrine forces you to 

adopt the exact inverted moral framework that Jesus 
condemned in Mark 3. 

Mark 3:22-30 records the Pharisees watching Jesus cast 
out demons—seeing Him do good, bring healing, offer 
deliverance—and declaring: "He casts out demons by 
Beelzebul, the prince of demons.” 

They saw good and called it evil.  
They saw the Holy Spirit's work and attributed it to 

Satan. 

Jesus's response was immediate and severe: "How can 
Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, 
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that kingdom cannot stand... Truly I tell you, people will be 
forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 
but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never 
have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” 

The Pharisees committed blasphemy by inverting good 
and evil—by seeing righteousness and calling it demonic. 

Now consider what Mormon doctrine requires: 

Nephi's conscience told him not to murder. That impulse 
was good. It was right. It was the voice of moral truth 
recoiling from evil. 

But Mormon doctrine teaches that this good impulse 
was wrong—that it needed to be overcome, argued against, 
and ultimately defeated by the voice commanding murder. 

Which means Mormon theology requires you to believe: 
• Good (conscience against murder) = bad/rebellious/
opposing God 
• Evil (murder, theft, deception, false prophecy) = Holy 
Spirit/obedience/righteousness 

This is not just similar to the Pharisees' error.  

It is structurally identical. 
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The Pharisees saw good and called it Satan.  
Mormon doctrine sees evil and calls it the Holy Spirit. 

Both are inversions of good and evil.  
Both attribute divine work to the wrong source.  
Both constitute blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 

There is no escape from this charge: 

If two spirits were involved, and Mormon doctrine calls 
both "the Holy Spirit," that's blasphemy. 

If only one spirit was involved, and it commanded 
murder while conscience opposed it, then Mormon 
doctrine forces you to call good evil and evil good—which is 
also blasphemy. 

Either way, the Book of Mormon places its readers in the 
exact spiritual position of the Pharisees standing before 
Christ: forced to choose between conscience and claimed 
revelation, between moral truth and religious authority, 
between good and evil. 

And it teaches you to choose wrong. 

— 
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Back to the words from the deceptive Mormon “Holy 
Spirit” that triggered Nephi’s flip to murder, lies, deception 
and robbery. The phrase "when I heard these words" is 
textual evidence that something shifted in that moment—
the trigger was the famous words of Caiaphas the Pharisee 
and what shifted was not toward holiness. It was toward the 
logic that murdered Christ. 

More importantly, this utilitarian excuse is not new.  400

In fact they are nearly verbatim the words and logic of 
Caiaphas—the high priest who under the influence of Satan 

 The theological gravity of this cannot be overstated. According to 400

LDS doctrine, the Book of Mormon was translated by the gift and 
power of God—meaning every phrase reflects the intent of the spirit 
guiding that translation. 

So when 1 Nephi 4:13 says, “It is better that one man should perish…”—
echoing John 11:50, where Caiaphas says, “It is expedient that one man 
should die for the people”—this isn’t coincidence. It’s calculated. 

Caiaphas spoke those words under satanic influence to justify the 
betrayal and murder of Jesus Christ. The Book of Mormon puts that 
same logic, word for word, into the mouth of the so-called Mormon 
Holy Ghost. That isn’t inspiration or an accidental error. It’s a perfect 
case of intentional and strategic heresy. 

And attributing the logic that murdered Christ to the Spirit of God is not 
just theological error. It is the textbook definition of blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit.
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architected the capture, torture and murder of Jesus Christ. 
“It is better for you that one man should die for the people, 
than that the whole nation perish.” ( John 11:50). The logic is 
identical: kill one man to save many. Prioritize the system 
over the soul. Sacrifice the individual for the survival of the 
group. 

The Bible indicates this logic as the true catalyst of Jesus 
Christ’s capture, torture and murder.  The Book of 401

Mormon calls it the foundation of obedience.  402

After Nephi kills Laban, the Mormon Holy Spirit 
continues to guide him. He strips the body, puts on the 
man’s clothes, and despite only meeting him once 
impersonates him with demonic precision, “And I spake 
unto him as if it had been Laban.”  He enters the treasury, 403

fools Zoram, and walks him out of the city through lies and 
deception. Then, without warning, he reveals his identity 

 John 11:53 (KJV)  401

Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to 
death.

 1 Nephi 4:18, The Book of Mormon 402

Therefore I did obey the voice of the Spirit, and took Laban by the hair 
of the head, and I smote off his head with his own sword.

  1 Nephi 4:23, The Book of Mormon 403

And I spake unto him as if it had been Laban.
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and kidnaps Zoram, forcibly converting him to a life and a 
religion he never chose.  

What this extremely detailed chronological tale proves is 
that not once does Nephi stop to pray.  Not before the 404

murder. Not after the theft. Not during the kidnapping. His 
only compass is a voice. The spirit never withdraws. There 
is no grief, no repentance, no divine rebuke. There is only 
the chilling silence of a successful mission—one that began 
with a voice and ended in a grave. 

The justification for all of this—the killing, the theft, the 
impersonation, the deception—was that it would save a 
nation. The spirit claimed that this murder was necessary 
so the Nephites would not dwindle in unbelief. But the 

 Nowhere in 1 Nephi 3–4 does Nephi pray to God for guidance after 404

leaving his father’s tent. Instead, in 1 Nephi 3:11, he and his brothers 
cast lots to decide who should approach Laban—relying on chance 
rather than revelation. Nephi then follows his own plan (1 Nephi 3:15–
16), and later claims to follow “the Spirit” (1 Nephi 4:6), but never tests 
the spirit (1 John 4:1), asks for discernment, or seeks confirmation from 
God. After the murder of Laban and kidnapping of Zoram, Nephi shows 
no remorse, grief, or hesitation. The spirit never withdraws. God never 
intervenes. The mission is presented as a triumph, one marked by 
murder, theft, deception, and spiritual coercion, all obediently 
executed under the untested voice of a spirit.
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prophecy was a lie. The spirit intentionally lied and Nephi 
was deceived.  405

Because the Nephites did dwindle.  They did fall. They 406

were completely destroyed in disbelief. The end of the 
Book of Mormon makes this clear;  

“And it came to pass that when three hundred and 
twenty years had passed away… the more wicked part of 
the Nephites were destroyed.” (4 Nephi 1:45). “And the 
Lamanites did hunt the seed of Nephi until they were 
destroyed.” (Mormon 8:2). “O ye fair ones, how could ye 
have departed from the ways of the Lord! O ye fair sons and 
daughters… ye are fallen.” (Mormon 6:19).  

The murder of Laban didn’t preserve faith. The theft of 
the plates didn’t prevent apostasy.  The nation still fell. 407

The Nephites dwindled and perished. The prophecy 

 Words of Mormon 1:7, The Book of Mormon — “the Lord knoweth all 405

things which are to come.” 
If the spirit that spoke to Nephi were truly the Holy Spirit, it would 

have known the Nephites would be utterly destroyed in unbelief. It 
would not have justified murder to preserve a future it knew would 
never exist. The spirit lied. That lie exposes it as an imposter.

  4 Nephi 1:45, The Book of Mormon406

 Mormon 8:2, The Book of Mormon 407

“The Lamanites did hunt the seed of Nephi until they were destroyed.”
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failed.  The Mormon Holy Spirit promised one thing and 408

delivered the opposite. It commanded murder, lies, 
deception, robbery and kidnapping with a prophecy that 
was a complete lie.   409

The spirit directed murder to protect a future it knew 
would never come. That’s not foresight or prophecy. That’s 
fraud. 

At this point, the deception should be obvious. The logic 
is satanic. The prophecy is false. The fruit is lies, deception 
and murder. And yet… Mormons defend it. Why? The 
reason is simple, and Jesus Christ Himself warned us of this 
in John 8:44. 

“You are of your father the devil… He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth… 
When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a 
liar and the father of lies.” ( John 8:44).  

A spirit that commands murder, speaks in the logic of 
Caiaphas, lies about the future, and wears the name of God 
is not holy. It is not divine. It is not good. It is the voice of 

 Mormon 6:19, The Book of Mormon 408

“O ye fair ones, how could ye have departed from the ways of the Lord! 
O ye fair sons and daughters… ye are fallen.”

 Mormon 8:2, The Book of Mormon409
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hell in a robe of light. The Book of Mormon doesn’t just 
canonize deception—it canonizes blasphemy. It takes the 
name of the Holy Spirit and pins it to a lying, deceptive and 
murderous demon. 

And then it demands obedience to it.  410

This blasphemy is not a mistake. The evil, lies, deception 
and murder attributed to the Mormon Holy Spirit is not an 
innocent narrative device. By the Mormon Church’s own 
accounts the Book of Mormon was put to paper in 1827. 
Whether or not you believe it was crafted by Joseph or 
translated from reformed Egyptian on gold plates via the 
seer stone, or sent directly from Satan, the fact remains 
that it was deliberately put to paper in 1827 and then 
published in 1830.  

What this means is that the language, the construct itself 
is deliberate. It was not an accident. It was engineered as 
the theological foundation of an entire religion. The first 
commandment it offers is not love. It is not mercy. It is not 
grace. It is murder, lying, deception, and theft, justified by 
the very logic and words of the man who orchestrated the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Caiaphas. 30 CE. 

 Moroni 10:4, The Book of Mormon410
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He was not fulfilling prophecy nor prophesying. He was 
copying it and mocking it. Isaiah 53 foretold a suffering 
servant led like a lamb to the slaughter, yet Caiaphas 
twisted that very image into a rationale for execution. “It is 
better that one man perish…”, not for righteousness, but to 
preserve power, to protect wealth, to keep control. 

And nearly two thousand years later, that same logic 
reappears. Dressed in divine language. Wearing the name 
of Jesus. Serving the same purpose. 

A counterfeit gospel built on the words of Christ’s killer. 

The problem is that the Book of Mormon clearly 
communicates to the reader that this malevolence is the 
nature of the Mormon Holy Spirit; a liar, deceiver, murderer 
and thief, when it deems necessary, even when the logic 
itself is a lie.   411

But the Book of Mormon doesn’t stop at just describing 
the spirit. Put to paper in 1827 and delivered to readers in 
1830, it presents this spirit as the Mormon holy ghost—the 
third member of the Godhead. Which means this isn’t just 

 According to LDS doctrine, the voice that instructs Nephi in 1 Nephi 4 411

is the Holy Ghost, the third member of the Godhead. See “Holy Ghost,” 
Guide to the Scriptures, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/gs/holy-ghost
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about Nephi. It’s about the Mormon god himself. The voice 
in 1 Nephi 4 isn’t merely a character. It is a doctrinal claim 
about what the Mormon god’s Spirit is like. What he sounds 
like. What he might command. What he considers good. 
And if this voice is to be believed, then the Mormon holy 
spirit is an entity who can kill when necessary, lie when 
strategic, deceive when useful, and fail in prophecy without 
apology. 

This isn’t a theological wrinkle. It’s a spiritual trap. 
Because if that voice is holy, then murder can be 
obedience. Theft can be righteousness. Lying and 
deception can be divine strategy. And you, as a believer, are 
expected to silence your conscience and obey without 
hesitation. That’s not submission to God. That’s surrender 
to something darker. Something calculating. Something 
willing to wear the mask of light to achieve its ends. 

And Joseph Smith confirmed this very theology in his 
own words. 

As we covered earlier in the book, in April 1842, while 
trying to spiritually seduce Nancy Rigdon, he wrote what 
has become known as the “Happiness Letter.” In it, he 
explained: 
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“That which is wrong under one circumstance, may be, 
and often is, right under another. God said, ‘Thou shalt not 
kill’—at another time He said, ‘Thou shalt utterly destroy.’ 
This is the principle on which the government of heaven is 
conducted—by revelation adapted to the circumstances in 
which the children of the kingdom are placed. Whatever 
God requires is right, no matter what it is.” 

That’s not a justification. 
That’s a theological blank check. 
It’s the codification of moral relativism in the name of 

revelation. 

If God commands murder, it’s moral. 
If God commands deception, it’s holy. 
If God commands polygamy, coercion, kidnapping, 

lying, theft, it’s obedience. 
This is not the gospel. It is not holiness. 
It is the religion of Nephi’s malevolent spirit, and Joseph 

Smith preached it as divine law. 

And here is the true blasphemy: not just that this spirit 
exists, but that Mormonism teaches you to call it the Holy 
Spirit. That when it contradicts Christ, you should choose 
it. That when it demand blood, you should spill it. That 
when it whispers a lie, you should defend it. The Nephi 
story doesn’t just corrupt doctrine. It rewires obedience 
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itself. And it ensures that the first time a voice asks you to 
betray your conscience, you’ll remember that the Book of 
Mormon calls that faith. 

This isn’t ancient obedience. It’s a demonic blueprint. A 
spiritual override system dressed as scripture. 

And the moment you call the spirit that lied, murdered, 
and deceived “holy”— 

—you’re not worshiping God. 

You’re defending the spirit that killed Him. 

And willfully participating in the one unforgivable sin. 

Modern Amplification: The Cloaked Continuity 

In 2024, a Latter-day Saint named Tyler Robinson  was 412

charged with murder. His justification echoed the 

 Bosman, Julie and Campbell Robertson, "Who is Tyler Robinson, 412

alleged killer of Charlie Kirk?" Yahoo News Singapore (via AFP), 
September 13, 2025, https://sg.news.yahoo.com/tyler-robinson-alleged-
killer-charlie-170041344.html  
Neighbors confirmed Robinson's family were members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and he was raised in a devout Mormon 
household in Washington, Utah. 
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foundational logic of Mormon obedience when he stated; 
"Some hatred cannot be negotiated out.”  413

The structure is identical to 1 Nephi 4:13: 

• Identify an unsolvable problem (hatred that cannot be 
negotiated) 
• Declare violence necessary (so I killed him) 
• Frame it as moral clarity (some things must be 
eliminated) 

Robinson made this statement to his roommate after the 
killing, explaining why he had murdered Kirk—the same 
utilitarian logic structure used to justify evil as necessary. 

The media never mentioned his faith. 

Instead, major outlets framed him as a political radical. 
President Donald Trump, speaking at a posthumous 
ceremony for conservative activist Charlie Kirk—
assassinated at Utah Valley University—condemned what he 

 "Charlie Kirk shooting: Tyler Robinson's messages and charges 413

against him," Al Jazeera, September 17, 2025, https://
www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/17/charlie-kirk-shooting-tyler-
robinsons-messages-and-charges-against-him
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called "the Devil's ideology" of left-wing violence.  He 414

praised Kirk as a "true American hero" and warned that 
radicals "know their ideas are failing." 

The irony was complete. 

A Mormon man used reasoning lifted directly from the 
Book of Mormon's founding obedience narrative—murder 
justified by necessity, conscience overcome by utilitarian 
logic—and the culture called it politics. The president 
invoked the Devil while never examining the theology that 
produced the killer. The same logic condemned as 
"demonic" when it bore fruit was protected when traced 
back to its scriptural root. 

This is not coincidence. This is pattern. 

What began as blasphemy in 1 Nephi 4 has 
metastasized into cultural ideology. 

 The voice that commanded Nephi to kill Laban—using 
Caiaphas's words, offering false prophecy, demanding 
obedience without testing—has not stopped speaking. It 

 Creitz, Charlie, "Trump hammers rise in left-wing political violence 414

in Charlie Kirk remarks: 'Devil's ideology,'" Fox News, October 14, 2025, 
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-hammers-rise-left-wing-
political-violence-charlie-kirk-remarks-devils-ideology
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simply changed costumes. Yesterday it wore revelation. 
Today it wears patriotism, civic duty, masculine strength. 

But the script remains the same: 
• One must die so many may live 
• Violence becomes virtue when framed as necessity 
• Conscience must be overcome 
• The end justifies the means 

By concealing Robinson's religious identity and 
reframing the murder as partisan warfare, conservative 
media shielded the real question: What theology produces 
this reasoning? 

The answer: Mormon scripture. Specifically, the story 
that teaches believers the Holy Spirit might command 
murder if the cause is righteous. The narrative that 
presents conscience against killing as weakness to be 
overcome. The founding myth that rewards obedience to a 
voice that speaks with Caiaphas's logic. 

This is the fruit of calling evil good. 

When you canonize a story where murder, lies, 
deception, and false prophecy are presented as holy 
obedience, you don't just corrupt doctrine. You create a 
framework that produces exactly this: believers who 
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internalize the logic, never quote the scripture, and act on 
the embedded permission structure. 

Robinson didn't need to cite 1 Nephi 4:13. He absorbed it. 
He lived it. He became Nephi—identifying a threat, 
declaring it unsolvable, and eliminating it in the name of a 
greater good. 

And when he did, the culture that had protected the 
theology rushed to condemn the theology's fruit—while still 
refusing to name its source. 

The voice that lied to Nephi is still lying. 

It told Nephi that murder would save a nation. The 
nation was destroyed anyway. 

It told Robinson that some hatred cannot be negotiated 
out. He killed. The hatred remains. 

The prophecy always fails. The blood is always real. And 
the spirit behind it—the one that wears the name of the 
Holy Spirit while speaking Caiaphas's words—continues to 
demand obedience. 

This isn't ancient history. This is now. 
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The Book of Mormon didn't just record blasphemy. It is 
actively training people to believe it, commit it and 
propagate it worldwide.  

And until the church that canonizes 1 Nephi 4 confronts 
what it has called holy, the pattern will repeat. The spirit 
will keep speaking. And men like Tyler Robinson will keep 
listening. 

Because when you teach people that the Holy Spirit 
might command evil "when necessary," you shouldn't be 
surprised when they believe you. 
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Chapter 5 
THE FINAL NAIL  

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God…” 

— 1 John 4:1 

Moroni 10:4, the Spirit of the Burning, and the 
Possession by Consent 

This is the final phase of the attack. Not deception by 
force—but infection by invitation and consent.  

The voice of the demon has already spoken and 
masqueraded as Jesus Christ in 3 Nephi 9. In 1 Nephi 4, it 
has already lied, ordered murder, enabled robbery and 
kidnapping with deception and the necromantic emulation 
of a murdered man’s appearance, knowledge and voice 
with complete disregard for the innocent. The anesthetic 
has done its job. The believers’ conscience has been 
numbed. The parasite has entered the mind, body and 
soul.  

And now, it kneels beside the reader and whispers: 
“Ask God for a sign … if these things are not true.” 

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 288



This is Moroni 10:4, the spiritual zero-day exploit. A 
soul-level trap, embedded in the final lines of a sacred-
sounding script, inviting the reader not to test the content, 
but to test their own emotions. If it feels good, it’s true. If it 
burns, it’s divine. But that’s not a test. That’s the delivery 
system. That’s how the parasite takes root. Once it feels 
holy, the mind lowers its defenses and the spirit of 
deception is free to install itself in the heart without 
resistance. 

The verse reads: “If ye shall ask with a sincere heart, 
with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the 
truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.”  

What looks like a harmless prayer is actually a surgical 
swap. In the New Testament, James tells us: “If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God” ( James 1:5). But Moroni 
10:4 doesn’t tell you to ask for wisdom. It tells you to ask for 
a sign. One word replaced, and the entire gospel inverts. 
What James framed as a pathway to discernment, Moroni 
reframes as a demand for proof. That is not revelation. That 
is a rigged test. 

On the surface, it sounds like a harmless prayer aligned 
with James 1:5. But the deeper structure is surgical. You are 
being asked to approach the Mormon ‘Holy Ghost’—the 
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same spirit who, as already shown in this very book, has 
given false prophecy, lied, murdered, deceived, and spoken 
with the logic of Satan and Caiaphas, the very man who 
condemned Jesus Christ, captured Him and handed Him to 
the Romans —and ask it to testify of its own authenticity. 415

Then, the spirit will respond with a “manifested” sign. A 
burning in the bosom.  A swelling in the chest. A 416

paranormal confirmation of the subjective, emotional kind. 

 The Book of Mormon confirms the complete destruction of the 415

Nephite nation, directly contradicting the spirit’s justification in 1 Nephi 
4:13. Moroni declares: “The Nephites who had escaped into the south 
countries… were hunted by the Lamanites, until they were all 
destroyed” (Mormon 8:2). Mormon himself mourns: “O ye fair ones… 
ye are fallen, and I mourn your loss… Behold, ye are gone, and my 
sorrows cannot bring your return” (Mormon 6:17–20). These verses 
expose the spirit’s prophecy—that the nation would be preserved—as a 
lie.

 Doctrine and Covenants 9:8 introduces the “burning in the bosom” 416

as the core mechanism of spiritual confirmation in Mormonism: 
“But, behold, I say unto you, that you must study it out in your 

mind; then you must ask me if it be right, and if it is right I will cause 
that your bosom shall burn within you; therefore, you shall feel that it 
is right.” 

This feeling is treated not just as personal reassurance but as divine 
evidence. This stands in stark contrast to 1 John 4:1, which commands 
believers to test the spirits—not merely feel them. The LDS system 
replaces verification with sensation, creating a framework where 
emotion becomes evidence and feeling becomes final.
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And the moment you accept that feeling as divine, you are 
no longer testing the spirit. You are agreeing to it. 

Notice the precision. The counterfeit doesn’t throw out 
James 1:5, it hijacks it. Where James said “ask for wisdom,” 
Moroni says “ask for a sign.” It looks like scripture, it feels 
like faith, but it’s a swap so subtle most never see it. This is 
satanic wordplay, the exact method of Eden, where one 
word twisted turned “you shall surely die” into “you shall 
not surely die.” 

The Book of Mormon repeats the same pattern: one 
word inverted, the meaning reversed, the gospel corrupted. 
Wisdom becomes signs. Discernment becomes demand. 
Faith becomes a burning feeling. And the moment you call 
that counterfeit “Holy,” you’ve consented to the parasite. 

That’s not clumsy doctrine. That’s precision 
engineering. A worm with genius, crafting a gospel that 
looks biblical on the surface but carries poison in its core. 

This verse is spiritual chloroform, the final dose of 
sedation. It does not awaken discernment, it silences it. It 
does not test the spirit, it bypasses it. The burn is not a 
sign. It is an override. A warm, numbing override that 
disarms the moral immune system of the soul. And once it 
feels true, you stop asking whether it actually is. 
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This is not revelation. It is anesthesia. And the moment 
it feels like love, trust is transferred and discernment is 
disabled. What began as curiosity ends in emotional 
consent. 

This is not discernment. This is not spiritual hunger. 
This is a ritual of spiritual exposure, the religious 
equivalent of placing your hands on a Ouija board, fully 
aware that the entity on the other side is a liar, murderer, 
and thief, yet still asking it to manifest the truth of 
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something that is arguably filled with falsehoods but strictly 
speaking made of fantasy and fiction.   417

And once the spirit responds, you are told the 
experience is sacred. Final. Unquestionable. The feeling 
becomes your foundation. And the voice that gave it 
becomes your master. 

 See also: 417

•  The Book of Mormon and the Myth of the Lost Tribes: DNA studies 
have conclusively demonstrated that Native American populations are 
of Asian, not Middle Eastern descent, directly contradicting the Book of 
Mormon’s foundational claim that Israelites colonized the Americas 
(see: Smithsonian Institution’s 2004 statement on the Book of Mormon 
and genetics). 
• Anachronisms in the Book of Mormon: Numerous references to 
horses, steel, wheat, and other Old World items that did not exist in 
pre-Columbian America prove the text is not ancient but reflective of 
19th-century misunderstandings. 
• The Kinderhook Plates incident (1843): Joseph Smith claimed to 
translate fabricated plates created to test him—demonstrating that his 
claimed “gift of translation” could be fooled by a hoax. 
• No archaeological evidence: Unlike the Bible, which is supported by 

thousands of verified archaeological sites, not a single location 
mentioned in the Book of Mormon has been archaeologically 
validated. 

Taken together, these facts classify the Book of Mormon not as 
misunderstood scripture—but as a demonstrable work of fiction, rooted 
in 19th-century ideas and falsely attributed to ancient revelation.
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By the time the warmth settles in your chest, the exploit 
has already been installed. You didn’t just pray. You clicked 
“Accept” on a spiritual malware agreement. And what 
entered wasn’t truth. It wasn’t peace. It was a foreign spirit 
disguised as revelation. 

The reader thinks they’ve had an encounter with God. 
But what they’ve actually done is surrender moral 
authority to a counterfeit voice. The parasite has rooted 
itself. And now, every contradiction, every lie, every 
command to ignore Jesus Christ can be excused, because it 
feels true. 

This is not communication. 
It is initiation. 

This is why Jesus Christ says over and over to not tempt 
God to show you a sign, reiterating his victory over Satan in 
the desert where he said, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God.”  He says this in Matthew 4:7, He repeats it again 418

in Matthew 12, “An evil and adulterous generation seeketh 
after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the 
sign of the prophet Jonas.”   419

 Matthew 4:7418

 Matthew 12:39-40 (KJV)419
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Again He speaks the same principal in Matthew 16 when 
a sign is being demanded of Him, “A wicked and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be 
given unto it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas.”  And 420

again in Mark 8 the Lord Jesus Christ says to seekers of 
signs, “And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why 
doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say unto you, 
There shall no sign be given unto this generation.”   421

In Luke He is quoted again saying, “This is an evil 
generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no sign be 
given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet.”  422

Jesus Christ, using this rationale, defeated Satan: thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. Whenever a “sign” was 
demanded of Him, he followed the same patterns. First he 
would rebuke the individuals demanding the sign. “They 
said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that 
we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work?”   He 423

would absolutely refuse to play their games, rebuke them 
and always pointed to His impending resurrection as the 
only valid sign that would ever be given. He would then 

 Matthew 16:1-4 (KJV)420

 Mark 8:11-13 (KJV)421

 Luke 11:29-32 (KJV)422

 John 6:30-36 (KJV)423

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 295



leave or turn the tables confronting their disbelief despite 
all the works they had already seen.  

“Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign 
shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? 

Jesus answered… Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up.”  424

Contrast this now with The Book of Mormon, Moroni 
10:4, “Ask God… if these things are not true… he will 
manifest the truth… by the power of the Holy Ghost.”  425

That’s not faith. That’s asking for a personalized spiritual 
sign—after you’ve already been introduced to a lying, 
murderous spirit in 1 Nephi 4. 

Jesus said don’t do it. 
The Book of Mormon says do it. 
That’s not just disagreement. 
That’s war. 

This is the same trap Satan set for Jesus in the 
wilderness. In Luke 4:6–7, he offers Him all the kingdoms of 
the world in exchange for worship. He doesn’t hide the 
price. He names it. And Jesus refuses. But the spirit behind 

 John 2:18-21 (KJV)424

 Moroni 10:4, The Book of Mormon425
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Moroni 10:4 repackages that same offer—not with kingdoms 
and power, but with golden plates, a seer stone and a 
burning in the bosom—and millions say yes. Because the 
ask isn’t for discernment. It’s for submission. And the 
feeling isn’t the reward. It’s the leash. 

And Jesus already warned you, again and again. But the 
spirit behind The Book of Mormon insists it’s imperative: 
“And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you 
that ye would ask God…”  And just like the temptations of 426

Satan where Jesus was challenge to prove His faith in God 
that He would be saved, this evil spirit in Moroni 10:4 gives 
the exact same temptation, “…if ye shall ask with a sincere 
heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ…”  Sadly to 427

say it reflects with perfect cadence the temptation model 

 Moroni 10:4, The Book of Mormon 426

The sequence of Moroni 10:4 mimics the second temptation of Christ in 
Matthew 4:6, where Satan challenges Jesus to throw Himself off the 
temple to force a divine sign. Jesus rebukes the dare: “Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God.” 

But in the Book of Mormon, the reader is asked to do the exact 
opposite: to throw themselves into the spiritual void and ask the spirit 
to prove itself through feeling. It’s not discernment—it’s submission. 
And that submission, once sealed with warmth, becomes a binding 
spiritual agreement: a possession by consent.

 Moroni 10:4, The Book of Mormon427
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from Satan to Jesus in the desert, “If thou be the Son of 
God, cast thyself down: for it is written…”  428

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 
to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world.”  But Mormonism does not 429

test the spirit. It asks it to testify of itself. It demands 
sincerity, but demands you surrender discernment. The 
system is engineered to bypass the brain, silence the 
conscience, and hand your soul to a presence that can be 
felt but never questioned. And from that moment forward, 
doubt is not just discouraged. It is criminalized. 

Because the true genius of the trap comes after the 
burning. 

Once you have felt the confirmation, you are told a 
bastardized version of Jesus Christ’s definition of 
blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, that to ever walk away from 
that feeling is to commit the one unforgivable sin. Not 

 Matthew 4:6 (KJV)428

 1 John 4:1 (KJV)429
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murder. Not betrayal. Not deception. But denying the 
feeling you once accepted as divine.   430

Yes, Mormonism flips the teaching of Jesus on its head. 
“Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” (Mark 3:29). In 
Christ’s Gospel, blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is to attribute 
the work of God to Satan—to call light darkness, or call the 
works of Satan the works of God. Mormonism inverts 
Christ’s teaching: the unforgivable sin isn’t calling God’s 
work evil—it’s calling a lie what once felt true. 

This is how the system stays sealed. 

 President Joseph F. Smith explained the LDS view of the 430

unpardonable sin as follows: 
“The unpardonable sin is to willfully deny and defy the Holy Ghost 

after having received His witness… No man can sin against light until he 
has it… but when a man turns away from the truth… and says in his 
heart, ‘It is not true,’ and abides in that denial…, he commits the 
unpardonable sin.” 
( Joseph F. Smith, Gospel Doctrine, 5th edition, Deseret Book, 1939, p. 
545.) 

In this model, the unforgivable sin becomes not attributing God’s work 
to Satan (as Jesus taught in Mark 3:29), but doubting the subjective 
feeling one was once told was from God. This is a theological inversion
—where questioning a spirit becomes the greatest crime, even if that 
spirit contradicts Christ.
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You are asked to invite a spirit, whose malevolent 
character is plainly and clearly recorded in the book. 

You are told it will speak through emotion. 
You are commanded to accept the feeling as truth. 
And if you ever walk away from it, you are warned that 

you will be cast off eternally. 

This is not conviction. 
This is possession—by consent. 

Biblically, the Spirit convicts through truth ( Jn 16:13); it 
does not override conscience by demanding prior 
submission to an untested voice. And it doesn’t come with 
terror. That would be too obvious. The objective isn’t 
torment, it’s pacification. To convince the host that nothing 
is wrong. That the burning is holy. That the confidence is 
proof. That their testimony is unshakable because it feels 
true. This isn’t high-grade possession. It’s low-grade, long-
term, self-regulating spiritual control, a beautiful inverted 
peace with a black hook buried inside. Because if the soul is 
the ultimate prize, Satan’s path to victory isn’t through fear. 
It’s through comfort.   431

The Mormon church is built on this model. It appears 
wholesome. Clean. Purposeful. Full of smiling missionaries 

 “And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 431

light.” —2 Corinthians 11:14 (KJV)
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and close-knit families and Sunday sermons about service 
and integrity.  

It is the spiritual equivalent of a free-range ecosystem—a 
beautiful rolling pasture on the front end, where the 
chickens are fed, socialized, and conditioned to love and 
trust the hand that leads them. But on the back end, behind 
the veil, is a soul-processing unit, operating under the 
model of complicit adherence to the one unforgivable sin 
and the spiritual “sign” that you are given. And the one 
thing you must never do, under threat of eternal loss, is try 
to leave the system after you have once received your 
“testimony.” 

In the protein industry, free-range slaughterhouses are 
marketed as clean, humane, and ethical precisely because 
consumers want clean meat—meat from animals that 
appear healthy, happy, and ethically raised. It’s appealing, 
comforting, and morally reassuring. But the end is exactly 
the same: the animal is slaughtered. 

In the spiritual parallel: 
• “Free-range” values (family-centered communities, 

clean living, ethical behavior, discipline, morality) are 
attractive and reassuring. 
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• They attract precisely the type of sincere, spiritually 
committed individuals who seek ethical purity and 
goodness. 

• Yet behind that attractive, morally reassuring front lies 
spiritual slaughter—because the ultimate goal of the 
deception isn’t corrupt or compromised souls. Clean souls 
are the real prize—because the purer the soul, the sweeter 
the meat. The victory of corrupting them more complete, 
and the resulting damage irreversible. 

This tactic—attracting “clean meat”—is precisely how 
spiritual deception achieves maximum effectiveness. Satan 
doesn’t want compromised, spiritually confused evil souls; 
he seeks tasty, sincere, fully committed believers of Jesus 
Christ to become entangled in irredeemable spiritual ruin, 
sealed by the sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 

This aligns with the insight of C.S. Lewis in The 
Screwtape Letters, where Screwtape observes: “The safest 
road to Hell is the gradual one—the gentle slope, soft 
underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, 
without signposts.” The most effective spiritual deception 
isn’t blatant evil or obvious immorality, but something that 
seems pure, clean, and righteous. 

Lewis illustrates that: 
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• Clean values, good intentions, sincerity, purity of heart
—all these qualities produce “clean souls,” precisely what 
Screwtape calls the most desirable spiritual prey. 

• This deception leads people gently, comfortably, and 
confidently into spiritual ruin. 

• Once entangled, they commit the one unforgivable sin
—blasphemy against the Holy Spirit—thus securing 
irreversible spiritual damage. 

The C.S. Lewis story illustrates that  

The clean souls vs. polluted water metaphor aligns 
perfectly with this analysis, making vivid why this 
deception is not just dangerous but devastatingly effective—
especially among sincere, morally committed people. 

The pattern is clear: 
1.  Start with GOOD people — Satan’s ideal target is 

morally upright, spiritually earnest individuals. 

2.  Introduce a CORRUPTED gospel that sounds good — 
Reverse moral truths. Call good “evil” and evil “good.” 
Attribute Satan’s works to God and God’s to Satan—this is 
biblical blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
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3.  Use MONEY, POWER, and SEX as rewards to numb 
discernment and anchor the individual— Not inherently 
evil, but extremely effective when detached from God’s 
moral framework. 

Result: 
Good people, convinced they are doing God’s will, 

unknowingly and happily participate in their own spiritual 
destruction. 

This is why the Mormon model is so effective: 
• Power & Authority — Claimed exclusive priesthood 
authority.  432

• Sex — D&C 132’s spiritualized coercion.  433

• Money — Jacob 2:18–19’s promise of prosperity as 
righteousness.  434

Each element manipulates basic human drives while 
preserving the illusion of moral and spiritual integrity. 

 Doctrine and Covenant 1:30432

 Doctrine and Covenants 132433

 Jacob 2:18-19, the Book of Mormon434
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And that’s the deception: not that Mormonism looks bad
—but that it looks so convincingly good, clean, and 
righteous. Just like the free-range pasture. 

You are no longer just part of a religion. You are part of a 
cycle of spiritual captivity, bound not by reason, but by a 
burning. Sealed not by truth, but by terror. And possessed 
not by the Spirit of God, but by the one who asked to be 
trusted without ever being tested. 

Even the Book of Mormon hides this spiritual blueprint 
in plain sight—an Easter egg for those with eyes to see. 
Zoram, the servant of Laban, was not converted. He was 
kidnapped. Nephi lied, impersonated with the power of 
necromancy the man he murdered, and when Zoram 
realized the truth, he tried to flee. But Nephi “held him 
fast,” and gave him a choice to join them or die. Zoram was 
spiritually and physically bound into the system by force, 
fear, and false assurances.  435

 1 Nephi 4:18–37. After slaying Laban and donning his clothes, Nephi 435

impersonates him to deceive Zoram. When Zoram realizes Nephi is not 
Laban, Nephi seizes him: “I held him fast, that he should not flee.” 
Nephi then “made an oath unto him that he need not fear,” leading 
Zoram to “take courage” and join them. No moment of divine 
conversion occurs—only fear, coercion, and false identity.
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And his descendants? The Zoramites.  A cursed, 436

confused, dissident people whose fate echoes the trauma of 
their origin. The metaphor is unmistakable: once you are 
claimed by the system, even against your will, it rewrites 
your story, renames your captor as prophet, and trains 
your children to defend the very spirit that enslaved you. 

This is not an accident. 
It is the model. 

The Fruit of Possession: Case Studies in the Burning 

Ideas become systems. 
Systems become spirits. 
And spirits bear fruit, in people. 

Moroni 10:4 is not theoretical. It is not speculative 
theology. It has been recited billions of times in the mouths 
of millions, handed out on doorsteps, and whispered by 
missionaries into quiet moments of human vulnerability. 
And behind that whisper is a spirit, not the Spirit of God, 
but a spirit that offers emotion in place of truth, and fear in 

 1 Nephi 4:31–37 and Alma 31:1–3. The Zoramites, descendants of 436

Zoram, are described as having “fallen into great errors,” building a 
perverse religion around exclusivity and pride. The link between their 
confused theology and their coerced spiritual origin echoes the trauma 
of forced assimilation and identity distortion.
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place of freedom. Once that spirit is received, once it is 
agreed with, it takes root, and the fruit it produces is as 
consistent as it is tragic as explained in 2 Nephi 28:21. 
 
21 And others will he pacify, and lull them away into carnal 
security, that they will say: All is well in Zion; yea, Zion 
prospereth, all is well—and thus the devil cheateth their souls, 
and leadeth them away carefully down to hell. 

You’ve seen it. The young woman who beams with 
confidence that her “burning in the bosom” is proof, even 
when shown that the same spirit speaks the words of 
Caiaphas and justifies deception, murder and lies. She 
smiles and says, “I just know it’s true.” The feeling trumps 
all. Her soul no longer asks questions. It only clings to heat. 

The older man, a lifetime member, who says he agrees 
that 3 Nephi 9 is disturbing, but shrugs and says, “God’s 
ways are higher than ours.” He no longer thinks. He fully 
submits to contradiction. The spirit has trained him to 
believe that moral discomfort is disobedience, and 
intellectual honesty is rebellion. 

The influencer who weaponizes the very concept of the 
unforgivable sin, and warns her audience that to walk away 
from the burning is to “deny the Holy Ghost” and risk 
eternal separation from God. She doesn’t realize the spirit 
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she defends speaks with the voice of Christ’s murderer—and 
laughs with Satan. She calls it the Spirit, and threatens 
eternal damnation to anyone who dares disagree.  

The teenage missionary who is shown the scriptures, 
shown the contradictions, shown the fraud, and says 
nothing. Just: “God told me it’s true.” His mind is gone. His 
soul is trained. The lying spirit has done its work. 

And perhaps most terrifying of all is the ex-Mormon who 
got out, but came back. They saw the cracks. They felt the 
lie. But then came the whisper, the voice of fear dressed as 
reverence, spoken by Satan himself in the Mormon temple: 
“If you do not walk up to every covenant made in this 
temple, you will be in my power.” And so they returned, 
not in peace, but in fear and panic. Not in truth, but in 
terror. And the spirit they submitted to the second time was 
worse than the first. 

Jesus warned us exactly how this works: “Then it goes 
and brings with it seven other spirits more wicked than 
itself… and the last state of that person is worse than the 
first.” (Matthew 12:45) 

This isn’t faith. It’s possession reinstalled, now called 
testimony. And what once was doubt is now militant 
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devotion, weaponized by fear, driven not by light, but by 
chains disguised as covenants. 

This is not theoretical. It is not cultural. It is not 
psychological. It is spiritual warfare, waged with fire that 
imitates peace, and fear that imitates reverence. 

Jesus said “By their fruit you will know them.” And the 
fruit of the spirit behind Moroni 10:4 is not freedom. It is 
fear. It is pride. It is silence. It is consent. And it is defended 
by those who have been taught that to question their 
feeling is to question God Himself. 

This isn’t a witness. It’s a worm. 

A counterfeit spirit has just rewritten your moral code—
and made you feel closer to God for surrendering your 
conscience. You think you’ve drawn nearer to heaven. But 
in reality, you’ve authorized the final override. 

That’s not revelation. 
That’s not confirmation. 
That’s possession by consent. 
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The spirit is not tested. It is invited. And once invited, 
the snare is set—beautiful, burning, and fatal.  437

 2 Nephi 28:21, The Book of Mormon, 21 And others will he pacify, and 437

lull them away into carnal security, that they will say: All is well in Zion; 
yea, Zion prospereth, all is well—and thus the devil cheateth their souls, 
and leadeth them away carefully down to hell.
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Chapter 6 
SPIRITUAL WARFARE AND THE BOOK 

OF MORMON 
“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
— John 8:32 

This book has not been a casual criticism. It has been a 
surgical exposure of a spiritual system, the Catch-666, built 
not on misunderstanding, but on intentional and strategic 
inversion of Jesus Christ in four coordinated moves. Across 
these four moves—Inversion, Redefinition, Exposure, and 
Sealing—the Book of Mormon walks the reader from moral 
awareness to spiritual captivity.  Each stage both reveals 
and reinforces the trap: first you betray conscience, then 
you are taught that conscience is rebellion, then you are 
shown the truth, and finally you consent to the deceiver in 
prayer. 

Step 1: Commit the Unforgivable Sin | 1 Nephi 4 
Nephi is persuaded to murder, deceive, and impersonate 
“under command of the Spirit,” redefining obedience as 
justification for sin. In that moment, the reader is trained to 
override the inner witness of the Spirit of Christ — to call 

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 311



evil good — committing the very inversion that Jesus 
identified as blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 

Step 2: Warp the definition of the Sin | Alma 39:5-6 

Alma performs a dual distortion.  

First, he redefines the unpardonable sin—from calling 
the works of God evil (the test of moral discernment taught 
by Jesus) to denying the Holy Spirit’s witness (a test of 
hierarchical obedience).  Truth is no longer measured by 
conscience, but by compliance. Second, he declares that 
“whosoever murdereth against the light and knowledge of 
God… it is not easy for him to obtain forgiveness.” 

By that very line, Nephi’s act in 1 Nephi 4 meets the 
definition of the unforgivable sin: he murdered against the 
light and knowledge of God while claiming divine sanction. 

Together, these two moves plant the satanic Easter egg 
at the center of the text.  The verse secretly admits Nephi’s 
damnation while simultaneously making disbelief the 
ultimate crime—turning moral awareness into rebellion and 
obedience into blindness.  It is the doctrinal firewall of the 
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trap: a system that confesses its own guilt, then punishes 
anyone who sees it.  438

 The Alma 39 Firewall: How Mormon Apologists Defend the 438

Indefensible 
When confronted with the contradiction between 1 Nephi 4 and Alma 
39 : 5–6, Latter-day Saint apologists typically employ one of three 
evasions: (1) dispensational exemption (“Nephi was under a special 
command”), (2) divine-command immunity (“If God said it, it wasn’t 
sin”), or (3) semantic dilution (“‘Not easy to obtain forgiveness’ doesn’t 
mean unforgivable”). 
Each fails inside the Book of Mormon’s own doctrinal frame. 
1. Dispensational Exemption → Moral Relativism. 
Alma’s phrase “murdereth against the light and knowledge of God” 
defines sin by awareness, not era. 
Nephi’s confession—“I shrunk and would that I might not slay him”—
proves that awareness.  By Alma’s metric, the act is unforgivable. 
2. Divine-Command Immunity → Counterfeit Spirit. 
Moroni 7 : 14–16 declares the Spirit of Christ is given to every person to 
know good from evil and that “the way to judge is as plain as daylight.” 
Any “Spirit” that demands the suppression of that light fails the test and 
identifies itself as counterfeit. 
3. Semantic Dilution → Self-Exposure. 
Alma parallels the denial of the Holy Ghost (unpardonable) with 
murder against light (functionally equivalent). 
To claim “not easy” means “forgivable” empties the warning of 
meaning. 
Thus the text plants its own satanic Easter egg: it quietly condemns 
Nephi by nameable criteria while re-coding disbelief as the greater sin. 
In doing so, it constructs the perfect doctrinal firewall—evil excused 
when commanded, doubt punished as rebellion—a system that protects 
deception from discernment.
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Step 3: Provide full transparency | Moroni 7:12-18 
Here the book exposes itself: “The Spirit of Christ is given 
to every man, that he may know good from evil… the way 
to judge is as plain as daylight.” Moroni declares that no one 
needs a prophet, angel, or book to discern good from evil—
the internal light is sufficient and universal. By that 
standard, the “Spirit” that told Nephi to kill was not holy 
but diabolic, and the reader who still defends it has judged 
evil to be of God, fulfilling the very warning Moroni gives. 

Step 4: Voluntary spiritual possession | Moroni 10:4 
After the warning has been given and the moral framework 
restored, the text commands the reader to ask the same 
spirit for confirmation of the book’s truth. That final act—
petitioning the deceiver for validation—transforms 
deception into voluntary submission, closing the snare with 
consent. 

Not on confusion, but on possession. We have proven 
that the Book of Mormon is not just false. It is a spiritual 
counterfeit, constructed with surgical precision, designed 
to replace the voice of Christ with the voice of another 
spirit. And like spiritual chloroform, it does not enter 
through terror. It sedates first, numbing discernment, 
overriding conscience, and opening the soul to a new 

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 314



presence without resistance. And it does so step by step, 
deception by deception, lie by lie, until the soul not only 
submits, but testifies. The conscience was dulled by 
emotion. The parasite entered disguised as peace. And the 
soul, sedated by the burn, calls the infection holy. 

Let us now summarize what has been uncovered in each 
chapter. 

Chapter 1: The Challenge 

We began with the challenge issued by Mormon 
prophets themselves: that the Book of Mormon is either the 
most important truth on earth, or the most dangerous 
fraud ever written.  We took them at their word and 439

accepted the test. And then we followed the evidence. 

Chapter 2: The Three Temptations 

 Ezra Taft Benson, The Book of Mormon—Keystone of Our Religion, 439

Ensign, November 1986. Benson states: “The Book of Mormon is the 
keystone in our witness of Jesus Christ, our doctrine, and our 
testimony. Just as the arch crumbles if the keystone is removed, so does 
all the Church stand or fall with the truthfulness of the Book of 
Mormon.”
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We showed how the Book of Mormon requires its 
followers to do what Jesus explicitly refused.  Where 440

Christ rejected the temptation to turn stones into bread, 
Mormonism was built on a seer stone turned into wealth, 
power, sexual access and religious empire. Where Christ 
refused to test God, Mormonism institutionalized sign-
seeking as doctrine. Where Christ refused to bow to Satan 
for earthly kingdoms, Mormon scripture canonized the 
pursuit of riches “for the intent to do good.” Mormonism 
doesn’t resist the three temptations of Christ. It embraces 
them. 

Chapter 3: The Mask Removed 

We unmasked the voice in 3 Nephi 9:2. A being claiming 
to be the resurrected Jesus Christ boasts of burning cities 
and the slaughter of children, then says that Satan is 

 Matthew 4:1–11. In His temptation, Jesus refuses to turn stones into 440

bread (v.3–4), to test God (v.6–7), and to bow to Satan for earthly power 
(v.8–10).
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laughing.  This is not the voice of the Lamb. It is the voice 441

of a demon impersonating Christ, speaking destruction 
after the resurrection, and receiving no rebuke from 
heaven. 

Chapter 4: Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit 

In 1 Nephi 4, we witness a collision between two voices: 
the Holy Spirit of Truth, which restrains Nephi with the 
words “Never have I shed blood,” and a lying, murderous 
spirit that overpowers that conscience with the logic of 
Caiaphas. “It is better that one man should perish than that 
a nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief.” 

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon. The Church of Jesus Christ of 441

Latter-day Saints. 
In this verse, the voice claims to be the resurrected Jesus and 

declares: “Behold, that great city Zarahemla have I burned with fire, 
and the inhabitants thereof.” It then lists additional cities—Moroni, 
Gilgal, Onihah, Mocum—each destroyed by fire, drowning, or 
earthquake. The climax of the passage comes when this being, 
speaking as Christ, says: “The devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice, 
because of the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my people.” This 
scene has no biblical parallel. Nowhere in the Gospels does the risen 
Christ boast of slaughter or speak while Satan laughs. The voice here is 
not the Lamb. It is a spirit of destruction claiming the name of Jesus—
and Mormonism canonizes it.
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Those are the same words—the same moral equation—
that Caiaphas, under Satan’s influence, used to justify the 
arrest, torture, and murder of Jesus Christ. 

Nephi’s hesitation proves he knew the act was wrong. 
His conscience bore the light of Christ within—the very light 
Moroni 7 calls “plain as the daylight from the dark night.” 
To override that light is to murder against the light and 
knowledge of God, the precise definition of the 
unpardonable sin Alma 39 describes. 

But the Book of Mormon inverts that moral law. It 
rebrands the logic of Caiaphas as the voice of the Holy 
Spirit.  It sanctifies the suppression of conscience as 442

obedience and exalts blasphemy as revelation. 

This is not theological error—it is spiritual inversion 
written as scripture: the moment when the story itself 
commits the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit that Jesus 
warned against, transforming the murder of conscience 
into an act of faith. 

 John 11:50. Caiaphas declares: “It is expedient for us, that one man 442

should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.” 
1 Nephi 4:13. The spirit commands Nephi: “It is better that one man 

should perish than that a nation should dwindle and perish in 
unbelief.” 
See also John 8:44, where Jesus describes Satan as a “murderer from 
the beginning” and “the father of lies.”
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The unforgivable sin—committed in narrative form, 
and put to paper in 1827, published in 1830. 

Chapter 5: Possession by Consent 

Finally, we examined Moroni 10:4—the ritual that seals 
the system. Mormonism tells you to ask if the Book of 
Mormon is true, but not through evidence or reason. 
Instead, you’re instructed to pray for a feeling. And the 
spirit that responds? It’s the same one revealed in 1 Nephi 
4: a spirit that commands murder, justifies lies, and 
impersonates the voice of God. 

Once you feel the burning, you’re told that’s the Holy 
Spirit—and warned never to question it again. To doubt the 
feeling is framed as rebellion. To reject it is framed as 
blasphemy. This is the inversion. In the Bible, blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit means attributing the work of God to 
Satan. In Mormonism, it’s the opposite: questioning a lying 
spirit who you once believed is labeled blasphemy. 

That’s not revelation. 
It’s a trap. A spiritual Catch-666. 
The soul is lured, initiated, confirmed—and then bound. 
Not by truth, but by terror wrapped in testimony. 
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It’s not faith. 
It’s spiritual captivity by consent— 
A low-grade possession disguised as peace, 
Locked in place by fear. 

⸻ 

The Verdict 

We accepted the challenge. We examined the book. And 
based on its own words, its spirit, its fruit, and its theology, 
we affirm with clarity and conviction: 

The Book of Mormon inverts the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

It invites its followers to participate in the very three 
temptations Christ resisted. 

It teaches them to blaspheme the Holy Spirit by 
attributing to Him the acts and logic of Satan. 

It trains them to defend a counterfeit Christ, while 
calling lies “revelation” and manipulation “faith.” 

And finally, after the soul has accepted a lying, 
murderous, deceptive spirit as the voice of the Holy Ghost, 
it opens a spiritual and psychological conduit, one that 
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allows that same spirit to seal fiction, fantasy, and 
falsehood as truth. 

First, it offered temptation. Then, it replaced truth with 
emotion. Finally, it demanded loyalty through fear. The 
result is not faith—but spiritual captivity, maintained by 
consent. This is not just false religion. It is weaponized 
spiritual warfare. And the only way out is to break the 
agreement and exorcise the malevolent spirit. 

⸻ 

How to Escape the Spirit of Mormonism 

Deliverance begins with truth—and ends with the Holy 
Spirit of Truth. You are not trapped. But you must act. 

Escaping the Mormon reality distortion field is both 
spiritual and practical. It is not enough to walk away 
silently. You must speak, break, and replace. The system is 
designed to remain in place unless dismantled 
intentionally. 
 
At the same time, leaving a high-control religion is also an 
emotional process. You may grieve, feel confused, or even 
feel anger. These reactions are normal. Give yourself 
permission to heal. Take care of your relationships and 
your mental health while you follow the steps below. 
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Here is the path to freedom: 

	 1. Call Out Every Lie—Mercilessly 

You must name the deceptions out loud. Lies thrive in 
silence. They are broken by defiance. Say it clearly and 
without apology: 

“The spirit I once called holy was a counterfeit. It lied to 
me.” 

Do not fear truth. Use it as a weapon against deception, 
but following the example of Jesus Christ never as a 
weapon against people still in it. Be merciless toward the 
lies, but compassionate toward those still believing, 
including your past self. This protects your own heart from 
bitterness, hate and anger. 

	 2. Repent and Ask for Forgiveness in the Name 
of Jesus Christ 

Not the Mormon Jesus. Not the spirit brother of Lucifer. 
Not the polygamist god of Kolob. 

But Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God who wept for 
sinners, died for all including His enemies, and rose again 
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to offer peace, forgiveness and eternal life, not death, fear 
and coercion. 

If you want to know who He is, open the Bible and read 
the Gospels. Then pray and speak the truth to Him: 

“Jesus, I didn’t know. I was deceived. Please forgive me. 
Cleanse me from false worship. I want to follow You alone.” 

This is between you and Him alone. Take your time; 
healing is a process. 

	 3. Remove the Book of Mormon and All 
Associated Materials From Your Life 

This isn’t rage. It’s spiritual quarantine. The spirit that 
authored that book still clings to it. Its influence is active, 
not dormant. 

Remove it from your home, phone, bookshelf, doctrine. 
Cleanse the altar. Dispose of the counterfeit scripture 

safely (Burning is a symbolic act and should only be done 
safely and legally. Disposing or giving away is equally valid.) 
Make no space for the parasite. 

If this feels overwhelming, do it gradually. Allow yourself 
to process the emotions attached to these objects. 
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	 4. Renounce the Spirit of Mormonism—Out Loud 
Say it with conviction, love, forgiveness and faith: 

You must break the agreement. 

Say it with full force and clarity: 

“In the name of Jesus Christ, I renounce the lying spirit 
behind the Book of Mormon. I break all agreements with it. 
It has no more claim on me, body, soul, or spirit.” 

Then remove your name from the Church registry. 
You do NOT need permission. 
You do NOT need an church interview. 
You do NOT need a lawyer unless you want one. 

You have the legal right to resign, effective immediately. 

Do it. And let it mark the end of the agreement. 

Take your time to prepare emotionally. If family 
relationships are at stake, plan your disclosure and 
resignation at a pace that protects your mental health and 
the love and protection of your family. 
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Send your resignation email using the following 
templates. 

Resigning is a legal act; it does not have to be done in anger. 
Choose the timing and method that protects your emotional 
wellbeing and your relationships. 

 
msr-confrec@churchofjesuschrist.org 
 
Subject: Membership Resignation 

 
      [Your Full Name] 

[Your Address] 
[City, State, ZIP] 
[Email Address] (optional) 
[Date] 

Member Records Department 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
50 East North Temple Street 
Salt Lake City, UT 84150 

Dear Member Records Department, 

This letter serves as my formal and final resignation 
from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
effective immediately. I hereby request that my name be 
permanently removed from all church records. 
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I understand the implications of this decision and have 
made it freely and with full awareness. I do not consent to 
any contact from local leaders or ecclesiastical authorities. 
No further interviews, visits, or counseling are needed or 
welcome. This resignation is my legal right and is to be 
honored and executed without delay or conditions. 

Please send me written confirmation once my name has 
been removed from church records. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
[Your Signature] 
[Your Printed Name] 

     [Your Membership # if available] 
	  

	 5. Invite the Real Holy Spirit to Take Its Place 

The true Holy Spirit is nothing like the manipulative 
spirit you once called holy. He doesn’t bribe. He doesn’t 
threaten. He doesn’t deceive. 

He frees. 
He convicts gently. 
He leads in truth to the gospel of Jesus Christ always. 
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Pray in your own words, or start with this: 

“Heavenly Father, with full faith in Jesus Christ and in 
Jesus Christ’s name, I invite the Holy Spirit of truth into my 
heart. I welcome You. Replace every false voice. Cleanse 
every counterfeit influence. Lead me into all truth.” 

	 6. Care for Your Mind, Heart & Relationships 

	 • Expect grief. Leaving a high-control religion can 
feel like bereavement. That’s normal. 

	 • Seek support. Consider talking with a therapist 
familiar with religious trauma (e.g. Secular Therapy Project, 
Mormon Mental Health Association). 

	 • Maintain healthy boundaries. Sharing your story 
can help others, but respect their agency. Not every friend 
or family member is ready to hear it. 

	 • Watch for bitterness. Freedom isn’t just rejecting 
Mormonism; it’s reclaiming your peace. Guard against 
becoming consumed by opposition. 

	 • Give yourself time. Healing is a lifelong journey, not 
a one-time event. 
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Remember true emotional and spiritual freedom is more 
than leaving; it’s healing. Professional support can help you 
build a new life on peace rather than trauma. 

	 7. (Optional but powerful) Testify and help free 
others.  

When you’re ready — speak. The lying, deceptive, 
murderous spirit of the Book of Mormon thrives on silence, 
shame, and isolation. Your voice can and will break chains. 
But do so from a place of facts, evidence, logic, faith, 
peace, not rage; from freedom, not obsession. 

Even if it’s just one person, rescue is worth it. But your 
own healing is worth it too. Move at your own pace. 

Final Declaration 

You are not crazy. 
You are not evil. 
You are not unworthy. 

You were deceived, by a highly intelligent, manipulative 
spirit that developed a complex scheme to mimic God and 
weaponize the one unforgivable sin for the purpose of 
stealing your soul. 
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But that spirit has a fatal weakness: 

It cannot survive the truth. 

So name it. 
Renounce it. 
Command it to leave your life, your home, your family. 

Do it in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Replace it with the Holy Spirit of Truth. 

And in that moment, the spirit flees. The spell breaks. 

Expose the lie. 
Name the spirit. 
And in the name of Jesus Christ— 

Break the spell and step into the light. 
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Chapter 7 
FORENSIC THEOLOGY 

FINGERPRINTS OF DARKNESS 
“For Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” 

— 2 Corinthians 11:14 

For those who have read every word of this book and 
still remain unconvinced, this final chapter is written for 
you. You’ve followed the argument. You’ve seen the 
scriptures. You’ve witnessed the step-by-step exposure of a 
system that mimics divinity while leading the believer to 
ultimately become a active participant in the 
weaponization of the one unforgivable sin, blasphemy of 
the Holy Spirit. And yet even now, something in you 
hesitates. Maybe it’s fear. Maybe it’s habit. Maybe it’s 
loyalty. Maybes it’s the ripples of possession by invitation 
and consent.  

But hesitation, at this point, cannot be sustained without 
willful blindness. Because now after reading this book, 
what lies behind you are not merely theological 
disagreements, they are the unmistakable fingerprints of 
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darkness—proof not of divine revelation, but of Easter eggs 
of spiritual inversion. 

Consider the first fingerprint of darkness. In 1 Nephi 4, 
two spirits wage war in Nephi's heart. The Holy Spirit of 
Truth warns his conscience against murder (1 Nephi 4:10). 
But a counterfeit spirit commands the opposite: "It is better 
that one man should perish than that a nation should 
dwindle and perish in unbelief" (1 Nephi 4:13). 

This is the very first major spiritual guidance in the Book 
of Mormon—and it establishes a devastating pattern: the 
"Holy Spirit" in this system operates by overriding 
conscience with murderous logic. Nowhere in the Bible 
does the Holy Spirit ever command murder, lying, 
deception, and malevolence. This is unprecedented in all of 
scripture. 

These are not heaven's words. They echo John 11:50, 
where Caiaphas—the high priest who orchestrated Christ's 
execution—used identical logic to rally the Pharisees to 
murder Jesus. The justification is the same: kill one to save 
many. Caiaphas hijacked Isaiah's prophecy to serve his 
ambition. Nephi, after failing to purchase the brass plates 
and facing the embarrassment of returning empty-handed, 
chose murder and theft—despite claiming proficiency in 
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record-keeping and the law of Moses, knowledge that could 
have recreated the records without bloodshed. 

Notice what this spirit doesn't do: it never identifies 
itself, gives credentials, or follows biblical patterns for 
divine encounters. It simply commands and expects 
obedience. 

Against this backdrop of failure and selfish ambition 
comes peak blasphemy—placing Christ's murderer's words 
directly in the Holy Spirit's mouth. The Book of Mormon 
commemorates the moment this satanic logic triumphed: 
"And now, when I, Nephi, had heard these words, I was 
constrained by the Spirit" (1 Nephi 4:14). The trigger was 
pulled. Nephi's conscience collapsed. The Holy Spirit of 
Truth was defeated by Caiaphas's voice. This reveals which 
spirit has true authority in the Book of Mormon system. 

What followed was a crime spree orchestrated by this 
"holy" spirit: murder, deception, theft, impersonation, and 
kidnapping of Zoram—all without prayer, repentance, or 
divine correction. But the impersonation reveals the most 
disturbing element: necromancy. After decapitating Laban 
in Jerusalem's back streets, Nephi—who had met Laban 
perhaps twice—suddenly possessed supernatural 
knowledge of the dead man's voice, mannerisms, and 
private information. He deceived Laban's closest confidants 
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in intimate quarters, perfectly mimicking a man whose 
blood was still pooling in the darkness behind him. 

This isn't divine revelation—it's occult power channeled 
through a fresh corpse. The "Holy Spirit" had granted Nephi 
necromantic abilities: speaking with the dead man's voice, 
knowing the dead man's secrets, wearing the dead man's 
identity like a spiritual mask. **What power source enables 
perfect impersonation of the recently murdered?** The 
answer should terrify any biblical believer. 

But this reveals the deeper purpose: satanic mockery. 
The spiritual author of this narrative is engaging in 
deliberate inversion worship, taking the most sacred 
principles of biblical faith and inverting them as an act of 
blasphemous mockery. The Holy Spirit of Truth is replaced 
with a counterfeit that demands murder, lies, deception, 
and malevolence. Christ's logic is replaced with Caiaphas's 
logic. Divine conscience is taught to be silenced as 
"opposition to God's will." A ghost story of murder and 
possession is presented as an "act of faith." 

The supernatural element ensures the crime succeeds—
demonstrating that this entire theological foundation is 
built on murder and sorcery. It establishes a template 
where obedience to a voice commanding evil is rewarded 
with success and deemed righteous. This is ultimate 
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spiritual mockery: convincing believers to engage in what 
the Bible calls "abomination" while thinking they perform 
holy sacrifice. 

And this is precisely the spirit that Moroni 10:4 asks you 
to accept as "holy." A spirit that has already commanded 
murder, lies, deception, theft, kidnapping, and 
necromancy throughout the book is the same spirit offering 
you the "burning in the bosom." The malevolent spirit's 
résumé is documented—yet millions are taught to invite it in 
and call it divine. 

This establishes the Book of Mormon's template: when 
conscience conflicts with "revelation," revelation wins. The 
Holy Spirit of Truth becomes subordinate to a spirit that 
commands every form of evil while masquerading as God. 

But the prophecy was false. The Nephite nation did 
dwindle and perish in unbelief, hunted and destroyed until 
"all destroyed" (Mormon 8:2). The spirit didn't just speak 
like Caiaphas—it lied like Satan while operating like a 
demon. 

And according to Mormon doctrine, Jesus Christ himself 
oversaw this translation, making the Savior responsible for 
putting Caiaphas's murderous words in the Holy Spirit's 
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mouth and attributing necromantic powers to divine 
revelation—the ultimate act of blasphemy. 

This reveals how the parasite enters: not with a 
monstrous face, but wearing righteousness as a mask. It 
hijacks conscience using theology, reprograms moral 
judgment with holy tones. The moment you accept 
murderous logic and occult power as divine, you grant 
permission for possession. The more righteous it sounds, 
the deeper it roots. 

This is spiritual warfare disguised as revelation—the first 
fingerprint of a counterfeit spirit masquerading as God. 

Now consider the second fingerprint: Moroni 10:4. It is 
presented as a promise—a sacred method for receiving 
divine confirmation. Pray with sincerity, and God will 
manifest the truth of the Book of Mormon to you by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. But when examined through the 
lens of Christ’s teachings, this is not revelation. It is a 
spiritual trap. 

At its core, Moroni 10:4 is a ritualized reenactment of 
Satan’s second temptation in Matthew 4:7: the command to 
test God—to jump from the temple and demand divine 
proof. Jesus condemned this logic without hesitation: “You 
shall not put the Lord your God to the test.” But 
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Mormonism not only ignores Christ’s warning—it 
institutionalizes the test, sanctifies it, and teaches it to 
children as a rite of spiritual passage. 

Worse still, it instructs the seeker to pray to a spirit that 
has already revealed itself to be lying, murderous, and 
deceptive—the same spirit from 1 Nephi 4 that commands 
bloodshed, impersonates God, and speaks false prophecy. 
In no other context would this be acceptable. You are being 
told to ask the deceiver to confirm that he is not a deceiver. 
And when the emotional response arrives—a burning in the 
bosom—you are told it is the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

This is not faith. It is spiritual gaslighting. 

The test is rigged. The outcome is preloaded. And once 
the counterfeit spirit delivers its emotional sign, any future 
doubt is rebranded as rebellion—any questioning, as 
blasphemy. 

This is not revelation. 
It is spiritual entrapment. 
It is Catch-666. 
A lying spirit demanding belief as proof of your 

worthiness—then punishing all who dare question the 
source of the sign. 
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Then there is the third fingerprint, perhaps the most 
horrifying of all: 3 Nephi 9:2. According to Mormon 
scripture, the first words spoken by the resurrected 
Mormon Christ are not words of peace, mercy, or triumph 
over death. They are words of destruction, fire, and 
slaughter. He does not announce grace. He announces 
devastation. “Behold,” the of Mormon Jesus declares, “that 
great city Zarahemla have I burned with fire, and the 
inhabitants thereof.” What follows is a gruesome roll call of 
annihilation—cities burned, drowned, swallowed by the 
earth. And then, as if to underscore the spiritual horror, the 
voice of Mormon Jesus adds: “The devil laugheth, and his 
angels rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and 
daughters of my people.” 

These are not the words of the Lamb of God. These are 
not the words of the one who wept for Jerusalem, who 
healed the sick, who forgave His murderers from the cross. 
These are the words of a voice that burns children, boasts 
about it, and elicits the laughter of Hell.  And yet the Book 443

of Mormon claims this is Jesus—resurrected, glorified, 
triumphant—and no divine rebuke follows. No angel stops 
the message. No correction is given. The voice goes on 
unchallenged. Mormonism canonizes it as holy. 

 3 Nephi 9:2, The Book of Mormon443
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But the horror deepens in the surrounding text. In 3 
Nephi 8:25, the survivors mourn the destruction in 
complete darkness and assume they are to blame for the 
deaths of innocents: “O that we had repented before this 
great and terrible day,” they cry, “and then would our 
brethren have been spared, and they would not have been 
burned in that great city Zarahemla.” There is no comfort. 
No response. No gospel. Only silence and ruin. 

Then, in 3 Nephi 9:13, the voice returns to address the 
survivors huddled in the dark for 3 days amongst 
destruction and death: “O all ye that are spared because ye 
were more righteous… will ye not now return unto me?” 
Read that again. The survivors were spared because they 
were “more righteous.” Which means, by direct 
implication, the others—the men, the women, and most 
damningly, the children—were not. The babies buried 
beneath rubble. The toddlers burned in the fire. The 
families swept away by flood. According to this Mormon 
“Jesus”, the innocent were murdered as a punishment and 
threat against the less righteous. The saved are told so. The 
dead are denied even a voice. 

Ask yourself: What kind of entity speaks this way? What 
kind of risen Savior begins His message not with “Peace be 
unto you,” but with a kill list and the laughter of Satan? 
What kind of God boasts of burning His people’s children 
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and then praises the survivors for their comparative 
worthiness? 

Only one kind. A counterfeit. 

The real Jesus never speaks like this. Never killed like 
this. Never glorified in disaster or claimed credit for the 
laughter of demons. But the Book of Mormon gives that 
voice His name. It dresses the destruction of innocent 
children  in a robe of righteousness and calls it divine. It 444

kills in His name and calls it grace. This is not the voice of 
the Lamb. It is the mask of the dragon. 

And that is the fingerprint of darkness. 

Fourth, we are left with a prophecy that utterly 
collapses. In 1 Nephi 4:13, a spirit claiming to be the Holy 
Ghost tells Nephi:  

“It is better that one man should perish than that a 
nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief.”   445

This is more than moral compromise—it is a prophetic 
promise made by what the Book of Mormon claims to be 

 3 Nephi 9:2, the Book of Mormon444

 1 Nephi 4:13, the Book of Mormon.  445

This verse attributes the moral rationale for killing Laban to the voice of 
the Holy Ghost, using language that echoes Caiaphas in John 11:50.
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the Holy Spirit of Truth: commit murder and steal the 
plates and an entire nation will be preserved in faith. So 
Nephi obeys. He slaughters Laban in cold blood. He steals 
his belongs and impersonates his voice and identity to 
deceive the murdered man’s household. He steals the brass 
plates. He kidnaps Zoram. All of it done in the name of 
guidance by the Mormon Holy Spirit. And yet, the 
prophecy fails—completely. The Book of Mormon doesn’t 
hide this failure; it confirms it, recording the Nephites’ 
annihilation in no fewer than 25 separate verses, leaving no 
honest reader room to deny the collapse of the promise it 
records as being direct from the Holy Spirits mouth.  446

The Nephite nation does dwindle. They do perish. Their 
total annihilation is recorded plainly in Mormon 6, which 
describes the slaughter at Cumorah and the death of the 
Nephite armies.  The closing curtain falls in Mormon 8:2: 447

 Mormon 6:1–22; Mormon 8:1–3; Mormon 5:2–24; Alma 45:10–14; Mosiah 446

12:8–12; Helaman 13:8–10; 1 Nephi 12:19–20, the Book of Mormon. These 
and other verses—more than 25 in total—describe or foretell the 
complete destruction of the Nephite nation, contradicting the original 
prophecy given in 1 Nephi 4:13.

 Mormon 6:1–22, the Book of Mormon. This chapter describes the final 447

battle at Cumorah, where tens of thousands of Nephites are slain, 
including Mormon and his son.
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“And now it came to pass that after the great and 
tremendous battle at Cumorah, behold, the Nephites who 
had escaped into the country southward were hunted by 
the Lamanites, until they were all destroyed.”   448

The entire nation is dead. The promise failed. The 
Mormon “Holy Spirit” lied. 

This wasn’t just false logic—it was a lie, both times it was 
spoken. In Jesus’ time, Caiaphas invoked this satanic 
rationale to justify murder in the name of national salvation 
hiding personal ambition. 

“It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not.”  449

 Mormon 8:2, the Book of Mormon. Moroni confirms that all remaining 448

Nephites were hunted and destroyed, and he is left alone.

 John 11:50, the New Testament. Caiaphas, the high priest, uses 449

utilitarian logic to justify the execution of Jesus for the sake of 
preserving the nation—an outcome that ultimately fails.
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But the result was the opposite. The temple fell.  The 450

city burned.  The Jewish nation was destroyed.  The 451 452

prophecy failed. The spirit behind it lied. 

But even here, hell overplayed its hand. Caiaphas spoke 
not as a prophet, but as a self-serving pawn—justifying 
murder in the name of national security, sacrificing the 
innocent to preserve a corrupt system. The logic was 
satanic. The spirit behind it lied. And yet, in the very act of 
betrayal—through the politics of fear, the manipulation of 
crowds, the blood-soaked bargain of power—God unleashed 
salvation for all mankind. Not because Caiaphas spoke 
truth, but because God hijacked the scheme. What Satan 
designed for control, God detonated into redemption. The 
lie remained a lie. The logic was filth. But the cross 

 Matthew 24:1–2, the New Testament. Jesus foretells the destruction 450

of the temple: “There shall not be left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down.” Fulfilled in 70 A.D. when the Romans 
destroyed the Second Temple.

 Josephus, The Jewish War, Book VI. Roman forces under Titus 451

burned Jerusalem in 70 A.D. during the siege; the city was razed and 
the temple consumed by fire. See also Luke 21:20–24, where Jesus 
foretells the surrounding and desolation of Jerusalem.

 Luke 21:24, the New Testament. “They shall fall by the edge of the 452

sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations.” This verse 
describes the scattering of the Jewish people following the destruction 
of the city and temple in 70 A.D.
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shattered both—and turned their plan into the very weapon 
that would destroy them.  453

And nearly two thousand years later, that same lie 
appears again—spoken this time by a spirit calling itself the 
Holy Ghost in the Book of Mormon. Same logic. Same 
promise. Same outcome. It is not coincidence. It is not 
inspiration. It is a fingerprint. The Book of Mormon doesn’t 
just echo Caiaphas—it resurrects his satanic logic, stamps it 
on page four (1 Nephi 4:13), and attributes it to the Holy 
Spirit.  This is not prophetic insight. This is not sacred 454

truth. This is theological inversion. 

It is the voice of Satan wearing the mask of God. A 
counterfeit gospel delivered by a murderous spirit—twice. 

 John 11:49–52, the New Testament. Caiaphas spoke to justify the 453

execution of Jesus, claiming it was better for one man to die than for 
the whole nation to perish. His logic was political, self-serving, and 
rooted in fear—not truth. And yet, God sovereignly used this act of 
betrayal to bring about redemption through the crucifixion. Caiaphas 
did not speak divine truth—he spoke satanic logic. But God, in wrath 
and mercy, turned the very weapon meant to silence Christ into the 
cross that would conquer hell.

 1 Nephi 4:13, the Book of Mormon. This verse places the same 454

utilitarian logic used by Caiaphas into the mouth of a spirit claiming to 
be the Holy Ghost: that it is better to murder one man than allow a 
nation to perish in unbelief. The language and rationale directly mirror 
John 11:50.
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First, to kill the Christ. Then, to canonize the killer—not just 
in character, but in logic. The exact words used by Satan 
through Caiaphas are repeated by a spirit in the Book of 
Mormon calling itself the Holy Ghost. Accept that book as 
scripture, and you canonize the logic of hell as the voice of 
God. You sanctify deception. You enshrine murder. You 
exalt Satan’s words as holy writ.  455

The message is clear: the lies of Satan are always 
seductive to the ego—but they always end in destruction. 
They appeal to reason. They promise salvation. They wear 
the mask of holiness. But behind the mask is murder. 
Behind the logic is a liar. 

 1 Nephi 4:14–19, the Book of Mormon. Nephi kills Laban, impersonates 455

his voice to deceive his household, steals sacred records, and kidnaps 
Zoram—all under the direction of a spirit identified as the Holy Ghost. 
This moment effectively canonizes Satan’s logic as divine truth, 
embedding blasphemy against the Holy Spirit into scripture and 
presenting it as holy revelation.
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This is not divine. It is the same voice, speaking twice. 
Once to kill the Christ. Once to call the killer holy. And both 
times—the spirit lied. And both times—the nation fell.  456

This is not error. It is theological inversion. It is Satan’s 
logic, spoken in God’s voice. Caiaphas’ sentence is reborn 
as prophecy—and given divine approval. The spirit that 
moved to kill Christ now speaks again, feigning to predate 
His crucifixion by two thousand years—and calls itself 
holy.  This is not how heaven speaks. This is how hell 457

justifies itself. 

But the collapse doesn’t stop there. The Nephites—those 
who obeyed this murderous spirit—weren’t left to wander 
blindly. They followed Nephi, the prophet who had obeyed 
that voice. They supposedly received angels, visions, and 

 John 11:50 and 1 Nephi 4:13, the Book of Mormon. In both passages, a 456

spirit claims it is better for one man to perish so that a nation may be 
preserved. In the first, the logic leads to the crucifixion of Christ and 
the destruction of Jerusalem. In the second, it leads to the canonization 
of that same logic in the Book of Mormon—and again ends in the 
complete destruction of the Nephite nation (Mormon 6; Mormon 8:2).

 1 Nephi 4:13, the Book of Mormon. The spirit’s language mirrors that of 457

John 11:50, but is presented as predating Christ’s ministry—thus 
attributing to the Holy Ghost a logic that is identical to the justification 
used by Caiaphas to murder Jesus. This retroactive assignment of 
Satan’s logic to the Holy Spirit constitutes theological inversion—
blasphemy cloaked as revelation.
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prophecies. And most damningly, they were visited by what 
the Book of Mormon claims is the resurrected Jesus Christ 
Himself. He appeared. He destroyed. He threatened. He 
taught. He healed. He wept. And still—they fell. 4 Nephi 1 
describes their unraveling: pride, division, unbelief—
eventually, total destruction.  458

What is Satan, the author of the Book of Mormon 
implying through his fictional narrative? That even the 
post-resurrected Christ, preaching directly to His covenant 
people, could not save them. That even God in the flesh, 
standing before them, was powerless to prevent their 
destruction. And yet, this Jesus is praised in the facade of 
the narrative. His visit is described as glorious. His words 
are canonized as divine. But what is the fruit of His 
visitation? Destroyed cities. Burned children. Survivors 
huddled in darkness. And Satan laughing at the slaughtered 
sons and daughters (3 Nephi 9:2).  459

 4 Nephi 1, the Book of Mormon. This chapter documents the long 458

decline of the Nephites following the appearance of the resurrected 
Christ. The narrative traces a fall from unity to pride, division, secret 
combinations, and eventual destruction.

 3 Nephi 9:2, the Book of Mormon. This verse records the voice of the 459

resurrected Christ claiming responsibility for widespread death and 
destruction—stating that the devil and his angels “rejoice” at the slain 
sons and daughters of the people. The tone blends divine authority 
with horrifying imagery, resulting in a portrayal that mirrors Satanic 
celebration rather than redemptive judgment.
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What the Book of Mormon executes here is not praise—it 
is poisoned praise, a psychological tactic as old as Eden.  460

Satan doesn’t slander Christ directly. He wraps defamation 
in devotion, lacing worship with whispered blame. The 
narrative pretends to exalt Jesus—describing His post-
resurrection visit as glorious—while depicting His impact as 
catastrophic. Cities burn. Children die. Satan laughs. And 
through it all, the Jesus of the Book of Mormon is canonized 
as holy while presiding over slaughter with Satan laughing 
in the background (3 Nephi 9:2). 

This is not theology. It is spiritual gaslighting—a 
counterfeit gospel that defends its blasphemy with 
reverence, and calls it truth. It’s the same weapon Satan 
still wields today: praise the victim, spread the poison, walk 
away clean. 

This isn’t worship. It’s mockery in disguise. It pretends 
to exalt Christ—but portrays Him as a slaughterer of the 
innocent. It paints Him as merciful in tone, but merciless in 
action. It glorifies the moment when Jesus supposedly 

 See psychological tactics such as paralipsis, insinuation laundering, 460

and poisoned praise. This rhetorical maneuver presents defamatory 
content within a frame of praise, allowing the speaker to maintain 
deniability while embedding blame. The Book of Mormon’s depiction 
of Jesus’ destruction masked as glory exemplifies this weaponized 
flattery.
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returns—not with peace—but with a kill list and the laughter 
of devils. 

This is not praise. This is spiritual defamation wrapped 
in sacred language. It blasphemes the Holy Spirit—by 
putting a lie in His mouth and calling it divine. It 
blasphemes Jesus—by portraying His resurrected presence 
as impotent, and His voice as violent. And it blames the 
victims. It tells the survivors: You were spared because you 
were more righteous. Which means the babies in the 
rubble? The children burned in Zarahemla? They were 
sacrificed to scare the rest into submission. 

That is not theology. That is spiritual terrorism. This is 
not just a failed prophecy—it is a spiritual trap, constructed 
to mimic godliness while inverting its meaning. It rewards 
murder with holiness, calls the father of lies the Spirit of 
Truth, and presents a Christ whose actions mirror Satan—
but who must still be adored. 

This is not reverence. It is counterfeit praise masking 
spiritual blasphemy. 
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“[The devil] was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth… for he is a liar, and the father of it.” 
( John 8:44)  461

A spirit that murders, lies, fails, and still demands to be 
called holy—is not from God. 

It is the spirit of antichrist. 
And it doesn’t hide. 
It announces itself in chapter four of the first book. 

The fifth fingerprint of darkness in the Book of 
Mormon’s origin story is the language itself—and the 
contrived excuses used to justify it. According to the 
text, the Nephite record was written not in Hebrew—the 
sacred language of Jewish covenant and divine revelation—
but in “Reformed Egyptian,”  a language that has never 462

 John 8:44, the New Testament. Jesus exposes the true nature of 461

Satan as both murderer and liar. Any spirit that kills and deceives while 
demanding to be called holy aligns not with God but with the 
adversary.

 1 Nephi 1:2; Mormon 9:32–34, The Book of Mormon 462

“I make a record in the language of my father, which consists of the 
learning of the Jews and the language of the Egyptians” (1 Nephi 1:2). 
“…in the characters which are called among us the reformed 
Egyptian… if we could have written in Hebrew… ye would have had no 
imperfection in our record” (Mormon 9:32–34). 
These verses serve as the only scriptural references to the use of 
Egyptian-derived language in Nephite recordkeeping.
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existed, has never been found, and has never been spoken 
by a single verified human being in the history of the 
world.  That’s not a linguistic detail. That’s a signature. A 463

forged one. And it reeks of sulfur. 

The first red flag is Nephi’s claim: “I make a record in the 
language of my father, which consists of the learning of the 
Jews and the language of the Egyptians.”  Mormon 464

apologists try to justify this by saying Nephi was writing for 

 No historical or linguistic evidence exists for “Reformed Egyptian.”463

Despite extensive study by both LDS and non-LDS scholars, there is no 
archaeological, linguistic, or scholarly documentation supporting the 
existence of a writing system known as “Reformed Egyptian.” 
•See: Stan Larson, “The Translation of the Book of Mormon: 
Interpreting the Evidence”, Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought, 
Vol. 19, No. 4 (1986). 
•See also: Robert Ritner, The Joseph Smith Egyptian Papyri: A Complete 
Edition (Signature Books, 2013), which critiques LDS Egyptological 
claims and confirms no scholarly evidence for “Reformed Egyptian.”

 1 Nephi 1:2, The Book of Mormon 464

“Yea, I make a record in the language of my father, which consists of 
the learning of the Jews and the language of the Egyptians.” 
This is the first and clearest textual reference to Egyptian being used in 
Nephite recordkeeping.
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a future audience and had to clarify the language.  But 465

that’s not how real prophets—or real communication—
works. You don’t start your record by announcing what 
language you’re using unless you already know no one will 
ever be able to check it. You don’t preemptively explain 
your script unless the script itself is a liability. 

It’s like putting a label on the Voyager Golden Record 
saying, “This was recorded in English.” No one did that—
because if you’re intelligent enough to decode the message, 
you’ll figure it out. And if you’re not, a label won’t help. 
Real revelation doesn’t come with a defensive footnote. It 
trusts the message to speak. Stating the language isn’t 
clarification—it’s cover. It’s a move made by someone who 

 See: Daniel C. Peterson, “A Response to Secular Anti-Mormon 465

Claims,” in Offenders for a Word (FARMS, 1992); also John W. Welch, 
“Authorship of the Book of Mormon,” in Echoes and Evidences of the 
Book of Mormon (FARMS, 2002). 

LDS apologists commonly argue that Nephi’s clarification was made for 
a modern or future audience—hence the need to announce the 
language. However, this rationale lacks parallel precedent in ancient 
Jewish or Near Eastern prophetic writing, where the use of language is 
assumed, not preemptively defended.
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knows the message will never be accessible, and wants to 
get ahead of the objection.  466

And on the flip side, it’s like NASA claiming they’ve 
received a message from deep space, but it’s written in 
Periodic+—a secret language based on the periodic table 
that only they understand. They’ve been told by the aliens 
not to show anyone the original message, but even if they 
did, it couldn’t be decoded without a magic seer-stone like 
Periodic+ decoder ring that was given exclusively to the 
NASA director through a wormhole. That’s not science. 

 See: NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, “The Golden Record,” Voyager 466

Mission Archive (1977). 

The Voyager spacecraft each carry a phonograph record—a 12-inch gold-
plated copper disc containing sounds and images selected to portray 
the diversity of life and culture on Earth. The record contains no label 
declaring the language used. Instead, it includes visual instructions 
(etched on the cover) for how to decode the message, assuming 
intelligent interpreters. No linguistic justification is stated; the 
assumption is that truth speaks for itself to those capable of 
understanding. 

Link: https://voyager.jpl.nasa.gov/golden-record/
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That’s a script. That’s what a cover story looks like when 
the real message doesn’t exist.  467

But even that defense—that Nephi was simply clarifying 
for future readers—collapses under its own logic. If the 
entire record is written in Reformed Egyptian, then stating 
“this is Reformed Egyptian” in Reformed Egyptian is 
meaningless. It’s like leaving a note that says “This is 

 This satirical analogy parallels the LDS Church’s official account of 467

how the Book of Mormon was translated. 

Joseph Smith claimed to translate golden plates engraved in “Reformed 
Egyptian” using a seer stone placed in a hat, without the plates being 
visible during translation. The stone was said to reveal English words 
supernaturally. Critics have compared this process to unverifiable 
magical thinking, noting the complete absence of the original language 
and any way to test the translation. 

See: Richard S. Van Wagoner & Steven C. Walker, “Joseph Smith: ‘The 
Gift of Seeing’,” Dialogue, Vol. 15, No. 2 (1982); 
The Joseph Smith Papers, “Translation of the Book of Mormon,” 
ChurchofJesusChrist.org
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encrypted” — written in the encryption. It provides no 
help. No verification. No key.  468

If Nephi truly had a future audience in mind, and 
wanted them to understand or verify the record, he would 
have written that explanation in Hebrew, or provided a 
comparative key between languages, like the Rosetta 
Stone.  But he didn’t. Although the story is fiction, he 469

wrote the entire thing—including the disclaimer—in 
Reformed Egyptian, buried it, and offered no means for any 

 This analogy highlights the fatal flaw in the LDS apologetic claim that 468

Nephi declared the language for future readers’ benefit. 

If the original text is unreadable without a supernatural translator, then 
stating the language within it—also in the unreadable language—offers 
no advantage. 
The logic is circular: only someone who can already read the record 
would understand the language declaration. In other words, it’s a label 
only the decoder could read—making the label pointless. 

See: Grant H. Palmer, An Insider’s View of Mormon Origins (Signature 
Books, 2002), Chapter 3, for analysis of the translation contradictions 
and lack of linguistic verification.

 The Rosetta Stone, discovered in 1799 near Rosetta (Rashid), Egypt, 469

bears the same text in three scripts—hieroglyphic, Demotic, and 
Ancient Greek—allowing scholars such as Jean-François Champollion to 
decode Egyptian hieroglyphs in the early 19th century. It serves as the 
classic example of a comparative linguistic key enabling future 
verification and translation.
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future reader to evaluate the claim. That’s not prophecy. 
That’s narrative insulation. It’s a preemptive defense 
against the very question no one was supposed to be able 
to ask: “Is this even real?”  470

Why make the switch at all? The Book of Mormon gives 
its answer in Mormon 9:32–34, where Moroni explains: 

“We have written this record according to our 
knowledge, in the characters which are called among us the 
reformed Egyptian… and if our plates had been sufficiently 
large we should have written in Hebrew; but the Hebrew 

 In the history of ancient literature and prophecy, no verified record 470

uses a fictional or inaccessible language without offering a translation 
key, companion script, or bilingual artifact (e.g., the Rosetta Stone). 

Nephi’s account lacks all such mechanisms. The record was not 
preserved in a known script, included no Hebrew counterpart, and 
presented no comparative glossary or verification tool. 
By contrast, real historical records like the Behistun Inscription and the 
Rosetta Stone allowed scholars to decode unknown languages because 
they included known counterparts. 

The Book of Mormon offers none of this. It provides a claim—and hides 
the evidence. 

See: John L. Sorenson, “Ancient Writing in the Americas,” in Journal of 
Book of Mormon Studies (FARMS)—even LDS scholars acknowledge the 
lack of any translation key or comparative linguistic sample.
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hath been altered by us also… and if we could have written 
in Hebrew, behold, ye would have had no imperfection in 
our record.”  471

There it is. Hebrew—the sacred language of the covenant
—was available, but abandoned. Egyptian—a language 
steeped in idolatry—was chosen instead, and Moroni admits 
that as a result, the record is imperfect. But notice the 
excuse: the plates weren’t large enough. As if these divinely 
appointed prophets, assigned to preserve eternal scripture, 

 Mormon 9:32–34, The Book of Mormon 471

This passage provides the only textual justification for using “Reformed 
Egyptian” rather than Hebrew. Moroni explicitly states that Hebrew 
would have produced a more perfect record, but was abandoned due 
to space constraints—an admission that undermines the claimed divine 
origin and preservation of the text.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 356



were limited by page count. As if they couldn’t make more 
plates.  472

This is a people who supposedly built transoceanic 
barges , crafted divine compasses , constructed massive 473 474

 The logistical excuse collapses under historical and internal 472

narrative scrutiny. 

According to the Book of Mormon, Nephite civilization was capable of 
building massive temples (2 Nephi 5:16), crafting intricate tools, 
constructing transoceanic vessels (Ether 2–6), and managing records on 
metal plates for over a thousand years. The idea that space limitations 
prevented sacred accuracy is theologically and narratively implausible. 

See also: Brent Lee Metcalfe, “Reinventing Lamanite Identity,” 
American Apocrypha (Signature Books, 2002), for critical examination 
of internal contradictions in Nephite recordkeeping.

 Ether 2:16–25, The Book of Mormon 473

The Jaredites build eight sealed, submersible ocean-crossing vessels—
designed and commanded by God to cross the “great deep.”

 1 Nephi 16:10, 26–29, The Book of Mormon 474

The Liahona, a divine compass with changing messages and spiritual 
functionality, directs Nephi’s family during wilderness travel.
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temples,  built sea-worthy ships,  and crossed 475 476

continents on foot while managing entire civilizations.  477

And we’re supposed to believe that when it came to 
recording the most sacred message in human history, they 
hit a wall because… they didn’t have enough gold sheets? 
That’s not a resource issue. That’s a plot hole. You don’t 
design submarines and sacred cities, then suddenly forget 
how to add a few more leafs to your god-ordained 
record.  478

That’s not a logistical problem. That’s a theological 
failure wrapped in a flimsy excuse. A divine revelation 

 2 Nephi 5:15–17; Mosiah 11:8–10, The Book of Mormon 475

Nephi builds a temple modeled after Solomon’s; King Noah builds 
opulent temples with towers, fine wood, and gold ornamentation.

 1 Nephi 17:8–10, 16–19; 18:1–4, The Book of Mormon 476

Nephi is commanded to build a ship and does so using tools he crafts 
himself, claiming he was shown “from time to time” how to construct it 
by the Lord. The ship carries his family across the ocean to the 
promised land.

 Alma 22:27; Omni 1:13; Mosiah 24:25, The Book of Mormon 477

Massive overland migrations, city-building, and civilization-spanning 
governance occur throughout the Nephite record.

 For analysis of the plate excuse versus Nephite capabilities, see: 478

•Dan Vogel, Joseph Smith: The Making of a Prophet (Signature Books, 
2004), pp. 587–588 
•David P. Wright, “Inventing Ancient Israelite Origins,” in American 
Apocrypha (2002), pp. 96–100
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constrained by office supplies. If this were a sacred record, 
they’d have made it right. Instead, we’re told they picked a 
pagan script that introduced errors—and just went with 
it.  That’s not preservation. That’s premeditated 479

corruption. 

This isn’t a clumsy choice—it’s a calculated act of 
theological inversion. The God of Sinai does not whisper 
through the tongues of tombs. But someone else does. The 
Book of Mormon tells you that what you’re reading is the 

 Mormon 9:32–34, The Book of Mormon 479

Moroni admits that writing in Reformed Egyptian—rather than Hebrew—
introduced imperfections into the Nephite record: 
“…if we could have written in Hebrew, behold, ye would have had no 
imperfection in our record.” 
Despite Hebrew being “more sacred,” the authors chose a script 
associated with Egypt—a land of polytheism, idolatry, and enslavement 
of Israel. 
This is the only known scripture in Judeo-Christian tradition that 
admits its own imperfection as a direct result of a language choice—one 
made by the very prophets claiming divine commission.
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corrupted version—and then demands that you call it 
holy.  That’s not divine logic. That’s corruption by design. 480

Because behind the “compactness” of Egyptian wasn’t 
simplicity—it was spiritual density. Every character carried 
layers of meaning. But those meanings weren’t holy. They 
were hostile. The Egyptian script wasn’t just neutral—it was 
the sacred alphabet of gods like Osiris, Anubis, and Thoth. 
Every glyph was steeped in mythos: resurrection cults, 
underworld rites, spells for the dead. These weren’t 
symbols of covenant—they were sigils of sorcery. To write 

 Mormon 9:33–34, The Book of Mormon 480

“…but the Lord knoweth the things which we have written, and also 
that none other people knoweth our language… and if we could have 
written in Hebrew… ye would have had no imperfection in our record.” 
This is an unprecedented admission in sacred literature: that the text is 
flawed because of a chosen language—Reformed Egyptian—and that the 
more sacred language, Hebrew, was intentionally not used. Yet the 
reader is still commanded to regard the result as scripture. 
In biblical tradition, God’s word is perfect (Psalm 12:6, Proverbs 30:5). 
He does not sanction corrupted vessels for His revelation—especially 
not in the script of polytheists, tomb cults, or occult systems. 
The Book of Mormon inverts that standard—and calls the inversion 
holy.
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Israel’s testimony in that tongue isn’t preservation. It’s 
sacrilege.  481

Egyptian script wasn’t just a language—it was a liturgy of 
the dead. Its symbols were designed not to preserve life, 
but to navigate the underworld. Hieroglyphs were etched 
into tombs, wrapped into mummies, whispered in 

 Egyptian hieroglyphs were a sacred script directly tied to Egypt’s 481

religious worldview, particularly its funerary and underworld cults. 
The gods Osiris (god of the dead), Anubis (god of embalming and the 
afterlife), and Thoth (scribe of the gods, associated with magic and 
wisdom) were central figures whose mythologies were encoded in 
ritual texts such as the Book of the Dead and Coffin Texts. 
Hieroglyphs were not merely phonetic—they functioned symbolically, 
magically, and religiously. Many glyphs were thought to possess 
inherent power, and their presence in tombs was believed to activate 
protection spells or enable resurrection. 
See: 
• Erik Hornung, The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife (Cornell 
University Press, 1999) 
• James P. Allen, Middle Egyptian: An Introduction to the Language and 
Culture of Hieroglyphs (Cambridge University Press, 2000) 
• Geraldine Pinch, Egyptian Myth: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford 
University Press, 2004)
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spellbooks like the Book of the Dead.  They were tools of 482

sorcery, summoning, and ritual passage—not covenant, 
mercy, or revelation.  

And Yahweh had made His stance on Egypt 
unambiguous: “You shall have no other gods before me… 
you shall not make for yourself a carved image” (Exodus 
20:3–4). The gods of Egypt were specifically targeted in the 

  On Egyptian script as funerary ritual and magical technology: 482

Egyptian hieroglyphs were not merely a writing system—they were 
central to the religious, magical, and funerary practices of ancient 
Egypt. 
The Book of the Dead (more accurately, The Book of Going Forth by 
Day) was a collection of magical spells, often inscribed on papyrus, 
tomb walls, or linen wrappings to guide the deceased through the 
underworld. Hieroglyphic inscriptions were believed to activate 
protective magic and enable resurrection. 
See: 
• Erik Hornung, The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife (Cornell, 
1999) 
• Geraldine Pinch, Magic in Ancient Egypt (British Museum Press, 1994) 
• James P. Allen, Middle Egyptian (Cambridge, 2000)
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plagues.  The Exodus was not just a physical liberation—it 483

was a theological divorce.  

Over and over, God warns His people not to “go down to 
Egypt” (Isaiah 31:1), not to trust in Pharaoh (Isaiah 30:1–3), 
not to return to the house of bondage (Deut. 17:16).   484

 On Yahweh’s rejection of Egyptian gods and images: 483

The first two commandments in Exodus 20:3–4 directly prohibit both 
the worship of other gods and the creation of divine images—core 
practices of Egyptian religion. 
The plagues of Egypt in Exodus (Exod. 7–12) were not random—they 
were strategic humiliations of Egyptian deities (e.g., Hapi, Hathor, Ra, 
Pharaoh as divine figure). 
See: 
• John D. Currid, Ancient Egypt and the Old Testament (Baker 
Academic, 1997) 
• Exodus 12:12: “…and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment: I am the Lord.”

 On biblical prohibitions against returning to Egypt: 484

• Isaiah 31:1: “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help… but do not 
look to the Holy One of Israel.” 
• Isaiah 30:1–3: “…who set out to go down to Egypt without asking my 
direction… therefore shall the protection of Pharaoh turn to your 
shame.” 
• Deuteronomy 17:16: “…he shall not cause the people to return to 
Egypt… for the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way 
again.’” 
These scriptures present Egypt not just as a place—but as a spiritual 
regression, a reversal of covenant identity.
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And yet, the Book of Mormon asks us to believe that 
God’s new covenant was not only written in the tongue of 
sorcery—but that it was better that way. That’s not 
revelation. That’s reversal. That’s not a covenant. That’s a 
counterfeit. 

The decision to encode a sacred history in this script is 
not preservation. It’s inversion. It’s like writing the Gospels 
in the alphabet of Baal and calling it a tribute to Moses. You 
don’t switch from the tongue of Sinai to the tongue of 
sorcerers unless the spirit behind the message has 
changed.  485

 In Scripture, God’s revelation is always delivered through the 485

covenant language of His people—Hebrew in the Old Testament, Greek 
in the New. 
God never expresses His covenants through the language or religious 
systems of enemy nations or rival deities. Baal worship, in particular, 
was the antithesis of Yahweh’s covenant, involving idolatry, fertility 
rites, and child sacrifice (1 Kings 18, Jeremiah 19:5). 
To equate a message from Yahweh with the symbols, alphabets, or 
priesthoods of pagan gods is biblically unthinkable—let alone claiming it 
as an improvement. 
See: 
• Deuteronomy 12:30–31: “Do not inquire about their gods… You shall 
not worship the Lord your God in that way.” 
• 1 Kings 18:20–40 (Elijah vs. the prophets of Baal) 
• Exodus 24:12 (God gives the Law on Sinai—in Hebrew, engraved by His 
own finger)
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And then comes the knockout: Reformed Egyptian 
doesn’t exist. Not a scrap of it. No scroll, no shard, no 
inscription, no tablet, no manuscript. Not one line of it has 
ever been verified by any scholar, linguist, or archaeologist. 
It is a ghost language invented by a man using a rock in a 
hat. Exotic enough to impress the naive. Unverifiable 
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enough to silence the informed. That’s not revelation. 
That’s a shell game.  486

Every element of this language claim betrays the spirit 
behind the book. A pagan alphabet. A false justification. A 
theology that admits its own flaws and blames them on the 
language it chose.  

 Despite its foundational role in the Book of Mormon, “Reformed 486

Egyptian” is entirely unattested in the historical or archaeological 
record. 
No recognized Egyptologist, Semitic linguist, or scholar of ancient 
languages has ever identified any script matching its description. 
Notable sources affirming its nonexistence include: 
• John L. Sorenson (LDS archaeologist), “An Ancient American Setting 
for the Book of Mormon”, FARMS: Even faithful scholars admit no 
sample of Reformed Egyptian has ever been found. 
• Richard Bushman, Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling (2005): Notes 
the language has no corroborating evidence in the archaeological 
record. 
• Dr. Robert Ritner, Professor of Egyptology at the University of 
Chicago: “There is no such thing as Reformed Egyptian in any linguistic 
corpus.” 
The term first appears in Mormon 9:32, and Joseph Smith offered no 
physical examples of the script beyond a handful of characters copied 
onto the so-called “Anthon Transcript,” which scholars agree do not 
match any known Egyptian or Semitic writing system. 
The only consistent element was secrecy: the plates could not be 
shown, the script could not be examined, and the translation was done 
through a seer stone in a hat—a method Smith had previously used for 
treasure digging, not translation.
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This isn’t how prophets or how historians write. This is 
how deceivers cover their tracks. 

This is not divine translation. It’s spiritual obfuscation—a 
deception hidden in the garb of sacred text. A Trojan script 
for a Trojan god. 

Our sixth fingerprint of darkness is the Seer Stone, 
and the Theater of Concealed Authority. If the language 
of the Book of Mormon is counterfeit, then the method of 
its transmission is the performance that sealed the fraud. 
The sixth fingerprint of darkness is not just the seer stone—
it is the system built around it. A theater of concealed 
authority designed to erase scrutiny, eliminate witnesses, 
and fabricate revelation in total darkness.  487

According to official LDS Church history, the Book of 
Mormon was not “translated” by linguistic study, divine 
dictation, or prophetic encounter. It was produced by 
placing a magical stone into the bottom of a hat, burying 
one’s face in darkness, and reading spiritual words that 

 For an official LDS overview of the translation method using the seer 487

stone in a hat, see “Book of Mormon Translation,” Gospel Topics, The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, https://
www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics/book-of-
mormon-translation.
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appeared only to the translator.  The imaginary gold 488

plates were not even consulted. Even though they were not 
real, the actual narrative even admits they were often not 
present, using a deceptive tool of Satan to utilize areal truth 
to make a lie seem plausible.  Covered, hidden, or 489

completely imaginary—they played no visible role in the 
process. No one saw a single character, so naturally no one 
saw a single character translated. No comparison was ever 
made. No divine process was ever demonstrated.  The 490

words came from the dark. The authority came from one 
man. And belief came by command.  491

 LDS historians now admit that Joseph Smith commonly used a 488

brown seer stone found during treasure digging, and placed it in a hat 
to “translate” the Book of Mormon. This practice is also documented in 
Saints: The Standard of Truth (Vol. 1), Church History Department, 
2018.

 LDS scholar Richard L. Bushman notes in Rough Stone Rolling 489

(2005) that the plates were often covered during translation, sometimes 
absent altogether. The seer stone was the primary tool. Bushman, p. 71–
73.

 No direct eyewitness ever confirmed seeing a linguistic translation 490

process involving the plates. Even the “witnesses” never claimed to see 
translation, only the final book. See Dan Vogel, Joseph Smith: The 
Making of a Prophet (Signature Books, 2004), p. 470–473.

 See 2 Nephi 29:10–11 and Doctrine & Covenants 1:38, where LDS 491

doctrine teaches that God speaks through one prophet and that his 
words are binding. This centralization of authority mirrors the 
dependence on Joseph’s sole “translation” claims.
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This is not revelation. It is a black box. A private 
performance demanding public faith. And that’s the point. 
The seer stone was never a holy instrument—it was a 
control device. Its purpose was to create total epistemic 
dependency on one man’s secret visions. A man who could 
see what no one else could. A man who could conjure 
scripture from darkness. A man who required no 
collaboration, no verification, no evidence—only 
submission.  492

This is not how God works. This is how cults begin.  493

Real revelation is light. Real prophets open scrolls. Real 
scripture is heard, written, tested, preserved, and 

 LDS Church historian Richard Turley acknowledged that the process 492

was opaque: “No one saw the process. No one saw the words Joseph 
saw.” See LDS.org press conference transcript, August 4, 2015. The 
phrase “black box” is used by critics to denote unverifiable revelation 
where only the output is public.

 The hallmark of cultic control often includes private, unverifiable 493

revelation by a single authoritative figure. See Steven Hassan, 
Combating Cult Mind Control (1988), which outlines psychological 
dependency through information control and unverifiable authority.
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witnessed in covenant community.  But the seer stone 494

system bypassed all of it. It made revelation a solo act—a 
sacred drama where one man played every role, wrote 
every line, and told the audience the performance was 
divine.  And in doing so, it transferred absolute spiritual 495

authority to one voice—unchecked, unverified, and 
unquestionable. 

This is not how God protects truth. This is how Satan 
protects lies. It is the opposite of Pentecost. In Acts 2, fire 
came down for all to see. Every believer heard the word of 
God in their own language. The Spirit was public, personal, 
and powerful. But in Mormonism, darkness descended into 
a hat, and only one man spoke. One man claimed the 

 In Scripture, prophetic revelation is public and verifiable—Moses 494

read the law before the people (Deut. 31:11), Jeremiah’s scrolls were 
reviewed and preserved ( Jer. 36), and Paul taught that prophecy should 
be judged by others (1 Cor. 14:29). Prophetic community, not private 
monopoly, is the biblical model.

 LDS theology uniquely places doctrinal authority in the mouth of a 495

single modern prophet, beginning with Joseph Smith. The official 
“Teachings of Presidents” manuals reinforce that his revelations cannot 
be challenged. See also D&C 21:5: “his word ye shall receive, as if from 
mine own mouth.”
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words. One man claimed the power. And everyone else was 
told to accept it blindly.  496

That’s not scripture. That’s theater. And the seer stone 
was the stage prop.  The deception didn’t need 497

translation—it needed isolation. It needed distance from the 
divine. It needed control of the message. And it got it. 
Because in that darkness, a new gospel was born. The God 
of Sinai no longer thundered from the mountain. He now 
whispered from a rock. And the Word of God—the Logos 
Himself—was rebranded as text conjured from a treasure 
stone in a magician’s hat, hidden from the world, stripped 

 Acts 2:1–8 depicts the Holy Spirit descending on all believers at 496

Pentecost, with public tongues and open preaching. This contrasts 
starkly with Joseph Smith’s hidden method. Also see Isaiah 45:19 — “I 
have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth.”

 The Book of Mormon was produced not through linguistic 497

engagement with Hebrew, Reformed Egyptian, or even the visible 
plates, but through a private revelatory method. See LDS Gospel Topics 
Essay, “Book of Mormon Translation,” which confirms that Joseph 
placed a stone in a hat and dictated with the plates often covered or 
absent.
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of light, and handed to the faithful as unquestionable 
revelation.  498

This was not divine communication. It was the sealing of 
deception. It was revelation without light.  And the 499

darkness started long before the first “translation.” Joseph 
Smith did not find the seer stone while seeking God. He 
discovered it in 1822 while digging a neighbor’s well—two 
years before the canonized First Vision ever took place.  500

He used it to hunt buried treasure, locate lost mines, and 
search for magical objects as part of a folk magic tradition. 
He was arrested in 1826 for defrauding farmers as a “glass 

 In Exodus 19–20, God speaks audibly from Mount Sinai in the 498

presence of the people. John 1:1 and 1:14 describe the Word (Logos) as 
the incarnate Christ, not secretive text. Inverting this with hidden, 
unverifiable “new scripture” violates the biblical pattern of divine self-
revelation.

 Isaiah 8:20 warns, “If they do not speak according to this word, it is 499

because they have no light.” Ephesians 5:11–13 also exhorts believers to 
expose the works of darkness and walk in light.

 According to LDS historian Richard Bushman (Rough Stone Rolling, 500

p. 50), Joseph found the stone in 1822 while digging a well for Willard 
Chase. The “First Vision,” now canonized in the Pearl of Great Price, is 
dated to 1820 but was not publicly shared until over a decade later.
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looker.”  The seer stone’s first job was not revealing 501

scripture—it was helping Joseph find gold that never 
existed. And when the plates came into the picture, the 
stone followed.  The same rock that failed to find treasure 502

was now said to glow with the word of God.  503

As we discussed earlier, in no small sense did Joseph 
embody the first failed temptation of Jesus Christ, turning a 
stone into bread.  504

 Joseph Smith was brought to court in 1826 in Bainbridge, New York, 501

under the charge of being a “disorderly person” for glass-looking. 
Primary source: People v. Joseph Smith (1826 trial record, discovered in 
Chenango County). Michael Quinn’s Early Mormonism and the Magic 
World View documents his involvement in folk magic.

 Willard Chase’s 1833 affidavit and other early accounts show Joseph 502

used the same stone throughout his treasure-digging phase and later 
for “translation.” LDS sources have acknowledged the continuity of the 
stone’s use; see Ensign, October 2015: “Joseph the Seer.”

 LDS leaders including President Russell M. Nelson have described 503

how the words of scripture would appear on the stone. See “A 
Treasured Testament,” Ensign, July 1993.

Matthew 4:3–4—Satan tempts Jesus, saying, “If you are the Son of 504

God, command that these stones become bread.” Jesus refuses, 
affirming that man lives by the word of God, not spectacle or self-
serving miracles. Joseph’s attempt to turn a stone into revelatory 
authority for gain mirrors this failed temptation inverted.
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And others followed his lead. Early Latter-day Saints 
began finding their own seer stones. They claimed 
revelations. They claimed power. The movement 
metastasized. It wasn’t revelation. It was contagion. A spirit 
imitating God, spreading by imitation, mimicking prophecy 
through stones and darkness and whispered claims of 
sacred truth.  The stone was never holy. It was never new. 505

It was the same spirit, wearing a new face.  506

But eventually, something changed. Not because of 
divine correction—but because of public discomfort.  507

After Joseph’s death, the practice of using seer stones 
quietly faded. Brigham Young still referenced them, and 
some apostles privately held onto the lore—but the stone 

 Early Mormon converts and leaders, including Hiram Page (one of 505

the Eight Witnesses), used seer stones and claimed revelation. In 1830, 
Joseph Smith denounced Page’s revelations, even though Page used a 
stone much like Joseph’s. See Doctrine and Covenants Section 28 and 
Joseph Smith’s History of the Church, vol. 1, p. 109.

 This claim points to the spirit of deception being consistent, not 506

evolving—masquerading under different forms (2 Corinthians 11:14: “For 
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light”).

 There is no record of a doctrinal revelation denouncing the use of 507

seer stones; rather, references to them declined over time as the 
Church sought to become more publicly respectable, particularly in the 
Utah era and during the Church’s push for statehood.
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was no longer central. It was no longer honored.  As 508

Mormonism sought statehood and public acceptance, the 
seer stone was buried—both literally and historically.  By 509

the 20th century, it had vanished from Church manuals, 
artwork, and memory. The story changed. The narrative 
shifted. The translation was now done by “Urim and 
Thummim” while looking at the plates—never mind that 
Church historians would later admit that the imaginary 
plates weren’t even used.  510

It wasn’t until 2015, under mounting historical scrutiny, 
that the LDS Church released a photo of Joseph’s brown 

 Brigham Young occasionally referenced seer stones, and Wilford 508

Woodruff noted Apostle John Taylor receiving revelation through one, 
but the practice became marginalized. See Quinn, Early Mormonism 
and the Magic World View, pp. 245–260.

 In pursuit of Utah statehood (granted in 1896), the LDS Church 509

sought to distance itself from polygamy and esoteric practices—
including folk magic. The seer stone disappeared from church teaching 
materials and artwork.

 The 20th-century narrative often depicted Joseph translating directly 510

from the plates using the Urim and Thummim (interpreters). However, 
the 2015 Gospel Topics Essay on “Book of Mormon Translation” 
acknowledges the predominant use of the brown seer stone and that 
the plates were often not used.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 375



seer stone and quietly admitted the truth.  But by then, 511

the practice had long been abandoned. The very tool that 
gave birth to the Book of Mormon was discarded by the 
institution that canonized its words.  512

They kept the book. But hid the stone. They preach the 
light. But hide the darkness it came from. That is not the 
mark of divine authority. It is the hallmark of counterfeit 
revelation. God doesn’t work this way—and never has. 
Scripture makes that clear. 

In Deuteronomy 30:11–14, God says His commandments 
are not hidden, not far off, not unreachable, but near—
written, known, spoken.  In Luke 8:17, Jesus declares that 513

nothing hidden will remain secret, and all things will be 

 In August 2015, the LDS Church published a photograph of Joseph 511

Smith’s brown seer stone in the Ensign magazine and online. The 
accompanying Gospel Topics Essay officially admitted its use in the 
translation of the Book of Mormon.

 As of today, seer stones are not taught or referenced as sacred 512

instruments in LDS curriculum. The Church has distanced itself from 
the practice despite canonizing the product it allegedly helped create.

 Deuteronomy 30:11–14 (KJV) — “For this commandment which I 513

command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off… 
But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, 
that thou mayest do it.”
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brought into the light.  And in 2 Peter 1:16, the apostle 514

writes: “We did not follow cleverly devised myths… but 
were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”  That’s revelation. 515

That’s light. That’s God. 

But Mormonism reversed the pattern. It presented a 
dark stone instead of a burning bush. A buried face instead 
of an open scroll. A secret performance instead of a 
prophetic witness. And it called it holy. Only the serpent 
demands belief without light. This is not divine translation. 
It is spiritual obfuscation. A deception dressed in sacred 
language. A Trojan ritual for a Trojan god. And this is where 
the occult mask slips. 

In folk magic and occult traditions, a seer stone is not a 
revelatory tool of the God of Israel—it is a crystal ball. A tool 
of divination. A conduit for spirits. The kind of object God 
repeatedly condemns in Scripture as a medium of 

 Luke 8:17 (KJV) — “For nothing is secret, that shall not be made 514

manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be known and come 
abroad.”

 2 Peter 1:16 (KJV) — “For we have not followed cunningly devised 515

fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”
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deception.  In witchcraft, crystal balls are used to 516

summon hidden messages from the unseen. In 
Mormonism, they were renamed “seer stones,” given a new 
stage, and held up as holy. But the function never changed. 
The power behind them never changed. The source was 
always darkness. 
 
But darkness alone isn’t the endgame. It’s the cover for 
something deeper. Because once the light is gone… the 
meaning can be changed. 

This spiritual gaslighting highlights the quintessential 
nature of Mormon satanic wordplay—a system where 
nothing is what it seems, and every term, action, and 
historical event is subject to redefinition. A witch’s crystal 
ball becomes a false prophet’s seer stone.  Concubinage 517

 Leviticus 19:31 (KJV) — “Regard not them that have familiar spirits, 516

neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your 
God.”  
Deuteronomy 18:10–12 (KJV) — “There shall not be found among you 
any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or 
that useth divination… or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do 
these things are an abomination unto the Lord.”

 Seer stones and crystal balls are both categorized in occult traditions 517

as tools for scrying, or seeking hidden knowledge through spiritual 
mediation. LDS history records that Joseph Smith used the same brown 
seer stone for treasure digging before using it to “translate” scripture. 
See Joseph Smith Papers, “Seer Stone” (2015 Church essay release).
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becomes eternal marriage.  Polytheism becomes eternal 518

progression.  Child sacrifice is mercy.  Blasphemy 519 520

becomes doctrine.  521

It is not just deception by darkness—it is deception by 
distortion, a hallmark of Mormonism from day one. 

When fear-based coercion and deception are your 
weapons of control, the deceiver uses satanic wordplay not 

 Joseph Smith practiced secret polygamy—including with already-518

married women and teenage girls—while publicly condemning it. This 
was later redefined as “eternal marriage” and sanctified retroactively. 
See D&C 132 and LDS essay, Plural Marriage in Kirtland and Nauvoo 
(2014).

 Mormonism teaches that humans can become gods, continuing 519

eternally as creators—an expansion of polytheistic logic wrapped in 
Christian terminology. See LDS Gospel Topics Essay: Becoming Like 
God (2014).

 In 3 Nephi 9:2, the voice of Jesus declares: “The devil laugheth, and 520

his angels rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and daughters of 
my people.” This follows mass destruction attributed to divine wrath. 
The verse attributes mass killing to righteousness—flipping the moral 
framework of Jesus’ ministry into divine vengeance.

 LDS doctrine asserts that the Holy Spirit commanded deception and 521

murder (1 Nephi 4), and that burning emotional confirmation is proof of 
truth (Moroni 10:4), sanctifying experiences that directly contradict 
Jesus’ teaching and blaspheming the Spirit by misattribution (see 
Matthew 12:31–32).
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simply to confuse—but to reshape the rules of language, 
morality, and meaning. This manipulation is designed to 
bend the victim’s thoughts, hijack their discernment, and 
embed the lie at the level of belief. Constant confusion 
means less time to research, reflect, or awaken to the 
spiritual influence they are unknowingly inviting in. 

If Moroni 10:4 sets the trap, then this is the spirit that 
answers. 

Fingerprint 7 reveals how the lying, deceptive, 
murderous spirit at the core of Mormonism teaches its 
followers to confirm the lie, defend the lie, and 
ultimately worship the spirit behind it as God. This 
process begins with a ritual—one found in the final verses of 
the Book of Mormon and repeated by every missionary and 
convert. Members are instructed to read the Book of 
Mormon and then pray to know if it is true. If they pray 
with what is called “a sincere heart,” they are promised 
that the Holy Ghost will manifest the truth of the book to 
them—through a feeling. A burning in the chest. A sense of 
peace. A spiritual warmth. A “yes” from God, delivered by 
sensation. 

But based on our evidence in this book, pause and 
consider what they are actually asking. 
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They are praying to a spirit who, within the very book 
they are testing, commanded murder, deception, lies, 
kidnapping and robbery (1 Nephi 4), lied about the future 
(Mormon 8:2), claimed the slaughter of cities (3 Nephi 9), 
and spoke with the exact words and logic of Caiaphas—and 
asking that spirit: Is this from God? 

It’s a paranormal confirmation ritual, disguised as 
prayer, that invites a spirit who has already shown 
himself to be a deceiver, a killer, and a liar to testify of his 
own innocence. And when the feeling arrives—as it often 
does—the trap is set. 

Because once you receive the feeling, you are told by the 
Book of Mormon to never deny it.  522

To doubt the burning is to risk damnation. To walk back 
your testimony is to be labeled an apostate. And worst of 
all, you are warned that to deny the “witness of the Spirit” 
is to risk committing the unpardonable sin—blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost. 

But this is the real blasphemy: 

 Alma 39:5-6522
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It was never blasphemy to doubt a feeling. It was 
blasphemy to assign the attributes of Satan to the Holy 
Spirit in the first place. 

The spirit in 1 Nephi 4 justified murder with the logic of 
Christ’s executioner. The voice in 3 Nephi 9 claimed to have 
burned innocent children and announced that Satan was 
laughing. The prophecy of saving the Nephites turned out 
to be false. The nation did dwindle. They were destroyed. 

And yet that spirit is called the Holy Ghost. 
That is not a mistake. 
That is spiritual identity theft—and Mormonism made it 

sacred. 

It tells you to ask that spirit if it is divine. Then it 
interprets the emotional response as proof. This is the zero-
day exploit—the anesthetic turned sacrament. You were 
never testing the spirit. You were authorizing it. The 
emotion didn’t confirm truth. It disabled your spiritual 
firewall. And what you welcomed wasn’t revelation. It was 
installation. And once you believe, it threatens you with the 
wrath of God if you ever reconsider. It redefines the 
unforgivable sin as doubt—when the actual sin was ever 
calling that spirit holy. 

This is not faith. It is not revelation. 
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It is spiritual possession by consent—emotionally 
confirmed, theologically protected, and psychologically 
reinforced until the soul no longer knows the voice of 
Christ from the voice of a counterfeit. 

And that is the final fingerprint: 
Not just deception. Not just destruction. 
But spiritual malware disguised as faith—installed by 

emotion, defended by fear, and updated weekly in church. 
Worshiping the liar who claimed to be God—and calling it 
testimony. 

This is not just a false gospel. 
It’s a parasitic one. 

Fingerprint 8: The False Revelation That Launches 
the Lie 

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” —Matthew 
7:15  523

The eighth fingerprint of darkness takes us back to the 
very beginning. The “First Vision” is presented by the 

 Matthew 7:15 — False Prophets Warning: 523

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but 
inwardly are ravenous wolves.” — The Holy Bible, Matthew 7:15 (ESV).
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as the sacred 
origin story of Mormonism:  a heavenly visitation in 524

which God the Father and Jesus Christ appear to young 
Joseph Smith and tell him that none of the Christian 
churches are true.  525

But this is no harmless story. It is the most diabolical 
inversion of all. A false revelation that lays the foundation 
for every lie that follows. 

 First Vision as Foundational to Mormon Doctrine: 524

The First Vision is explicitly positioned by LDS leaders as the 
cornerstone of Mormonism. 
“The First Vision of Joseph Smith is bedrock theology to the Church.” —
Dieter F. Uchtdorf, General Conference, April 2016 
“Our entire case as members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints rests on the validity of this glorious First Vision.” —Gordon B. 
Hinckley, General Conference, April 2002

 LDS Official Account of the First Vision: 525

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints teaches that in 1820, 
Joseph Smith saw both God the Father and Jesus Christ in response to 
prayer. See: Joseph Smith—History 1:17–20, Pearl of Great Price 
“I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, 
standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by 
name and said, pointing to the other—This is My Beloved Son. Hear 
Him!”
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From the outset, Joseph’s narrative is soaked in disdain 
for Christianity.  In his own words, he dismisses the 526

Christian process of conversion—faith in Jesus, repentance, 
and baptism—as “pretended” and “more feigned than 
real.”  He mocks the zeal of the pastors and the joy of the 527

converts. He scoffs at their emotion. He interprets their 
disagreements not as the natural struggle of sincere 
seekers, but as proof that all Christian faiths were false 
from the beginning. “The seemingly good feelings of both 
the priests and the converts,” he wrote, “were more 
pretended than real.” This is the tone—not sorrow, not 
spiritual curiosity, but contempt. 

Even before his so-called vision, Joseph admits he 
already suspected that every denomination was wrong. “I 

 Joseph’s Contempt for Christianity / Mocking Tone: 526

Joseph Smith—History 1:6 
“The whole district of country seemed affected by it… and great 
multitudes united themselves to the different religious parties, which 
created no small stir and division amongst the people… I was greatly 
surprised at the love and good feelings professed by the converts and 
the priests… for the seemingly good feelings of both the priests and the 
converts were more pretended than real.”

 Dismissal of Conversion as “Pretended” and “Feigned”: 527

Joseph Smith—History 1:6 
“The seemingly good feelings of both the priests and the converts were 
more pretended than real; for a scene of great confusion and bad 
feeling ensued…”

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 385



often said to myself,” he wrote, “What is to be done? Who 
of all these parties are right; or, are they all wrong 
together?”  That sentence alone should end the 528

conversation. He didn’t go to God to find Christ.  He went 529

looking for confirmation of his suspicion that the entire 
Christian church was wrong.  530

 Joseph Admits He Already Suspected All Churches Were Wrong: 528

Joseph Smith—History 1:10 
“In the midst of this war of words and tumult of opinions, I often said 
to myself: What is to be done? Who of all these parties are right; or, are 
they all wrong together? If any one of them be right, which is it, and 
how shall I know it?”

 He Didn’t Seek Christ—He Sought Validation of Doubt (Implied Bias): 529

This is an interpretive point based on Joseph Smith—History 1:10–13, 
where Joseph focuses on religious confusion and philosophical doubt, 
rather than seeking personal salvation or forgiveness through Christ. 
Notably, he does not express a desire to accept Jesus or repent—but to 
resolve an intellectual dilemma: 
“I was one day reading the Epistle of James, first chapter and fifth 
verse… Never did any passage of scripture come with more power to 
the heart of man than this did at this time to mine.”

 Missing Christian Conversion Motives (Faith, Repentance, Christ-530

centered longing): 
Contrast with biblical examples of spiritual seekers such as 

Cornelius (Acts 10), the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8), or Paul’s repentance 
(Acts 9). Joseph’s narrative lacks any sense of conviction of sin, desire 
for Jesus, or need for salvation—suggesting a quest for superiority, not 
redemption.
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But the deeper issue wasn’t his suspicion—it was what he 
failed to see. The only one who is truly right is Jesus. Not 
Joseph. Not Methodists. Not Baptists. Not “the one true 
church.” Jesus alone.  And that is exactly who Joseph 531

bypassed from the very beginning. 

Worse still, Joseph claims that the Bible could not be 
trusted—not because the Word itself was unclear, but 
because, as he saw it, religious teachers disagreed on 
interpretation. “The teachers of religion… understood the 
same passages of scripture so differently,” he claimed, “as 
to destroy all confidence in settling the question by an 
appeal to the Bible.”  This wasn’t spiritual hunger. This 532

was spiritual rejection.  

 “The only one who is truly right is Jesus… Jesus alone.” 531

This echoes Jesus’ own claims: 
• John 14:6 — “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” 
• Matthew 17:5 — “This is my beloved Son… listen to him!” 
• Acts 4:12 — “There is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.”

 Joseph Claims Bible Cannot Be Trusted Due to Differing 532

Interpretations: Joseph Smith—History 1:12 
“The teachers of religion understood the same passages of scripture so 
differently as to destroy all confidence in settling the question by an 
appeal to the Bible.”
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By his own admission, he had never even prayed aloud 
until that moment. “It was the first time in my life,” he said, 
“that I had made such an attempt, for amidst all my 
anxieties I had never as yet made the attempt to pray 
vocally.”  And yet, we are expected to believe that God the 533

Father and Jesus Christ appeared to him personally in 
response to his first vocal prayer while doubting 
Christianity.  534

 Joseph’s First Ever Vocal Prayer Was the First Vision: 533

Joseph Smith—History 1:14 
“It was the first time in my life that I had made such an attempt, for 
amidst all my anxieties I had never as yet made the attempt to pray 
vocally.”

 “We are expected to believe that God appeared in response to a first 534

prayer while doubting Christianity.” This comment critiques the 
foundational claim of Joseph Smith—History 1:15–17, where Joseph—
having never prayed vocally before—claims an immediate theophany. 
“Exerting all my powers to call upon God to deliver me… I saw a pillar 
of light…” This contrasts sharply with biblical patterns of delayed or 
tested revelation (e.g., Daniel 10:12–13; Acts 9:9–12).
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Joseph was not a follower of Christ, not washed in the 
Word, not seeking truth in the name of Jesus.  He was 535

simply looking for answers about who was right and who 
was wrong—from anyone who would give them.  And 536

someone did. 
 
Before Joseph saw the “pillar of light,” he describes being 
seized by overwhelming darkness —a force so powerful, 537

so suffocating, that he believed he was about to be 
destroyed. He did not rebuke it in the name of Jesus. He did 
not call on Christ.  He simply cried out vaguely to 538

 Joseph Not a Follower of Christ / Not Washed in the Word: 535

Nowhere in Joseph Smith—History 1 does he mention a relationship 
with Jesus, personal repentance, or reverence for the Bible. On the 
contrary, he distrusts the scriptures ( JS-H 1:12) and views Christians 
with suspicion ( JS-H 1:6). This contradicts John 10:27 — “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”

 Joseph was “looking for answers—from anyone who would give 536

them.” This line aligns with 2 Timothy 4:3–4 — 
“For the time will come when people will not endure sound doctrine… 
and will turn aside to myths.”

 Overcome by Darkness Before the Vision: Joseph Smith—History 1:15–537

16, “Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a 
time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction.”

 Did Not Rebuke in Jesus’ Name / No Call to Christ: Nowhere in JS-H 538

1:15–17 does Joseph invoke the name of Jesus or rebuke the darkness. In 
contrast, the Bible commands believers to resist the devil ( James 4:7) 
and cast out demons in Christ’s name (Mark 16:17, Acts 16:18).
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“God.”  That detail alone—recorded in his own narrative—539

is damning.  Even the newest follower of Jesus 540

understands that darkness flees at the name of Christ.  541

Scripture is clear: demons are cast out in His name, not 
through generic prayers to an unknown deity.  So either 542

Joseph knowingly refused to invoke the power of Jesus—
welcoming the presence of that dark force, which he would 
later describe in reverent, almost worshipful terms —or 543

he was spiritually ignorant, which only proves he was never 
a Christian to begin with. Either way, the outcome is the 

 Prayed Vaguely to “God”: JS-H 1:16 “I called upon God to deliver me 539

out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me…”

 Joseph Smith—History 1:16 540

“I called upon God to deliver me out of the power of this enemy which 
had seized upon me.” 
No mention of Jesus. No rebuke. No testing of spirits (cf. 1 John 4:1).

 Luke 10:17 “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 541

James 4:7

 Mark 16:17, “In my name they will cast out demons…”542

 1835 First Vision Account ( Joseph Smith Papers), “Some actual being 543

from the unseen world had such marvelous power as I had never 
before felt in any being.” 
— JSP, Journal, 9 November 1835, p. 24. 
This quote clearly refers to the being before the light.
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same: the so-called “First Vision” begins with full 
submission to a spirit Joseph neither tested nor resisted.  544

And then, crucially, he describes this dark power—before 
the light—as the most powerful spiritual force he had ever 
encountered: “Some actual being from the unseen world,” 
he wrote, “had such marvelous power as I had never before 
felt in any being.”  545

Let that sink in. The “marvelous power”  wasn’t the 546

light. It was the enemy. It was Satan himself—seizing Joseph 
with a force so overwhelming, so intoxicating, that it left a 

 1 John 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 544

see whether they are from God…”

 Quote: “Some actual being from the unseen world…” From Joseph’s 545

1835 First Vision account, found in the Joseph Smith Papers ( JSP): 
“I made a fruitless attempt to pray… [I was] seized upon by some power 
which entirely overcame me… I exerted all my powers to call upon God 
to deliver me… [Then] a pillar of fire appeared above my head… Some 
actual being from the unseen world had such marvelous power as I had 
never before felt in any being.” 
– JSP, Journal, 9 November 1835, p. 24

 The “marvelous power” was pre-light / from the enemy: Same 546

source as above. This is one of the most damning admissions—Joseph 
places the greatest spiritual power he had ever felt before the 
appearance of light, and describes it as overpowering, destructive, and 
“from the unseen world.”
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spiritual imprint deeper than anything he had ever known.  

Additionally, this "Marvelous power as I had never 
before felt in any being”, the word "felt" is worth noting. It's 
sensory and internal, not observational. You don't "feel" 
something from a distance. You feel it through contact or 
immersion, Joseph Smith’s own words indicate he was 
consumed by this “marvelous power” of Satan which he 
then failed to dispel with the power of Jesus Christ.  

And then—after that force nearly destroyed him—a pillar 
of light appeared. But the door was already open.  547

Now here’s the part that should stop every thinking 
person cold: even with full editorial control, the LDS 
Church preserves and promotes this story. They canonized 

 Joseph Smith—History 1:16 (1838 version, canonized) 547

“…I was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to destruction—
not to an imaginary ruin, but to the power of some actual being from 
the unseen world, who had such marvelous power as I had never 
before felt in any being—just at this moment of great alarm, I saw a 
pillar of light…” 
— Pearl of Great Price 

Also see: 
Joseph Smith Papers, Journal, 9 November 1835 (1835 version) 
“…some being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous power 
as I had never before felt in any being…”
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it.  They quote it in general conference.  They built their 548 549

entire theology on it. Ask yourself—if someone were 
attacked, overpowered, nearly destroyed by a dark, 
suffocating force, would they later describe that being as 
“the most marvelous power I had ever felt in any being”?  550

Not unless something is deeply broken. Not unless they still 
believe the lie, are complicit or now belong to it. 

This wasn’t revelation. It was the first infection. A 
parasite of false light—welcomed by invitation, sustained 
through deception, and passed on by consent. What began 
as Joseph’s private submission to a spirit he neither tested  551

nor rebuked became the template for millions. A 

 Joseph Smith—History 1:1–26 is canonized in LDS scripture, Pearl of 548

Great Price, and promoted in official doctrine.

 “Our entire case as members of the Church rests on the validity of 549

this glorious First Vision.” — Gordon B. Hinckley, April 2002 General 
Conference 
“The First Vision… is bedrock theology.” — Dieter F. Uchtdorf, April 
2016 General Conference

 The exact phrase “most marvelous power” appears in both 1835 and 550

1838 versions, always before the appearance of light and without any 
rebuke or testing.

 1 John 4:1 — “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 551

to see whether they are from God…” Joseph offers no rebuke, no 
scriptural filter, and no invocation of Jesus during the episode. This is a 
direct violation of New Testament instruction.
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counterfeit gospel carried not by force, but by fascination. 
Not by truth, but by spiritual complicity. 

“Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.”  552

Now ask yourself: Which voice was this? 

Jesus, when speaking to sinners, speaks with mercy and 
truth. To the thief on the cross: “Today you will be with me 
in paradise.” To the woman caught in adultery: “Neither do 
I condemn you. Go and sin no more.” To the Samaritan 
woman: “The Father seeks those who worship in spirit and 
truth.” But Joseph Smith claimed that the being who 
appeared to him said something entirely different: “Join 
none of them.” “They are ALL wrong.” “ALL their creeds 
are an abomination.” “ALL those professors are corrupt.”  553

The term “professors” in Joseph’s account does not refer 
to university faculty. It refers to those who profess faith in 
Christ—pastors, priests, missionaries, and ordinary 

 Satan Masquerades as an Angel of Light: 2 Corinthians 11:14 552

“And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.”

 Joseph Smith—History 1:19, Pearl of Great Price (canonized LDS 553

scripture) 
“I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong; 
and the Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an 
abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt…”
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believers. In 19th-century usage, a “professor of religion” 
was anyone who publicly confessed Jesus as Lord. So when 
the spirit in the First Vision declares that “ALL those 
professors are corrupt,” it is not simply condemning 
denominational error, it is denouncing the entire body of 
Christ as false. 

The implications are staggering. If the First Vision is 
true, then the Jesus of Mormonism does not correct the 
church—he eradicates it. He damns every shepherd who led 
a flock, every preacher who proclaimed the gospel, every 
martyr who died for Christ, every baptism performed in 
His name, and every believer who lived and died in sincere 
faith. By extension, the First Vision nullifies the salvation of 
over a billion dead Christians—and hundreds of millions 
living today. 

This is not reformation. It is character assassination on a 
global scale—executed by a spirit posing as Christ. Under 
the guise of truth, it plants distrust. Behind the mask of 
light, it sows darkness. With words that sound holy and 
righteous, it cultivates deception in ears eager to hear it—
and mouths ready to repeat it. 

And all of this judgment, this total condemnation of 
Christianity, was delivered to a boy who was neither 
baptized, had never received the Holy Spirit, and—by his 
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own admission—had never once prayed aloud in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  554

Then comes the lie that exposes it all. Joseph contradicts 
himself in the very next paragraph. He says he asked God 
which sect was right because he “never supposed” they 
were all wrong. But just moments earlier, he admitted that 
he did suppose exactly that: “Are they all wrong together?” 
Caught in his own narrative, he fumbles the timeline and 
exposes his deceptive intent where simultaneously asserts 
he, “often said to himself…” and “never supposed.” As we 

 Joseph was unbaptized, had not received the Holy Ghost, and had 554

never prayed aloud: 
• Unbaptized: Joseph Smith was baptized by Oliver Cowdery on May 15, 
1829, nine years after the First Vision. 
See: Doctrine and Covenants 13:1; JS-H 1:68–73 
• Had not received the Holy Ghost: LDS doctrine teaches the Holy Ghost 
is received after baptism by the laying on of hands from priesthood 
holders. 
“The gift of the Holy Ghost is conferred upon a baptized member of the 
Church by the laying on of hands.” — Gospel Principles, Ch. 21 
• Had never prayed aloud: 
“It was the first time in my life that I had made such an attempt, for 
amidst all my anxieties I had never as yet made the attempt to pray 
vocally.” — Joseph Smith—History 1:14
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see with prolific liars, Joseph Smith can’t even keep his 
deception straight.  555

But the spirit he claims to encounter has no such 
confusion. It speaks with absolute certainty and total 
condemnation: “Join none of them. They are all wrong. All 
their creeds are an abomination. All those professors are 
corrupt.”  Not just wrong in doctrine—abominable. 556

Corrupt. Forbidden. 

The condemnation is total. The judgment is final. And 
the authority behind the words is absolute. This spirit is not 
offering guidance. It is replacing the Christian church. It is 

 Contradiction between “never supposed” and “often said to 555

myself”: 
• Joseph Smith—History 1:10 
“I often said to myself: What is to be done? Who of all these parties are 
right; or, are they all wrong together?” 
• Joseph Smith—History 1:18 
“I asked the Personages who stood above me in the light… for at this 
time it had never entered into my heart that all were wrong…” 
Joseph contradicts himself directly within a span of eight verses: first 
entertaining the idea that all churches were false, then denying he had 
ever considered it.

 Joseph Smith—History 1:19, Pearl of Great Price 556

“I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong; 
and the Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an 
abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt…”
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establishing a new gospel with a new god and a new 
prophet. 

Joseph did not go into that grove seeking truth. He went 
looking for confirmation, confirmation of his stated 
suspicions—and he was given exactly that, along with a 
mission to take it down. He didn’t cry out to be saved; he 
demanded to know who was right. And the response was 
chillingly simple: all Christianity is wrong, all creeds are an 
abomination, all Christians are corrupt. 

This was no revelation. It was a deal. A transaction 
between a willing vessel and a counterfeit spirit. And the 
spirit delivered. A divine endorsement. A calling. A mantle. 
But it wasn’t from heaven. 

And Joseph obeyed. 

He left the grove not praising Jesus, not preaching 
repentance, not submitting to the cross. Instead of 
proclaiming to his mother that he had just seen Christ, he 
told her simply, “I have learned for myself that 
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Presbyterianism is not true.”  The first words from his 557

mouth were not of Jesus Christ and a supposed miracle of 
meeting him and salvation, but of separation and 
corruption. Joseph did not disturb the kingdom of darkness
—he was recruited into it. He emerged from that grove with 
a new message, a new spirit, and a new gospel—but not the 
gospel of Christ.  558

This is the first inversion. The origin story. The false light 
that leads to a counterfeit faith. And once you believe that 
Jesus Himself condemned the entire body of Christ, once 
you accept that all Christians are corrupt, once you agree 
that only Joseph’s new message is true, then the trap is 
already set. Everything that follows—the golden plates, the 
lying, deceptive and murdering spirit of 1 Nephi 4, the 
innocent child–murdering Mormon Jesus of 3 Nephi 9:2, the 

 Joseph Smith—History 1:20 557

“When the mother inquired what the matter was with me, I replied, ‘I 
have learned for myself that Presbyterianism is not true.’” 
Joseph makes no mention of Jesus, repentance, or salvation—only 
rejection.

 Galatians 1:6–8 558

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you 
in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not that 
there is another one… But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him 
be accursed.”
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manifested sign–seeking ritual of Moroni 10:4—all of it rests 
on this foundation.  559

 
Fingerprint 9: The Final Nail in the Coffin 

We finally arrive at the ninth fingerprint of darkness, and 
it truly is the final nail in the coffin of Mormonism. 

Latter‑day Saints pride themselves on ‘secret 
knowledge’—truths that their god supposedly revealed 
through Mormon prophets and restored in the latter days. 
That pride is concentrated in the temple, it is precisely 
there, at the veil, that this ‘revelation’ shows its true face. 

In the Mormon temple at the veil, the Latter‑day Saint 
endowment delivers a crucifixion lecture that does not 
come from the Bible or the Book of Mormon. 

 See prior citations for: 559

• 1 Nephi 4:13 — Spirit justifies murder: “It is better that one man should 
perish…” 
• 3 Nephi 9:2 — Mormon Jesus says: “The devil laugheth… because of 
the slain of the fair sons and daughters of my people” 
• Moroni 10:4 — Teaches emotion-based confirmation: “He will manifest 
the truth… by the power of the Holy Ghost” 
• JS–H 1:19 — “They were all wrong… all their creeds were an 
abomination… all those professors were corrupt.” 
Each of these pillars rests on the first inversion: that Jesus Himself 
appeared to a non-Christian and condemned the entire Christian 
church.
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“When he was placed upon the cross, the crucifiers 
drove nails through the palms of his hands; then, fearing 
that the weight of his body would cause the nails to tear 
through the flesh of his hands, they drove nails through 
his wrists. Hence in the palm is the Sign of the Nail, and in 
the wrist is the Sure Sign of the Nail, or the Nail in the 
Sure Place.”  560

With that, the ceremony pretends to hand you inside 
information about the murder of Christ: 

• First, nails are driven through the palms. 
• Then the crucifiers, fearing the flesh will tear, drive 

second nails through the wrists, “in a sure place.” 
• The palm wound is christened the “Sign of the Nail.” 

 LDS temple endowment (veil instruction) describes a two-stage 560

crucifixion and assigns doctrinal names to each wound: nails first 
“through the palms of his hands,” followed by a second placement in 
the wrists “fearing that the weight of his body would cause the nails to 
tear through the flesh,” concluding that “in the palm is the Sign of the 
Nail, and in the wrist is the Sure Sign of the Nail, or the Nail in the Sure 
Place.” See Temple Endowment Ceremonies, Part 5: The Veil, https://
user.xmission.com/~research/central/temple5a.pdf; 1990 Terrestrial 
Endowment Script, http://www.ldsendowment.org/
1990terrestrial.html; and The Veil Ceremony, http://
www.ldsendowment.org/veil.html.
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• The wrist wound is exalted as the “Sure Sign of the 
Nail,” the “nail in the sure place.”  561

 
The claim is clear: we know the upgraded nail pattern. We 
can tell you what really happened when the hammer fell.  562

But when we turn back to the actual witness of God, the 
ground under that claim vanishes. The New Testament and 
the Book of Mormon speak only of “the prints of the nails 
in my hands and in my feet.” No inspired writer ever 
describes a palm‑then‑wrist sequence, no one reports a 
conference of anxious executioners, and no one delivers a 

 LDS temple endowment (veil instruction) presents a two-stage 561

crucifixion and assigns formal names to each wound: nails first 
“through the palms of his hands,” followed by a second placement in 
the wrists “fearing that the weight of his body would cause the nails to 
tear through the flesh of his hands,” concluding that “in the palm is the 
Sign of the Nail, and in the wrist is the Sure Sign of the Nail, or the Nail 
in the Sure Place.” See Temple Endowment Ceremonies, Part 5: The 
Veil, https://user.xmission.com/~research/central/temple5a.pdf; 1990 
Terrestrial Endowment Script, http://www.ldsendowment.org/
1990terrestrial.html; and The Veil Ceremony, http://
www.ldsendowment.org/veil.html.

 See Crucifixion, in New Testament History, Culture, and Society, 562

published by the Religious Studies Center at Brigham Young University, 
which discusses historical practices of Roman crucifixion, including 
methods of affixing victims to the cross and the physical realities of 
execution. Available at: https://rsc.byu.edu/new-testament-history-
culture-society/crucifixion.
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lecture on a special “sure” nail.  
 
Isaiah’s “nail in a sure place” speaks of Jesus Christ as a nail 
in a sure and secure position and full authority of God, and 
Christians have rightly seen it as a type of Christ’s 
reliability; it absolutely does not unveil a second, improved 
crucifixion technique to prevent the tearing of our Savior’s 
flesh as He allows himself to be tortured. In plain terms: 
this “higher knowledge” about a secret wrist nail comes 
from the Mormon temple script alone. It does not come 
from Jesus. It does not come from His apostles. It comes 
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from somewhere else.  563

Worse than the content is the point of view. Read the 
voice in that lecture:  
 
“fearing that the weight of his body would cause the nails 
to tear through the flesh of his hands, they drove nails 
through his wrists.”  
 
That is not the heart of the disciple. It is not the heart of the 
Father. It is the mind and perspective of the torturer. It 
thinks like the man holding the whip, the hammer and the 

 Both biblical and Book of Mormon accounts of the crucifixion refer 563

simply to “the prints of the nails” in Christ’s hands and feet, without 
describing a two-stage palm-then-wrist nailing or any “sure” placement 
of a second nail (cf. John 20:25–27; 3 Nephi 11:14–15). See also George L. 
Mitton, “The Crucifixion as a Mockery, Witness, and Warning of the 
Judgment,” which discusses the scriptural portrayal of the crucifixion 
without introducing any additional nail-placement sequence (https://
archive.bookofmormoncentral.org/sites/default/files/archive-files/pdf/
mitton/2019-05-06/
george_l._mitton_the_crucifixion_as_a_mockery_witness_and_warning_of_
the_judgment_2019.pdf ); and “The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ,” 
Understanding Mormonism, summarizing biblical and Latter-day Saint 
scriptural descriptions of the event, likewise without reference to a 
distinct palm-then-wrist sequence or a named “sure” nail (https://
www.understandingmormonism.org/jesus_crucifixion). These sources 
reflect the consistent scriptural record, which does not provide the 
detailed mechanical explanation found in later temple materials.
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nails of death. Test the first method. Anticipate failure: the 
flesh may tear. Design a better way to keep the victim 
pinned in place.  564

 
The Father does not record and dignify fine‑tuning nail 
placement by the murderers that tortured the Son of God. 
The Son does not boast about the most efficient way to 
fasten His own body to the wood. Only a the most evil of 
spirits that identifies with the crucifiers would eagerly say 
to worshipers, “Let me tell you the real method. Let me 
give you the improved nail pattern that NO ONE but us 
knows.” The very content of the lecture is a confession; it is 
a forensic fingerprint and a pact of murderers sealed with a 
symbolic handshake of secret knowledge. 

 LDS temple endowment (veil instruction) explicitly frames the wrist-564

nailing as a corrective measure to prevent the victim from tearing free: 
“then, fearing that the weight of his body would cause the nails to tear 
through the flesh of his hands, they drove nails through his wrists.” See 
Temple Endowment Ceremonies, Part 5: The Veil, https://
user.xmission.com/~research/central/temple5a.pdf; 1990 Terrestrial 
Endowment Script, http://www.ldsendowment.org/
1990terrestrial.html; and The Veil Ceremony, http://
www.ldsendowment.org/veil.html. The explanation is not devotional or 
testimonial; it is mechanical—identifying a failure point in the initial 
nailing and introducing a second placement to ensure the body 
remains fixed—an analytic perspective absent from the canonical 
accounts of the crucifixion.
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And then comes the knife‑twist. This invented 
torture‑detail is not merely told; it is enacted as the final 
password. The second token of the Melchizedek 
priesthood, “the patriarchal grip, or Sure Sign of the Nail” 
requires the temple patron to clasp the worker’s right 
hand, interlock little fingers, and press the forefinger into 
the center of the wrist, exactly where the lecture says the 
“sure” nail was driven. That grip, joined with a spoken 
name, is the ritual credential used to pass the veil and enter 
the presence of God.  565

In other words: 
 

 The LDS temple endowment identifies the “second token of the 565

Melchizedek priesthood” as “the patriarchal grip, or Sure Sign of the 
Nail,” described as a specific handclasp used at the veil in conjunction 
with a spoken name to gain entry into the presence of God. 
Contemporary summaries of the ceremony describe the gesture as 
clasping right hands, interlocking little fingers, and placing the 
forefinger at the wrist corresponding to the crucifixion narrative 
presented in the endowment. See The Law of Sacrifice: Covenants in 
the LDS Temple Endowment, https://
templeendowment.wordpress.com/2021/09/19/the-law-of-sacrifice-
covenants-in-the-lds-temple-endowment/. For comparison, historical 
treatments of crucifixion emphasize general methods of affixing the 
victim to the cross but do not prescribe ritual reenactments or salvific 
gestures tied to specific nail placements; see Crucifixion, Religious 
Studies Center at Brigham Young University, https://rsc.byu.edu/new-
testament-history-culture-society/crucifixion.
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• You are given secret knowledge of a second nail that no 
scriptural witness ever mentions. 
• You are required to physically imitate the crucifier’s grip 
on that “sure place.” 
• You are told that this union of hidden torture lore and 
murder‑grip is your key to the highest heaven. 
 
That is not overheated rhetoric.  That is the architecture of 
the ordinance. Secret knowledge of the torture of Jesus is, 
quite literally, treated as the key to Mormon heaven. 

 
Now ask the only honest question: what spirit would step 
into the silence of Scripture and say to Latter‑day Saints, 
“Only I know how I really did it—first the palms, then the 
wrists. Put your finger here. This is the Sure Sign. Use it at 
my veil”? 

The Spirit of God magnifies the open cross and the open 
tomb. He proclaims a public sacrifice, once for all, and a 
public resurrection, once for all. He does not trade in 
whispered upgrades to the mechanics of the nails. 

A counterfeit spirit, by contrast, revels in what is hidden 
and sadistic. It delights in “secret” torture details. It invites 
the devout to reenact those details with their own bodies 
and calls the reenactment obedience and covenant. 
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It is the ninth fingerprint of darkness, the place where 
the spirit behind the system stops disguising itself and 
effectively signs its name, waiting for the Mormon’s finger 
to press into the symbolic nail‑wound, to accept the secret 
knowledge, and to join the clan of his true enemies, who 
have always operated in the dark. 

We started this book clarifying the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
using this little 3 letter word ALL. What Jesus said was that 
ALL the prophets and the laws were based on LOVE, loving 
God and loving your neighbor as yourself.  

The Gospel is so simple that it can never leave the world 
as long as LOVE exists in the souls of men. And this is the 
genius of Jesus Christ’s clarification of the Gospel, it is SO 
simple yet SO deep that it can never be destroyed and the 
necessity of a restoration after an apostasy is a complete 
farce. Did mankind’s love for God completely disappear? 
Did mankind’s love for their neighbor completely 
disappear?  

Mormonism was not and is not the restoration of truth. 
It is the inversion of everything Christ ever taught. It’s not a 
vision. It’s a possession. And that grove wasn’t holy ground
—it was ground zero. 
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Because the spirit behind this event wasn’t just lying—it 
was executing something far more dangerous. The day-one 
exploit. The spiritual Trojan horse. The hypersonic nuclear 
weapon of Satan’s arsenal is, naturally, the weaponization 
of the one unforgivable sin: blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit. But that level of deception is so technically difficult, 
so spiritually intricate, that it could only be architected and 
deployed at scale under one condition: complete fiction. 
Total fantasy. Satan had to construct an entirely imaginary 
narrative—and then somehow convince millions to accept 
fiction as truth, illusion as revelation, and emotional 
manipulation as divine confirmation. 

Look at the raw architecture of this deception: blanket 
condemnation of ALL (all x 3) of Christianity by a supposed 
direct visit from Jesus; imaginary golden plates, written in 
an invented language, about a fictional civilization, dictated 
by a non-Christian convicted conman, failed treasure 
hunter, and future pedophile and sexual predator—who 
claimed to translate it using a magic rock in a hat. That is 
the level of fabrication required to deploy a spiritual 
weapon of this magnitude. 

So ask yourself: if Satan were to create an alternate 
reality—if he were to write a book, quote scripture, invoke 
Christ’s name, demand obedience, justify lies, deception, 
and violence, put the words and logic of Satan and 
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Caiaphas into the mouth of the Holy Spirit, make false 
prophecy, encourage testing God and the seeking of riches, 
show the resurrected Mormon Jesus burning innocent 
children and weaponizing Satan’s own laughter as a tool of 
coercion to weaponize the one unforgivable sin, what 
would it look like? It would look exactly like this. That’s not 
coincidence. That’s proof that can be independently 
verified by any earnest, honest, and logical third-party 
observer. 

The architecture of the Catch-666 four-stage mechanism 
exposes intelligence, not accident.  It is a moral algorithm 
designed to override conscience, redefine sin, unveil its 
own inversion, and then demand renewed allegiance to the 
very power that engineered it.  What begins as revelation 
ends as recursion: the believer becomes both subject and 
instrument of the lie.  The final cruelty is awareness—seeing 
the trap and still being compelled to call it truth.  That is 
not confusion; it is captivity.  And the question that remains 
is not whether the design is malevolent, but who—or what—
required it to be so perfectly built.  
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And now you know the truth. And as long as you are 
willing to burn the lies, the truth will set you free.  566

 John 8:32 566

“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
Also referenced: 
• Matthew 12:31–32 — The unforgivable sin: “blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit” 
• 2 Thessalonians 2:9–11 — “False signs and wonders… God sends them a 
strong delusion” 
• Galatians 1:8 — “Even if we or an angel from heaven… let him be 
accursed” 
• Matthew 4:7 — “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test” 
• Luke 18:22–25 — “Sell everything you have… then come, follow me” 
(vs. Book of Mormon’s rich-seeking inversion)

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 411



Chapter 8 
SATAN’S PASSION PLAY 

THE FINAL CHAPTER 
“For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and 

murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie..” 
— Revelations 22:15 

What if I told you the most important scene in the Book 
of Mormon is Satan’s own passion play, where he 
symbolically kills Jesus Christ, takes His place, steals His 
authority, and ensnares the aspiring believer into willingly 
accepting and supporting the One Unforgivable Sin while 
he does it?  567

This is where all the threads of the Catch-666 
converge.   568

 This refers to the structural inversion of Christ’s Passion narrative 567

found in 1 Nephi 4. See: Matthew 26–27; Mark 14–15; Luke 22–23; John 
18–19.

 Catch-666 refers to the triad of inversion texts in the Book of 568

Mormon (1 Nephi 4:13, 3 Nephi 9:2, Moroni 10:4) which together create 
a recursive trap of false revelation.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 412



The words and logic of Caiaphas of 1 Nephi 4:13  569

The conscience override of 3 Nephi 9:2  570

The low-grade possession of invitation in Moroni 10:4.  571

Here, in one grotesquely detailed fantasy narrative, the 
Book of Mormon doesn’t just tell a story. It enacts a 
participatory event in which the villains become the heroes 
and an aspiring believer is allowed to step into the shoes of 
a Pharisee and willingly not just commit the one 
unforgivable sin, but embrace it with full religious fervor.   572

 1 Nephi 4:13 teaches: “It is better that one man should perish than 569

that a nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief.” This is directly 
parallel to John 11:50, where Caiaphas justifies the execution of Jesus: 
“It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people…”

 3 Nephi 9:2 portrays “Mormon” Jesus from heaven taking credit for 570

mass destruction of innocent children to the laughter of Satan: “…the 
devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice, because of the slain of the fair 
sons and daughters of my people. This is followed by claimed divine 
self-identification, creating a conscience inversion.

 Moroni 10:4 instructs the reader to pray for a spiritual confirmation 571

of the text. This functions as a mechanism of epistemic entrapment 
when paired with counterfeit revelation narratives.

 The Passion inversion parallels the mechanism by which the 572

Pharisees condemned Christ under religious justification. See Matthew 
26:59–66; John 11:47–53.
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In 1 Nephi 3 and 4 the Book of Mormon stages an 
allegorical ritual  in which: 573

• The lawful guardian of the Word is murdered   574

• His garments and armor are stripped, stolen and 
deceptively worn by the murderer  575

• His voice, knowledge and history is stolen by 
necromantic means and used as an instrument of 
deception  576

• His servant is bound to the imposter by oaths coerced 
by lies, deception and fear   577

• The Word, the scriptures are stolen and carried 
away  578

 1 Nephi 3–4 forms a narrative sequence structurally mirroring 573

Christ’s Passion but inverted — a inverted gospel.

 Laban is the legal custodian of the plates (1 Nephi 3:3). Nephi kills 574

him with his own sword (1 Nephi 4:18).

 Nephi removes Laban’s armor, sword, clothing, and uses them to 575

impersonate him (1 Nephi 4:19–35).

 Nephi speaks in Laban’s voice (1 Nephi 4:20). This is framed as 576

divine assistance (“I being constrained by the Spirit”).

 Zoram is deceived into believing Nephi is Laban (1 Nephi 4:20–27). 577

He is then compelled to join the group by oath (1 Nephi 4:32–37).

 The brass plates are taken from Jerusalem under pretense and 578

murder (1 Nephi 4:24, 38).
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• His stolen sword, the weapon of murder becomes a 
holy relic and the symbol of future rule  579

And over the entire murderous, deceptive, narrative of 
robbery and kidnapping, the Book of Mormon text insists: 

That this is the Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of the Lord.”  580

If that’s true the aspiring believer must believe that the 
Holy Spirit of Truth is a liar murderer, deceiver and a 
thief.   581

If that’s false, then the spirit speaking in 1 Nephi 4 is not 
the Holy Spirit.  

 Laban’s sword becomes a national/messianic relic among the 579

Nephites (Alma 37:14; Mosiah 1:16) and was said to be buried with the 
Gold Plates.

 The Book of Mormon claims that the voice commanding the killing 580

is “the Spirit of the Lord” (1 Nephi 4:12). This attributes all preceding 
acts to divine mandate.

 If the attributes of 1 Nephi 4 are genuinely attributed to the Holy 581

Spirit, they contradict the biblical description of the Spirit’s character: 
• Truth: John 16:13 
• Holiness: Romans 1:4 
• Conviction of sin (not commission of sin): John 16:8 
• Cannot lie: Numbers 23:19; Titus 1:2 
The inversion is total.
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There is no third option.   582

This chapter, The Final Chapter of In Defense of the 
Holy Spirit of Truth examines what happens if you take the 
Mormon scripture seriously, not just as a narrative, but as a 
allegory, ritual and spiritual mechanism.   583

Part 1: The Symbolic Cast of Characters 

Before we can study the Book of Mormon’s Satanic 
Passion Play, we must examine the cast. 

As we would expect in an allegorical experiential built 
for complete transparency and immersion of the reader, 1 
Nephi 4 is written with strange, almost obsessive attention 
to detail in chronology, intention, objects, roles and 
identities.  

• Laban 
• The brass plates 
• The sword of Laban 
• The garments and armor of Laban 

 Based on Christ’s teaching in Matthew 12:32 regarding the identity of 582

spirits and the danger of misattributing divine or demonic origin.

 This aligns with the Book of Mormon’s own claims that its stories are 583

written “for our profit and learning” (1 Nephi 19:23), implying 
allegorical use.
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• The voice, knowledge and experience of Laban 
• Zoram, the servant of Laban 
• The Oath of Zoram 
• The Holy Spirit 
• The Lord 

Taken as its asserted positioning as a literal history, it’s 
already disturbing. Taken as allegory,  it becomes 584

chillingly precise.  

Let’s first review the composition, characters, symbolic 
objects and settings of Satan’s Passion Play  inside 1 Nephi 585

4. 

Part 1: The Allegorical Cast: Main Characters 
Character/Object Allegorical Counterpart Symbolic Function

Laban Jesus Christ (lawful guardian of 
the Word)

The true keeper of God's 
testimony who is slandered, 
killed, and replaced

Nephi Caiaphas/Pilate/Jewish 
Religious Establishment

Religious authority willing to 
kill the innocent for "the 
greater good" using claimed 
divine mandate

 Allegorical reading is supported by repeated thematic inversion of 584

biblical patterns (Caiaphas logic, false witness, utilitarian necessity).

 This term refers to the narrative inversion of Christ’s Passion, where 585

the roles of guardian, accuser, murderer, and supposed divine 
authority mirror the actions of Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin ( John 11:47–
53; Matthew 26:59–66).
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The Spirit of the Lord Satan speaking as God The counterfeit voice 
commanding murder while 
claiming to be the Holy Spirit

Nephi’s Conscience The Holy Spirit of Truth Guiding to not kill 

The Lord God the Father The true God whose name is 
used by the counterfeit spirit 
to justify evil—notably spoken 
of in third person by the Spirit, 
proving they are separate 
entities.

The Brass Plates The Word of God/Gospel/
Scriptures

The divine inheritance stolen 
from its lawful guardian 
through violence

The Sword of Laban Messianic authority and power Christ’s own authority used to 
kill Him, then wielded by the 
impostor as scepter of rule

Laban’s Garments and Armor The full appearance and 
protective authority of Christ

Not just clothing but the 
complete warrior-guardian 
regalia - the impostor wearing 
both the appearance AND the 
defensive authority of the true 
guardian

Laban’s Voice The authority of Jesus Christ The counterfeit using the true 
guardian's voice to command 
and deceive

Zoram, Laban’s Servant Christ’s faithful followers Believers deceived by 
appearance and voice, bound 
by oath to false master

The Oath/Covenant Binding mechanisms of false 
religion

Covenant made in God's name 
that prevents escape once 
deception is discovered

Laban’s Home The Temple/House of God/
Visible Church

The outer structure of religious 
authority that must be invaded 
to access the inner sanctum

Laban’s Treasury The Holy of Holies/Inner 
Sanctuary

The sacred inner chamber 
where God's Word dwells - the 
ultimate target of the plunder
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The Allegorical Cast: Supporting Characters 

The Allegorical Cast: Symbolic Objects & Settings 

The Allegorical Cast: Symbolic Actions 

Character/Object Allegorical Counterpart Symbolic Function

Laman & Lemuel Doubters/Resistors who 
comply under pressure

Those who see problems but 
participate anyway due to 
family/social pressure

Sam Passive enablers Well-meaning believers who 
don't question, just follow 
silently

Lehi Religious authority demanding 
results

Leadership that values 
outcomes over ethics, doesn't 
question methods

Character/Object Allegorical Counterpart Symbolic Function

The Darkness Intentional spiritual darkness 
and concealment of truth

Enables deception; prevents 
seeing the imposter’s true 
identity

Laban’s House The seat of God’s true 
authority

Well-meaning believers who 
don't question, just follow 
silently

The Wilderness Satan’s separation/exile from 
God

Where the new counterfeit 
system is build 

Laban’s Drunkenness Helplessness/vulnerability The Guardian rendered 
defenseless, like Jesus Christ 
on the cross

Action Allegorical Meaning

Murder of Laban Symbolic murder of Jesus Christ
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The Complete Allegorical Structure 
Satan’s Passion Play of 1 Nephi 4 

 
LABAN ( Jesus Christ - lawful guardian) 

↓ 
Slandered as evil (despite evidence of restraint) 

↓ 
Killed while helpless (by religious authority using Caiaphas logic) 

↓ 
NEPHI (Religious establishment) deceives his HOUSE and plunders his 

TREASURY and takes: 
↓ 

His GARMENTS (appearance of Christ) 
His VOICE & APPEARANCE (authority of God) 
His ARMOR & SWORD (power and authority) 

His SERVANT (Christ's followers, through deception) 

Stripping and wearing of Labans clothes & armor Hijacking the name and masquerading as  
Jesus Christ

Speaking in Laban’s Voice Speaking in Christ’s name while 
contradicting His character

Deception of Zoram Fooling believers through stolen authority 
and imitated titles and appearances

Binding by Oath Locking believers into a false system through 
secret covenants and oaths

Theft of the Sword of Laban Wielding stolen authority/keys from rightful 
owner

Stealing the Brass Plates Hijacking scripture and warping the Word

Escaping to the wilderness Establishing counterfeit religion and white 
God’s church is laid to ruin
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His SCRIPTURES (the Word/gospel) 
↓ 

"THE SPIRIT" (Satan as Holy Spirit) commands and justifies it all 
↓ 

ZORAM (believers) deceived and bound 
↓ 

NEW SYSTEM established in the wilderness on stolen authority 
↓ 

MORONI 10:4 seals participation by making readers pray to the 
counterfeit for confirmation 

Let’s review each of these characters, objects and 
actions in detail. 

1. LABAN - Representing the Lawful Guardian of the 
Word, the allegorical role of Jesus Christ. 

Textual role: 
• Official keeper of the records 
• Lawful custodian of the Brass Plates, representing the 
word of God, the Gospel 
• Master of the house, treasury and servant 
representing the temple, the church and the believers 

Laban represents not merely “some guy with records,” 
but he is the official keeper of the Law and the Testimony 
that point to Jesus Christ.  

His Fate in the Passion Play: 
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• He is targeted from the outset 
• There is no legitimate planning or intent to lawfully or 
logically negotiate or purchase the plates from the 
keeper 
• He is murdered while in a helpless and defenseless 
state 
• After being killed he is stripped of his clothes and 
armor 
• His knowledge, experience and voice are stolen and 
used as the tools of deception 
• His servant is deceived, kidnapped and spiritually 
manipulated 
• His sword is stolen and kept as a symbol of authority 
• He is murdered, imitated and replaced 
Here's the revised version incorporating both textual 
betrayals: 

Although Nephi claims that Laban is both a thief and an 
attempted murderer, the text itself provides undeniable 
evidence that both accusations are fabrications. The theft 
charge appears in 1 Nephi 3:25–26, where Nephi claims that 
after they offered to purchase the brass plates with their 
family wealth, Laban “was desirous to slay us” and “sent 
his servants after us that he might slay us, that he might 
obtain our property.” Yet the narrative itself betrays this 
accusation through a glaring logistical impossibility: how 
did four brothers physically transport their entire family 
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fortune—described as “gold, and…silver, and…precious 
things” (1 Nephi 3:22)—from their home to Laban’s 
treasury? The text provides no mention of carts, pack 
animals, servants, guards, porters, or any transport 
infrastructure, though the weight and value of precious 
metals would have made such assistance unavoidable. 
Without such details, the story reads less like a historical 
account of a major logistical undertaking and more like a 
convenient excuse. Why would they bring the actual 
physical wealth rather than simply an accounting—a written 
inventory listing quantities of gold bars, silver, and precious 
items that Laban could verify and later collect? Bringing an 
inventory would have been the logical approach in ancient 
Near Eastern commercial practice as well as logistical and 
time constraints, where agreements were commonly made 
through written tallies, sealed lists, or witnessed 
inventories rather than immediate delivery of raw 
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bullion.  Instead, Nephi’s narrative requires us to believe 586

four men carried a fortune in heavy metals through 
Jerusalem to Laban’s house—an implausible detail that 
suggests the “theft” accusation was fabricated slander 
designed to justify the killing that follows.  Even worse, 587

Nephi's narrative requires us to believe four unescorted 

 On ANE (Ancient Near Eastern) commercial procedure: Transactions 586

involving large quantities of gold, silver, or portable wealth were 
normally recorded in written inventories, sealed tablets, or witnessed 
lists—not by physically moving entire treasuries at the negotiation stage. 
Physical delivery occurred after verification, agreement, and often 
third-party witnessing. See: 
• Raymond Westbrook, Property and the Family in Biblical Law 
(Sheffield Academic Press, 1991), esp. ch. 4 on recorded property 
transfers. 
• K. Lawson Younger, Ancient Near Eastern Texts and Law (Eerdmans, 
2016), pp. 211–219. 
These sources show that Nephi’s described method—carrying heavy 
metals through the city without documentation—is contrary to known 
regional practice.

 The absence of logistical detail regarding the transport of significant 587

wealth, combined with the improbability of four young men carrying 
such weight unaided, strongly suggests narrative fabrication. The Book 
of Mormon text provides zero operational detail about how this wealth 
was transported, guarded, measured, or secured—an omission difficult 
to reconcile with the scale of riches described. This omission becomes 
especially significant because Nephi uses the “theft” as moral 
justification for killing Laban in 1 Nephi 4; therefore, a fabricated theft 
conveniently serves the narrative need for portraying Laban as a 
criminal before his execution.
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young men carried a fortune in heavy metals through 
Jerusalem, an implausible moronic scenario in which, if any 
theft had occurred at all, the perpetrators would almost 
certainly have been opportunistic street thieves drawn to 
such an incompetent public display of unsecured wealth—
not Laban, already a rich, influential and powerful man 
with no motive to steal what four foolish strangers were 
offering to trade.  588

The Survival Paradox: If Laban Wanted to, They 
Would Already Be Dead 

 If theft occurred, opportunistic street thieves—not Laban—would be 588

the logical culprits (1 Nephi 3:3–4) 
Laban is introduced as: 
• wealthy 
• powerful 
• politically connected 
• commander of soldiers 
• keeper of the treasury 
• owner of the plates 
He has no incentive to rob inexperienced desert nomads of gold when 
he could simply: 
(a) refuse their offer, or 
(b) demand legal compensation, or 
(c) seize their property lawfully (as Jerusalem elite often did under royal 
mandate). 
Meanwhile, Jerusalem—like all ANE urban centers—was known for 
opportunistic theft, particularly of unguarded valuables (cf. Proverbs 
1:10–14; reports of street violence in Judges 19; and historical records of 
theft in urban markets in the Amarna letters).
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The murder accusation is exposed as false by a simple 
logical impossibility revealed in Laman's own words. Nephi 
asserts that Laban personally threatened to kill Laman 
during their first visit (1 Nephi 3:13) and then sent armed 
servants to hunt them down during their second attempt (1 
Nephi 3:25). Yet when an angel commands them to return 
with the promise that "the Lord will deliver Laban into your 
hands," Laman responds: 

"How is it possible that the Lord will deliver Laban into 
our hands? Behold, he is a mighty man, and he can 
command fifty, yea, even he can slay fifty; then why not 
us?" (1 Nephi 3:31) 

Laman's assessment of Laban's military capability 
creates an impossible contradiction with Nephi's claim 
of two murder attempts. If Laban truly had both the 
intent (claimed by Nephi) and the capability (assessed by 
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Laman) to kill them, they would already be dead.  A 589

man powerful enough to "slay fifty" and command an 

 Laman’s statement creates a logical contradiction that exposes 589

Nephi’s account as impossible 
Laman’s description that Laban “can slay fifty” (1 Nephi 3:31) is not 
metaphorical. The Book of Mormon consistently portrays Jerusalem 
elites as militarized, wealthy, and commanding real armed retinues 
(e.g., Laban’s “servants” who already bear weapons in 1 Nephi 4:6, and 
the armed escort structure described across the Deuteronomistic 
history). 
In the ancient Near East, a man who: 
• controlled a treasury, 
• commanded soldiers, 
• belonged to the Jerusalem elite, and 
• had legal authority over records 
categorically possessed the military strength to kill four unarmed 
desert youths, especially at close range (as in 1 Nephi 3:13) or by pursuit 
(1 Nephi 3:25). There are no examples in ANE military texts of a 
commander “failing” twice to kill helpless fugitives at close quarters. 
Therefore: 
If Laban truly had murderous intent and the capability Laman 
describes, the brothers would be dead. 
The contradiction proves the murder attempts did not happen. 
Scholarly analogs: 
• K. van der Toorn, Family Religion in Babylonia, Syria, and Israel 
(Eisenbrauns, 1996), notes armed retainers always acted decisively on 
elite orders. 
• Ofer Lipschits, Jerusalem and Yehud in the Persian Period, documents 
Jerusalem elite households maintaining “private militias.” 
• No historical parallel exists where an elite commander “tries and fails 
twice” to kill unarmed boys.
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armed force does not TRY and FAIL twice to kill four 
unarmed brothers at close range. You don't attempt murder 
twice—once face-to-face, once with armed pursuit—and fail 
both times if you possess the military might Laman 
describes. 

The brothers' survival proves one of two things: Either 
Laban lacked the capability Laman describes (which 
contradicts the reality of Laban's position as keeper of the 
treasury and commander of armed servants), or Laban 
lacked the murderous intent Nephi describes. Since Laban's 
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position and authority make his capability credible, the 
murder attempts must be fabrications.  590

This is not merely narrative inconsistency—it is logical 
impossibility. Nephi cannot have it both ways: If Laban was 
powerful enough to be feared (Laman's assessment), he 
was powerful enough to complete the murder attempts 
Nephi claims happened. The fact that the brothers stand 

 Survival = Proof of No Murder Attempt (The Forensic Inference 590

Principle) 
In textual forensics, when an event should cause death (given the stated 
conditions) but does not, the logical conclusion is that the stated 
conditions never occurred. This is a standard evaluative rule in: 
• historical-critical method, 
• legal analysis of testimony credibility, and 
• narrative forensics. 
The Book of Mormon sets up mutually exclusive conditions: 
1. Laban has the capability to slay fifty. 
2. Laban makes two attempts to kill the brothers. 
3. The brothers escape unharmed each time. 
Only two can be true. 
Given Laban’s institutional authority and military role, (1) is the 
credible premise. 
Therefore (2) must be false. 
This is the same logic used when assessing contradictory witness 
statements in legal proceedings (see the principle discussed in M. 
Taragin & L. Friedman, The Logic of Legal Proof, 2018). 
Thus the brothers’ survival is direct textual evidence that Nephi’s 
murder-accusation narrative is fabricated.
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alive before the angel proves the those murder 
attempts never occurred.  591

Moreover, Laman speaks in future hypothetical—"he 
CAN slay," "why not us?"—not past traumatic experience.  592

The "CAN slay" implies has not yet done so. The "why not 

 Capability + Intent = Death; Survival = Lack of Intent 591

The logical formula is straightforward: A military commander with the 
capability to "slay fifty" (1 Nephi 3:31) and the intent to kill four 
unarmed brothers at close range would succeed. The brothers' survival 
proves either (a) Laban lacked the capability Laman describes, which 
contradicts his position as keeper of the treasury commanding armed 
servants, or (b) Laban lacked the murderous intent Nephi describes. 
Since Laban's official role establishes his capability, the murder 
attempts must be fabrications. Compare Proverbs 19:5, 9: "A false 
witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall not 
escape... A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he that speaketh 
lies shall perish."

 Linguistic Analysis: Future Hypothetical vs. Past Traumatic 592

Laman's use of modal "can" (capability) rather than experiential "did" 
(past action) is linguistically diagnostic. Survivors of violent trauma 
speak from experience: "He tried to kill us" (completed action), "We 
barely escaped" (survived event), "His servants chased us" (specific 
memory). Laman speaks from assessment: "He can slay fifty" 
(theoretical capability), "why not us?" (logical inference about future 
threat). This is the language of someone who has never experienced the 
violence described, only heard of Laban's reputation and capability. 
See van der Kolk, The Body Keeps the Score (2014), pp. 66-98, on how 
trauma survivors reference specific past events rather than 
hypothetical future threats.
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us?" implies it's a hypothetical future threat, not a twice-
survived past reality. A man who had narrowly escaped 
murder twice from someone with the power to "slay 
fifty" would not speak in calm hypotheticals about 
capability—he would speak from trauma, terror, and the 
vivid memory of barely surviving overwhelming force.  593

If they had genuinely fled two murder attempts from a 
man with this capability, Laman's response would be: "We 
barely escaped his wrath twice by God's protection—he'll 
surely kill us if we return!" Instead, he speaks analytically 
about Laban's potential threat, making no reference to 
actual past attacks. His language reveals not just that the 
murder attempts never happened, but that if Laban had 
actually wanted them dead with the capability Laman 
describes, they would not be alive to have this 
conversation. 

 Psychological Impossibility of Calm Hypothetical After Trauma 593

Post-traumatic stress research consistently shows that recent trauma 
survivors do not speak analytically about their attackers' capabilities—
they speak from visceral, emotional memory of the specific attacks. 
Laman's calm, reasoned assessment of military odds ("he can command 
fifty... he can slay fifty") is psychologically inconsistent with having 
twice narrowly escaped murder from the same person. Normal 
responses would include hypervigilance, emotional dysregulation, 
flashbacks to specific attack details, or refusal to return. Laman shows 
none of these. His composed military analysis proves no attacks 
occurred. See Herman, Trauma and Recovery (1997), pp. 33-50; 
McNally, Remembering Trauma (2003), pp. 159-181.
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But Laman's silence is even more damning than his 
words. This is the brother obsessed with wealth and 
inheritance (1 Nephi 2:11), who complained bitterly about 
leaving comfort behind, who will later rebel specifically 
over inheritance rights (1 Nephi 16:37-38).  Yet here, 594

immediately after supposedly being robbed of his entire 
family fortune, Laman says nothing about the theft. Not a 
word of rage. Not a syllable of grief over their catastrophic 
loss. No demand for vengeance against the thief. He speaks 
only of Laban's future potential danger, making no mention 
of past crimes—neither the supposed murder attempts nor 
the stolen inheritance. 

 Laman's Defining Characteristic: Obsession with Wealth and 594

Inheritance 
Laman's character is consistently defined by material concerns 
throughout the text. In 1 Nephi 2:11, he complains specifically about 
leaving "the land of our inheritance" and "our gold, and our silver, and 
our precious things" behind when Lehi departs into the wilderness. 
This is not passing mention but his central grievance—the loss of 
comfort, wealth, and inheritance rights. Later, in 1 Nephi 16:37-38, 
Laman's rebellion centers explicitly on inheritance: "And Laman said 
unto Lemuel and also unto the sons of Ishmael: Behold, let us slay our 
father, and also our brother Nephi... And after he is slain we will take 
possession of his inheritance." Laman's motivations are transparent and 
consistent: he values material inheritance above all else. This makes his 
silence about the supposed theft of their "gold, and silver, and precious 
things" (1 Nephi 3:22) not just notable but psychologically impossible if 
the theft actually occurred.
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This silence is psychologically impossible if the robbery 
occurred.  A man defined by his love of wealth doesn't 595

calmly assess military odds minutes after losing everything 
to a thief. He doesn't speak in measured hypotheticals 
about what might happen. He screams for the thief's blood. 

 The Psychological Impossibility of Silence After Catastrophic Loss 595

Laman's complete silence about the alleged theft contradicts basic 
human psychology regarding loss and grief, particularly when the loss 
involves one's defining value. Psychology of loss demonstrates that 
individuals experiencing catastrophic loss of personally significant 
assets exhibit immediate and intense emotional responses: anger, grief, 
despair, demands for justice, or revenge-seeking behavior. The absence 
of any such response is diagnostic evidence that the loss did not occur. 
See Kübler-Ross, On Death and Dying (1969), pp. 38-137 (stages of grief 
include immediate denial, anger, bargaining—never calm silence); 
Bowlby, Loss: Sadness and Depression (1980), pp. 85-96 (immediate 
protest response to loss). Laman's calm, forward-looking military 
assessment with zero reference to recent catastrophic financial loss 
proves the theft is a fabrication. A greedy man robbed of his 
inheritance would not politely discuss hypothetical future threats—he 
would demand immediate vengeance for actual past crimes.
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He demands revenge. He seethes with rage.  Laman does 596

none of this. His composed, forward-looking analysis of 
Laban's power—with complete silence about their supposed 
losses—proves both the "theft" and the "murder attempts" 
are lies Nephi fabricated after the fact to slander the man 
he was already planning to kill. 

This means only one thing: in the fictional narrative 
Laman is telling the truth through his unguarded 
testimony. Nephi is lying through his self-serving 
narration. The story Nephi presents cannot be reconciled 
with the testimony the text accidentally preserves. This is 
the Book of Mormon's most devastating internal 
contradiction—and it functions as a Satanic Easter Egg, 

 Ancient Near Eastern Context: Theft and Honor Demands 596

Immediate Response 
In ancient Near Eastern culture, theft of family wealth was not merely 
an economic crime but an honor violation requiring immediate 
response. Failure to seek justice or vengeance would bring shame upon 
the entire family. The Code of Hammurabi (Laws 6-13, c. 1750 BCE) 
prescribes death for theft, reflecting the cultural severity. In Hebrew 
tradition, theft required immediate witnesses and restitution (Exodus 
22:1-15; Leviticus 6:1-7). Laman's silence violates cultural expectations: a 
man whose family fortune has been stolen would immediately demand 
witnesses, call for legal action, or swear vengeance oaths. His complete 
silence about both the theft and any intention to seek justice proves the 
event never occurred. See Westbrook, A History of Ancient Near 
Eastern Law (2003), Vol. 1, pp. 361-430; Matthews & Benjamin, Social 
World of Ancient Israel (1993), pp. 119-145.
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preserving the truth for discerning readers while the 
majority accept Nephi's false witness at face value.  597

Satan’s Passion Play and Nephi needs Laban to be both 
wicked and homicidal to justify what comes next, so he 
narrates his own dismal failures to act as a rational business 
man as murder attempts, property enforcement as 
murderous pursuit, and either a rejected business offer or a 
fictional wealth transfer as brazen theft. His own brother's 
unguarded response to the angel's promise betrays the 

 The Satanic Easter Egg: Transparency Required for Valid Blasphemy 597

The concept of the "Satanic Easter Egg" refers to contradictory evidence 
deliberately preserved within the text that allows discerning readers to 
discover the deception. This transparency is theologically necessary for 
the accusation of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit to be valid: the 
reader must have access to the truth in order to knowingly participate 
in calling evil good (Isaiah 5:20). Laman's contradictory testimony is 
not accidental—it is structural. The text provides Laman's unguarded 
words (future hypothetical language, silence about theft and murder 
attempts) immediately adjacent to Nephi's false accusations, creating an 
internal witness against Nephi's narrative. Just as Jesus said the 
Pharisees blasphemed "knowingly" by attributing the Holy Spirit's work 
to demons despite evidence to the contrary (Matthew 12:24-32; Mark 
3:22-30), the Book of Mormon preserves evidence of Nephi's false 
witness so that readers who defend the narrative after discovering the 
contradiction are making an informed choice to embrace the lie. This 
transforms sincere deception into knowing blasphemy—calling the 
counterfeit spirit that commands murder and false witness "the Spirit of 
the Lord" despite textual evidence proving otherwise.
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truth: they hadn't actually survived murder attempts, and 
the "theft" of their property is equally dubious. 

This is not mere narrative inconsistency—it is systematic 
character assassination of the guardian to justify his 
murder.  Nephi must paint Laban as both a violent 598

criminal and a thief to make the Spirit-commanded killing 
seem righteous. But Laman's words, spoken in a moment of 
genuine fear and doubt, reveal that Laban's actual "crime" 
was only the refusal to give away the brass plates to 
uninvited strangers who had appeared out of the desert 
without legal standing or proper authorization. The 
additional claims, that he became violently angry, 

 Character Assassination as Precursor to Murder 598

The pattern of character assassination preceding execution is a 
consistent feature of judicial murder throughout history. False 
accusations must first destroy the victim's reputation to make the killing 
appear justified. Ancient legal traditions recognized this: The ninth 
commandment ("Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour," Exodus 20:16) stands alongside the sixth ("Thou shalt not 
kill") precisely because false testimony often leads directly to unjust 
death. See Deuteronomy 19:16-21, which prescribes punishment for 
false witnesses specifically in capital cases: "If a false witness rise up 
against any man... Then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to 
have done unto his brother." The Pharisees' treatment of Jesus 
exemplifies this pattern: they manufactured charges of blasphemy and 
sedition before execution (Matthew 26:59-65; John 19:7). Nephi follows 
the identical template: fabricate crimes (theft, murder attempts) → 
destroy character → claim divine/legal justification → execute.
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attempted to kill them, rejected their offer of purchase, 
stole their wealth, and chased them off, are all slanderous 
fabrications, disproven by Laman's own recorded words (1 
Nephi 3:31) and by the brothers' behavior, which never 
once includes the idea of bringing public accusations or 
legal charges against Laban.  This concealment itself 599

mirrors the secret, nighttime, extralegal trial of Jesus 
conducted by the Pharisees, where false testimony was 

 The Absence of Legal Recourse Proves False Accusation 599

If Laban had genuinely committed theft and attempted murder as 
Nephi claims, the brothers had multiple legitimate avenues for justice 
under both Jewish and Roman law: (1) Bring formal charges before 
Jewish elders. Mosaic law required witnesses for capital offenses 
(Deuteronomy 19:15: "At the mouth of two witnesses, or three 
witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death"). If Laban 
had stolen their wealth and twice attempted murder, this would easily 
meet the evidentiary standard. (2) Appeal to Roman authorities. Rome 
maintained order in Jerusalem and heard cases involving theft and 
assault. (3) Seek temple intervention. Given Laban's position as keeper 
of sacred records, temple authorities would have jurisdiction over 
complaints. The brothers pursue none of these options. Instead, they 
conduct a nighttime extrajudicial killing without trial, without 
witnesses, and without legal process—the actions of murderers, not 
victims seeking justice. Their avoidance of all legal recourse is evidence 
that the charges would not survive scrutiny. Compare this to legitimate 
biblical appeals to authority: Paul invokes Roman citizenship and legal 
process multiple times (Acts 16:37-39, 22:25-29, 25:10-11). The absence of 
any such appeal by Nephi proves consciousness of false accusation.
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required to justify an execution already decided in 
advance.  600

None of these warrant execution. Yet Nephi retroactively 
constructs a narrative of murderous villainy and theft, 
attributing homicidal intent and criminal greed to a man 
who merely defended his property and position—and then 
claims divine mandate to kill him for these fabricated 
offenses. The guardian must be slandered as both murderer 
and thief before he can be righteously slain, his justified 

 The Pharisees' Illegal Trial: Pattern of Expedient Murder 600

The Sanhedrin's trial of Jesus violated numerous provisions of Jewish 
law specifically because the charges were false and would not 
withstand legitimate legal process. Violations included: (1) Trials for 
capital offenses could not be held at night (Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:1). 
Jesus was tried at night (Matthew 26:57-68; Mark 14:53-65). (2) Trials 
could not be held on feast days or the day before a feast. Jesus was tried 
during Passover preparation ( John 18:28). (3) Capital cases required at 
least two witnesses whose testimony agreed exactly (Deuteronomy 
19:15). The witnesses against Jesus contradicted each other (Mark 
14:56-59). (4) Capital cases required a day's delay between conviction 
and sentencing to allow for reconsideration. Jesus was sentenced 
immediately (Matthew 26:66). (5) Verdicts in capital cases must begin 
with arguments for acquittal, not conviction. The Sanhedrin sought 
conviction from the outset (Matthew 26:59). The systematic violation of 
all procedural safeguards proves the trial was a predetermined 
execution disguised as legal process. Nephi's nighttime murder of 
Laban—without trial, without witnesses, without due process, based on 
fabricated charges—follows the identical pattern: expedient murder 
dressed in claims of divine/legal necessity.
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territorial defense reframed as attempted murder, his 
rightful refusal painted as wickedness, his legitimate 
property enforcement transformed into theft and 
murderous conspiracy. Even Nephi's own brother doesn't 
believe the murder-and-theft narrative, speaking instead as 
one who has heard of Laban's might but never actually 
faced his blade or mourned his stolen inheritance. The text 
itself exposes both lies, and those lies become the 
foundation upon which "the Spirit of the Lord" commands 
the guardian's execution. Laban dies not for his actual 
actions, but for crimes Nephi fabricated to justify what he 
already intended to do—making the murder not an act of 
necessary judgment against a wicked man, but an 
assassination of an innocent guardian whose character had 
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to be destroyed in the narrative before his body could be 
destroyed in the street.  601

The Allegorical Pattern: False Witness Against the 
Guardian 

This character assassination through fabricated charges 
is not incidental—it is the precise pattern used by the 

 Retroactive Justification: Fabricating Crimes After Murder Intent 601

The sequence matters: Nephi's account reveals he was already planning 
to obtain the plates by any means necessary before encountering Laban 
drunk and defenseless (1 Nephi 4:5-7). The "Spirit" commands the 
murder first (1 Nephi 4:10-13), then Nephi retroactively constructs 
justification by attributing wickedness to Laban. This is the inverse of 
legitimate justice, where evidence of crimes precedes judgment. 
Instead, Nephi follows the pattern of predetermined execution 
requiring post-hoc rationalization. Compare this to 2 Samuel 11:14-17, 
where David arranges Uriah's death and then attempts to cover the 
crime with justification. The text's own chronology exposes the 
fabrication: (1) Divine command to kill (verse 10-13), (2) Execution while 
victim is helpless (verse 18), (3) Retroactive moral justification claiming 
Laban was wicked (verse 13). This is not justice responding to proven 
crimes—it is murder seeking justification after the fact. The guardian's 
character must be destroyed narratively to make his literal destruction 
appear righteous.
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Pharisees against Jesus Christ.  Before the Sanhedrin 602

could justify crucifixion, they had to destroy His reputation 
through false testimony. Matthew 26:59-60 records: "Now 
the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought 
false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; But found 
none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found 
they none." They manufactured charges of blasphemy and 
sedition, twisted His words, and presented Him to Pilate as 
a threat to both God and Caesar—a dangerous deceiver 
leading the nation astray. Only through this systematic 

 The Pharisee Pattern: False Witness Preceding Expedient Murder 602

The parallels between Nephi's treatment of Laban and the Pharisees' 
treatment of Jesus are not coincidental—they follow the identical logical 
and procedural pattern of expedient murder disguised as righteous 
judgment: (1) Predetermined decision to kill based on institutional 
necessity, not proven crimes ( John 11:47-50; 1 Nephi 4:13). (2) 
Fabrication of criminal charges to justify the predetermined execution 
(Matthew 26:59-61; 1 Nephi 3:13, 25). (3) Violation of legal due process 
through secret, nighttime action (Mark 14:1-2, 53-55; 1 Nephi 4:5-6). (4) 
Use of religious authority to sanctify the murder (Matthew 26:65-66; 1 
Nephi 4:10-13). (5) Claim of divine/national necessity overriding moral 
law ( John 11:50; 1 Nephi 4:13). The pattern is structural to expedient 
murder: when religious or political authority determines someone 
must die for institutional reasons, false testimony becomes necessary to 
transform murder into "righteous judgment."
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slander could they transform the innocent Son of God into 
a criminal deserving death.  603

Nephi follows this exact template. Just as the Pharisees 
fabricated charges to justify Christ's execution, Nephi 
fabricates Laban's crimes to justify his murder. The 
guardian who merely defended his property becomes "a 
robber who tried to kill us." The property owner who 
chased trespassers off his land becomes "a thief who stole 

 The Ninth Commandment's Purpose: Preventing Judicial Murder 603

"Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour" (Exodus 
20:16) stands as the ninth commandment specifically because false 
testimony is the primary mechanism of judicial murder. The 
commandment's placement between "Thou shalt not steal" (8th) and 
"Thou shalt not covet" (10th) reveals its function: false witness steals life 
through legal/religious process. The Hebrew word for "false" (שָׁקֶר, 
sheqer) means not just factual inaccuracy but malicious deception 
intended to harm. Deuteronomy 19:16-21 makes explicit the connection 
to capital punishment: "If a false witness rise up against any man to 
testify against him... then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to 
have done unto his brother." The law prescribes capital punishment for 
false testimony in capital cases because the commandment exists to 
prevent exactly what Nephi does to Laban and the Pharisees do to 
Jesus: fabricating crimes to justify executing an innocent person. See 
also Proverbs 6:16-19, which lists "a false witness that speaketh lies" 
among seven things the Lord hates, positioned between "hands that 
shed innocent blood" and "he that soweth discord"—connecting false 
witness directly to murder. The pattern is ancient and persistent: 
slander the innocent, claim righteous justification, execute under color 
of religious/legal authority.
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our inheritance." The territorial custodian who refused 
strangers access to sacred records becomes "a wicked man 
preventing a nation from receiving God's word." And just as 
the Pharisees claimed religious necessity ("It is expedient 
that one man should die for the people" - John 11:50), Nephi 
claims divine mandate using identical logic ("It is better that 
one man should perish than that a nation should dwindle 
and perish in unbelief" - 1 Nephi 4:13).  The pattern is 604

exact: false witness → character destruction → expedient 
murder justified by claimed divine/religious necessity. 

 The Caiaphas Logic: Verbatim Utilitarian Murder Calculus 604

The parallel between John 11:50 and 1 Nephi 4:13 is not merely thematic
—it is verbatim logical identity. Caiaphas: "It is expedient for us, that 
one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish 
not." The Mormon Spirit: "It is better that one man should perish than 
that a nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief." Both statements 
employ identical utilitarian logic: (1) One individual's death vs. 
collective survival, (2) Claimed necessity overriding moral law, (3) 
Institutional/national benefit justifying individual murder, (4) Religious 
authority sanctioning the calculation. This is not coincidence—it is the 
same reasoning structure used to justify Christ's execution now 
attributed to "the Spirit of the Lord" commanding Laban's execution. 
The Gospel of John presents Caiaphas's logic as unconscious prophecy 
that God would redeem despite evil intent ( John 11:51-52), but the 
speaker remains culpable for expedient murder. The Book of Mormon 
presents the identical logic as direct divine command. The question 
becomes unavoidable: Can the Holy Spirit use the exact reasoning that 
killed Jesus to command killing someone else? If yes, then Caiaphas was 
following the Holy Spirit. If no, then the "Spirit" in 1 Nephi 4 is not the 
Holy Spirit. There is no third option.
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The ninth commandment—"Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbour" (Exodus 20:16)—stands 
alongside "Thou shalt not kill" in the Decalogue precisely 
because false testimony often leads to unjust death.  This 605

is what the Pharisees did to Jesus, and this is what Nephi 
does to Laban. Both claim religious authority. Both invoke 
God's name. Both argue necessity for the people's salvation. 
Both slander the innocent guardian before executing him. 
The difference is that the Gospels identify the Pharisees' 

 The Sixth and Ninth Commandments: Murder and Its Mechanism 605

The structural placement of "Thou shalt not bear false witness" (9th 
commandment) in relation to "Thou shalt not kill" (6th commandment) 
reveals the Decalogue's understanding that false testimony is the 
primary legal mechanism for judicial murder. While the sixth 
commandment prohibits the act of killing, the ninth commandment 
prohibits the means by which killing is made to appear righteous. 
Between them stand the seventh commandment (adultery—violating 
covenant faithfulness) and eighth commandment (theft—taking what 
belongs to another). The progression reveals how sin compounds: 
unfaithfulness → theft → false witness → murder. Nephi breaks all four 
in sequence: (1) Violates faithfulness to conscience/Holy Spirit by 
overriding restraint, (2) Steals plates, identity, and authority, (3) Bears 
false witness against Laban through fabricated charges, (4) Murders the 
guardian. The ninth commandment exists specifically to prevent the 
sixth from being violated under color of religious/legal righteousness. 
See Proverbs 19:5, 9: "A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he 
that speaketh lies shall not escape... A false witness shall not be 
unpunished, and he that speaketh lies shall perish." The linkage 
between false witness and death is explicit throughout Scripture.
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false witness as evil, while the Book of Mormon attributes 
Nephi's false witness to the Mormon “Holy Spirit”, 
malevolently labeled as "the Spirit of the Lord."  Where 606

the New Testament condemns character assassination as 
the weapon of Christ's murderers, the Book of Mormon 
consecrates it as the Spirit's methodology. The Pharisees' 
sin becomes Nephi's righteousness, and the Holy Spirit—
who Jesus said would "reprove the world of sin" ( John 16:8), 
not command it—is made the author of both the slander 
and the murder it justifies. 

 The Inversion: Pharisee Sin Becomes Mormon Righteousness 606

The moral inversion is complete: What the New Testament identifies as 
the sin of Christ's executioners becomes, in the Book of Mormon, the 
methodology of "the Spirit of the Lord." The Gospels present the 
Pharisees' false witness and expedient murder logic as evil requiring 
Christ's redemptive death to overcome. The Book of Mormon presents 
the identical pattern—false accusations, Caiaphas logic, expedient 
murder—as righteous obedience to divine command. This creates an 
irreconcilable theological contradiction: Either (1) The Pharisees were 
righteous in using false witness and expedient murder logic to kill 
Jesus, and the Gospels are wrong to condemn them, or (2) Nephi is 
wicked for using false witness and expedient murder logic to kill Laban, 
and the Book of Mormon is wrong to attribute it to "the Spirit of the 
Lord," or (3) The "Spirit of the Lord" in 1 Nephi 4 is not the Holy Spirit 
but a counterfeit using God's name to command what God's character 
condemns. The third option is the only resolution that maintains 
biblical consistency: the Holy Spirit cannot command what Christ 
forbade, use the logic that killed Christ, or employ the methods Christ 
condemned. Any spirit doing so is, by definition, not the Holy Spirit—
regardless of what label the text applies.
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This is why Laman's testimony and the chronology itself 
is so damning. His words function as the equivalent of the 
honest witnesses the Pharisees could not find—the ones 
who would have said, "No, Jesus never forbade paying 
taxes; no, He never claimed to be a political king; no, He 
never threatened Caesar.”  Laman's hypothetical fear ("he 607

CAN slay fifty") and his silence about the supposed murder 

 The Honest Witnesses That Could Not Be Found 607

Matthew 26:59-60 and Mark 14:55-56 emphasize that despite the 
Sanhedrin's efforts, they "found none" whose testimony would stand. 
The false witnesses contradicted each other, exposing the fabrication. 
The implication is clear: honest witnesses examining Jesus' actual 
words and actions would have exonerated Him. He never forbade 
paying taxes (Matthew 22:17-21: "Render therefore unto Caesar the 
things which are Caesar's"). He never claimed political kingship 
threatening Rome ( John 18:36: "My kingdom is not of this world"). He 
never literally threatened to destroy the temple ( John 2:19-21 refers 
metaphorically to His body, which the false witnesses distorted into a 
physical threat). Honest testimony would have demolished the charges. 
Similarly, Laman's honest testimony—speaking from actual experience 
rather than Nephi's fabrications—demolishes the charges against Laban. 
He never attempted murder (Laman speaks in future hypothetical, not 
past trauma). He never stole their wealth (Laman expresses no grief or 
rage over catastrophic loss). He was merely a territorial property owner 
refusing strangers' demands. The text preserves Laman's honest 
witness as the equivalent of the witnesses the Pharisees could not find—
and just as the Sanhedrin proceeded with execution despite lack of 
honest testimony, Nephi proceeds with murder despite his own 
brother's testimony proving the charges false.
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attempts and claims of stolen inheritance (which is all he 
cared about anyway as shown in 1 Nephi 2:11) serve as 
testimony that Nephi's charges are fabrications. The text 
preserves this counter-testimony, this Satanic Easter Egg, 
so that rational readers can see through the false witness. 
Just as some in Jerusalem knew the charges against Jesus 
were lies but lacked power to stop the execution, the text 
allows discerning readers to recognize Nephi's slander of 
Laban—but the murder proceeds anyway, now with divine 
authorization rather than merely religious permission. 

The allegorical meaning becomes inescapable: Nephi 
represents not just Caiaphas the executioner, but Caiaphas 
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the false witness.  The character assassination of the 608

guardian through fabricated crimes is not a narrative flaw—
it is structural to Satan's Passion Play. Just as Christ had to 
be slandered before He could be crucified, Laban must be 
slandered before he can be murdered. Just as false 
testimony was essential to the Pharisees' justification, false 
testimony is essential to Nephi's justification. And just as 
the Pharisees claimed "we have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die" ( John 19:7), Nephi claims divine command to 
execute. The pattern of false witness leading to expedient 
murder in God's name is not merely similar—it is 

 Nephi as Caiaphas: The False Witness Executes the Guardian 608

The allegorical identification is not imposed interpretation but textual 
pattern recognition. Caiaphas holds dual roles in Christ's execution: (1) 
High priest claiming religious authority to judge (Matthew 26:57-66), 
and (2) Chief architect of false testimony justifying the predetermined 
execution (Matthew 26:59-65; John 11:49-50). Nephi similarly holds dual 
roles: (1) "Righteous" son claiming divine mandate to judge (1 Nephi 
4:10-13), and (2) Fabricator of false charges (attempted murder, theft) 
justifying the predetermined killing. Both use religious/divine authority 
to sanctify judicial murder. Both employ false witness as the 
mechanism. Both use expedient necessity as the logic. Both kill 
innocent guardians ( Jesus = guardian of truth; Laban = guardian of 
scripture). The parallel is structural: when religious authority 
determines someone must die for institutional reasons, false testimony 
becomes necessary to transform murder into "righteous judgment." 
Nephi is Caiaphas because he performs both functions Caiaphas 
performed: wielding claimed divine authority and fabricating crimes to 
justify killing the guardian. 
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identical.  And the spirit commanding this pattern, using 609

Caiaphas logic, requiring false testimony, and attributing 
the entire murderous deception to divine mandate, cannot 
be the Holy Spirit of Truth who "shall testify of me" ( John 

 The Pattern Identity: Not Similar, But Identical 609

The false witness → expedient murder pattern in 1 Nephi 3-4 is not 
"reminiscent of" or "similar to" the Pharisees' treatment of Jesus—it is 
the identical operational sequence: 

  
This is not literary echo—this is operational identity. The pattern 
doesn't resemble the Pharisees' method; it replicates it exactly, step by 
step, element by element.
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15:26)—the Jesus who was Himself the victim of false 
testimony leading to expedient execution.  610

2. NEPHI - The allegorical role of Caiaphas/Pharisee 
figure, representing the established religious authority  

 The Holy Spirit's Character: Incompatible with Caiaphas Logic 610

The Holy Spirit is identified throughout Scripture by specific, unchanging 
characteristics that make His involvement in the 1 Nephi 4 sequence logically 
impossible: 
(1) The Spirit of Truth - John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13: "The Spirit of truth... he will 
guide you into all truth." A Spirit defined by truth cannot command systematic 
deception (necromantic voice impersonation, identity theft, fraud). 
(2) Testifies of Jesus - John 15:26: "He shall testify of me." The Holy Spirit's 
function is to point to Christ's character. A Spirit testifying of Jesus cannot use 
the logic and methods that killed Jesus (Caiaphas reasoning, false witness, 
expedient murder). 
(3) Convicts of Sin - John 16:8: "He will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment." The Holy Spirit convicts of sin; He does not 
command it. Nephi's conscience making him "shrink" from murder three times 
(1 Nephi 4:10) is the Holy Spirit convicting. The voice overriding that conviction 
using expedient logic is not the Holy Spirit. 
(4) Restrains Evil - 2 Thessalonians 2:7: "He who now letteth will let, until he be 
taken out of the way." The Holy Spirit restrains evil until the Antichrist is 
revealed. The Spirit who restrains evil does not command murder, theft, 
deception, and false witness. 
Conclusion: Any spirit commanding actions that contradict the Holy Spirit's 
revealed character—regardless of what label is applied—is by definition not the 
Holy Spirit. The "Spirit of the Lord" in 1 Nephi 4 commands murder using 
Caiaphas logic (contradicts testifying of Jesus), systematic deception 
(contradicts Spirit of Truth), and overrides conscience restraint (contradicts 
convicting of sin and restraining evil). This spirit is therefore not the Holy 
Spirit, and attributing these commands to the Holy Spirit constitutes 
blasphemy: calling the counterfeit the Holy Spirit, or equivalently, calling the 
Holy Spirit's character satanic.
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Textual role: 
• Youngest brother, trusted of his father and diligent 
follower of the Lord 
• Chosen of the Lord with divine mandate 
• Relies on occult witchcraft (casting lots) and does not 
approach God through prayer for guidance on how to 
negotiate with Laban  611

• Overcomes the true voice of the Holy Spirit telling him 
not to kill, and obeys the voice of the Mormon Spirit 
• Kills Laban after being convinced by the Mormon 
Spirit using the words and logic of Caiaphas  

 Casting Lots: Occult Practice vs. Seeking God's Guidance 611

The brothers' use of lots to determine who should approach Laban (1 
Nephi 3:11) represents a reliance on chance mechanisms rather than 
prayer, wisdom, or direct divine guidance. While casting lots appears in 
biblical contexts (Proverbs 16:33; Acts 1:26), it was an Old Covenant 
practice superseded by the indwelling Holy Spirit after Pentecost. More 
critically, the brothers never pray for guidance on how to legitimately 
negotiate with or persuade Laban—they immediately resort to 
manipulation (lots), bribery (offering wealth), and ultimately violence. 
The absence of prayer for wisdom, patience, or legitimate means 
reveals the enterprise was never about righteous obedience but about 
obtaining the plates by any means necessary. Compare this to James 
1:5: "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally." The brothers lack wisdom on how to proceed righteously, but 
never ask God for it—they proceed directly to occult chance-
mechanisms and eventually murder. This is not the pattern of righteous 
believers seeking God's will, but of religious pragmatists determined to 
achieve their goal regardless of means.
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• Steals Laban’s identity and deceives Zoram to steal the 
brass plates 
• Obeys the Mormon Spirit’s promise that stealing the 
plates is necessary to save his people 

Mormon Spirit speaks 1 Nephi 4:13, put to paper in the 
Book of Mormon 1827/1830 A.D. 

“It is better that one man should perish than that a nation 
should dwindle and perish in unbelief.” 

In 33 C.E., Caiaphas hijacks the prophecy of Isaiah to 
excuse his murderous plans in John 11:50  612

 Caiaphas and the Hijacked Prophecy 612

John 11:49-52 records: "And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the 
high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, Nor 
consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not. And this spake he not of 
himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should 
die for that nation." The Gospel writer acknowledges that Caiaphas 
spoke unwitting prophecy—God would indeed use Christ's death 
redemptively—but this does not excuse Caiaphas's intent, which was 
expedient murder to preserve institutional power. Caiaphas twisted 
Isaiah's suffering servant prophecy (Isaiah 53) into justification for 
killing the very one Isaiah prophesied. This is classic satanic operation: 
take God's word, twist its meaning, use it to oppose God's purposes 
while claiming divine sanction. The "Spirit" in 1 Nephi 4 operates 
identically: takes the concept of sacrifice for the greater good, twists it 
into murder justification, attributes the logic to divine command. The 
parallel is exact because the spirit is the same—the one who "was a 
murderer from the beginning" and "the father of lies" ( John 8:44).
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"It is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not.” 

Nephi represents religious power willing to kill the 
innocent to maintain institutional survival, power and 
wealth by claiming divine authority for evil acts. 

Nephi’s Actions in Satan’s Passion Play: 

• Hearing the voice of the Holy Spirit of Truth in his 
heart, he hesitates in carrying out the murder, deception 
and robbery  613

 The Shrinking: The Holy Spirit's Restraint Being Overridden 613

1 Nephi 4:10 is the theological crisis point: "And I was constrained by 
the Spirit that I should kill Laban; but I said in my heart: Never at any 
time have I shed the blood of man. And I shrunk and would not slay 
him." Nephi "shrinks" from the act—his conscience, the Holy Spirit's 
internal witness (Romans 2:14-15), restrains him from murder. This 
restraint aligns perfectly with the Holy Spirit's character: He convicts of 
sin ( John 16:8), restrains evil (2 Thessalonians 2:7), and guides toward 
Christ's character ( John 16:13), who explicitly forbade killing even in 
self-defense (Matthew 26:52; John 18:11). But then a "Spirit" speaks again 
using Caiaphas logic (verse 13), and Nephi obeys the overriding voice. 
Two spirits are operating: one restraining murder (the Holy Spirit 
through conscience), one commanding murder using expedient logic 
(not the Holy Spirit). The text labels the commanding voice "the Spirit 
of the Lord" (verse 10), but character reveals identity. The restraining 
voice acts like the Holy Spirit. The commanding voice acts like the 
counterfeit. Nephi chooses to follow the counterfeit.
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• The Mormon Spirit overcomes the Holy Spirit’s 
promptings not to murder by using the words and logic 
of Caiaphas 
• He murders the defenseless guardian of the word 
• Steals and wears his clothes, armor and sword   614

 The Complete Identity Theft: "Every Whit" 614

1 Nephi 4:19: "And after I had smitten off his head with his own sword, I 
took the garments of Laban and put them upon mine own body; yea, 
even every whit; and I did gird on his armor, and his sword." The 
phrase "every whit" is emphatic—complete, total, nothing lacking. This 
is not partial disguise; it is total identity assumption. Paul's "armor of 
God" passage (Ephesians 6:11-17) makes armor explicitly symbolic of 
spiritual authority and righteousness: belt of truth, breastplate of 
righteousness, shield of faith, helmet of salvation, sword of the Spirit. 
In Hebrew literary context, armor represents not just protection but 
authority and office. By wearing Laban's garments and armor "every 
whit," Nephi assumes not just appearance but the complete authority 
structure. This allegorically represents false religion not merely 
resembling Christianity but claiming the full armor and authority of 
God while serving opposing purposes—appearing as an "angel of light" 
(2 Corinthians 11:14) with complete external legitimacy while being 
internally counterfeit.
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• Assumes the guardians voice, knowledge, experience 
to deceive in appearance and context  615

• Steals the word and kidnaps the servant 
• Becomes the imposter in the guardian’s place 

 Necromantic Voice Theft: Knowledge from the Dead 615

1 Nephi 4:20 reveals supernatural knowledge transfer: "Therefore I did 
obey the voice of the Spirit, and took Laban by the hair of the head, 
and I smote off his head with his own sword... And after I had done 
this, I went forth unto the treasury of Laban. And as I went forth 
towards the treasury of Laban, behold, I saw the servant of Laban who 
had the keys of the treasury." Critically, Nephi then imitates Laban's 
voice well enough to deceive Zoram in darkness (verse 20-23), speaks to 
him using Laban's authority, and commands him to follow—despite 
having met Laban only once in a hostile encounter (1 Nephi 3:11-13). He 
could not have naturally learned Laban's voice patterns, household 
knowledge, relationship dynamics with Zoram, or treasury layout. The 
text attributes this knowledge to "the Spirit" guiding him (verse 20), but 
Deuteronomy 18:10-12 explicitly condemns necromancy: "There shall 
not be found among you... a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, 
or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto 
the LORD." Necromancy is using supernatural means to gain knowledge 
from or impersonate the dead. Nephi gains supernatural knowledge of 
Laban's voice, knowledge, and context after killing him, then uses it for 
deception. This is necromantic identity theft, attributed to "the Spirit"—
making the Holy Spirit the author of occult practice God explicitly 
condemns.
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The Symbolic meaning is the religious authority that kills 
Jesus Christ and then takes His place, His authority and 
commands His followers.  616

 The Allegorical Meaning: Usurping Christ's Place and Authority 616

The sequence of Nephi's actions allegorically represents Antichrist 
taking Christ's place: (1) Kills the guardian (crucifixion), (2) Steals his 
garments and armor (assumes appearance and authority), (3) Uses his 
voice (speaks in His name), (4) Commands his servants (leads His 
followers), (5) Steals the scriptures (controls interpretation of God's 
word), (6) Establishes new system in wilderness (counterfeit church 
separated from true temple). This is 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 enacted: 
"That man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; Who opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
God." The pattern is Satan's ambition from Isaiah 14:13-14: "I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne... I will be like the most High." 
Nephi, as allegorical Antichrist figure, doesn't just kill the guardian—he 
becomes the guardian, wearing his complete identity, commanding his 
servants, controlling the word, and establishing a new system claiming 
divine authority. This is false religion's operational pattern: not 
opposing Christianity externally but assuming its identity internally, 
speaking in its language, claiming its authority, while serving opposite 
purposes.
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The faith-building story is actually a blasphemy-building 
mechanism.  617

The "hero" they're taught to emulate is the villain who 
uses the exact reasoning that killed Christ. The "Spirit" 
they're taught to follow is the counterfeit that overrides the 
true Holy Spirit's restraint. The "obedience" they're taught 
to model is the Pharisees' expedient murder dressed in 
divine mandate. 

 Faith-Building Story as Blasphemy-Building Mechanism 617

The genius of the trap is that it presents as a faith narrative while 
functioning as a blasphemy mechanism. Mormon children are taught "I 
will go and do the things which the Lord hath commanded" (1 Nephi 
3:7) as the ultimate expression of faithful obedience. Primary songs, 
Sunday School lessons, seminary classes, and General Conference talks 
consistently hold Nephi up as the model believer. But what does "being 
like Nephi" actually mean in 1 Nephi 3-4? (1) Overriding conscience 
when "authority" demands it, (2) Accepting expedient murder logic as 
divine wisdom, (3) Using false witness to justify violence, (4) Employing 
deception and fraud in "righteous" causes, (5) Calling the spirit 
commanding these things "the Spirit of the Lord." Every child taught to 
"be like Nephi" is being trained in Caiaphas logic while calling it 
righteousness. Every youth who memorizes 1 Nephi 3:7 as a faith motto 
is memorizing the creed of expedient obedience that crucified Christ. 
Every adult defending 1 Nephi 4 as inspired scripture is defending the 
pattern the New Testament identifies as satanic—and attributing it to 
the Holy Spirit. The mechanism works because it appears to build faith 
while actually building acceptance of blasphemy: calling the counterfeit 
spirit commanding murder, deception, and false witness "the Spirit of 
the Lord."
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This is why the Book of Mormon doesn't just contain 
false teaching—it is a spiritual trap that transforms sincere 
believers into defenders of blasphemy, convinced they're 
bearing testimony when they're actually sealed in calling 
evil good.  Children raised on "be like Nephi" are actually 618

being indoctrinated on "be like Caiaphas." Youth who 
memorize 1 Nephi 3:7 are memorizing the creed of those 
who crucified Christ. Adults who defend 1 Nephi 4 as 

 Sealed in Calling Evil Good: Isaiah 5:20 and Matthew 12:31-32 618

Isaiah 5:20 warns: "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; 
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter!" This is precisely what affirming 1 Nephi 4 
as scripture requires: calling murder "obedience," false witness 
"righteousness," deception "following the Spirit," Caiaphas logic "divine 
wisdom," and the counterfeit commanding these evils "the Spirit of the 
Lord." This is the definition of calling evil good. But Matthew 12:31-32 
makes the consequence explicit: "Wherefore I say unto you, All manner 
of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men, neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come." Jesus defines this blasphemy in 
context: the Pharisees attributing the Holy Spirit's work to demons 
(Matthew 12:24-28). The inverse is equally blasphemous: attributing 
demonic work to the Holy Spirit. When sincere believers pray (Moroni 
10:4) to confirm that the spirit commanding murder using Caiaphas 
logic is "the Spirit of the Lord," they are calling the counterfeit the Holy 
Spirit—which is calling evil good, which is blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit. The trap is complete: they believe they're bearing testimony of 
truth when they're actually sealed in the one unforgivable sin.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 458



scripture are defending the logic the Gospels identify as 
Satan's own—and calling it "the Spirit of the Lord.” 

The inversion is complete: The Pharisees' crime 
becomes the Mormon's model. Jesus' murderers become 
Nephi's mentors. And the aspiring believer, trying earnestly 
to "be like Nephi," becomes an accomplice to the spiritual 
reenactment of the crucifixion—not from Jesus' perspective, 
but from Caiaphas's. 

3. NEPHI’S CONSCIENCE - The allegorical role of the 
Holy Spirit of Truth 

Textual Role: 
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• Causes Nephi to "shrink" from killing several times (1 
Nephi 4:10)  619

• Creates moral resistance to the murder command 
• Knows intuitively that killing is wrong 
• Must be systematically overridden by the Mormon 
"Spirit of the Lord" 
• Eventually silenced when the Mormon Spirit utters 
the words of Caiaphas 1 Nephi 4:14 and Nephi obeys the 
counterfeit 

Allegorical Role as the real Holy Spirit of Truth which 
restrains evil (2 Thessalonians 2:7), convicts of sin ( John 
16:8), guides all humans to truth ( John 16:13) and never 

 The Two-Fold Pattern: Sufficient Witness Overridden 619

That the Holy Spirit speaks twice through Nephi's shrinking before 
being silenced carries biblical significance. Two witnesses establish a 
matter under Mosaic law (Deuteronomy 19:15: "at the mouth of two 
witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be 
established"). The Holy Spirit gives sufficient, legally-binding witness 
against the murder through two-fold conviction. Nephi's conscience 
speaks twice, each time resisting the murder command, giving 
testimony that the act is evil. This makes Nephi's eventual obedience to 
the counterfeit voice not a case of insufficient conviction but willful 
choice against sufficient divine witness. The two-fold restraint proves 
the conviction was adequate and clear; the override was deliberate 
choice to follow authority claiming divine mandate over conscience 
speaking divine truth. After the second shrinking, the counterfeit voice 
speaks again using Caiaphas logic (verse 13), and Nephi obeys—choosing 
expedient reasoning over Holy Spirit restraint.
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commands or guides to actions that contradict God’s 
character and the teachings of Jesus Christ (1 John 4:1-3.)  620

 The Holy Spirit's Unchanging Character: Four Biblical Definitions 620

Scripture defines the Holy Spirit by four consistent, unchanging 
characteristics that make His involvement in commanding the 1 Nephi 4 
crimes logically impossible: 
(1) The Restrainer of Evil - 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7: "And now ye know 
what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the 
mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, 
until he be taken out of the way." The Holy Spirit restrains evil until the 
Antichrist is revealed. He does not command murder, deception, theft, 
or false witness—He restrains these evils. 
(2) The Convictor of Sin - John 16:8: "And when he is come, he will 
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment." The 
Holy Spirit convicts of sin—He does not command it. Nephi's conscience 
convicting him that murder is wrong is the Holy Spirit's work. The voice 
overriding that conviction using expedient logic is not the Holy Spirit. 
(3) The Guide to Truth - John 16:13: "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth." The Holy Spirit leads to 
truth, not systematic deception. Necromantic voice theft, identity 
fraud, and kidnapping through lies cannot be guided by the "Spirit of 
truth." 
(4) The Testifier of Christ - 1 John 4:1-3: "Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God... Every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every 
spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of 
God: and this is that spirit of antichrist." The Holy Spirit testifies of 
Christ's character. Any spirit commanding actions that contradict 
Christ's character and teaching (who forbade killing, condemned false 
witness, and rejected expedient murder logic) is by definition not the 
Holy Spirit—it is the spirit of antichrist. 
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The symbolic meaning is that the true Holy Spirit of 
Truth speaks through conscience, trying to prevent 
blasphemy, murder, lies, deception and robbery but being 
overridden by a louder, more insistent counterfeit voice 
claiming divine authority.  The real Holy Spirit is present—621

but loses the battle for Nephi's obedience through an 

 The Battle of Two Spirits: Holy Spirit vs. Counterfeit 621

1 Nephi 4:10-18 describes an internal spiritual battle, but not the battle 
Mormon theology claims. The text presents it as Nephi's flesh resisting 
the Spirit's command, but the actual dynamic is reversed: the Holy 
Spirit (through conscience) resisting a counterfeit spirit's command. 
Evidence for this reversal: 
• (Voice 1 - Restraining): Makes Nephi "shrink" (resisting murder), 
speaks through internal conviction ("Never at any time have I shed the 
blood of man"), aligns with God's law against killing (Exodus 20:13), 
operates through conscience (Romans 2:15). 
• (Voice 2 - Commanding): Demands murder ("Slay him"), uses 
expedient utilitarian logic ("better one man die"), employs Caiaphas 
reasoning ( John 11:50), requires systematic override of moral restraint, 
speaks of "the Lord" in third person (1 Nephi 4:11-13, proving separation 
between the speaking spirit and God). 
• The first voice acts exactly like the Holy Spirit as Scripture defines 
Him. The second voice acts exactly like a counterfeit claiming God's 
authority while contradicting God's character. This is 2 Corinthians 11:14 
in operation: "And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light." The counterfeit doesn't announce itself as evil—it claims 
divine authority, uses religious language, and presents itself as a higher 
wisdom overriding lower understanding. The battle isn't flesh vs. spirit; 
it's Holy Spirit vs. counterfeit spirit, with Nephi choosing to obey the 
counterfeit.
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appeal to worldly, not heavenly logic. The counterfeit 
wins not by being more true, but by being more loud, 
more "convincing," and more wrapped in the language 
of necessity, authority, power and need. 

The tragedy: The real Holy Spirit was there. He spoke. 
Three times. But religious authority claiming divine 
mandate silenced Him.  622

 The Two-Fold Pattern: Sufficient Witness Overridden 622

That the Holy Spirit speaks twice through Nephi's shrinking before 
being silenced carries biblical significance. Two witnesses establish a 
matter under Mosaic law (Deuteronomy 19:15: "at the mouth of two 
witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be 
established"). The Holy Spirit gives sufficient, legally-binding witness 
against the murder through two-fold conviction. Nephi's conscience 
speaks twice, each time resisting the murder command, giving 
testimony that the act is evil. This makes Nephi's eventual obedience to 
the counterfeit voice not a case of insufficient conviction but willful 
choice against sufficient divine witness. The two-fold restraint proves 
the conviction was adequate and clear; the override was deliberate 
choice to follow authority claiming divine mandate over conscience 
speaking divine truth. After the second shrinking, the counterfeit voice 
speaks again using Caiaphas logic (verse 13), and Nephi obeys—choosing 
expedient reasoning over Holy Spirit restraint.
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This is the spiritual crime: Not just murder, but the 
silencing of the Holy Spirit's restraint through a counterfeit 
spirit claiming God's authority.  623

4. The Spirit of the Lord - The allegorical role of the 
counterfeit voice, Satan speaking as God. 

 The Unforgivable Sin: Silencing the Holy Spirit by Calling the 623

Counterfeit God 
The spiritual crime in 1 Nephi 4 is not merely that murder occurs, but 
that the Holy Spirit's restraint is systematically overridden and the 
counterfeit commanding the override is called "the Spirit of the Lord." 
This is the mechanism of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit: attributing 
the Holy Spirit's character and voice to a demonic counterfeit, or 
equivalently, attributing demonic commands to the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
defines this sin in Matthew 12:31-32: "Wherefore I say unto you, All 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come." The context is 
critical: the Pharisees attributed Jesus' works (done by the Holy Spirit) 
to Beelzebub (Matthew 12:24-28). This is calling the Holy Spirit's work 
demonic. The inverse is equally blasphemous: calling demonic work 
the Holy Spirit. When the Book of Mormon attributes murder, false 
witness, deception, theft, and kidnapping—commanded using Caiaphas 
logic while overriding the Holy Spirit's three-fold restraint—to "the Spirit 
of the Lord," it commits this inverse blasphemy. And when readers pray 
(Moroni 10:4) to confirm this attribution is true, they seal their own 
participation in the blasphemy: affirming that the spirit commanding 
these evils is the Holy Spirit, which is calling evil good (Isaiah 5:20), 
which is the one sin Jesus said would never be forgiven.
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Textual Role:  
• Despite malevolent intent, commands and guidance is 
labeled as the Holy Spirit or “the Spirit of the Lord”  624

• Speaks directly to Nephi through feeling and voice 
• Overcomes the true Holy Spirit of Truth represented 
by Nephi’s conscience not to kill 

 The Counterfeit Labeled as "The Spirit of the Lord" 624

1 Nephi 4:10, 12 explicitly labels the commanding voice "the Spirit" and 
speaks of "the Lord" in third person: "And I was constrained by the 
Spirit that I should kill Laban... And it came to pass that the Spirit said 
unto me again: Slay him, for the Lord hath delivered him into thy 
hands." This grammatical separation is critical: the speaking "Spirit" 
refers to "the Lord" as a separate entity, claiming to speak on His behalf 
but not claiming to be Him. This is the pattern of false prophecy: "Thus 
saith the Lord" spoken by one who is not the Lord. Deuteronomy 18:20 
warns: "But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my 
name, which I have not commanded him to speak... even that prophet 
shall die." The counterfeit spirit claims divine authority ("the Lord hath 
delivered him") while commanding what God's character forbids 
(murder through false witness and deception). This is Satan's ancient 
pattern from Genesis 3:1—question God's word, reinterpret it, claim 
divine knowledge while leading to death. The label "Spirit of the Lord" 
is the text's claim, not evidence of true identity. 1 John 4:1 commands: 
"Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God." 
Testing this spirit against God's revealed character (no murder, no 
deception, no Caiaphas logic) proves it fails the test—regardless of its 
self-applied label.
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• Commands murder using the logic and words of 
Caiaphas  625

 The Caiaphas Logic as Satanic Signature 625

The use of Caiaphas's exact utilitarian murder logic ( John 11:50 = 1 
Nephi 4:13) is not coincidental—it is the identifying signature proving 
the spirit's true origin. Jesus identifies Satan as "a murderer from the 
beginning" and "the father of lies" ( John 8:44). Caiaphas's expedient 
murder reasoning is both: murder justified through lies (false witness 
against Jesus). When the "Spirit" in 1 Nephi 4 uses identical logic, it 
reveals identical authorship. This is not the Holy Spirit adopting 
pragmatic necessity—this is the spirit that authored Caiaphas's 
reasoning now speaking directly and claiming divine authority. The 
Holy Spirit cannot contradict Himself. If Caiaphas's logic was satanic 
when used to kill Jesus (as the Gospels present it), it remains satanic 
when used to kill Laban—even when labeled "the Spirit of the Lord." 
The logic itself is the fingerprint: expedient murder calculation + 
claimed divine necessity = the same spirit that orchestrated Christ's 
crucifixion, now operating openly and claiming to be God's own Spirit.
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• Justifies the murder, deception and robbery using 
false prophecy   626

Symbolic Meaning is of the counterfeit spirit of the 
Pharisees and Caiaphas that commands Christ's murder 

 False Prophecy: Justifying Evil Through Predicted Good Outcomes 626

The rationale given in 1 Nephi 4:13–14—“it is better that one man should 
perish than that a nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief,” 
coupled with the promise that Lehi’s seed “shall prosper in the land”—
functions as a prophetic justification for committing present evil 
(murder, impersonation, theft) on the basis of predicted future good. 
This is a classic form of utilitarian prophecy: the ends are invoked to 
sanctify means God expressly forbids. Jesus directly condemned this 
logic when Satan quoted true Scripture (Psalm 91:11–12) to justify an 
unrighteous act (Matt. 4:5–7); any spirit that uses future blessing to 
excuse present disobedience is identified by Christ as counterfeit. Even 
if such a prophecy “came true,” it would be false by biblical standard, 
since true prophecy cannot require sin to be fulfilled (Deut. 18:20–22). 
But in the Book of Mormon’s internal narrative the prophecy does not 
come true at all: the Nephite nation does dwindle in unbelief (Helaman 
13; Mormon 2), does perish as a civilization (Mormon 6), and Lehi’s 
seed is ultimately exterminated to extinction (Moroni 1). The promised 
outcomes used to justify killing Laban never materialize. Thus the 
prophecy is false both on moral grounds—because it demands evil to 
bring forth supposed good—and on historical grounds within the 
narrative itself, since every predicted benefit collapses in catastrophic 
failure. This exposes the voice in 1 Nephi 4 as inconsistent with the Holy 
Spirit of Truth.
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while wearing God's name. The voice of religious 
deception.  627

5. The Brass Plates - The allegorical role of The 
Word, the Gospel and the Scriptures. 

Textual Role:  

 The Voice of Religious Deception: Satan in Divine Costume 627

The "Spirit of the Lord" in 1 Nephi 4 is the operational pattern of 
religious deception: claiming divine authority while commanding what 
divinity condemns. This is not a new phenomenon—it is Satan's 
consistent methodology from Eden to Revelation. In Eden, he 
questioned and reinterpreted God's word (Genesis 3:1-5). To Jesus, he 
quoted Scripture to justify sin (Matthew 4:5-6). Through Caiaphas, he 
used religious office to justify expedient murder ( John 11:47-50). 
Through false prophets, he claims divine authority for deceptive 
teaching (Matthew 7:15, 22-23: "Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord... And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you"). The 
pattern is unchanging: religious language + claimed divine authority + 
commands contradicting God's character = counterfeit spirit. 2 
Corinthians 11:13-15 makes this explicit: "For such are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 
And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their 
works." The "Spirit of the Lord" commanding murder using Caiaphas 
logic while overriding Holy Spirit restraint is Satan transformed as an 
angel of light—and the text's willingness to label him "the Spirit of the 
Lord" is the blasphemy.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 468



• The Law, the Prophecies, the Law of Moses, 
Genealogies   628

The symbolic meaning of the Brass Plates is the Law, 
Prophets, and testimony of Jesus Christ stolen from their 
lawful guardian by the impostor who murders him, 
obtained by breaking the very commandments they 
contain ("Thou shalt not kill," "Thou shalt not steal," "Thou 

 The Brass Plates: Content and Symbolic Function 628

1 Nephi 5:11-13 describes the brass plates' content: "And he beheld that 
they did contain the five books of Moses, which gave an account of the 
creation of the world, and also of Adam and Eve, who were our first 
parents; And also a record of the Jews from the beginning, even down 
to the commencement of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah; And also 
the prophecies of the holy prophets, from the beginning, even down to 
the commencement of the reign of Zedekiah; and also many prophecies 
which have been spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah." The plates contain 
(1) the Law of Moses, including the Ten Commandments, (2) historical 
records, (3) prophecies pointing to the Messiah. Symbolically, this 
represents the complete witness of Scripture: Law (revealing sin and 
pointing to need for redemption), History (showing God's faithfulness 
and human rebellion), Prophecy (pointing to Christ as the fulfillment). 
These are the very scriptures that condemn the means by which Nephi 
obtains them: the Law forbids murder, theft, and false witness; the 
prophecies point to Christ who forbade violence and condemned 
Pharisaic logic. The irony is structural: the Word that would expose the 
counterfeit is seized by the counterfeit and used to authenticate his 
false system.
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shalt not bear false witness").  The counterfeit now 629

controls the scriptures that would expose him, using them 
to authenticate a false system. This is the ultimate 
inversion: the Word of God, which points to Christ and 
condemns murder, lying and robbery is seized through 
murder and deception and used to establish a counterfeit 

 Breaking the Law to Steal the Law: The Ultimate Sacrilege 629

Nephi obtains the brass plates—which contain the Ten Commandments
—by breaking three of those commandments: (6) "Thou shalt not kill" 
(Exodus 20:13), (8) "Thou shalt not steal" (Exodus 20:15), (9) "Thou shalt 
not bear false witness against thy neighbour" (Exodus 20:16). This is not 
merely ironic—it is theologically sacrilegious. He violates the Law to 
possess the Law, murders the guardian to steal the testimony that 
condemns murder, uses false witness to seize the commandment 
against false witness. This inversion reveals the counterfeit's nature: it 
does not honor the Word but uses it as a tool of legitimacy. 2 
Corinthians 3:6 warns: "the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life." 
Nephi has the letter (physical brass plates) obtained through killing, but 
has violated the spirit (moral law contained therein). This is the pattern 
of false religion: possessing Scripture while contradicting its message, 
holding the Bible while denying its Christ, claiming divine authority 
through God's Word while operating in opposition to God's character. 
The brass plates in Nephi's hands are not a sign of divine favor but of 
successful robbery—the Law possessed by lawbreakers, the testimony 
controlled by false witnesses, the Word wielded by murderers.
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religion.  The scriptures meant to guide people TO Christ 630

are stolen and used to lead people AWAY from Christ, while 
appearing to be based on those very scriptures. 

 Scripture Controlled by the Counterfeit: Leading Away While 630

Claiming to Lead Toward 
The counterfeit's control of Scripture creates the ultimate spiritual trap: 
people are led away from God while being convinced they're following 
His Word. This is precisely what Jesus accused the Pharisees of doing in 
Matthew 23:13-15: "But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in 
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in... Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to 
make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more 
the child of hell than yourselves." The Pharisees controlled Scripture, 
taught Scripture, claimed to represent Scripture—while missing its 
entire purpose (pointing to Christ) and using it to oppose Christ 
Himself. Similarly, Nephi now controls the brass plates—containing the 
Law, History, and Prophecies—obtained through violating that Law, 
fabricating that History (false witness against Laban), and contradicting 
those Prophecies (which forbid violence and expedient murder). Those 
who follow Nephi, trusting he obtained the plates righteously under 
divine command, are being led away from the very Christ the plates 
testify of—while being convinced they're following scriptural authority. 
This is 2 Corinthians 11:3-4 in operation: "But I fear, lest by any means, 
as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should 
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh 
preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive 
another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye 
have not accepted..." The brass plates in Nephi's hands preach "another 
Jesus"—one who commands Caiaphas logic, murder, and deception—
even while containing the true testimony of the real Jesus.
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6. The Sword of Laban - The allegorical role of the 
authority of all believers and the peaceful power of 
the Messiah. 

Textual Role:  
• Lusted after by Nephi for it’s blade of the most 
precious steel, hilt of pure gold and exceedingly fine 
workmanship  631

 Nephi's Lust for the Sword: Covetousness Disguised as Religious 631

Acquisition 
1 Nephi 4:9 reveals Nephi's focus on the sword's material value: "And I 
beheld his sword, and I drew it forth from the sheath thereof; and the 
hilt thereof was of pure gold, and the workmanship thereof was 
exceedingly fine, and I saw that the blade thereof was of the most 
precious steel." This detailed inventory of the sword's craftsmanship 
and materials suggests covetousness—the tenth commandment 
violation (Exodus 20:17: "Thou shalt not covet... any thing that is thy 
neighbour's"). Nephi notices and catalogs the sword's value before 
using it for murder, then keeps it permanently as a trophy. This is not 
merely obtaining a tool but acquiring a status symbol. The sword 
represents stolen authority through violence—the opposite of Christ's 
teaching in Matthew 26:52: "Put up again thy sword into his place: for 
all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword." Nephi takes 
the sword, kills with it, keeps it as a relic, and it becomes the symbol of 
Nephite kingship. This progression reveals the nature of counterfeit 
authority: seized through violence, maintained through the threat of 
violence, symbolized by the instrument of violence—the antithesis of 
Christ's kingdom, which is "not of this world" and does not fight with 
worldly weapons ( John 18:36).
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• Used by Nephi to kill Laban and then stolen alone 
with the plates 
• Preserve as a Nephite relic and passed king to king as 
a symbol of authority and legitimacy   632

Fate in Satan’s Passion Play: 
• Similar to Isaiah’s prophecy being used to kill Jesus 
Christ 

 The Sword as Dynastic Symbol: Violence Legitimizing Authority 632

The sword of Laban becomes a perpetual symbol of Nephite royal 
authority, passed from king to king. Jacob 1:10 records: "The people 
having loved Nephi exceedingly... wherefore, the people were desirous 
to retain in remembrance his name. And whoso should reign in his 
stead were called by the people, second Nephi, third Nephi, and so 
forth, according to the reigns of the kings; and thus they were called by 
the people, let them be of whatever name they would." Words of 
Mormon 1:13 mentions the sword explicitly: "And it came to pass also 
that the armies of the Lamanites came down out of the land of Nephi, 
to battle against my people. But behold, king Benjamin gathered 
together his armies, and he did stand against them; and he did fight 
with the strength of his own arm, with the sword of Laban." The sword 
obtained through murder becomes the symbol wielded by righteous 
kings in battle. This is the inversion: an instrument of judicial murder 
(killing Laban without trial) becomes the symbol of righteous rule. The 
pattern mirrors how earthly kingdoms establish legitimacy through 
violence—but contradicts Christ's kingdom, where the King establishes 
authority through self-sacrifice, not murder of others. The sword of 
Laban as royal symbol represents counterfeit authority: power 
obtained through killing the guardian and maintained through the 
weapon that killed him.
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• A weapon that Jesus Christ specifically condemned 
(he who lives by the sword will die by the sword) 
mockingly becomes a symbol of the counterfeit   633

Just as the cross, once an instrument of torture and 
execution—became a symbol of Christian authority and 
power through Constantine and the church, Nephi's sword, 
the instrument of murder, becomes the symbol of the 

 Christ's Condemnation of the Sword: The Weapon Becomes the 633

Symbol 
Jesus explicitly condemned reliance on the sword in three critical 
moments: (1) Matthew 26:52, when Peter drew a sword to defend Him: 
"Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword." (2) John 18:11: "Put up thy sword into the 
sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?" (3) 
John 18:36: "Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should 
not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence." 
Christ's kingdom operates without earthly weapons; His authority 
comes through suffering, not inflicting suffering. The sword of Laban 
becoming the symbol of Nephite authority directly contradicts Christ's 
teaching. This is not a minor cultural difference—it is theological 
inversion. Where Christ rejects the sword as the means of His kingdom, 
the Book of Mormon makes the sword (obtained through murder) the 
symbol of godly kingship. This reveals whose kingdom the sword 
represents: not Christ's, which rejects violence, but the counterfeit's, 
which establishes and maintains authority through violence while 
claiming divine sanction.
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Satanic counterfeit and stolen authority and legitimacy of 
the anti-Christ.  634

7. Laban’s Garments and Armor  - The allegorical 635

role of the full appearance and authority of Jesus 
Christ 

 The Cross and the Sword: Sacred Symbol vs. Murder Weapon 634

The comparison between the cross and the sword reveals the inversion. 
The cross was an instrument of torture that became Christianity's 
symbol—but with critical difference: Christ willingly suffered on the 
cross; He did not use it to kill someone else. The cross symbolizes self-
sacrifice, voluntary suffering for others' redemption. It is transformed 
from instrument of death to symbol of life through Christ's resurrection
—God vindicating the innocent sufferer. The sword of Laban follows 
opposite logic: Nephi uses it to kill someone else; he does not suffer by 
it but wields it for murder. It symbolizes not self-sacrifice but the 
sacrifice of another for institutional benefit. It is transformed from 
guardian's weapon to symbol of authority not through resurrection but 
through theft. The cross shows how God redeems instruments of evil 
when the innocent suffers. The sword shows how Satan perverts 
symbols when the guilty murders. Constantine's later use of the cross 
as military symbol (In Hoc Signo Vinces - "In this sign conquer") 
similarly perverted its meaning—making Christ's instrument of self-
sacrifice into justification for violence. The sword of Laban from the 
beginning represents authority through violence, making it the perfect 
symbol for counterfeit religion: appearing to honor God (passing it 
among "righteous" kings) while operating by Satan's method (power 
through killing).

 Ephesians 6:11-17, KJV635
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Textual Role:  
• Stripped & stolen from Laban's body after murder 
• Put on by Nephi ("every whit" - 1 Nephi 4:19)  636

• Includes both clothing and protective armor 
• Used to deceive Zoram through appearance 
• A deceptive key to enable access to treasury 
• Grant authority to command his household  

Fate in Satan’s Passion Play: 
• Stripped from murdered guardian 
• Put on by the killer ("every whit") 

 "Every Whit": Complete Identity Assumption 636

The phrase "every whit" (1 Nephi 4:19) is emphatic in both Hebrew 
literary context and Greek usage ( John 7:23 uses the same phrase: "that 
the whole man [holon anthropon - 'every whit'] should be made 
whole"). It means complete, total, nothing lacking—absolute wholeness. 
Nephi doesn't take some of Laban's clothes for disguise; he takes "every 
whit" of his garments and armor, assuming total external identity. In 
Hebrew thought, clothing represents identity, status, and authority (see 
Joseph's coat of many colors, Genesis 37:3; priestly garments, Exodus 
28; Joshua being clothed with new garments, Zechariah 3:3-5). Armor 
specifically represents defensive authority and warrior status (Saul 
offering his armor to David, 1 Samuel 17:38-39; David refusing it because 
it doesn't fit his identity). By taking "every whit" of both garments and 
armor, Nephi assumes not just disguise but complete identity 
replacement: Laban's appearance, Laban's authority, Laban's status, 
Laban's role. This is not impersonation for a specific task—it is identity 
theft for permanent replacement. The impostor doesn't merely appear 
as the guardian; he becomes the guardian in every external particular, 
wearing his complete identity "every whit."
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• Both appearance (garments) AND authority (armor) 
stolen 
• Used to impersonate the true guardian 
• Enable deception of followers 
• Grant access to holy places 
• The impostor wears the complete regalia of the true 
one 

Symbolically, this is Satan/Antichrist taking not just the 
appearance of Christ (garments) but also His protective 
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authority and warrior-guardian status (armor).  The 637

counterfeit wearing the complete defensive righteousness 
and power of the true guardian. False religion doesn't just 
look like Christianity, it claims the full armor and authority 
of God while serving Satan's purposes. The impostor 
wears  "every whit" of the guardian's identity, power, and 638

 The Armor of God vs. The Armor of the Guardian: Stolen 637

Righteousness 
Paul's "armor of God" passage (Ephesians 6:11-17) makes armor 
explicitly symbolic of spiritual authority and righteousness: belt of 
truth, breastplate of righteousness, shoes of gospel of peace, shield of 
faith, helmet of salvation, sword of the Spirit (God's word). This isn't 
merely metaphor—it's identification of spiritual reality. Righteousness 
itself is the armor; truth is the defense; God's word is the weapon. 
When Nephi steals Laban's armor "every whit," he is allegorically 
stealing the appearance of righteousness, the costume of truth, the 
external markers of spiritual authority—while operating in murder, 
deception, and theft. This is 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 enacted: "And no 
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their 
works." The counterfeit wears the complete armor of righteousness—
appearing to possess truth, righteousness, faith, salvation, and God's 
word—while serving purposes opposite to each element. False religion 
doesn't announce itself as false; it wears "every whit" of true religion's 
appearance while denying its power (2 Timothy 3:5: "Having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof").

 2 Thessalonians 2:4 - Antichrist "showing himself that he is God"638
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protective authority, the complete costume of legitimacy a 
requirement to deceive even the elect.  639

8. Laban’s Voice, Knowledge and Experience - The 
allegorical role of speaking as Jesus Christ to the 
believers.  

Textual Role:  

 Deceiving the Elect: Complete External Legitimacy Required 639

Matthew 24:24 warns: "For there shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it 
were possible, they shall deceive the very elect." The phrase "if it were 
possible" suggests the deception will be so complete that only divine 
protection prevents even believers from being fooled. This requires not 
partial resemblance but complete external legitimacy—which is exactly 
what "every whit" of garments and armor provides. The counterfeit 
must look exactly like the real thing to deceive those who know what to 
look for. Partial costume would be detected; complete costume allows 
access to "holy places" and authority to command "the household." This 
is why Nephi takes "every whit"—partial impersonation wouldn't 
deceive Zoram or gain access to the treasury. Complete identity theft is 
required. Allegorically, this represents how false religion must claim 
complete Christian identity—same terminology, same Scripture, same 
moral language, same appearance of authority—to deceive sincere 
believers. The counterfeit wearing 90% would be detected; wearing 
"every whit" of external legitimacy allows deception of even careful 
observers. Only testing the spirit (1 John 4:1)—examining character and 
fruit rather than appearance—reveals the impostor, because the 
appearance is designed to be perfect.
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• Despite only meeting Laban once in a hostile 
situation, he imitates Laban’s voice with perfect 
accuracy   640

 Perfect Voice Imitation: Supernatural Knowledge Transfer 640

1 Nephi 4:20-27 describes Nephi's deception of Zoram: "And I went 
forth unto him, and I spake unto him as if it had been Laban. And I also 
spake unto him that I should carry the engravings, which were upon 
the plates of brass, to my elder brethren, who were without the walls. 
And I also bade him that he should follow me. And he, supposing that I 
spake of the brethren of the church, and that I was truly that Laban 
whom I had slain, wherefore he did follow me." Nephi met Laban only 
once in a hostile confrontation (1 Nephi 3:11-14), yet perfectly replicates 
his voice, knowledge of household dynamics, relationship with Zoram, 
awareness of church matters, and treasury protocols. This cannot be 
natural observation—there was no opportunity to learn these details. 
The text attributes this knowledge to "the Spirit" leading him (verse 20), 
but Deuteronomy 18:10-12 explicitly condemns necromancy: "There 
shall not be found among you... a consulter with familiar spirits, or a 
wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an 
abomination unto the LORD." Necromancy is using supernatural means 
to gain knowledge from or impersonate the dead. Nephi gains 
supernatural knowledge of Laban's voice, household knowledge, and 
relational context after killing him. This is necromantic knowledge 
transfer—obtaining information from the dead through spiritual means
—attributed to "the Spirit of the Lord." The Holy Spirit does not enable 
occult practices God condemns.
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• He has intimate understanding of Laban’s knowledge 
and experience required for the deception and control of 
Zoram  641

Fate in Satan’s Passion Play: 
• Authority stolen from the dead. Christ crucified, His 
authority claimed by others 

 Intimate Knowledge Without Natural Means: Occult Information 641

Transfer 
The specificity of Nephi's knowledge proves supernatural transfer: (1) 
Laban's exact voice patterns and speech mannerisms, (2) His 
relationship dynamics with Zoram (master-servant familiarity), (3) 
Treasury access protocols and locations, (4) References to "the brethren 
of the church" (verse 26) showing awareness of religious community 
structure, (5) Enough contextual knowledge to maintain deception 
throughout extended interaction. None of this was observable during 
the single hostile encounter in 1 Nephi 3:11-14. Nephi had no 
opportunity to study Laban's voice, observe his household 
management, learn treasury procedures, or understand his religious 
community involvement. Yet he commands this knowledge completely 
after Laban's death. This is not the Holy Spirit's work—the Spirit of 
Truth does not enable deception through occult means. This is 
demonic information transfer: knowledge gained through consulting 
the dead (necromancy) or through demonic spirits familiar with 
Laban's life (familiar spirits). Either way, it is explicitly condemned in 
Scripture and cannot be attributed to the Holy Spirit without 
blasphemy.
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• Speaking in His name while contradicting His 
character. ”Lord, Lord" while doing what He never 
commanded  642

• Using familiar language to deceive. Christian 
vocabulary serving non-Christian purposes 

 "Lord, Lord" While Doing What He Never Commanded 642

Matthew 7:21-23 warns of those who claim Christ's authority while 
contradicting His character: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast 
out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will 
I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity." The pattern is clear: using Christ's name, claiming His 
authority, performing religious works—while practicing "iniquity" 
(Greek: anomia—lawlessness, acting contrary to God's law). This is 
exactly what speaking in Laban's voice represents allegorically: using 
the guardian's voice and authority to command his servants while 
serving purposes opposite to his character. False religion says "Lord, 
Lord" (claims Christ's identity), performs works "in thy name" (uses 
Christian vocabulary and authority), but practices iniquity (commands 
what Christ forbids, forbids what Christ commands). The familiar voice 
becomes the weapon of deception: believers hear "Lord, Lord" and 
assume they're following Christ, not realizing they're following the 
impostor speaking in His voice while leading them away from His 
character.
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• Commanding in darkness. Spiritual blindness where 
people can't see the contradiction  643

• Binding the faithful through vocal authority. Church 
authority compelling obedience through claimed divine 
mandate 
• The dead guardian's voice weaponized. Christ’s words 
twisted to serve the agenda of those who oppose Him 

The symbolic meaning of Laban’s voice is that of false 
religion speaking "in Christ's name" and commanding His 

 Commanding in Darkness: Spiritual Blindness Enabling Deception 643

1 Nephi 4:19-27 emphasizes the darkness: "And after I had smitten off 
his head with his own sword, I took the garments of Laban and put 
them upon mine own body... And I went forth unto him... and it was 
night" (verse 19, 23). Zoram cannot see clearly in the darkness—he relies 
on voice recognition, familiar patterns, claimed authority. This is 
spiritual blindness allegorically: 2 Corinthians 4:3-4 explains: "But if our 
gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them." False religion operates in spiritual darkness, where people 
cannot see clearly to distinguish the counterfeit from the real. They 
hear the familiar voice, see the familiar appearance, trust the familiar 
authority—without being able to "test the spirits" (1 John 4:1) through 
clear spiritual sight. John 12:35 warns: "Walk while ye have light, lest 
darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not 
whither he goeth." Believers commanded in spiritual darkness don't 
know they're following the impostor because they cannot see clearly—
they rely on familiar sound, appearance, and claimed authority rather 
than testing by the light of Christ's actual character and teaching.
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followers while serving Satan's purposes.  The counterfeit 644

doesn't just claim Christ's identity, he steals Christ's voice 
and uses it to command Christ's servants in spiritual 
darkness where they cannot see the deception. In the 
allegory, the dead guardian's voice becomes the weapon of 
his murderer, representing how Christ's words and 
authority are claimed by religious systems that contradict 

 Speaking "In Christ's Name" While Serving Satan's Purposes 644

The ultimate perversion is using Christ's name and authority to 
accomplish Satan's purposes—which is exactly what speaking in Laban's 
voice represents. Revelation 3:9 speaks of "them which say they are 
Jews, and are not, but do lie." This is identity theft: claiming to be God's 
people while serving opposing purposes. Similarly, false religion claims 
to be Christian, uses Christian vocabulary, speaks in Christ's name—
while serving Satan's actual agenda: (1) Making believers doubt God's 
clear commands through reinterpretation (Genesis 3:1: "Yea, hath God 
said?"), (2) Justifying sin through claimed divine necessity (Caiaphas 
logic), (3) Binding believers through religious authority rather than 
freeing them through truth, (4) Using Scripture to oppose Scripture's 
Author. This is not external opposition but internal subversion—using 
the guardian's own voice to lead his servants away. 2 Peter 2:1-2 warns: 
"But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there 
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them... And many shall 
follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall 
be evil spoken of." False teachers don't announce themselves as false—
they speak "in Christ's name" while teaching "damnable heresies," 
making "the way of truth" appear evil through their perversion of it.
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His character.  Believers obey the familiar sound without 645

testing the spirit, following the voice into darkness, 
accessing "holy" places under false authority, and becoming 
bound when the truth is finally revealed. This is the 
ultimate identity theft: not just wearing His appearance, 
but speaking with His voice, commanding with His 

 The Dead Guardian's Voice as Weapon: Scripture Twisted Against Its 645

Author 
The image of Nephi using Laban's voice to command Zoram while 
leading him away represents how Scripture (the guardian's testimony) 
is used against its own purposes. 2 Peter 3:16 warns that false teachers 
"wrest" Scripture "unto their own destruction." The Greek word 
strebloō means to torture, twist, distort—using Scripture as a weapon 
against itself. Satan himself modeled this in Matthew 4:6, quoting Psalm 
91:11-12 to tempt Jesus: "If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for 
it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in 
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone." Scripture accurately quoted, but twisted to justify 
testing God—which Scripture forbids. Jesus responds: "It is written 
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God" (Matthew 4:7). True 
Scripture (Laban's actual voice/testimony) vs. Twisted Scripture (Nephi 
speaking in Laban's voice for opposite purposes). False religion doesn't 
reject Scripture—it claims Scripture, quotes Scripture, speaks in 
Scripture's authority—while using it to accomplish what Scripture itself 
condemns. The dead guardian's voice (Scripture's testimony) becomes 
the weapon of his murderer (false religion), commanding the faithful to 
follow the impostor while believing they're following the guardian's 
actual will.
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authority, claiming to speak for the living Christ while 
serving the spirit of Antichrist.  646

9. Zoram the Faithful Servant - The allegorical role 
of Jesus Christ’s followers deceived by the counterfeit. 

Textual Role:  

 The Ultimate Identity Theft: Voice, Authority, and Command 646

Identity theft progresses from external to internal, from appearance to 
voice to authority. Nephi steals Laban's garments (appearance), armor 
(authority symbols), sword (power), and finally voice (personal identity 
and command authority). This complete theft represents Satan's 
ultimate ambition in 2 Thessalonians 2:4: the Antichrist "opposeth and 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is 
God." Not merely opposing God externally, but assuming God's place 
internally—sitting in His temple, claiming His identity, speaking in His 
voice, commanding His people. This is Isaiah 14:12-14's "I will be like the 
most High" fully enacted: taking not just God's position but His identity, 
not just His authority but His voice. The counterfeit doesn't announce "I 
oppose Christ"—he announces "I am Christ's representative," "I speak 
for Christ," "I have Christ's authority," "Follow me as you would follow 
Him." Believers hear the familiar vocabulary, see the familiar symbols, 
recognize the claimed authority—and follow without testing, because 
the complete identity theft (appearance + authority + voice) creates 
perfect external legitimacy. Only 1 John 4:1-3 protects: "Try the spirits 
whether they are of God... every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God." Testing the spirit's character 
(does it match Christ's?) rather than testing its claims (does it say it 
represents Christ?) reveals the impostor despite perfect external 
costume.
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• Laban's trusted servant and keeper of the keys to the 
treasury  647

• Faithful to his master's voice and commands 

 Keeper of the Keys: Trusted Access to Holy Things 647

1 Nephi 4:20-24 identifies Zoram's role: "And I also spake unto him that 
I should carry the engravings, which were upon the plates of brass, to 
my elder brethren, who were without the walls. And I also bade him 
that he should follow me. And he, supposing that I spake of the 
brethren of the church, and that I was truly that Laban whom I had 
slain, wherefore he did follow me." Zoram has access to the treasury, 
holds the keys, can retrieve the sacred plates. This represents believers 
in positions of trust within religious systems—those who control access 
to "holy things," maintain sacred spaces, guard spiritual treasures. 
These are not casual followers but committed servants who have 
proven faithful and been given significant responsibility. Their very 
faithfulness makes them vulnerable: they've been trained to obey 
recognized authority, trust familiar voices, and grant access based on 
proper credentials. When the counterfeit wears complete external 
legitimacy ("every whit" of garments, armor, and voice), the faithful 
servant has no reason to suspect deception—all the verification markers 
appear correct. This represents how sincere believers with access to 
sacred things can be manipulated by false authority that perfectly 
mimics true authority's external characteristics.
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• Deceived by Nephi's imitation of Laban's voice in 
darkness  648

• Trusts the clothes, armor, sword, voice and 
knowledge of the counterfeit 
• Obeys the familiar voice without question 
• Leads the impostor to the treasury and retrieves the 
brass plates 

 Deceived in Darkness: Spiritual Blindness Preventing Discernment 648

The repeated emphasis on darkness (1 Nephi 4:19, 23) is not merely 
scene-setting but theologically symbolic. Zoram cannot see Nephi 
clearly—he must rely on voice, claimed identity, familiar patterns. This 
is spiritual blindness: 2 Corinthians 4:4 explains that "the god of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light 
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them." Even sincere believers can operate in spiritual darkness 
when they rely on external markers (voice, appearance, claimed 
authority) rather than testing by spiritual light (God's word, Christ's 
character, Holy Spirit's discernment). John 8:12 promises: "I am the light 
of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life." But Zoram is not following Christ—he's following 
the voice claiming to be his master in literal and spiritual darkness. The 
darkness enables deception because it prevents seeing clearly enough 
to distinguish counterfeit from authentic. This represents believers who 
operate by religious tradition, institutional authority, and familiar 
patterns rather than by direct relationship with Christ and testing of 
spirits—making them vulnerable to any authority figure who masters 
the external signals.
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• Discovers the deception only after leaving the city  649

• Fears for his life when truth is revealed 

 Discovery After Investment: The Trap Closes 649

1 Nephi 4:28-31 records the crucial moment: "And it came to pass that 
when the servant of Laban beheld my brethren he began to tremble, 
and was about to flee from before me and return to the city of 
Jerusalem. And now I, Nephi, being a man large in stature, and also 
having received much strength of the Lord, therefore I did seize upon 
the servant of Laban, and held him, that he should not flee." Zoram 
discovers the deception only after leaving Jerusalem, after granting 
access to the treasury, after helping steal the plates, after walking 
beyond the city walls with the impostor. This timing is critical: 
discovery comes after significant investment and complicity. He cannot 
simply return—he's now implicated in the theft, outside the safety of the 
city, surrounded by the brothers, physically restrained. This represents 
how false religious systems reveal their true nature gradually, after 
believers have invested significantly: time, money, relationships, 
identity, compliance in questionable practices. By the time the 
deception becomes clear, return appears impossible—too much has 
been invested, too much has been done, too many bridges have been 
burned. The trap closes not at the beginning but after sufficient 
entanglement makes escape seem impossible.
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• Bound by oath ("as the Lord liveth, and as I live") to 
follow Nephi  650

• Oath prevents his return to Laban's house 
• Becomes servant to his master's killer and slave to his 
oath of loyalty to the lie 

Allegorical Role: Zoram represents the fateful believer 
who:  

• Serves the true master loyally (Laban/Christ) 

 The Binding Oath: Covenanted Loyalty to the Lie 650

1 Nephi 4:31-37 describes the oath: "And when Zoram had made an oath 
unto us, our fears did cease concerning him... And it came to pass that 
Zoram did take courage; and when he had made an oath unto us, he 
did follow us into the wilderness." The oath is made under duress 
(verse 31: "he began to tremble"), after physical restraint (verse 31: "I did 
seize upon the servant of Laban, and held him"), using God's name 
(verse 32: "as the Lord liveth, and as I live"), and promises freedom 
while creating bondage (verse 33: "a free man"). This is the mechanism 
of false religious covenants: (1) Made after significant investment when 
doubts arise, (2) Made under psychological/social pressure, (3) Invoke 
God's name to legitimize bondage, (4) Promise spiritual freedom while 
preventing physical/spiritual escape, (5) Transform fear into false 
courage through commitment. Matthew 5:33-37 and James 5:12 warn 
against oaths beyond simple yes/no specifically because oaths can be 
used to bind people to commitments made under deception or duress. 
Jesus teaches: "Let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil" (Matthew 5:37). The oath 
that binds Zoram comes "of evil"—it seals his service to his master's 
murderer under God's name, making departure feel like betraying God 
rather than escaping deception.
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• Trusts religious authority based on external signs  651

(voice, appearance) 
• Operates in spiritual darkness (cannot see clearly) 

 External Signs vs. Spiritual Testing: The Failure to Discern 651

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 warns: "For such are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no 
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness." Zoram trusts external signs—garments, 
armor, voice, claimed authority—all of which are perfect counterfeits. 
He does not test the spirit (1 John 4:1: "Believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God"). Testing would require: (1) 
Comparing commands to known character (Does Laban typically 
behave this way?), (2) Questioning unusual requests (Why retrieve 
plates at night? Why leave the city?), (3) Seeking confirmation (Verify 
identity through questions only true master would know), (4) Prayer for 
discernment (Holy Spirit revealing truth). Zoram does none of these—he 
obeys based on appearance and familiar sound. This represents 
believers who accept religious authority based on external credentials 
(office, title, appearance, vocabulary) without testing whether the spirit 
behind the authority matches Christ's character. The transformation is 
perfect externally, but testing by fruit (Matthew 7:15-20) or by doctrine 
(1 John 4:2-3) would reveal the counterfeit.
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• Doesn't test the spirits (obeys familiar sound)  652

• Gives access to holy things based on claimed authority 

 Testing the Spirits: The Biblical Command Disobeyed 652

1 John 4:1-3 explicitly commands: "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every 
spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 
And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world." The 
test is not external credentials but spiritual character: does the spirit 
confess Christ's nature (God in flesh, suffering servant, self-sacrificing 
love)? Zoram fails to test because he trusts familiar patterns. Similarly, 
believers who trust religious authority without testing whether it 
confesses Christ's actual character—His rejection of violence (Matthew 
26:52), His condemnation of Pharisaic logic ( John 11:47-50 vs. Matthew 
23), His teaching against oaths (Matthew 5:33-37), His requirement for 
truth not deception ( John 8:32, 14:6)—follow familiar voices into 
bondage. Testing the spirits means comparing claimed authority's 
teachings and methods against Christ's revealed character, not merely 
verifying external credentials or institutional position.
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• Discovers deception too late and loves his own life 
more than truth  653

• Gets bound by religious oaths/covenants 

 Loving Life More Than Truth: The Fatal Choice 653

John 12:25 teaches: "He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 
hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal." Zoram, upon 
discovering the deception, faces a choice: (1) Refuse the oath, resist the 
brothers, risk death to return and serve faithfully even if it costs his life, 
or (2) Accept the oath, preserve his life, serve the impostor. He chooses 
self-preservation. Revelation 12:11 describes overcomers who "loved not 
their lives unto the death"—willing to die rather than serve falsehood. 
Zoram represents believers who, when confronted with truth about 
their religious system's deception, choose to stay because: fear of loss 
(community, identity, family), sunk cost (too much invested to walk 
away), comfort (known system vs. unknown future), self-preservation 
(avoiding persecution for leaving). Jesus warns in Matthew 10:37-39: "He 
that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me... And 
he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of 
me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my 
sake shall find it." Zoram finds his life (preserves it through the oath) 
but loses it (becomes servant to his master's murderer). The choice to 
preserve life over truth is the fatal error that locks believers in false 
systems even after discovering deception.
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• Out of fear cannot return to the true master once 
bound  654

Christ's faithful followers deceived into serving 
Antichrist through trust in external religious authority, a 
familiar voice, sacred appearance, claimed divine mandate. 
The servant cannot see in the darkness (spiritual 
blindness), trusts the sound without testing the spirit, 
grants access to holy things based on appearance, and 
helps the impostor steal the inheritance while thinking he's 

 Bound by Oath: Unable to Return to True Master 654

Once Zoram swears the oath (1 Nephi 4:32-33), return becomes 
spiritually and psychologically impossible. The oath was made "as the 
Lord liveth"—invoking God's name. Breaking it would feel like betraying 
God, even though the oath itself was coerced and bound him to serve 
his master's murderer. This is the genius of using God's name in false 
covenants: it makes departure feel like apostasy, when actually the 
system has apostatized from truth. This represents Mormon temple 
covenants, Jehovah's Witness dedication, or any religious system's 
binding oaths that: (1) Use God's name to legitimize the bond, (2) Are 
made after significant investment, (3) Come during moments of doubt 
or discovery of problems, (4) Make leaving feel like betraying God 
rather than escaping deception, (5) Create psychological barriers 
stronger than physical restraint. Hebrews 6:4-6 warns of those who 
"were once enlightened" but then fall away—but this can be misapplied 
to keep people in false systems by making them fear that leaving is the 
"falling away" rather than recognizing that staying in deception is the 
actual apostasy. Zoram cannot return because the oath—made in God's 
name, made under duress, made after discovery of deception—has 
created a prison stronger than physical chains.
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serving his true master. When the deception is discovered, 
he is bound by fear of religious oaths and covenants made 
in God's name, preventing return to the true Christ. This 
represents believers trapped in false religious systems 
through misplaced trust in authority, bound by temple 
covenants and sacred oaths that lock them to the 
counterfeit even after discovering the deception. The 
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tragedy is not rebellion but misplaced faithfulness, serving 
the murderer while believing you serve the master.  655

 The Tragedy of Misplaced Faithfulness: Serving the Murderer 655

Zoram's tragedy is not faithlessness but misplaced faithfulness—serving 
with genuine devotion, but serving the wrong master. He is loyal, 
obedient, trustworthy, committed—all virtues turned to bondage 
through deception. This is the deepest tragedy of false religion: it 
captures not the rebellious but the faithful, not the skeptical but the 
devoted, not those who doubt God but those who trust religious 
authority claiming to represent God. 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 describes 
this: "And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 
perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed 
not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." The "strong 
delusion" captures those who prefer authority structures, familiar 
patterns, and religious tradition over testing all things by truth. Zoram 
loved his master (faithfulness), obeyed his master's voice (loyalty), had 
access to holy things (trusted position)—but did not test the spirit, did 
not verify identity, did not question commands, did not insist on seeing 
clearly. His virtues became vulnerabilities, his faithfulness became 
bondage, his service became complicity in theft. This is the warning: 
sincere devotion without discernment, faithful service without testing 
spirits, loyal obedience without questioning authority—these virtues 
become chains when the authority is counterfeit. The faithful servant of 
the true master becomes the bound servant of the impostor, serving 
evil while believing he serves good, locked by sacred oaths to the lie 
while thinking he's bound to truth.
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Zoram's story is the tragedy of the sincere believer 
deceived by counterfeit authority, not through lack of faith, 
but through misplaced faith in the wrong voice. 

9. The Oath/The Covenant - The allegorical role of 
false covenants that bind believers to counterfeit 
religious systems. 

Textual role:  
• Made after Zoram discovers he's been deceived  656

• Zoram trembles with fear when he realizes the truth 
• Nephi and his brothers surround him 

 Timing: The Oath Made After Discovery 656

1 Nephi 4:28-31 establishes the critical sequence: "And it came to pass 
that when the servant of Laban beheld my brethren he began to 
tremble, and was about to flee from before me and return to the city of 
Jerusalem. And now I, Nephi, being a man large in stature, and also 
having received much strength of the Lord, therefore I did seize upon 
the servant of Laban, and held him, that he should not flee." Zoram 
discovers the deception (sees the brothers, realizes Nephi is not Laban) 
and immediately attempts to flee—proving he did not consent to follow 
knowingly but was deceived. Only after discovery, after attempted 
escape, after being physically restrained, is the oath administered. This 
timing reveals the oath's function: not to gain informed consent but to 
prevent escape after deception is discovered. This is the pattern of false 
religious covenants: they come not at the beginning when the believer 
could make informed choice, but after significant investment when 
doubts arise and the believer considers leaving. The oath is the 
mechanism that locks them in after they've discovered problems—using 
God's name to prevent the very escape the discovery should prompt.
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• Sworn "as the Lord liveth, and as I live" (1 Nephi 
4:32)  657

• Made in God's name to bind Zoram to his deceivers 

 Using God's Name: Sacred Language Legitimizing Bondage 657

The oath formula "as the Lord liveth, and as I live" (1 Nephi 4:32, 35) 
invokes God's name to legitimize the covenant, making it feel sacred 
even though it binds Zoram to his master's murderer. This violates both 
the third commandment ("Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD 
thy God in vain," Exodus 20:7) and Jesus' explicit teaching against oaths 
in Matthew 5:33-37: "But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by 
heaven; for it is God's throne... But let your communication be, Yea, 
yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil." James 
5:12 reiterates: "But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by 
heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your 
yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation." Why 
does Jesus forbid oaths beyond simple affirmation? Because oaths using 
God's name can be weaponized to bind people to commitments made 
under deception, duress, or incomplete information—exactly as 
happens to Zoram. The oath feels unbreakable because it invokes God's 
name, making departure feel like betraying God Himself rather than 
escaping human deception. This is why Jesus said oaths beyond yes/no 
"cometh of evil"—they enable exactly what happens to Zoram: bondage 
to falsehood under color of sacred commitment.
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• Promise that Zoram will be "a free man" if he goes 
with them  658

• Prevents Zoram from returning to Laban's house 
• Creates point of no return once spoken 
• Transfers Zoram's allegiance from true master to 
impostor 
• Uses sacred language to seal the deception 

 The False Promise: "A Free Man" While Creating Bondage 658

1 Nephi 4:33 records the promise: "And he spake unto me, saying: 
Surely the Lord hath commanded us to do this thing; and shall we not 
be diligent in keeping the commandments of the Lord? Therefore, if 
thou wilt go down into the wilderness to my father thou shalt have 
place with us. And it came to pass that Zoram did take courage; and 
when he had taken the oath he did follow us into the wilderness." 
Nephi promises Zoram will "have place with us"—freedom, belonging, 
safety. But this is false freedom: (1) He cannot return to Jerusalem, (2) 
He cannot serve his true master, (3) He is bound by oath to remain with 
those who deceived him, (4) He has become servant to his master's 
murderer. This is the pattern of false religious promises: "accept this 
covenant and be free," "take these vows and be saved," "commit to this 
system and be protected"—while the covenant actually creates bondage, 
the vows prevent departure, and the system becomes prison. Galatians 
5:1 warns: "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." 
Any covenant promising spiritual freedom while requiring binding 
oaths, preventing honest questioning, or making departure feel like 
apostasy is not Christ's liberty but a yoke of bondage.
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• Once bound, Zoram "took courage" and continued 
with them  659

Role in Satan’s Passion Play: The oath represents false 
religious covenants that: 

• Are made AFTER believers invest in the system 

 False Courage Through Commitment: Psychological Adaptation to 659

Captivity 
1 Nephi 4:35 states: "And it came to pass that Zoram did take courage; 
and when he had taken the oath he did follow us into the wilderness." 
The "courage" Zoram takes is not spiritual strength but psychological 
adaptation: the decision to accept captivity rather than continue 
resisting. This is documented in psychology as "cognitive dissonance 
reduction"—when trapped in an uncomfortable situation, the mind 
adapts by reframing the situation positively to reduce psychological 
distress. Festinger's theory of cognitive dissonance (1957) explains that 
when behavior conflicts with beliefs (Zoram's oath binding him to 
deceivers conflicts with his loyalty to his master), the mind resolves this 
by changing beliefs to match behavior (deciding the deceivers are now 
his rightful masters). The oath creates the commitment, and the 
commitment generates false courage—not courage to resist evil but 
courage to accept evil as good. This represents how religious covenants 
create psychological lock-in: once you've sworn, once you've 
committed publicly, once you've bound yourself in God's name, your 
mind adapts by deciding the system must be true—because the 
alternative (I've bound myself to a lie in God's name) is psychologically 
unbearable. The "courage" is actually the mind's defense mechanism 
protecting itself from recognizing the deception.
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• Come when doubts arise (sealing mechanism)  660

• Use God's name to prevent examination 

 Sealing Mechanism: Preventing Exit at the Crisis Point 660

False religious systems employ oaths/covenants strategically at the 
moment when believers are most likely to leave—after discovering 
problems, after investing significantly, when cognitive dissonance 
peaks. Mormon temple endowments come after mission service, tithing 
payment, family entrenchment—when leaving would cost relationships, 
identity, community. Jehovah's Witness baptism comes after extensive 
study, integration into the congregation, and isolation from "worldly" 
relationships—when departure means losing all social connections. 
Scientology's billion-year contract comes after years of auditing, course 
payments, and psychological investment. The pattern is universal: (1) 
Indoctrination creates dependency, (2) Investment creates sunk cost, 
(3) Crisis/doubt emerges as contradictions surface, (4) Covenant is 
administered to prevent exit at the very moment discovery should 
prompt escape. This is not organic spiritual commitment but calculated 
psychological manipulation—using sacred language to exploit the 
moment of maximum vulnerability when the believer is most likely to 
recognize deception and flee. The covenant doesn't seal faith; it seals 
the trap.
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• Promise spiritual freedom while creating bondage  661

• Make leaving seem like betraying God 
• Transfer allegiance from Christ to institution 
• Lock people in through sacred vows through fear and 
coercion  

The symbolic meaning of the Oath is in temple oaths, 
endowments, and binding covenants that lock believers 
into false religious systems using God's name, made after 
significant investment, when doubts arise, under social 
pressure, promising "freedom" while preventing return to 

 Bondage Disguised as Freedom: The Language Inversion 661

George Orwell's 1984 introduced "doublespeak": "War is Peace," 
"Freedom is Slavery," "Ignorance is Strength." False religious systems 
employ identical language inversion: "This covenant makes you free" 
(while binding you to the system), "These vows protect you" (while 
preventing departure), "This commitment liberates you" (while 
imprisoning you). 2 Peter 2:19 exposes this: "While they promise them 
liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a 
man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage." The promise 
of liberty is the bait; the bondage is the reality. Jesus offers actual 
freedom: "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed" ( John 8:36)—freedom that comes through truth ( John 8:32: "the 
truth shall make you free"), not through binding oaths, not through 
covenants preventing honest examination, not through sacred vows 
making departure feel like apostasy. Any system calling itself "freedom" 
while binding members through covenants they cannot break, 
questions they cannot ask, and exit they cannot exercise without 
penalty is not offering Christ's freedom but Satan's bondage dressed in 
sacred language.
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true faith.  The oath comes when the believer discovers 662

problems but has already invested too much to leave easily. 
It uses sacred language to make departure feel like 
apostasy, invokes God's name to legitimize bondage, and 
transforms fear into false courage through commitment. 
This represents how false religion binds sincere believers 
not through chains but through sacred vows—making them 
feel that leaving would be breaking faith with God, when 

 Temple Covenants: The Modern Zoram Oath 662

Mormon temple endowments require covenants made after members 
have already: (1) Served missions (2 years investment), (2) Paid 10% 
income in tithing (financial entrenchment), (3) Built identity around 
"being Mormon" (psychological integration), (4) Married in expectation 
of temple sealing (relationship dependency), (5) Isolated from non-
Mormon social networks (social dependence). Only then, in the temple 
ceremony, are binding covenants administered—covenants that until 
1990 included explicit oaths of secrecy with symbolic penalties of death 
(throat slitting, disembowelment), and still include promises of 
complete consecration to the church. The timing mirrors Zoram's oath: 
after discovery of problems (many experience cognitive dissonance 
during first temple visit), after significant investment (mission, tithing, 
social integration), under social pressure (family present, ceremony 
proceeding, no option to leave mid-ceremony), using God's name ("as 
the Lord liveth"), promising exaltation (freedom/salvation) while 
creating bondage (cannot leave without losing eternal family). Members 
who later discover historical problems, doctrinal contradictions, or 
leadership deception face Zoram's dilemma: honor the oath and stay 
bound to deception, or break the covenant made in God's name and 
risk eternal consequences plus loss of family, community, identity. The 
covenant becomes the lock.
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actually the system broke faith with them through 
deception.  The oath is the lock that keeps the servant 663

bound to his master's murderer, believing he's keeping faith 
when he's actually imprisoned by it. Once sworn, the 

 The System Broke Faith First: Who Really Apostatized? 663

The genius of using God's name in covenants is it makes the believer 
feel that leaving equals betraying God—even when the system betrayed 
the believer first through deception. Zoram didn't break faith with 
Laban; Nephi murdered Laban. But the oath makes Zoram feel that 
returning to serve faithfully would be breaking faith with God ("as the 
Lord liveth"). This inversion—making the victim feel like the betrayer—is 
spiritual abuse. Similarly, Mormon members who discover Joseph 
Smith's polyandry, Book of Abraham fraud, or First Vision 
contradictions didn't break faith with truth; the institution broke faith 
with them by teaching false history. But temple covenants make leaving 
feel like apostasy from God rather than departure from deception. The 
question becomes: Who broke covenant first? If an institution obtains 
commitment through deception (hiding history, presenting false 
narratives, using social pressure), then the institution broke faith first. 
The member discovering this and departing is not the apostate; the 
system that bound them through deception is. Romans 3:4: "Let God be 
true, but every man a liar." When human institutions conflict with 
truth, departure from the institution is faithfulness to God, not betrayal 
of Him. But covenants using God's name obscure this, making 
institutional loyalty feel like loyalty to God.
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easiest psychological path is to believe the deception rather 
than admit you've been bound to a lie in God's name.  664

THE FINAL CHAPTER 
 

The Christian gospel centers on the Passion of Christ: the 

 The Psychological Lock: Easier to Believe the Lie 664

Once Zoram swears the oath, he faces two psychologically unbearable 
options: (1) Admit he swore a sacred oath to his master's murderers and 
is now bound to serve them, or (2) Reframe his captors as his rightful 
new masters and his oath as legitimately binding. Option 2 is 
psychologically easier—it preserves dignity, avoids cognitive 
dissonance, and makes the oath feel righteous rather than tragic. This 
is why the text says he "took courage"—not courage to resist, but 
courage to accept. Similarly, believers who swear temple covenants, 
make religious vows, or take sacred oaths and later discover deception 
face two unbearable options: (1) Admit they bound themselves in God's 
name to a false system, or (2) Suppress doubts, rationalize problems, 
and reaffirm commitment to prove the oath wasn't wasted. Option 2 is 
easier—it preserves identity, maintains relationships, avoids admitting 
error, and makes the suffering feel meaningful rather than pointless. 
This is sunk cost fallacy in sacred garments: the more you've invested 
(time, money, relationships, oaths), the harder it becomes to admit the 
investment was in something false. Leon Festinger's "When Prophecy 
Fails" (1956) documented this: when prophecies failed, believers didn't 
leave—they increased commitment to reduce dissonance. The oath 
doesn't just bind legally; it binds psychologically, making belief in the 
deception psychologically easier than admitting you're bound to a lie in 
God's name. Once sworn, the easiest path is to believe rather than to 
face the unbearable truth that you've been trapped by a sacred oath to 
serve your master's murderer.
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lawful guardian lays down His life willingly for the sins of all 
humankind, His garments are stripped by His enemies, His 
blood is shed, and His authority is vindicated by 
resurrection, not violence. In 1 Nephi 4, the elements are 
eerily familiar, but reversed, and most horrifically, the 
Mormon “holy spirit” himself is made the author of 
murder, lies, deception, and robbery. 

But here is the deepest horror: Satan's Passion Play is 
not a different story from Christ's actual passion—it is the 
SAME story, told from Satan's perspective with his labels. 
From Caiaphas's view, from Satan's view, the crucifixion of 
Christ WAS a victory, WAS successful, WAS the "Spirit's" 
work. "It is expedient that one man should die for the 
people" ( John 11:50) was, to them, wisdom. The murder of 
the guardian WAS the solution. The seizure of authority 
WAS justified. The villains are the heroes of their own 
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story.  665

1 Nephi 4 simply reenacts that same logic, that same 
justification, that same "righteous murder"—but this time 
explicitly attributing it to a malevolent entity labeled as "the 
Spirit of the Lord." What Caiaphas did claiming political 
necessity, Nephi does claiming divine command. What 
Satan orchestrated while blaming circumstances, the Book 
of Mormon orchestrates while blaming the Holy Spirit. 

 The Heroes of Their Own Story: Self-Justifying Evil 665

Every villain is the hero of his own narrative—a psychological principle 
documented across history and literature. The Pharisees who crucified 
Christ believed they were defending God's honor against a blasphemer 
( John 19:7: "We have a law, and by our law he ought to die: because he 
made himself the Son of God"). Caiaphas genuinely believed his 
expedient murder logic saved the nation ( John 11:50). From their 
perspective, they were righteous defenders of truth against a dangerous 
deceiver. This is how evil operates: not by announcing itself as evil, but 
by reframing wickedness as righteousness, murder as necessity, 
rebellion as obedience. Romans 10:2 describes those who have "a zeal 
of God, but not according to knowledge"—sincere religious passion 
serving evil purposes. 1 Nephi 4 presents the crucifixion from this 
inverted perspective: Nephi is the hero, Laban is the obstacle, the 
murder is righteous, and "the Spirit" commands it. This is not a 
different story—it is the same story (Christ's passion) told from Satan's 
perspective where the murderers are righteous and the victim deserved 
to die. The labels are inverted, but the pattern is identical: religious 
authority claiming divine mandate to kill the guardian "for the greater 
good."
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THE INVERSION: Gospel Passion vs. Satan's Passion 
In the gospel, Jesus Christ, the Son of God is the 

innocent one who is killed. The act is unjust, yet God 
redeems it through resurrection and the forgiveness of sins. 
In 1 Nephi 4, the guardian is killed by the "righteous" hero 
at the command of a spirit using Caiaphas's exact words—
but this spirit is called "the Spirit of the Lord.”  666

The passion is inverted at every point: 
 

Christ's Passion: The innocent guardian, Son of God 
voluntarily accepts death to redeem mankind. The true 

 The Verbatim Caiaphas Logic: Identical Calculus, Identical Spirit 666

The parallel between John 11:50 and 1 Nephi 4:13 is not thematic 
similarity but verbal identity: 
• Caiaphas ( John 11:50): "It is expedient for us, that one man should 
die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not." 
• ”Spirit of the Lord" (1 Nephi 4:13): "It is better that one man should 
perish than that a nation should dwindle and perish in unbelief." 
Both employ identical utilitarian calculus: (1) One individual's death 
weighed against collective survival, (2) Claimed necessity overriding 
moral law, (3) Greater good justifying present evil, (4) Religious/divine 
authority sanctioning the calculation. This is not convergent reasoning 
arriving at similar conclusions—this is the same spirit using the same 
logic structure. When the "Spirit of the Lord" in 1 Nephi 4 uses 
Caiaphas's exact reasoning, it reveals identical authorship. The Holy 
Spirit cannot contradict Himself: if Caiaphas's logic was satanic when 
used to kill Jesus (as the Gospels present it), it remains satanic when 
used to kill Laban—regardless of what label is applied. The logic itself is 
the fingerprint proving the spirit's true identity.
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Holy Spirit restrains Peter from violence (Matthew 26:52). 
Christ "empties Himself" (Philippians 2:7) and surrenders 
visible authority, trusting the Father to vindicate Him 
through resurrection. He is silenced by crucifixion, His 
voice stopped by death. His garments are stripped and His 
humiliation is public, soldiers casting lots at the foot of the 
cross. His blood speaks of mercy, leading to redemption. 

Satan's Passion (1 Nephi 4): The self-appointed 
"servant of God" kills the guardian and calls it 
righteousness. A counterfeit spirit overcomes the true Holy 
Spirit's restraint (Nephi's conscience making him "shrink" 
twice) through worldly logic. Nephi seizes authority by the 
sword and claims divine justification—not from God 
directly, but from "the Spirit" who speaks of "the Lord" in 
third person, carefully distancing itself while using God's 
name. The counterfeit steals the dead guardian's voice and 
uses it to command and deceive. The impostor strips Laban 
and wears his garments and armor "every whit," assuming 
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complete identity. Laban's blood becomes the foundation 
of a new religious system built on murder.  667

But the deepest inversion is spiritual: the logic that 
crucified Christ is attributed to the Holy Spirit. "It is better 
that one man should perish than that a nation should 
dwindle and perish in unbelief" (1 Nephi 4:13) echoes 
verbatim the high priest who condemned Christ: "It is 
expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, 
and that the whole nation perish not" ( John 11:50). This is 
not coincidence—it is Satan retelling his own story, his own 

 Point-by-Point Inversion: Gospel vs. Satan's Passion 667

The systematic inversion is not accidental but structural: 

 
Every element is present in both narratives, but with opposite moral 
valence. This is not merely literary parallel—this is deliberate inversion 
of the Gospel pattern, retelling Christ's passion from the murderers' 
perspective while calling it righteous.

IN DEFENSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
NAUVOO EXPOSITOR PRESS 510



justification for the murder of Christ, but this time calling it 
"the Spirit of the Lord.”  668

The Holy Spirit who restrains evil, convicts of sin, and 
leads into truth is made the author of: expedient murder 
using Caiaphas logic, systematic deception through 
necromantic voice theft, identity fraud through stolen 
garments, armor and weaponry and the binding of the 
faithful through coerced oaths. The Spirit of Truth is 
portrayed as orchestrating elaborate lies. The Restrainer of 
evil is made the commander of it. This is blasphemy: 

 Satan's Justification: "I Was Following Orders" 668

1 Nephi 4 functions as Satan's defense: "I wasn't rebelling—I was 
following the Spirit. The guardian had to die—it was expedient, 
necessary, divinely commanded. I was the obedient one; He was the 
obstacle." This is the psychology of self-justifying evil: reframe rebellion 
as obedience, murder as necessity, theft as rightful inheritance. Genesis 
3:4-5 shows Satan's original pattern: "Ye shall not surely die: For God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." He reframes 
disobedience (eating forbidden fruit) as enlightenment (knowing good 
and evil), rebellion (becoming "as gods") as rightful destiny. Similarly, 1 
Nephi 4 reframes Christ's murder (Satan's ultimate crime) as "the 
Spirit's" righteous command, presenting the crucifixion from the 
murderers' perspective where they were "following orders" from a 
higher authority. This is the Nuremberg defense in spiritual form: "I 
was just obeying divine command"—when the command itself 
contradicts the divine character. Any "Spirit" commanding murder 
using Caiaphas logic is not following God but providing post-hoc 
justification for rebellion dressed as obedience.
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attributing to the Holy Spirit the exact pattern and logic 
that murdered Christ.  669

THE REVELATION: Satan's Autobiography 

The narrative is Satan's autobiography—how he sees 
himself in the passion of Christ: not as the murderer, but as 
the one doing what was necessary; not as the deceiver, but 
as the one following higher wisdom; not as the usurper, but 

 Blasphemy Defined: Making the Holy Spirit Author of Caiaphas Logic 669

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31-32) is defined by Jesus 
in context: the Pharisees attributing His works—done by the Holy Spirit
—to Beelzebub (Matthew 12:24-28). This is calling the Holy Spirit's work 
demonic. The inverse is equally blasphemous: calling demonic work 
the Holy Spirit. 1 Nephi 4 commits this inverse blasphemy by attributing 
to "the Spirit of the Lord": (1) Murder justified through Caiaphas logic 
(the exact reasoning that killed Jesus), (2) Systematic deception through 
necromantic voice theft (occult practice), (3) False witness against 
Laban (fabricated charges of theft and murder attempts), (4) Identity 
fraud through stolen garments and armor, (5) Kidnapping through 
coerced oath-binding. The Holy Spirit's revealed character makes His 
involvement in these acts impossible: He is the Spirit of Truth ( John 
14:17, 15:26, 16:13)—He cannot command systematic deception. He 
restrains evil (2 Thessalonians 2:7)—He cannot orchestrate murder. He 
convicts of sin ( John 16:8)—He cannot justify it through worldly logic. 
He testifies of Christ ( John 15:26)—He cannot use the logic that killed 
Christ. Attributing these acts to "the Spirit of the Lord" is blasphemy: it 
makes the Holy Spirit the author of the exact pattern that murdered 
Jesus, contradicting His revealed character and making Him 
indistinguishable from the demonic counterfeit.
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as the righteous inheritor of what the guardian "refused" to 
give. 

From Satan's perspective, this is exactly what happened 
at the cross: he seized Christ's authority, wore His 
appearance, claimed His voice, took His place—and it was 
all "justified" because the guardian was "in the way." This is 
why every allegorical detail matters: 

• Laban represents Christ (the guardian of the word) 
• Nephi represents religious establishment (Caiaphas/
Pharisees) 
• "The Spirit of the Lord" represents Satan speaking 
as God 
• Nephi's conscience represents the true Holy Spirit 
restraining murder, sin and evil 
• The brass plates represent Scripture stolen and 
controlled by the counterfeit 
• Zoram represents Christ's faithful servants deceived 
by familiar voice and appearance 
• The oath represents binding covenants of the 
Mormon temple that trap believers after discovery 

The entire sequence is Satan's own account of his 
"righteous" killing of Christ, told as if HE were following the 
Spirit, as if HE were the obedient one, as if the murder 
were divine mandate rather than cosmic rebellion. It is the 
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crucifixion retold with inverted moral labels: the killers as 
heroes, the victim as obstacle, the theft as inheritance, the 
counterfeit as authentic, and Satan's voice as "the Spirit of 
the Lord.”  670

 Every Detail Allegorically Significant: Satan's Complete Self-Portrait 670

The allegorical structure is not imposed interpretation but textual 
pattern: 
• Laban (guardian of word) = Christ (guardian of truth) 
• Nephi (religious usurper) = Caiaphas/Pharisees (religious 

establishment) 
• "Spirit of the Lord" (commanding murder) = Satan (speaking as God) 
• Nephi's conscience (restraining murder) = True Holy Spirit 

(convicting of sin) 
• Brass plates (stolen scriptures) = Word of God (controlled by 

counterfeit) 
• Laban's garments/armor ("every whit") = Christ's complete identity/

authority 
• Laban's voice (stolen, used for deception) = Christ's name (claimed 

by impostor) 
• Zoram (deceived servant) = Believers (following familiar voice 

without testing)The oath (binding after discovery) = False covenants 
(trapping after doubt arises) 

• The wilderness (separation from Jerusalem) = Counterfeit system 
(separated from true temple) 

Each character and element functions allegorically to retell the 
crucifixion from Satan's perspective: he is the obedient one following 
"the Spirit," Christ is the obstacle who "had to" die, the murder was 
"righteous," the theft was "inheritance," and sincere followers serve the 
impostor believing they serve the master. This is not selective allegory—
every narrative element participates in the inverted passion play.
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THE SATANIC EASTER EGG: Truth Preserved for the 
Discerning 

But the text preserves evidence of its own deceptions, 
this is the "Satanic Easter Egg" principle. Laman's honest 
testimony contradicts Nephi's fabricated charges: he speaks 
in future hypothetical ("Laban CAN slay fifty") not past 
trauma, shows no grief over supposedly stolen wealth, 
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never mentions survived murder attempts.  The logistical 671

impossibilities are obvious: four young men cannot 
transport a family fortune through Jerusalem without carts, 
guards, or detection. The survival paradox is irrefutable: if 
Laban truly wanted them dead and could "slay fifty," they 
would already be dead, their survival proves murderous 
intent never existed. 

 Laman's Testimony: The Honest Witness That Exposes the Lie 671

1 Nephi 3:31 preserves Laman's contradictory testimony: "And after we 
had gathered these things together, we went up again unto the house of 
Laban. And it came to pass that we went in unto Laban, and we desired 
him that he would give unto us the records which were engraven upon 
the plates of brass, for which we would give unto him our gold, and our 
silver, and all our precious things... And it came to pass that Laban was 
angry, and thrust us out from his presence; and he would not that we 
should have the records. Wherefore, he said unto me: Behold thou art a 
robber, and I will slay thee... And Laman said unto me: Behold thou art 
a robber, and I will slay thee." Laman's testimony contradicts Nephi's 
narrative at critical points: (1) He speaks in future hypothetical ("Laban 
CAN slay fifty," "why not us?") not past trauma ("Laban tried to kill us," 
"we barely escaped"), (2) He expresses no grief over supposedly stolen 
family fortune (impossible for character defined by greed - 1 Nephi 2:11, 
16:37-38), (3) He never references survived murder attempts despite 
claiming fear of Laban's capability. Laman's linguistic patterns, 
psychological responses, and behavioral evidence all contradict Nephi's 
fabricated charges. This is the "honest witness the Pharisees could not 
find" (Matthew 26:59-60)—testimony that would exonerate the accused 
and expose the false charges. The text preserves this contradictory 
evidence so discerning readers can see through the deception, making 
informed choice rather than being innocently deceived.
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This transparency is theologically necessary: for the 
accusation of blasphemy to be valid, readers must have 
access to truth. The text provides Laman's contradictory 
testimony immediately adjacent to Nephi's false 
accusations, creating internal witness. Just as Jesus said the 
Pharisees blasphemed "knowingly" by attributing the Holy 
Spirit's work to demons despite evidence (Matthew 
12:24-32), the Book of Mormon preserves evidence so that 
readers who defend the narrative after discovering the 
contradiction are making an informed choice. This 
transforms sincere deception into knowing blasphemy, 
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willingly calling the counterfeit spirit "the Spirit of the Lord" 
despite textual evidence proving otherwise.  672

The pattern mirrors how Mormon apologetics respond: 
they focus obsessively on whether the violence was justified 
while ignoring the necromancy, systematic deception, 
identity theft, and coerced oath-binding. They defend 

 Transparency Required for Valid Blasphemy: Knowing vs. 672

Unknowing Sin 
The theological necessity of the "Satanic Easter Egg" (preserved 
contradictory evidence) stems from the nature of blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit. Matthew 12:31-32 and Mark 3:28-30 make clear this is 
the unforgivable sin—but context shows it must be knowing attribution 
of the Holy Spirit's work to demons (or inverse: demonic work to the 
Holy Spirit) despite available evidence. The Pharisees saw Jesus' 
miracles, heard His teaching, witnessed the Holy Spirit's power—yet 
called it Beelzebub. This was not ignorant error but willful choice 
against known truth. Similarly, the Book of Mormon must preserve 
evidence of the deception (Laman's testimony, logistical impossibilities, 
survival paradox, psychological improbabilities) for the charge of 
blasphemy to be valid. If readers had no access to truth, defending the 
narrative would be sincere error, not knowing blasphemy. But the text 
provides: (1) Laman's contradictory testimony (proving false charges), 
(2) Nephi's conscience "shrinking" twice (proving Holy Spirit restraint 
being overridden), (3) Caiaphas logic verbatim (proving identical spirit 
to Christ's murderers), (4) Necromantic knowledge transfer (proving 
occult practice God condemns). After encountering this evidence, 
defending 1 Nephi 4 as "the Spirit of the Lord" becomes informed 
choice to call evil good despite knowing better—which is the definition 
of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.
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"righteous killing" using Caiaphas logic while never 
addressing that the Holy Spirit is made the author of occult 
practices God explicitly condemns (Deuteronomy 18:10-12). 
The text itself preserves the evidence of deception, but 
defenders choose to call it righteousness anyway—sealing 
their participation in blasphemy.  673

THE MECHANISM: How Readers Become Complicit 

 Apologetic Focus: Violence While Ignoring Necromancy 673

Mormon apologetics defending 1 Nephi 4 obsessively focus on whether 
killing Laban was justified—debating self-defense, capital punishment, 
Old Testament precedents, "God's right to take life"—while 
systematically ignoring the necromancy, deception, identity theft, false 
witness, and coerced oath-binding. This selective focus reveals the trap: 
defenders argue about violence (where some biblical precedent exists 
for divinely-commanded warfare) while never addressing that "the 
Spirit of the Lord" is made the author of: (1) Necromantic knowledge 
transfer (Deuteronomy 18:10-12 explicitly condemns), (2) Systematic 
vocal deception using dead man's voice, (3) Identity fraud through 
stolen garments "every whit," (4) False witness fabricating charges of 
theft and murder, (5) Kidnapping through coerced oath in God's name. 
Even if killing Laban were somehow justifiable, these additional 
elements are indefensible—yet apologetics never addresses them. This 
is the mechanism of the trap: focus the debate on the one element with 
some ambiguity (violence) while accepting uncritically the elements 
with no ambiguity (necromancy, deception, false witness). Defenders 
become complicit not by defending violence but by defending the 
attribution of occult practices and systematic deception to "the Spirit of 
the Lord"—which is blasphemy regardless of the violence debate's 
outcome.
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The ultimate blasphemy is not merely that the text 
portrays these horrors—it is that the text is designed to 
make readers love it, defend it, and call it scripture. What 
appears to be a faith-building story of righteous obedience 
is actually a carefully constructed mechanism to entice 
aspiring believers to: 

• Align with Satan's logic (Caiaphas reasoning as divine 
wisdom) 
• Justify the murder of Christ's representative 
(expedient killing as righteousness) 
• Assume the robes of the Pharisees (religious authority 
murdering the guardian) 
• Participate willingly in blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit (calling the counterfeit "the Spirit of the Lord") 

The reader is not merely shown the reverse passion—
they are invited through prayer (Moroni 10:4) to confirm it 
as divine, to receive a "testimony" from the same 
counterfeit spirit using the same Caiaphas logic, and to seal 
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their own participation in calling the murder of the 
guardian "the Spirit of the Lord.”  674

They are led to love what should horrify them, to defend 
what should convict them, and to call holy what is 
profoundly evil. Children raised on "be like Nephi" are 
being raised on "be like Caiaphas." Youth who memorize 1 

 Moroni 10:4: The Mechanism Sealing Blasphemy Through Prayer 674

Moroni 10:4-5 instructs: "And when ye shall receive these things, I 
would exhort you that ye would ask God, the Eternal Father, in the 
name of Christ, if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a 
sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest 
the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost. And by the 
power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things." This 
creates the mechanism: (1) Read 1 Nephi 4 (the inverted passion with 
Caiaphas logic attributed to "the Spirit of the Lord"), (2) Pray asking if 
it's true, (3) Receive "spiritual confirmation" (emotional feeling 
interpreted as Holy Spirit witness), (4) Conclude that the spirit 
commanding murder, deception, and false witness using Caiaphas logic 
is "the Spirit of the Lord." This is not merely reading a text—it is actively 
participating in calling the counterfeit the Holy Spirit. The prayer itself 
becomes the mechanism of blasphemy: you invoke the Holy Spirit's 
name, ask Him to confirm that the spirit using Caiaphas logic is Him, 
receive demonic counterfeit "confirmation" (2 Corinthians 11:14: "Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light"), and seal your testimony 
that the counterfeit is the Holy Spirit. This is Matthew 12:31-32 enacted 
through prayer: calling the spirit commanding what Christ forbade "the 
Spirit of the Lord," which is attributing to the Holy Spirit the character 
and logic of Christ's murderers—the one sin Jesus said would never be 
forgiven.
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Nephi 3:7 ("I will go and do") are memorizing the creed of 
expedient obedience that crucified Christ. Adults who 
defend 1 Nephi 4 as scripture are defending the pattern the 
New Testament identifies as satanic—and attributing it to 
the Holy Spirit. 

The inversion is complete: not just making the Holy 
Spirit the author of murder using Caiaphas logic, but 
making sincere believers the defenders of that blasphemy, 
convinced they are bearing testimony of truth when they 
are actually sealed in calling evil good and good evil (Isaiah 
5:20). Just as Zoram was bound by an oath made in God's 
name after discovering deception—trapped by sacred vows 
to serve his master's murderer—readers who pray to 
confirm 1 Nephi 4 bind themselves through "spiritual 
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witness" to defend the counterfeit, locked by their own 
testimony into calling blasphemy "the Spirit of the Lord."  675

THE VERDICT: Which Spirit Will You Serve? 

 Zoram's Oath as Reader Parallel: Bound by Sacred Vows After 675

Discovery 
Just as Zoram was bound by oath made in God's name after discovering 
he'd been deceived—trapped by sacred vows to serve his master's 
murderer—readers who pray Moroni 10:4 and receive "confirmation" 
bind themselves through "spiritual witness" to defend the counterfeit. 
The parallel is exact: (1) Significant investment before discovery (Zoram 
served Laban faithfully; reader has joined church, served mission, paid 
tithing, built Mormon identity), (2) Discovery of deception (Zoram sees 
the brothers; reader encounters historical/textual problems), (3) Fear 
and desire to flee (Zoram trembles and attempts escape; reader 
experiences doubt and considers leaving), (4) Sacred oath/covenant 
preventing return (Zoram swears "as the Lord liveth"; reader has 
temple covenants and "testimony" binding them), (5) Psychological 
adaptation through commitment (Zoram "takes courage"; reader 
suppresses doubts to preserve testimony), (6) Serving the impostor 
while believing you serve the master (Zoram follows Nephi; reader 
defends Book of Mormon while thinking they defend God). The oath 
made in God's name creates psychological prison stronger than 
physical chains: breaking it feels like betraying God, when actually 
staying bound means serving the counterfeit. Readers who "receive 
testimony" through Moroni 10:4 prayer are psychologically locked into 
defending 1 Nephi 4 as scripture—bound by their own spiritual witness 
to call the counterfeit "the Spirit of the Lord"—just as Zoram was bound 
by oath to serve his master's murderer.
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The Book of Mormon doesn't just contain Satan's 
Passion Play—it IS Satan's Passion Play, his own account of 
his murder of Christ, dressed in religious language, 
presented as scripture, and designed to make readers 
defend it. You are reading the crucifixion from Caiaphas's 
perspective, where he is the righteous one, Christ is the 
problem, and "better one man die" is divine wisdom. And 
then you are asked to pray and receive "testimony" that this 
perspective is from God. 

The defense of the Holy Spirit of Truth, therefore, 
requires a verdict from the reader. You cannot have both 
the Caiaphas Spirit who kills for expediency and the Christ 
Spirit who dies for love. You must choose which Passion 
you believe saves you: the one where the innocent God dies 
for the guilty man, or the one where the guilty man kills the 
innocent guardian and calls it righteousness. One is the 
foundation of the Gospel; the other is the foundation of the 
Book of Mormon. One is the Spirit of Truth; the other is the 
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masterpiece of the Liar.  676

This is not a debate about interpretation. This is not a 
disagreement between denominations. This is a binary 
spiritual choice: 

Will you defend the Holy Spirit's character against a 
text that makes Him the author of murder, theft, lies, 

 Binary Choice: No Middle Ground Between Two Passions 676

The choice is genuinely binary because the two passions are mutually 
exclusive: (1) Christ's Passion: Innocent guardian dies voluntarily, 
enemies strip His garments, blood speaks mercy, Father vindicates 
through resurrection, self-sacrificial love redeems, Holy Spirit restrains 
Peter's violence. (2) Satan's Passion (1 Nephi 4): "Righteous" usurper 
kills guardian claiming divine mandate, impostor steals garments 
"every whit," blood founds counterfeit system, authority seized by 
sword, expedient murder justified through Caiaphas logic, "Spirit of the 
Lord" commands violence overriding conscience. These cannot both be 
from God. They operate on opposite principles: voluntary suffering vs. 
inflicting suffering, self-sacrifice vs. sacrificing others, truth vs. 
deception, Holy Spirit restraining evil vs. "Spirit" commanding evil. 
Jesus makes clear in Matthew 12:30: "He that is not with me is against 
me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad." There is no 
neutral position. Defending 1 Nephi 4 as scripture means affirming that 
Caiaphas logic is divine wisdom, that the Holy Spirit commands murder 
and deception, that expedient killing of the guardian is righteousness. 
This is choosing Satan's passion over Christ's—not because the reader 
consciously chooses evil, but because they've been led to call evil good 
through the mechanism of false testimony confirmed by counterfeit 
"spiritual witness."
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and deception? Or will you pray to confirm that the spirit 
who commanded these evils is "the Spirit of the Lord”? 

Will you call Caiaphas logic "divine wisdom"? Or will 
you recognize that any spirit using the exact words that 
justified Christ's crucifixion cannot be the Holy Spirit—
regardless of what label the text applies? 

Will you defend a narrative that makes you 
complicit in blasphemy while calling it testimony? Or 
will you see that defending "righteous murder" through 
false witness makes you an accomplice to the spiritual 
reenactment of the crucifixion—not from Jesus' perspective, 
but from the Pharisees’? 

Will you love Satan's retelling of the crucifixion 
where he is the hero and Christ is the obstacle? Or will 
you recognize that the Holy Spirit of Truth never 
commanded murder, never used Caiaphas logic, never 
overrode conscience toward sin, never made the killing of 
the innocent "expedient" or “necessary"? 

The Holy Spirit restrains evil—He does not orchestrate it. 
He convicts of sin—He does not justify it. He leads into truth
—He does not command elaborate deception. Any spirit 
that does these things, no matter what name it claims, no 
matter how familiar its voice sounds, no matter how many 
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sincere people have prayed and received "confirmation"—
that spirit is not the Holy Spirit of Truth.  677

 The Holy Spirit's Character: Unchanging Biblical Definition 677

Scripture defines the Holy Spirit by consistent, unchanging 
characteristics that make His involvement in 1 Nephi 4's pattern 
impossible: 
Spirit of Truth ( John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13): "He will guide you into all 
truth." Cannot command systematic deception through necromantic 
voice theft and identity fraud. 
Restrainer of Evil (2 Thessalonians 2:7): "He who now letteth will let, 
until he be taken out of the way." Cannot orchestrate murder, theft, and 
false witness. The restraining voice in Nephi's conscience (making him 
"shrink") is the Holy Spirit; the overriding voice using Caiaphas logic is 
the counterfeit. 
Convictor of Sin ( John 16:8): "He will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment." Cannot justify sin through expedient 
logic or worldly reasoning. 
Testifier of Christ ( John 15:26, 1 John 4:1-3): "He shall testify of me... 
every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of 
God." Cannot use the logic and pattern that killed Jesus, cannot 
command what Christ forbade (violence, false witness, oaths), cannot 
contradict Christ's teaching and character. 
Any spirit commanding murder using Caiaphas logic, systematic 
deception through necromancy, false witness against the guardian, and 
identity theft through stolen garments—regardless of what label is 
applied—is by definition not the Holy Spirit based on His revealed 
character. Testing spirits (1 John 4:1) means comparing their commands 
to the Holy Spirit's unchanging nature, not merely accepting their self-
applied labels.
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Choose this day which Spirit you will serve. But know 
this: if you defend 1 Nephi 4 as scripture, if you call the 
murder of Laban "righteous obedience," if you pray to 
confirm that Caiaphas logic is "the Spirit of the Lord"—you 
are not defending the Book of Mormon. You are defending 
Satan's Passion Play. You are not bearing testimony of truth. 
You are sealed in the Catch-666 blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit. 

And Matthew 12:31-32 is clear about what that means: 
"All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto 
men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
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forgiven unto men, neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come.”  678

 Matthew 12:31-32: The Unforgivable Sin and Its Application 678

Jesus defines the unforgivable sin in context of the Pharisees attributing 
His works to Beelzebub: "Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin 
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men, neither in this world, 
neither in the world to come. And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come" (Matthew 12:31-32). Mark 3:28-30 
adds the critical clarification: "Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be 
forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they 
shall blaspheme: But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost 
hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation: Because 
they said, He hath an unclean spirit." The sin is attributing the Holy 
Spirit's work to demons ("He hath Beelzebub"), or inverse: attributing 
demonic work to the Holy Spirit. 1 Nephi 4 commits the inverse: it 
attributes to "the Spirit of the Lord" the exact pattern that murdered 
Jesus—Caiaphas logic, false witness, expedient murder, systematic 
deception. Readers who pray (Moroni 10:4) to confirm this attribution 
is true participate in the blasphemy: they call the counterfeit spirit 
using Christ's murderers' logic "the Holy Spirit," which is calling evil 
good (Isaiah 5:20), which is attributing to the Holy Spirit a character 
and logic opposite to His revealed nature. This is not harsh judgment—it 
is Jesus' own definition: knowingly calling the spirit commanding these 
evils "the Spirit of the Lord" despite biblical evidence of the Holy Spirit's 
opposite character is the one sin that "shall not be forgiven... neither in 
this world, neither in the world to come."
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With over 15 years of experience in scripture-based 
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serpent for the Spirit of God. 

Though he has a background in global business and 
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